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ApBpo Zuvtaénc

MNa tnv 1ooTiun npoofoon Tou nNoykGopov NANOucpoL oe euBOALa Kat
dappaka kata tng COVID-19

EOvikn Enutpony BionOwkng & TexvonOiknig

< secretariat@bioethics.gr

A£Eg1g KAEWO1A: Pron0Bikn|, dikaloovvn Kot SKooKpioic, ELPOAMOCTIKY KAAVYT), TAVOT .

On world population's equal access to vaccines and medicines against
COVID-19

National Commission for Bioethics & Technoethics
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Editorial

‘Eva kot mAéov €10¢ amd T dudbeomn epfoii-
ov katd ¢ COVID-19, n EbBvikn Emuponn
BionOwmg ko Teyvonbikng (EEBT) mapakoiov-
B¢l pe avnovyia vo dtevplHveTon dS10pKMG TO YAGLLOL
oV TpocPacn oe euPforto petald TV avamTuy-
UEVAOV KOl TOL PEYOADTEPOV UEPOVG TMV AVATTVG-
oouevev yopov tov mhavit. H Aepikn, diog,
eEaxolovBel vor TOPAPEVEL OVCLUCTIKG OTTOKAEL-
opévn and Vv TpOGPacn avTY, TPd TIG GTOPa-
OKEG evioyVoelg oe UPOraL omd AALES YDPES, KO-
Omg -exTdC TOV AAA®V- AEIMOVYV GTOLYEIMIELS V-
YEWOVOLUKES VTOOOMES YlOL TNV OPYAVMOT TPO-
YPOUUATOV EUPOAOCUOV.

[Tépa amd TNV OmOTEAEGUATIKOTNTO GTOV
TEPLOPIOUO TOV UETAAAAEEWV TOL 100 OV pmopel
va eyyuon0ei 1 epPfoiactikn KdAvyn 6€ TAAVNTIKO
eninedo, N EEBT Bewpel 611 | avicdtiun npdcPa-
on oe gupora amoterel onuepa KopPucod {nrmua
OKAOGUVNG KOl OIKOOKPLoInG, opy®V Ol OTOiES
Bpiokovtar ota Begpého g ovyypovng Bionbi-
kne. H avipetonion avtov tov mpofAnuatog pe
TpokTiKd pétpa omotedel NOwkd xobnxov kdaOe
ToMTICUEVNG KOowvmviag mov mpémel va tebel o€
ATOAVTY| TPOTEPAUOTTO.

Yno6 10 mpiopo avto, n Emrponn Oewpel o611
LT 1 TPOTEPAUOTNTA TPEMEL VO LILOGTNPLYOEL
dueco amd dNUOGLOVG Kot W1OTIKOVS popelg. Té-
TO10 LTOGTNPIEN Umopel va cuumeptlopPavet:

e Tnv dueom duabeon epPormv ce ydpeg pe
xopnAn eppoMacTiky KAAvyT, pe TG O-
moieg n EAAGSa dratnpel 6tEVONG deGOVG
ocuvepyaciag. ‘Exoviag wg dedopévn v
OTATIOTIKA EMAPKT KAALYN TOL EVIAAIKOV
eMMVIKoD TAnBucpov (Mo Kot pe v tpi-
™ 0601 Tov gPoAriov),
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n mepiooela dwbéoipwv epforiov umopet
va 01atebel 0TI YDPEG AVTEG, KAT  OVOAO-
Yio TOV OVOYKAOV TOVG.

e Tn cuvepyacio ONUOGI®V Kol IOIWTIK®Y (O-
péwv yw Vv dopactnpromoinon g EE,
ap’ evog v T owbeon euPoriwv kot
QOPUAKOV CE YMPES MOV TOPAUEVOLY O-
TOKAEIGUEVEG amO TNV TTPpOcPaoT 6e avTd,
Kot ap’ ETEPOL Y10 TNV OTTOGTOAN TEYVIKNG
Bonbelog pe okomd ™ Onpovpyio KATOA-
ANA®V VYELOVOLUK®OV LTOSOU®V Yo gppo-
Macpovg, mote vo vdpEovv peTpoU
OTTOTEAEGUOTO TTPUYUOTIKOV EUPOAACUDV
TO GUVTOUOTEPO OLVATOV OTIG YDPES AVTEG.

e Tnv vrootpiEn g mpwtofoviiog Tov Ila-
ykoopov Opyaviopod Yyetog mepl piog
d1e0vong TovOnrme v tyv IMavonpio,® é-
T61 OGTE Vo cvumepAneOel kol vo dev-
Kpwiotel 10 Oépa TG mTaykOGUING cLVEP-
yvooiog Kot oAANAEyyONG Yoo T dikoun
npocPoon oe guPfora ko Oepoameieg og
TEPIMTOON LEALOVTIKADV TTOVOT|LLADV.
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https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/coronavirus/
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Editorial

It has been over a year since COVID-19
vaccines have been made available, and the
Hellenic National Commission for Bioethics &
Technoethics (NCBT) observes with concern the
widening gap in access to vaccines between the
developed countries and most of the low- and
middle-income countries. In particular, several
African countries remain practically excluded
from wvaccine access despite the occasional
vaccine aid from other countries, since several
countries also lack —among others— basic health
infrastructure for vaccination programs.

In addition to the efficacy of the vaccination
coverage on a global scale towards limiting virus
mutations, NCBT considers that unequal access to
vaccines is now a key issue of justice and fairness,
which are principles embedded in the foundations
of modern Bioethics. Addressing this problem
with practical measures is a moral duty of every
civilized society and must be given absolute
priority.

In this light, the Commission considers that
this priority should be directly supported by
public and private bodies. Such support may
include:

e The immediate distribution of vaccines to
countries with low vaccination coverage,
with which Greece maintains close coop-
eration relations. Given the statistically
sufficient coverage of the adult Greek
population (along with the third dose of
the vaccine),
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the excess of available vaccines could be
distributed to these countries according to
their needs.

e The cooperation between public and private
bodies for the engagement of the EU with
a view to distributing vaccines and medi-
cines to countries with limited access to
them, as well as to sending technical assis-
tance, in order to develop the appropriate
health infrastructure for delivery of vac-
cination, so that there can be measurable
results of actual vaccinations in these
countries as soon as possible.

e Endorsement and support of the World
Health Organization's initiative for an in-
ternational treaty on pandemics,? with the
purpose of including and clarifying the is-
sue of global cooperation and solidarity for
fair access to vaccines and medicines in
case of future pandemics.
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