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T he preserved epigraphic evidence                                 of the sanc-
tuary of Apollo Amyklaios is not great in quantity,1 but 
significant. The aim of our work2 is to re-examine the 
inscriptions of the sanctuary and to find those which are 
published but we no longer know where they are located. 
The second aim is the collection and classification of the 
literary sources about the sanctuary and its operation.

The sanctuary of Apollo Amyklaios was one of the most 
important cult centres of the Lacedaimonians. From Thu-
cydides it is known that the sanctuary was a place for the 
erection of stelai with texts of political significance (Thuc. 
V.18.10), such as the stele with the text of the Peace of Ni-
kias in 422/1 BC (Thuc. V.23.4-5). The sanctuary and the 
festival of Hyakinthia were also chosen by Lacedaimonians 
as the venue for the exchange of the oaths with the Argives 
for the proposed treaty of 420 BC (Thuc. V.41.3). The 
same sanctuary is considered by Matthaiou and Pikoulas 
as the place for the erection of the stele inscribed with a list 
of contributions to Sparta (IG V1, 1 + SEG XXXIX 370) 
either in money or in kind, made both by cities and indi-
viduals during the Peloponnesian war.3

Inscriptions that could be attributed to the sanctuary 
of Apollo Amyklaios were recorded by the French Abbé 
Michel Fourmont in the early 18th century. However, 
Fourmont, who did not know the exact location of the 
sanctuary of Apollo, attributed wrongly to it many inscrip-
tions, such as IG V1 596 and 605, which seem to come 
from the sanctuary of Demeter and Kore at Kalyvia So-
chas.4 He also attributed to the Amyklaion an inscription 
(IG V1, 515) which is forged, as Spawforth proved.5 Few 
inscribed monuments were found during the first excava-

tions at the site and a short number of inscriptions were 
added in the latest years.

From the sanctuary of Apollo may have originated parts 
of catalogues of officials of the Roman period found by 
Fourmont (IG V 1, 40, 75 and perhaps 161) at the areas 
of Godena and Sklavochori. One of these is stored at the 
Sparta Archaeological Museum.6 Recent research of the ar-
chitectural members of the sanctuary has proven that one 
more catalogue comes from it. It is a catalogue of Gerontes 
of the time of Antoninus Pius, written on a column (IG V 
1, 112 = Sparta Archaeological Museum, inv. no. 208).7 

Part of a catalogue is also preserved on a fragment of 
a Laconian roof tile with brown glaze, a surface find at 
the site of the Amyklaion.8 It can be dated perhaps to the 
second half of the 3th century BC and preserves parts of 
twelve female names, incised on the surface of the tile after 
its firing. According to Edmonson, editor of the inscrip-
tion, the list of women’s names could have had ritual or 
religious significance, since women played an important 
role in the festival of Hyakinthia9 as it is shown by the lit-
erary sources.10

Among the votive offerings of private or public charac-
ter, dedicatory inscriptions cut on bronze11 or stone ob-
jects are included. Among the dedications on stone there 
is a fragmentary stele of 5th century BC dedicated perhaps 
by an athletic victor, bearing a list of the contests he won 
according to Jeffery’s restoration.12 There is also part of a 
dedication of the second half of the 4th century BC, the 
re-examination of which led to the conclusion that it could 
be attributed to the back of a throne dedicated to the sanc-
tuary by a member of the gerousia of Classical Sparta.13 

ELENI ZAVVOU – ATHANASSIOS THEMOS

The Epigraphic Evidence of the Sanctuary of Apollo Amyklaios



E L E N I  Z A V V O U  –  A T H A N A SS  I O S  T H E M O S

150	 ΜΟΥΣΕΙΟ ΜΠΕΝΑΚΗ

A M Y K L E s  2 0 0 5 - 2 0 1 0

Finally, a base of a dedication of Roman times (1st c. AD?) 
is preserved.14 

Two inscribed relief stelai come also from the sanctu-
ary. One of them had two bands with relief decoration, 
completely chipped away since antiquity. The cult statue 
(xoano) of Apollo and a sacrifice of a bull on the altar was 
depicted at the upper band, and a chorus of women on the 
lower band.15 Two lines of an inscription are preserved 
below the lower band, mentioning names which are con-
sidered to be στατοί, officials of police function.16

The second fragmentary stele preserves the relief of a dis-
cus thrower from whom it is preserved part of his chest 
and his raised left hand (c. 470 BC).17 Von Massow identi-
fied the relief fragment as a part of the stele of Ainetos, a 
pentathlete who died while he was crowned for his victo-
ries at Olympia, seen by Pausanias at the sanctuary (Paus. 
ΙΙΙ.18.7). The stele also preserves a part of a metrical in-
scription, which seems to refer to multiple victories.18 

Honourary monuments for priests and priestesses and 
other members of the Spartan elite were erected at the site 
during the Roman period, showing the importance of the 
sanctuary and the festival of Hyakinthia, such as the hon-
ourary base for Πομπηία Πώλλα,19 who was ἀρχηίς and 
θεωρός of the Hyakinthia, and the honourary bases for 
Τιβέριος Κλαύδιος Πρατόλαος,20 Tιβέριος Kλαύδιος 
Pουφείνος, son of Ὑγείνος21 and a fragmentary honourary 
base with a metrical inscription.22 In one instance, honours 
were paid to Aelius Ceasar, son of Marcus Aurelius and 
Faustina the younger, if it is true that the monument cop-
ied by Fourmont originated from Amyklaion.23 Among 
the inscriptions of the Roman period there is also a com-
memorative inscription (titulus memorialis).24

Αnother type of inscriptions are the graffiti of the end 
of the 6th century BC,25 made on the architectural blocks 
from the throne of Apollo by masons, as it is conjectured by 
their location at the non visible parts of the blocks. Among 
them there are masons’ names, such as Τέχναρχος26 and 
Γλαῦχς.27 

A few graffiti on sherds and fragments of tiles have been 
published by Tsountas and Amyx.28 Most of them pre-
serve incised names such as Νικάσιππος, Ἀριστοκλῆς, 
Καλλικράτης and Γνωhίλας, while some others are too 
fragmentary to distinguish the type of the inscriptions. 
Some of these graffiti belong to the 5th century BC29  while 
the others to the Hellenistic period. 

There is also a considerable number of stamped tiles30 
which led to the identification of the ancient remains with 
the sanctuary of Apollo Amyklaios.31 

Among the ‘new’ finds32 of the sanctuary is the lower 
part of an inscription written probably on a herm33 which 
we located during our work at the Museum of Sparta. The 
stone had been used as a pilaster of the entrance of the 
church of Αgia Kyriaki and transferred to the Museum in 
1907. It preserves the lower part of an honourary inscrip-
tion and can be dated after the Constitutio Antoniniana, 
as is evident from the praenomina and the gentilicia of the 
persons mentioned (Μᾶρκος Αὐρήλιος Δαμοσθένης and 
Μᾶρκος Αὐρήλιος Εὐτυχίδας) as well as the letter forms. 

A new fragment was also added to a base copied by Leake 
at Αgia Kyriaki.34 It preserves a catalogue of officials of the 
3rd century AD.

During the recent excavations at the sanctuary of Apollo 
Amyklaios, the lower part of a herm was found.35 Its back 
side was cyclical shaped and we joined it with the already 
known part of the herm of the 3rd century AD, erected 
in honour of Sekstus Eudamus, son of Sekstus Pompeius 
Onasikrates, one of the latest members of the Spartan aris-
tocracy.36 The inscription preserves the cursus honorum of 
Sekstus Eudamus who had been high priest of the imperial 
cult, priest of Zeus and of many other gods, agonothetes of 
the Dioskouria and the Leonidaia festivals and xystarches 
of the Hyakinthia festival.
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ΕΛΕΝΗ ΖΑΒΒΟΥ – ΑΘΑΝΑΣΙΟΣ ΘΕΜΟΣ
Οι επιγραφικές μαρτυρίες του ιερού του Απόλλωνος Αμυκλαίου

Tο ιερό του Απόλλωνος Aμυκλαίου ήταν ένα από τα σημα-
ντικότερα λατρευτικά κέντρα των Λακεδαιμονίων και από 
τον Θουκυδίδη αναφέρεται ως χώρος ίδρυσης στηλών με 
κείμενα πολιτικής σημασίας (Θουκ. V.18.10, V.23.5). 

Στις σωζόμενες επιγραφικές μαρτυρίες του ιερού πε-
ριλαμβάνονται αναθηματικές επιγραφές ιδιωτικού ή δη-
μοσίου χαρακτήρα, χαραγμένες σε χάλκινα και λίθινα 
αναθήματα, δύο ανάγλυφες ενεπίγραφες στήλες, μία εκ 
των οποίων ταυτίζεται με τη στήλη του Αινήτου, που εί-
δε ο Παυσανίας (ΙΙΙ.18.7) στον χώρο του ιερού, και ένας 
κατάλογος ονομάτων γυναικών, οι οποίες πιθανώς συμμε-
τείχαν στην εορτή των Υακινθίων, χαραγμένος σε τμήμα 
κεράμου κατά την ελληνιστική εποχή. Περιλαμβάνονται 
ακόμα κατάλογοι αρχόντων και τιμητικά μνημεία μελών 
της σπαρτιατικής αριστοκρατίας και ιερέων και ιερειών 
του Απόλλωνος Αμυκλαίου, καθώς και ένα τμήμα ανα-
μνηστικής επιγραφής. Σημαντική κατηγορία επιγραφών 
είναι τα ονόματα των τεχνιτών, που χαράχθηκαν πάνω στα 
αρχιτεκτονικά μέλη του Θρόνου. Σώζονται επίσης λίγα 

χαράγματα ονομάτων πάνω σε όστρακα και τμήματα κε-
ραμίδων, καθώς και ικανός αριθμός ενσφράγιστων κερά-
μων, που οδήγησαν ήδη από τον 19ο αι. στην ταύτιση των 
αρχαίων λειψάνων. 

Στα “νέα” ευρήματα του ιερού, που εντοπίσαμε στις 
αποθήκες του Μουσείου Σπάρτης, όπου είχαν μεταφερθεί 
κατά το παρελθόν, περιλαμβάνεται τμήμα ερμαϊκής πιθα-
νότατα στήλης, που σώζει το κατώτερο τμήμα τιμητικής 
επιγραφής και μπορεί να χρονολογηθεί μετά την Constitu-
tio Antoniniana, καθώς και ένα τμήμα βάθρου, που σώζει 
κατάλογο αρχόντων του 3ου αι. μ.Χ. και συγκολλήθηκε με 
γνωστό από το παρελθόν τμήμα επιγραφής (IG V1, 523). 

Oι πρόσφατες ανασκαφικές έρευνες στο ιερό του 
Aπόλλωνος Aμυκλαίου απέδωσαν ένα ακόμα τμήμα 
επιγραφής, το οποίο συγκολλήσαμε με το γνωστό τμή-
μα της ερμαϊκής στήλης, στην οποία είχε αναγραφεί το 
cursus honorum ενός από τα τελευταία γνωστά μέλη της 
σπαρτιατικής αριστοκρατίας, του Σέκστου Ευδάμου, υι-
ού του Σέκστου Πομπήιου Oνασικράτους (IG V1, 559).
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