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GEORGIOS TEREZAKIS

THE LATE BYZANTINE AND EARLY OTTOMAN TRIKALA OF THESSALY

I. INTRODUCTION

Over the last thirty years the availability of both late Byzantine and early
Ottoman sources resulted to a certain number of studies, which focused to
the issue of transition during the crucial period of ottoman expansion in
the Balkans. I do not intend to give a detailed historiographical overview,
although we can not overlook the importance of the two conferences which
took place in the early eighties, in 1982, at Dumbarton Oaks, and three
years later, in the Spring Symposium of Byzantine Studies in Birmigham.
Among others, Anthony Bryer and Michael Ursinus underlined the fact that
“Byzantinists and Ottomanists found they were talking the same language”,
since they shared common social, economic, intellectual and material
concerns’. A large volume of researches have been devoted to the question of
transition, over a long time span from the 1980s to the present day, in the
prospect of contributing to the study of socio-economic and demographic
history of the Balkans®. Although they present a great diversity, both

1. A. BrYER - M. Ursinus, Editorial Note, in: A. BRYER - M. UrsiNus (eds.), From
Mantzikert to Lepanto, the Byzantine World and the Turks 107 1-157 1: Papers given at the
19th Spring Symposium of Byzantine Studies, Birmingham March 1985, BF 16 (1991), 3-4.

2. A. BRYER, The structure of the Late Byzantine Town: Dioikismos and the Mesoi, in:
A. BrYER - H. Lowry (eds.), Continuity and change in Late Byzantine and Early Ottoman
society; papers given at a Symposium at Dumbarton Oaks in May 1982, Birmingham
and Washington 1986, 263-269; J. HaLpon, The Ottoman State and the Question of State
Autonomy: Comparative Perspectives, The Journal of Peasant Studies 18 (1991), 18-108;
H. INALCIK, The Ottoman Empire: the classical age, 1300-1600, London 1994; C. KAFADAR,
Between Two Worlds: The Construction of the Ottoman State, Los Angeles 1995; M. KIEL,
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200 GEORGIOS TEREZAKIS

chronologically and typologically, this comparative research can offer
interesting insights, taking in account the availability of documentary
material, which inevitably influenced the methodological approach, locally
centralized, focusing particularly on limited geographic areas.

In this respect, my research will aim at the study of Trikala, in central
Greek peninsula, by combining sources both from Byzantine and Ottoman
periods, in order to contribute further to the subject of the transition from
the late Byzantine to the early Ottoman society. By the late Byzantine
period the urban landscape of Thessaly had undergone significant changes.
It is sufficient to recognize that the new model of the local cities is worthy of
intensive treatment. In Byzantine - and, since we are concerned with the 15th
century, Ottoman - perception, a large or smaller city (“tdAic”, in contrast
to a “méhopna”, “ndotoov”, “@povplov”, or “sehir” and “kasaba”) was
basically identified with the administrative - and, in the case of Byzantium,
religious - centre of a larger region®. However Byzantine perception of a city

The incorporation of the Balkans into the Ottoman Empire, in: The Cambridge History
of Turkey, I, Cambridge University Press 2009, 138-191; H. Lowry, From lesser wars to
the mightiest war: the Ottoman conquest and transformation of Byzantine urban centers
in the fifteenth century, in: BRYER - Lowry, Continuity and change, 323-338; K. MOUSTAKAS,
The transition from Late Byzantine to early Ottoman southeastern Macedonia (14th-15th
Centuries): A socioeconomic and demographic study, unpublished PhD thesis, University of
Birmingham 2001; N. NEcipoGLU, Byzantium between the Ottomans and the Latins: Politics
and Society in the Late Empire, Cambridge 2009; G. TErezaKi1s, H Ogooaiixn xowvwvio 1206
150¢ at.: LOTOQIXES TAQAUETOOL TS OUVOEONS ®al xatavours tov aAnfvouodv], loannina
2013 [https://www.didaktorika.gr/eadd/handle/10442/36845]; P. Wittex, La Formation de
IEmpire ottoman. Edited by V. L. MENAGE, Collected Studies Series 153, London 1982.

3. G. OSTROGORSKY, Byzantines Cities in the Early Middle Ages, DOP 13 (1959), 45-65;
D. ZakytHiNos, La Ville Byzantine, Berichte zum XI. Internationalen Byzantinistenkongress,
Miinchen 1958, 75-90 [=IpEm, Byzance: Etat-société-Economie, Variorum Reprints, London
1973, VII]; A. HarvEY, Economic expansion in the Byzantine Empire 900-1200, Cambridge
Univ. Press 1989, 198-199; J. Harpon, The Feudalism Debate once More: The Case of
Byzantium, The Journal of Peasant Studies 17/ 1 (1989), 5-40; A. Laiou, Exchange and
Trade, Seventh-Twelfth Centuries, in: A. Laiou (ed.), The Economic History of Byzantium:
From the Seventh through the Fifteenth Century, Washington 2002, 697-770; A. AVRAMEA,
O guyplotiavionds g Oeooakiog rot N 0QYAvVWON TG exxinoiog €émg 1o o uod tov H”
awdva, Osooarixd HugooAoyto 4 (1983), 6-9; S. DivitciosLu, Modele économique de la
société ottomane (les XIVe et X Ve siecles), La Pensée 144 (1969), 41-66; Y. A. LEVITSKY,
Problems of methodology of medieval town history (Analyzes on base of the history of West
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THE LATE BYZANTINE AND EARLY OTTOMAN TRIKALA OF THESSALY 201

was informed by socio-economical parameters like trading activity or the
presence of nobility*

The fragmentary nature - and, often, scarcity - of sources regarding the
cities of Thessaly (and all Byzantine and Balkan cities in general) indicates
that we should study their nature using a long-term approach covering the
period between the 12th and 15th centuries, in order to fully understand
and describe the developments of certain socio-economic and political
parameters that defined that particular urban network. It is therefore
imperative that we study the location, position, phases of development,
functions, and needs of the city of Trikala, particularly regarding the socio-
economic developments during the crucial period between the 12th and
mid-15th centuries. Such region-specific research is now facilitated by the
fairly recent (2001) publication of a very early Ottoman tax register, one of
the earliest to have survived, from the year 1454/5, sixty years after this area
was conquered (henceforth mentioned as BBA/MM 10).

II. THE CASE OF TRIKALA
a) Historiographical Overviews
Due to its location at the foot of the Chasia mountain range by the Lithaios

River, near Stagoi and Phanari, Trikala was quickly established as a major
economic centre and communication hub in the region’. The main roads

European town), in: La Ville Balkanique X Ve-XIXe siécles, Sofia 1970, 7-16 [hereafter
Ville Balkanique]; T. StoranovichH, Model and Mirror of the Premodern Balkan City, in:
Ville Balkanique, 83-110; O. L. BarkaNn, Contribution a I'étude démographique des villes
Balkaniques au cours des XVe-XVle si¢cles, in: Ville Balkanique, 181-182; N. BELDICEANU,
Recherches sur la ville ottomane du X Ve siécle, Paris 1973, 15-33.

4. loannis Tzetzae Epistulae, ed. P.A.M. LEONE, Leipzig 1972, 81-82; Georges Pachyméres
relations historiques, ed. A. FAILLER, v. IV, Paris 2000, 637-639; MiyonA Axoutvdtov tov
Xwvidrov 10 owfdueva, ed. S. LAMBROS, v. I, Athens 1879 (reprint: Groningen 1968), 354-
355; Laiou, Exchange [as in previous n.], 753; K. P. MaTscHKE, The Late Byzantine Urban
Economy, Thirteenth-Fifteenth Centuries, in: Laiou Economic History, 467-468.

5.J. Koper - F. HiLp, Hellas und Thessalia (TIB 1), Wien 1976, 277 [hereafter KODER-
Hiwp, Hellas und Thessalial; F. STAHLIN, H Apyaia Ocooalia, (Translation G. Papasotiriou,
A. Thanopoulou), Thessalonica 2002, 217; A. AvraMEa, ‘H Buvlavtivi) Osooalia ugyot
100 1204. Jvufoii) eic thv iotooixniv yewyoagiav, Athens 1974, 132 [hereafter AVRAMEA,
Ocooaiial; R. J. LiLie, Handel und Politik zwischen dem byzantinischen Reich und den
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202 GEORGIOS TEREZAKIS

that connected Thessaly with Kastoria to the north - leading further to the
Adriatic coast-Thessalonika route - and loannina, and Epirus, through the
Zygos and Metsovo passages to the west, all ended in the city®.

Both Anna Avramea’s thesis and the historical dictionary by Johannes
Koder and Friedrich Hild focused on the city’s political history and
strategic location’. Paul Magdalino suggested that Trikala became an urban
centre of major importance only after the beginning of the 14th century,
when western Thessaly began to enter a period of prosperity®. Also,
Bozidar Ferjanci¢ and Donald Nicol highlighted Trikala’s function as an
administrative centre in the period following the conquest of Thessaly by
the Serbs’. A mid-14th century “ekphrasis” of Trikala - the sole surviving
description of a Thessalian city from the Byzantine era - was the subject of
an article by Demetrios Agoritsas'’. Based on an account by Chatib Celebi
or Hadji Kalfa from the early 17th century, Alexios Savvides estimated
that the city was captured by the Ottomans in the hijri year of 798 (16
October 1395)'". Nicoara Beldiceanu and Petre Niasturel’s work used data

italienischen Kommunen Venedig, Pisa und Genoa in der Epoche der Komnenen und der
Angeloi (1081-1204), Amsterdam 1984, 63, 216; V. Spanos, Ot Ovxiouoi Tng Bopetodvtixijc
B®cooalias xatd v Tovoxoxpatia (amd Tov 16 Ewc tov 10" at., Athens 2004, 537-
557; N. NikoNaNos, Metéwpa. Ta uovaotioia xat 1 totopic tovs, Athens 1992, 12; M.
STAMATELATOS, EAAnvixn] Tewyoagixny Eyxvxdomaideia, v. 111, Athens 1996, 346.

6. AVRAMEA, O¢cooalia, 96-97; G. KouLouras, To 0016 dintvo g Oeooaliog xatd
tovg Méoovg Xodvovg, in: Iotogixn l'ewyoagia. Aoouor xat Koupor tng Baixavixis amo
™mv apxaiotnta oty eviaio Evowmn, Thessalonica 1997, 136-37.

7. AVRAMEA, Ocooaiia, 132-135; Koper-HiLp, Hellas und Thessalia, 277-279.

8. P. MacpaLiNo, The History of Thessaly, 1266-1393 (unpublished PhD thesis),
University of Oxford 1976, 122, 209.

9. B. FErRIANCIC, Tesalija u XIII I XIV vecu, Beograd 1974, 290 [hereafter: FERIANCIC,
Tesalija); D. NicoL, The Despotate of Epiros 1267-1479, Cambridge 1984, 131, 139.

10. D. Acoritsas, “Exgoaoic Toixxng (ca. 1363). H emdva g méAng »ot n yoqon
TOV 10T0Q 0V TOEeMOGVTOC atd Tov Avtdvio Aapiong, Totxalvd 26 (2006) [= [Toaxtixd
7ov Zvumooiov Towxalwvdv Zmovdav (Trikala, 11th-13th November 2005)], 231-242
[Text initially published by D. SopHiaNos, Tt Gylohoyxd ®ol DUVOYQO@LXOL KEUEVO, TOD
aylov Oixovueviov Tolxxng (a”. Aviwviov Aapione Eyrnduiov, f. AxolovBio) ®ol 1
yewdyoapn mapddooq tove, Toitxaiwd 21 (2001), 23-50. Re-edited by V. PSEFTOGAS,
Aviwviov Apxtemioxomov Aapioons Aoyor Ogountopixol, AeomoTixoi-AyLtoAoyixol,
Thessalonica 2002, 308-339.

11. A. Savvipes, Splintered Medieval Hellenism: The Semi-Autonomous State of

BYZANTINA SYMMEIKTA 30 (2020), 199-230



THE LATE BYZANTINE AND EARLY OTTOMAN TRIKALA OF THESSALY 203

from the Ottoman censuses of 1454/44 and 1506'%, while an article by Sofia
Laiou highlighted the role of the vakifs in the shaping of Trikala’s urban
character!®. In this context, Fokion Kotzageorgis’ pioneering attempt to
outline the basic elements of the local urban society, concludes that the
economic data for the region reveal a rapidly growing economy, at least
until the late 16th century!.

b) Urban History and Infrastructure

From the 11th century onwards Trikala became a major administrative
center of strategic importance. Following the capture of Neai Patrai by
the Catalans in 1318 and the eventual disappearance of the oixoc of
Doukas, the Seat of the Thessalian hegemony was transferred to Trikala
- the most thriving city in western Thessaly - and remained autonomous
for a few years'. The city’s functions expanded dramatically: it became
the Seat of local and Serbian rulers and governors'®, and then, after the
second decade of the 14th century, the Seat of the local metropolis!’ - an
indication of the city’s growing importance in the region. Later, under
Ottoman rule, Trikala became the seat of the sanjak bey of the same

Thessaly (A.D. 1213/ 1222 to 1454/ 1470) and its place in History, Byz. 68 (1998), 406-418
[= IpEM, Bulavtivd, Tovoxixd, Meoaitwvixd: 10tooixes ovufolés, Thessalonica 2002, 217];
Ipem, Ta mpopMjuata Yoo Ty OBwpavirg ®atdnpn xot Ty eEATAMON TOV RATARTNTHV
010 Beooalnd xheo, Ocooarixd HuspoAdyto 28 (1995), 56-57.

12. N. BELDICEANU - P. S. NASTUREL, La Thessalie entre 1454/55 et 1506, Byz. 53 (1983),
121-122, 139-140.

13. S. Laiou, To dixtvo Tmv Baxovginv tng téing twv TowmdAwy, 150¢-160¢ at., in
Ioviog Aoyos. Touos Xaprotioros otov Anunton Z. Zogiavo, Kerkyra 2007,125-150.

14. F. KotzaGeorals, IToaun O8wuavixi I1oAn, Athens 2019, 151-173.

15. NicoL, The Despotate of Epiros 1267-1479, 80, 101.

16. TAFEL - THOMAS, v. I, Vienna 1856 (reprinted Amsterdam 1964), 498; L. VRANOUSSIS,
To Xpovirov TV Twavvivoyv, Exetnoic 100 Meoaiwvizod Aoxeiov 12 (1962), 77; A.
Rusio 1 LLucH, ITepl t@v xatalwvix®v goovoiwv tic nreiowtixiic EAAdSac (Translation:
G. Mavrakis), Athens 1912, 160; NicoL, The Despotate of Epiros 1267-1479, 101, 131, 139;
Feriancic, Tesalija, 290; Savipes, Splintered Medieval Hellenism, 214-215.

17. J. DarrouzEs, Notitiae Episcopatuum Ecclesiae Constantinopolitanae, Paris 1981,
243, 284, 304, 327, 363; MM, v. 1, 588; For this see D. AGORITsAs, ‘AL THV 0TEVOTNTA TOD
©oEod 1ol mewnV. EmaveEetdlovtag v wotogia g emwononng Tolxung xatd tovg
140-160 awdvee, Osooalind Meletijuata 8 (2019), 51-76.
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204 GEORGIOS TEREZAKIS

name, taking up many of Larissa’s administrative functions after the
latter’s decline'®.

Sources from the mid-6th to the late 14th centuries mention a woAig
and a xdotoov, indicating continuity from the early Byzantine town of
Trikke. The castle of Trikala is on the NE part of the city. According to
Procopius, it was built by Justinian on the site of the acropolis of ancient
Trikke'. The castle’s interior is divided into three sections: a) the lower
one, at the heel of the southern slope, b) the middle, and largest in size, ¢)
and the small enclosed section at the top of the hill*’. On the northern side
of the acropolis lie the remains of Justinian’s fortifications. In the 1950’s
excavations on Prophet Elias hill at the northern side of the castle brought
to light a mosaic floor from the narthex of a basilica from the second half
of the 5th century?!. According to Demetrios Theocharis, the church also
had a cemeterial function??. Inside the castle lay the remains of the walls of
a Byzantine church - possibly the church of Christ the Saviour, the uetoytov
of Porta-Panagia?,

Archaeological remains and written sources paint a picture of
a vigorous city. The mid-14th century encomium to the local saint
Oikoumenios by Antonios, metropolitan of Larissa, includes an “ekphrasis”

18. Laonici Chalcocondylae Atheniensis Historiarum libri decem, ed. 1. BEKKER
(CSHB), Bonnae 1843, 28-29; SavvipEs, Splintered Medieval Hellenism, 217.

19. Procopii Caesariensis opera omnia, 1V. De Aedificiis, eds. J. HAuRY, G. WIRTH,
Leipzig 1913 (reprinted Leipzig 1964), 112-113: ... xal GAAwv 1@V énl Ocooalias woAewv
amao®v, &v aic Anuntoiis € éoti nal Mntodmolic dvoua xal Tougol xal ToixdTTovs
TEQLPOAOVS GVAVEWOTAUEVOS, €V TM GAOQAAET EXQATUVATO, XOOVQ TE XATAUTETOVNHOTAS
Uaxo®, eVTETOS 68 GAwToVS dvTaS, €l TIS TEOUIOL.

20. Koper - Hip, Hellas und Thessalia, 278; P. Lazaripis, Meoaiwvird Mvnueio
Ozooohiag, AA 20 (1965) Xopovwnd B, 2, 324; Ipem, AA 29 (1973-1974) Xpovird B, 2,
585, AA 31 (1976), Xpovirnd B, 1, 186, AA 32 (1977) Xpovwed B, 1, 140, AA 33 (1978),
Xopovwd B" 1, 173, AA 34 (1979), B, 1 230, AA 35(1980) B’, 1, 296; A. SpYRAKI-KALANTZI,
STEQEMTIXES %Ol AVOOTNAMTIXES EQYAOIES, CUVTHONON TOLLOYQUPLDY, RAOAQIOUSS %ol
Sandepmon ywewmv, avaoraguréc gpyaoies, AA 37 (1982), B’, 2, 262; Tu. Nimmas, Ta
rdota Twv Aviiaciov Towdhwv, Toixaiivd 8 (1988), 265-266.

21. Kobper - HiLp, Hellas und Thessalia, 278.

22. D. THEOCHARIS, Apyoidtnteg ®ow Mynueia @cooaliog, AA 21 (1966), Xpovixd B
1, 247-255.

23. Kober - HiLp, Hellas und Thessalia, 278.
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THE LATE BYZANTINE AND EARLY OTTOMAN TRIKALA OF THESSALY 205

of Trikala, which, as D. Agoritsas points out in his article, is the only known
description of a Thessalian city from the Byzantine era?. One point of
interest is the demarcation of urban space that distinguishes it from the
surrounding rural areas®: the city is delineated by the physical boundary
of Pindos in the west and the Peneios River in the west and south?. The
text includes mentions of a hill and contemporary descriptions of the city,
with the magnificent metropolitan church of Theotokos?” and the church of
Michael the Archangel®, founded by the emperor Michael II1, to the right
side of the city’s gate®. Apart from the fortifications, there are allusions to
Trikala’s size, beauty, and historical past®. These allusions indicate a large
city of major importance; however, the hints to its “greek” past could be an

24. Acoritsas, "Exgoaots Toixxng [as in n. 10], 231-242.

25. SopHIANOS, Ta Aytodoyixd xal tuvoyoaixd xeiueva [as in n. 10], 32 = PSEFTOGAS,
Avtoviov Apyiemioxomov Aapioons Adyor [as in n. 10], 209: ‘He vxéoxeitar uév,
WS €% MOALOT TOT SLaoTNUATOS, GOOS TMV AVEQMV EV XAl VYPIXOUMV XAl XLOVOUUEVDY
moognTxde. ITivdoc tott0... TdV uéviolr motaudv 6 uéytotos Inveldc ov1dc oTiy, O¢
Téumn 1o Oetradind Statéuvmy, gic OdAaocoay moieital Tag ExPolds, noéua wws tf] Tolxxn
TANoLalmv moleitaL THV XIVNOoLv.

26. Acoritsas, "Exgoaotc Toixxng [as in n. 10], 235.

27. According to S. Gourours (BuZavtivol vaol twv Towdlwv xal twv yiom
owtoudv. M modtn magovoiaon, Towxaiwd 8 (1988) [= Ioaxtixd lov Suvumooiov
Totxalvav Srovdav ( Trikala-Kalambaka-Meteora, 6-8/11/1987], 304, the church stood
to the east of the castle.

28. Gourouus, Butavtivol vaol twv Towdhwv [see previous n.], 305-307.

29. SopHiaNos, Ta aytoloyixa xal vuvoyoagixa xeiueve [as in n. 10], 32-33
=PSEFTOGAS, Avtwviov Agyiemioxomov Aapioons Adyot [as in n. 10], 319-320: Thi¢ uévror
TOAEWS 00 TOPOW AOPOC TIC UmeQijoTat... Elta thv Umdoeitav »atiov, GvatéAAewy 1) moAg
doxetat... ;Mg 1) vov oloa xal V@ fudv oixovuévn, €l yoi T1dAnbéotegov pdvat, TOvV
u€yav OixovuUEVIOV XEXTNUEVN TOALOTYXOV %Al 0ixlOTHY, AYOURTVOV QUAaxA, KOl TOO YE
TOUTOV %Al UETO TOVTOV TOV UEYLOTOV TMV dvw dvvduewy TaSidoynv. Thv yoo xvinyv, i
Povlel Tiic mOAewg €i0oeAOeTY, E5eig €mi Se&udy ToTTOV TOV UEYQY Exovia Onoavoov, ThY TV
Asrpdvav iepapxixnv 0qxny, 100 TOV &yyelxdv Svvduewv éSdoyovros Miyanl, Oeiov
VEDV.

30. SopHIANOS, T¢ Gytodoyixa xal vuvoyoa@ixd xeiueva [as in n. 10], 32 =PSEFTOGAS,
Aviwviov Agyiemioxomov Aapioons Adyou [as in n. 10], 319: IToiig toivuv 1) Toixxn
ueyiotn 1€ xal TOV €x modaiol meoeAbovodv egic xdAlog xal ugyebog, oluevouvv
amoldeimouévn xabotiovv. IToAS EAANVIS xal Goxalia xal T@V €Tl TOUTOLS EXOVODV GVoud,
0V TOAAD AgvTéQar TVYYAVOVOC.
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206 GEORGIOS TEREZAKIS

attempt to legitimize Trikala as the new Seat of the local metropolis in the
eyes of the faithful®.

¢) The Economic Typology of Trikala, 12th-14th c.

Fortunately, there is a wealth of available information about Trikala - which
is not always the case for other cities in Thessaly. According to Idrisi’s
account, by the 12th century Trikala was already a thriving city with a rich
and fertile mainland; it must have been a popular stop in the route from
Kastoria to Larissa, because it is the only city Idrisi chooses to mention in
his account?2 Also, reports about Trikala in Alexius III Angelos’ chrysobull
in favour of the Venetians®* and Benjamin of Tudela’s account® about a
local Jewish community suggest that by the mid-12th century the city had
developed into a thriving trading centre. From the late 13th through the
14th centuries, the majority of the available information about the city of
Trikala comes from property deeds and monastic land ownership records.
It is probably no accident that these documents were diligently kept and
preserved, since they coincided with Thessaly’s political autonomy and the
emergence of several regional ruling oixot in the area. The monasteries
founded by members of the ruling oixoc of Doukai®® enjoyed the politically
motivated support of subsequent Byzantine and Serbian rulers much more
than other foundations established by persons of lower social status - a
fact which undoubtedly contributed to the preservation of their archives.
Surviving documents from the Porta-Panagia monastery?, in particular,

31. According to H. Sarapi, The Kallos of the Byzantine City: The Development of
a Rhetorical Topos and Historical Reality, Gesta 34.1 (1995), 37-56, the rhetorical style
of “ndMhog” (beauty) begins to re-appear in late period documents as a kind of rhetorical
convention. This viewpoint is also shared by Acoritsas, "Exgoaois Toixxng [as in n.10],
234,

32. Eprist, Géographie, (Translation: P. JAUBERT), Paris 1836, 292, 294.

33. TareL - THOMAS, 267, 279.

34. Eprist, Géographie, 11; N. GIANNOPOULOS, ZUpPoAal €i¢ ThV lotoiay TV tovdain®dy
noowl®dv &v T Avatohxi) Hrewpwtind) ‘EALGSL, EEBY 7 (1930), 259.

35. P. MacpaLiNo, Between Romaniae: Thessaly and Epirus in the Later Middle Ages,
Mediterranean Historical Review 4 (1989), 87-110; D. PoLemis, The Doukai: A contribution
to Byzantine prosopography, London 1968, 97.

36. Koper - HiLp, Hellas und Thessalia, 245; NicoL, The Despotate of Epiros 1267-
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contain a wealth of information about the socio-economic conditions of
14th century Trikala. Also of interest is a series of documents from the late
13th to the late 14th centuries about concessions and privileges granted to
the aforementioned monastery”. The ratification of earlier privileges and
the granting of new ones reflect both the expansionist tendencies of large
land owners and the administration’s eagerness to win favour with the local
aristocracy.

The documents reveal that the monastic estates of Porta-Panagia went
on to expand in urban as well as rural areas. This study will deal with
the monastery’s urban properties. The churches of St. George Kriskos,
St. Anthimos and Christ the Saviour, located in the city of Trikala, were
granted to the monastery by Andronikos III Palaiologos in 1336. Of special
interest here are the reports about vineyards, arable lands, and dependent
farmers, all of which help shine a light on local economic activity3®

1479, 241; S. Kavorissi, Dedicatory Inscriptions and Donor Portraits in Thirteenth-Century
Churches of Greece, Wien 1992, 59-60: The Porta-Panagia monastery was founded by John
1 Doukas (1283).

37. These documents include a 1336 chrysobull by Andronikos III Palaiologos [D.
SopriaNos, To Xpuo6Boviho tod adtoxpdtopo Avdpovizov I TTalatoddyov (1336) drep
e wovig the Beoténov 1@V Meydlwv MMuhdv (ITSpta-Ilavayidc), Totxaivd 9 (1989),
24-26, hereafter SopHianos, Xpuodpoviho], an oath-taking epistle by Michail Gavrielopoulos
from 1342 [MM V, 260-261 = D. SopHiaNos, TO «Oprmpotindv Foduua» (Iovv. 1342) tod
Mo Tapomrdroviov mog tovg Pavagrites the Kapditoas, IToaxtixd A” Zvvedoiov
yia v Kapditoo xar tnv meotoyn tng, Karditsa 1996, 40-41, hereafter SopHIANOS,
Ooxrmwpuotndv F'oduua], the minutes of the Zablantia synod in 1382 [L. HEuzEY, Jugement
Synodal en faveur du couvent de la Panaghia des Grandes-Portes, REG XXXII (1919), 302-
317 = D. SopniaNos, To ovvodiuxd yoduue. (1389, Nodu.) Tod untpomohritn Aapiong Nethov
Ve ThHe Movig thg @eotérov TV Meydhwv IMukdv (ITépta Mavaywdg), Totxalvd 10
(1990), 7-31, hereafter HEeuzey, Jugement and SOPHIANOS, Zuvodxd yoduua respectively],
and a sigillion by Patriarch Antonius IV from 1393 [F. DEMETRAKOPOULOS, TO oty{AAio 10D
TaTELdEYM Avtwviov A" (1393) yit th povi) 1ot Zwtieog Tdv Meydlmv ITvAdv, Alrtuya
2 (1980-1981), 106-108, hereafter DEMETRAKOPOULOS, OLY{AALO].

38. SopHIANOS, XQVOOPoVALO, 25: mepl T Toixala Oetov vaov €ic Svoua TIUBUEVOV
00 aylov peyaioudotvoos Iewpyiov Aegyouevov toU Koloxov, UeTq GUTEADVOS
xwoaiaias yis xoL TV EXEIOE TOOOXAONUEVDV... AALA 61 xal éviOs TOU %xdAOTOOU
TowxdAwv BOgiov vaodv eic Svoua tudusvov 1ot X(wti)o(o)s X(01010)0, uetet TdV
[éx] BaBowv évoixodounféviwv maod 1@V ToL0UTwV uovay(®v) meol avtdv doanTiny
doavTwe nol weQl 10 fumdorov TouxdAiwv yi) €v 1 #al @votxoSouotiot vaov ¢ ayio
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Sources from 1342 mention several farms*’, while later accounts from 1382
include references to a garden and a mill near Trikala*’. A sigillion issued
by Patriarch Antonius in 1393 contains a detailed list of the monastery’s
assets inside the city of Trikala - including houses, workshops, vineyards,
otdoeic*, arable lands, and gardens - and mentions the existence of fruit-
bearing trees in the St. Dimitrios monastery, near Trikala*’. The local
population was involved in agriculture - as evidenced by the references to

ieooudoTvot AvOLu... xal éviog 100 xdotoov TotxdAwy éoantotomia 8[ Uo 6 [voualousva
100 ToyapLdTov, ettt 100 GUIEAiov avTolr & 81) mdvta xal xatéxovs(tv) w[s a]vépeoov,
GVEVOYANTWS UEXOL TOT VIV.

39. SopHiANOS, Ogrmuotivov Fodupa, 40: Eter 8¢ iva xatéxwonv xal € oefaouie pove
T1)§ VaEQA YOV ov OeountoQos fiyovv n Agvxovodda xai n MeydAn ITopta ta xTiuato
Soa Gv Exoonv SLayovoofoULoV xal ETEQWYV SIXAULWUATMV

40. SOPHIANOS, ZuvoduxO yoduua, 27-28: éowximia TANCIOV 10U XAOTEOU, TEQQ
100 TOQUOOEOVTOS TOTAUOT, GVAYOUEVH GO THV OVOUROTHYV AQYUooAduvny xal
Suxovta uxor ot 6Evépou, Gvepyoueva Ews 1O malarov uwvAwbéoiov 1ot Emipdvovs
xal xatayoueva TV moagamotauiayv €v xatadifer ths Apyvooluuvng, dtiva vov
Staueueotouéva mepietyov 1 te wovayn Koteavitlévn xai 1) 1o Nuuvod Ovydtno xal 6 tod
Stxato@pularog xat o0 NoTaeomrovAov viog xal of TOU VOUOQUAAXOS TOISES.

41. Properties recorded between the 11th and 15th centuries include staseia (or
UmooTdoeis or oixootdoia), with arable lands (fields, vineyards, and gardens), livestock
(cattle, sheep), houses, and other facilities (mills). For this see ODB, 1944.

42. DEMETRAKOPOULOS, Zty{AALo, 106-108: 7oV mepl 10 Toinalra Oetov vaov tot ayiov
uov xai éveoEov ueyaloudoTvoos xal ToomaLpopov Tewyiov, xal EmAEYOUEVOV TOD
Koioxov, ueta 100 aureAdvos autot... ExTOS TOU xAOTEOV TOIXAAAMY TEXTTOV VOOV €IS
ovoua tipduevov tod K(voio)v xal O(£0)v xal J(wtii)o(o)s fudv I(noo)v X(ototo)
0, Ov avijyelo(ev) émi o tav)oomnyinw matoiaoyin@ 6 Kaioap éxcivog 6 Ayysdoc uetd
TV AvoLx0S0undEVTWVY TEQL QUTOV TAQA TMV UOVOXDY OOTNTIWV TNV TEQL TO EUTOQLOV
TouxdAAwv yitv, v 1 xal vadv Gveyeioovol 1 ayilo xal évooEp ieooudotuol AvOiug
mépav TOU TAPAGOEOVTOS TOTAUOD XNTOVOOTOTLA... DOAVTWS XAl GO TEOTEVEEEWS TV
xINTORWV, iV éx PdOowv dvijysioav év toic ToixdAroig oefaouiav uovijv tov K(voio)v
xal O(£0)0 xai S(wti)o(0)s qudv T(noo)d X(01010)T xal Guméiiov ard mpooevéEems
10OV avTdv év TowxdAdoig, Soov xai olov éotr xal & dyopaoci(ag) TV avTdv ET00V
Gumédtov 100 IBAVY, WOEL HOSIWY TEVTE XAl OOXNTIOV UETA EQYATTNOIWY EIS TOV POOOV
TS uéong xat ovv avToic 100 MeAndovn tO otaoceiov, Guméiia [te] ywodgia domntia xal
£0YaOTNOLOV €V T® QOQW %Al TAPLXOV GUTEALOV Aeyouevoy Ayyérov tod Tlvuioyi, Soov
xal olov éotl mepl 10 Tolnaddar Gmd moooevéEswe Tiic wovayic Muiyiaoivie, wovidotov
T0U Qylov AnunTolov TEQMY TOT TAQAPQEOVTOS TOTAUOT, UETH TV GUTELIWY XAl OTWODV
xail thg ywooagiaiag yig.
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arable lands, mills, vineyards, and fruit-bearing trees - or practiced some
kind of craft, as suggested by the various workshops. The fact that this
monastery also owned vast estates outside the city indicates the close links
between the city and its surrounding areas. Considering the privileged
status of monastic lands, it would be safe to assume that there would have
been extensive economic dealings - including the distribution of goods
and workforce - between the monastery and the surrounding areas. The
reports about dependent farmers clearly indicate that large land ownership
relied on direct control of the workforce®.

A series of mid-14th century documents by Serbian rulers further
illuminates economic activities within the city of Trikala. In 1348 Stephan
Dusan granted the uetoytov of Theotokos and the church of Christ the
Saviour, inside Trikala, to the Lykusada monastery*. A similar policy was
followed by Symeon Uro$ Palaiologos, who granted the monasteries of St.
Nicholas and Christ the Saviour, the churches of the Three Hierarchs and
Theotokos Eleousa, and a series of buildings within the city to the monastery
of St. George of Zablantia in 1359% and 1366*. More importantly, there

43. SoPHIANOS, XQUOOBOVAAO: xal TOV EXEITE TOOOXAONUEVMIV.

44. A. SoLoviev- V. MosiN, Grcke povelje srpskich viadara, Belgrade 1936, 154, 156-
158 [hereafter SoLoviEv- MosIN] = D. SopHianos, To Umegp the Moviig thg [Havaylog tig
Avrovoddag tod Povapiov Kapditoag mahaw fulaviive (II7 xal IA” ai.) &yyoago
(xovodpouviha %.0.). Authouotiny Exdoon, EEBY 52 (2004-2006) [hereafter SopHIANOS,
“Eyyoaga Avrovoddag], 505, 507: meot t&r Toixala UETOXLOV €I OVOUQ TIUMDUEVOV THS
vmeoaryias OeoTOX0V UET TOT €V AUT® AOUTQOT Xl TMV EVOIXWV XAl TAQOIXWV XAl
TS xwoogLaias yis xal T@v 60 VOQOUVABVWV... weQl T avte Toixado dumélio év
SLa@opoLs TuNUaoty... Ogiov vaov mepl 10 Toixala év 1@ 10U XxoUtn avAiotomie &m
ovouatt TeTUNUEVOY 100 Zwtijpos XotoTot 10D GANOIVOD OO0l NUAOV %Al EMIXEXANUEVOV
100 ZwoddToU, OV AvijyeLowv O Ayyelog éxeivog v Ti) ToT Oavatixot Oenddtov 60Yi).

45. SoLoVIEV - MosIN 220: évtog t@v ToitxdAwv uovidoLov 1o €ic OVoUQ TLUDUEVOY
100 ayiov NixoAdov, ueTd TAoNs Tis VOUfS xal TeQLOXTS XAl TOV dixaiwV avtov, ued’
DV #EXTNTOL QUITELLWV, XWOAPIWV, VESQOUVABYW®Y, XNTOVOOTOTIWY XAl TOOOKAONUEVDV...
ouoiwsg xai v uoviyy 100 ZwTijoos XOLoToT UETQ TAS VOufls %Al TEQLOXTS avTOD,
GuTeAiwY, xwoapiwv, V6QoUVAdVLY, A0yyou xal fifapotorinv €tt xai tot Knotavou
TO 00TiTLOV %Al TO Gumélov mepl ta Totxalivd, otoduuata &5.. xai eic 10 éSofodyerov
TOU XAOTOOV OOTITLOV XTLOTOVTOKEQAUOY, XAl €IS TO EUTOQLOV OTLTOTOTA SVO UET TMV
aUTOIS TEOAVALWY.

46. SOLOVIEV - MOSIN, 254-256: t]v 1€ ayooav avtilc T00 AQaXOVTIAETOVS EXEIVOV
OV Ogiov xail ieooVv vaov t@v ayiwv Tol@v iepapydv, Omep éx BdOowy AviyELQEV TOUS
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are also references to houses, vineyards, gardens, Biapotomia (fish farms)
(probably in Peneios), and arable lands (judging by the presence of water
mills in the area, these were probably used for grain production). All
this was part of what the Byzantines called feAtidoeic (improvements) -
measures to increase efficiency. Both the 1336 chrysobull of Andronikos III
Palaiologos in favour of Porta-Panagia*’ and the 1348 chrysobull of Stephan
Dusan in favour of Lykusada monastery* include reports about the monks’
aspirations to make their properties more efficient.

The issue of how surplus production was distributed to the local
markets is partly illuminated by a 1373 epistle regarding the Metamorphosis
monastery®. Written by nun Theodouli, the epistle mentions a plot of land
within Trikala that was granted to the Metamorphosis monastery. At the
edge of the city’s castle there was a cell that the monks had built as a place
of rest for themselves and their animals. However, when the building was
found to be impractical, the monastery was granted another stretch of
land near the Three Hierarchs church, where a new cell was constructed™.

voépouvAwvas xal Thv yiv, 6onv EBwxev UETO THS VOUTS ®al TEQLOXTS AVTHS St Stabdnxoov
YOauUaTos Tavtng, Ameo xol OQeiAovoLy ETNOI® TEAEL TT) AytwTdTy Emtoxon]) ToIxAAWY...
10V 1€ Oeiov xal iepov vaov tiic Kvoilag uov tiic ‘EAevoag, UETH GUTEAIDY, YWOA@imY
xail Thg vouns meptoxiis avtiic ta auméita tot I'Aovrafov, drep 6E6mwne O YAUXUTATOS
GOe0@O¢ Th) fadireiq wov ueyas dovxas 6 AQXOVTITLNG TAPLXOV UETH TOV XWOOPIWY XAl
s vouns avtdv tijc PAauovAivns mepl ta Toixala €l Tt Qv kol 0QIOXETAL... TA GUTELLD
xal oonitia tot Kvooiavot éxeivov, drep Opeilovol tf] exxAnoiqr ouoiws 1ot I'ewoyiov
10U O0TOXN GUTEALA KOl OOTTITLA.

47. SopHIANOS, XpuoGBovAAho, 26: xal feAtioty xal ovviotav adftd, xad Soov av
modttewv] Suvmvrat.

48. SoLOVIEV- . MosIN, 158/ SopHiaNos, “Eyyoaga Avrovodadog, 507: xai ovviotd xal
Peltiol avTa xatd TOV EyxweoTvTa xal SuvaToV avTf] TOOmToV xal xabws av aAAws ioyun
xai dvvnral.

49. N. BEgs, Zepfudr xal pulavtianra yoduuota Metebpov, Bulavtic 2 (1910/11),
98-100 [hereafter BEEs, loduuoatal.

50. Begs, Todupota, 98-99: 0i eV’ ) Metedo uetd 100 x 00 ABavaociov evotoxdu(ev)
ot povaydor éABwvtec modc ue 1M v povalovoaio layiotn Osodovdn i #(a)t(d)
xdouov xalovu(év)n Koteavitleva, friioavio uot témov, 10" oixodounv xeAiiov, iV’
dte mapafdiiwory évrdvba, Exovot ToUTO €15 AVATQUVOLY AUTDV TE XAl TOV axHopoowV
CHOV AVTDV.... SEAwxa avTovo” tomiov €vtos 100 SimAwTiYov, 6 XAl ATEXATETTHOAVTO
xeAdiov uet é€ibdov qut@v, St ™V eionu(év)ny avdravow. ueti dvv tO oirodoufoat
xal Graotioal 10010, ES0EeV avToic 0K £l0 TVUEEQOV €i0dDTWO moouv[O]ovu(€v)n T
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The concession was ratified by Joasaph, metropolitan of Larissa, in a 1393
epistle®’. The fact that the monks dwelt at the edge of the city suggests that
an organized system for transporting agricultural goods and supplies had
been already in effect for some time. Later, though, as demand gradually
increased, a new building had to be constructed in the city to satisfy the
monks’ need for more space. It appears that the monks were involved in
trading activities, distributing part of their agricultural production through
the market of Trikala. Also, the chrysobull of Andronikos III Palaiologos,
the chrysobulls of Symeon Uros Palaiologos from 1359 and 1366, and the
patriarchal sigillion of Antonius IV from 1393, all reference an emporium
of some kind* - an indication of the increased trading activity in Trikala®.
Further, though indirect, information about the breadth of local trading
activity is provided by the claim of the St. Nicholas monastery on the cell
donated by nun Theodouli to the Metamorphosis monastery. According to
Vasilis Spanos, this claim was based on the fact that the cell in question
stood next to the Three Hierarchs church, which had been granted to the

éuov’ &vOeov &oyov, SéAwxna attoic Etepov 1om(ov) mAnoiov ol vaol ol avijyeoa éx’
PaOowv TV Gyimv eV 80Ewv ueydimv Tegooyiw.

51. D. ZAKYTHINOS, AVEXOOTO TOTOLOQYLRA RO EXUANOLAOTIXG YOAUUATO TTEQL TMV
wovdv t@v Metedowv, EAAnvizd 10 (1937-38), 284 [hereafter ZakyrtHiNos, Toduuorta:
#(al) o0 mpotdow »(al) avtds va Eyworv oi uovayol to MeTe®QOOV, TO TAQAVTHS
#TNoO&v xediov avevoyintov x(ai) ddidonotov, x(al) ax(a)t(a)li<tn>t0v drotovviv
#(al) eic tovg 8&fig aidv( ag) x(al) undic tdv arxdvi(wv) é€&n exadi( ag), fuitwv i uixod(c)
évoyrioar atTodc Ti ToiovovV.

52. ODB, 694. E. Kriaras, Ae&ixo 1 Meoaiwvixiic EAAnvixns Anuddovg
Toouuarteiag, v. VI, Athens 1978, 23: This was either a market situated inside or outside the
walls of the city, or an exclusively commercial district. Writing about Corinth at the end of
the 12th century, Niketas Choniates differentiates between the two parts of the city: the town
and the fortified acropolis. He describes the town as an emporium and speaks of a vibrant
market beneath the castle: 7oA develov xai xewwévny moos 1@ Tobu@ »at oALiiougvny
DO Apévav Svolv, wv 6 uév todg € Aoiac vavioyel xataioovrac, 6 8¢ tovg €€ Traldv
glomAéovtas xal qoéiovs TS Exatéowlev gloaywyas te xal EEaywyas T@V QooTimV
&ovoav xal tas mpoc GAAMjAovs morovugvny quoifdc (Nicetae Choniatae Historia, ed. J.
A. Van DietTeN, Berlin-N. York 1975, 74-75). Further on, he adds: "Eoti 8¢ 6 AxpoxdpivOoc
Th5 uev walar wolews Kooivlov axoomoris éx avavtovs dpovs xeuévny xal SvodAvTog
10i¢ mpoaBdAirovory (1tbidem, 611).

53. SopHiaNos, XQuoopoviho, 25; SoLoviev - MosiN, 220, 254; DEMETRAKOPOULOS,
SryiAho, 106-108.
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St. Nicholas monastery by nun Theodouli**. However, both nun Theodouli’s
epistle>and the patriarchalsigillion of Antonius IV3®castigate the St. Nicholas
monastery for its expansionist designs, which could mean that the monastery
was seen as trying to draw some or all of the profit from the commercial
transactions that took place in the vicinity of the aforementioned cell. Even
though there is no data, we can only assume that these monasteries were
involved in trade activities, taking in account on the one hand the reports
about the local monks’ aspirations to make their properties more efficient®’
and one the other the aforementioned rivalry between Metamorphosis and
St. Nicholas monasteries related to the possession and control of a certain
area within Trikala.

d) Population, size and measurement - Forms and entities of economic
exchange

i. 13th-15th c.

An analysis of the admittedly fragmentary demographic and anthroponymic
data from the period between the 13th and 15th centuries provides us with a
list of 85 people in all [1 (13thc.), 82 (14thc.), 2 (15thc.)].

54. V. Seanos, Iotopia-mrpoowmoyoapia tns BA Osooaliag to 8 uioo tov IA” aidva
ue Baon povaotnoraxd €yyoapa tng meotoyns, Athens 1995, 73.

55. Begs, lodupata , 100: To0 ui Avvavrar oi uovayol 1ot ayiov NixoAdov avtovo
EVOYAEIV.

56. ZAkYTHINOS, [Toduuata, 286: allovdt oi uovayol 1ot ay(iov) Nixoldov, oitives
UyovuevEBwot Gmd ye ToD VUV, ol yop moony vyouuevolr ovvédoxav 1oito x( al) drsyoayay,
008¢ Aowmol uovayol Eywowy éxadiag, i) xevwdoylv Tl mepl ToUTOV, ) HiCov §) uixo(ov)
ofua, érel mpotot dobivar meo(c) avt(ods) 6 ta xtiu(a)w(a) tic Koteavittev(ag),
Gmed00n 6 10mog weO(g) ToVS Hovayovs GAradh meo(s) thv vmeoayiov O(g01d)xov TV
uetewoitnoav, xalag ta yoduu( o)t a) quiv éodenoav, x(al) avti uoveyi xatevdm(1ov)
AV %(al) TOV EVTIUOTATOV EXXANOLAOTIXDV TOAVOTEQOY EREPal0TE.

57. For this see footnotes 47 and 48.

BYZANTINA SYMMEIKTA 30 (2020), 199-230



THE LATE BYZANTINE AND EARLY OTTOMAN TRIKALA OF THESSALY

Table 1

Status

Date

Sources

Anthroponyms
John

1276-1278

PLP 8455

Cyprianus

bishop of Trikala

metropolitan of
Larissa

1318-
1332/33

PLP 13926; S. GourouLis, Ta
£ynaLivVIoL TOV ETLOROTLROV
vaoU Tov ayayyéhov Muyani
ota Totraha (Tolnun)

%o 1 avadloQyavmon Thg
Beooalniic Exxhnolog,
Towxalvd 26 (2006) [=
IToaxrtind 7ov Zvumooiov
Towolvdv Exovddv (Trikala,
11-13 Noeupotov 2005)],

219 [hereafter GOULOULIS,
Avadiopydvwon]; PSEFTOGAS,
AvVToviov AQYLETLOXOTOV
Aaploons Adyot, [as in n. 10]
11-23

\Avasgos Georgilas

landowner

1331

PLP 20; S. ARISTARCHES,
"ExBeo1g €ml TV
dwaywvioudtov Oeooaliog
o Hrelpov, EAAnVixOg
Drroloyixos ZuAdloyos 3
(1867), 36

Yaleas

landowner

1333

PLP 29463; Begs, l'odupata,
66, 69

Antonios

metropolitan of
Larissa, «KaBolizdg
ROUTNG TMOV
Pwpaiov» (judge,
after 1359)

1340-1362

PLP 1098; M. LASKARIS,

Deux chartes de Jean Uros,
dernier Némanide (Novembre
1372, Indiction XI), Bsl 25-
27 (1955-1959), 281; BEes,
Todupata,18-19, 72, 94-95;
MaGbpALINO, History, 308-15;
GOULOULIS, AvadLoQydvmon,
220

Grammatikos

landowner

1336

PLP 93374; ARISTARCHES,
“ExBeoic 36,

Rogozenos

landowner

1336

PLP 24324; ARISTARCHES,
“ExOeo1c 36

Alexios

kaballarios

1340

PLP 607; BEgs, Fodupata. 64

Alexios Alvanites

landowner

1340

ndreas Zaklivanes

landowner

1340

PLP 555; Beks, F'odupata, 64
BEeEs, Todupata, 64

ardanes

landowner / archon

1340

PLP 2188; BEEs, ['odupata, 64
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| Anthroponyms Status Date Sources
PLP 2909; Begs, 'oduuata,
Vodesades landowning family 1340 | 62-72
archon (from PLP 13518; Beks, 'oduuata,
George Kourvouleas | Voksista) 1340 | 67
Demetrios Voutos landowner 1340 | BEeEs, Fodupata, 64
landowner (Alexios’
PLP 3147; Bets, ['oduuata,
loannis Vrakos 1340 | 67, 70
archon (from
alotas Voksista) 1340 | BEeEs, Fodupata, 67
Konstantinos PLP 2910-2911; BEEs,
Vodesis landowner 1340 | T'odupata, 69,
Konstantinos assistant to Migiares, PLP 10734; Beks, lNoduuata,
Kalofiles the census-taker 1340 | 64
PLP 26546; BEeks, l'oquuata,
Leon Spinges landowner / archon 1340 | 64
landowner (Alexios’
Manuel Alvanites son) 1340 | BEES, ['odupata, 64
priest at the Porta-
Panagia PLP 17751; Beks, lNoduuata,
| Meletios monastery 1340 | 67, 70
landowner (Alexios’
Michael Alvanites | son) 1340 | Beks, T'odupata, 64
Theodosios landowner (Alexios’
Alvanites son) 1340 | Beks, Todupata, 64
Michael
Makrogenis landowner / archon 1340 _| Beks, Fodupatao, 64
PLP 20100; Beks, l'odpuata,
| Nikephoros Neolos | Thessalian archon 1340 | 64
PLP 20422; Beks, l'oduuoata,
Nicholaos | chartoularios 1340 | 64
PLP 30142; I. SAKKELION -
A. SAKKELION, KatdAoyog
xewpoyodpwv tiic EOvixis
BifAiobnixng tijg EAAdSOG,
| Phrankopulos inhabitant 1340-1341 | AOrva 1892, 159
inhabitant, father of
loannis Bourgos | Phrankopulos SakkeLoN, Katdloyog 159
PLP 16684; SoLoviEV - MOSIN,
224; Kantakouzenos [as in n.
Manuel “kephale” of Trikala 11342-1359 | 85], v. II, 311
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Anthroponyms Status Date Sources
PLP 726; SOLOVIEV-MOSIN,
156/ SopH1ANOS, “"EYy00pa
Alysyres paroikos 1348 | Avzovaddoc, 506
landowner in PLP 22170; SoLOVIEV - MOSIN,
Kalogeriane (near 156/ SopHiaNos, “"Eyyoaga
Pacheus Trikala) 1348 | Avrovoddoc, 506
PLP 13618; SoLoviEv - MOSIN,
156/ SopH1ANOS, “"Eyyo0qa
megas Avrovoddog, 506; BEEs,
| Petros Koutzalas stratopedarches 1348 | Todupata, 71
PLP 204/ 91038;
Kantakouzenos [as in n. 85],
11 320; H. HunGER, Urkunden
und Memoirentext: Der
Chrysoboullos Logos der
Johannes Kantakuzenos fiir
Johannes Angelos, JOB 27
(1978), 121; NicoL, Despotate
| John Angelos governor of Thessaly 11342-1348 | of Epiros 1247-1469, 107
Preljub Serbian governor 1355-56 | PLP 23720
PLP 3090; SoLoviEV - MOSIN,
| Voulpavos landowner 1359 | 220
PLP 3191; SoLoVIEV - MOSIN,
Vratesis landowner 1359 | 220
PLP 938; SoLoviEV - MOSIN,
| Georgios Andritzas | Doukas of Trikala 1359 | 224
eldnuova v
TOAYUATOV XAl
TOTOOEIX TNV EIC PLP 2094; SoLoviEv - MOSIN,
| Georgios Balsamas | drxavra, landowner 1359 | 224
PLP 4240; SoLoviEV - MOSIN,
Gloubavas paroikos 1359 | 218, 256
PLP 7560; SoLOVIEV — MOSIN,
Theotokis landowner 1359 | 220
PLP 13326; SoLoViEV - MOSIN,
Koteanitzis landowner 1359 | 220
PLP 19162; SoLoVIEV - MOSIN,
Michalakis landowner 1359 | 222
PLP 23151; SoLoviEv - MOSIN,
Pigonites landowner 1359 | 222, 226
PLP 21185; SoLoviEV - MOSIN,
Symeon Uro$ 208-211, 212-215, 216-229,
[ Palaiologos ruler of Thessaly 1359-1371 | 240-249, 250-257
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| Anthroponyms Status Date Sources
PLP 11702/ 14079; SoLOVIEV -
| Kessianos home owner 1359-1366 | Mosin, 220,
priest, sakellarios
of the cathedral of
Michael Larissa 1365 | PLP 19122
PLP 1569; SoLoviEv - MOSIN,
Aspietes landowner 1366 | 254
PLP 7564; SoLOVIEV - MOSIN,
George Theotokis landowner 1366 | 256
PLP 5809; SoLoviEv - MOSIN,
Drakondaetis landowner 1366 | 254
megas oikonomos
of the St. Nicholas PLP 7155; SoLovVIEV - MOSIN,
| Theodosios monastery 1366 | 252
prior at the St.
| Takovos Nicholas monastery 1366 | Soroviev - MosIN, 252,
Loukiane PLP 13325; SoLoviEV - MOsIN,
Koteanitzena nun 1366 | 254
megas skeuophylax
and dikaiophylax,
envoy of the
| Georgios Perdikis patriarch 1371 | PLP 22438, MM 1, 514.
| Theodoretos priest 1371 | PLP 7346, MM 1, 514
PLP 7759; D.
PAPACHRYSANTHOU, A propos
wife of Symeon Uros d’ une inscription de Syméon
Thomais Palaiologos 1363-1372 | Uros, TM 2 (1967), 487.
priest, envoy of the
| Moses patriarch 1371-1379 | PLP 19943, MM 1, 514
PLP 20043; Beks, I'oduuoto,
100; HEuzEY, Jugement, 308,
314/ SOPHIANOS, ZVVOOLRO
yoduua, 27, 29; MM 1,
587-589; N. GIANNOPOULOS,
"Emiozomixol xotdhoyou
Beooaliag, Exetnoic PiA.
SvAL Iapvaooog 11 (1915),
172-225, ®coroyia 11 (1933),
329-342, 12 (1934), 125-141,
13 (1935), 22-36, 14 (1936),
metropolitan of (1933), 341; Laskaris, Deux
[ Neilos Larissa 1371-1388 | Chartes, 281
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Anthroponyms

Status

Date

Sources

children of the
nomophylax

1381/82

HEeuzey, Jugement, 310/
SOPHIANOS, ZUVOOLXO YOAUUOL,
28

Archoditzes
Maliassi

landowner

1381/82

PLP 1458; HEuzEY, Jugement,
310/ SoPHIANOS, ZVVOOL%O
voduua, 28

son of

| Notaropoulos

landowner

1381/82

PLP 20735; HEuzEY, Jugement,
310 / SOPHIANOS, ZVVOOL®O
yoduua, 28

| Gymnos

landowner

1381/82

PLP 4664; HEuzEY, Jugement,
310/ SoPHIANOS, ZVVOdL®HO
yoduua, 28

Zaglivanes

landowner

1381/82

PLP 6503; HEuzEY, Jugement,
310 / SOPHIANOS, ZVVOOL®O

| Zervos

landowner

1381/82

yoduua, 28

PLP 6537; HEuzEY, Jugement,
310 / SoPHIANOS, ZVVOdL®HO
yoduua, 28

Theodoros

| Sevastopoulos

pinkernes

1381/82

HEeuzey, Jugement, 316/
SOPHIANOS, ZUVOdL®O YoduuoL,
29

Toasaph / John Uros
| Doukas Palaiologos |

monk (son of Symeon

| Urot Palaiologos)

1381/82,
1385/86

PLP 21179; HEuzEY, Jugement,
308, 316 / SOPHIANOS, ZUVOOLRO
yoduua, 27, 29; N. Bees, Ta
Xewpoyoapa tdv Metemowy,
v. 1, Athens 1998, 219 (cod.
195), 568 (cod. 555); NicoL,
The Despotate of Epiros 1267-
1479, 152

prior at the Porta-

1381/82

PLP 16178; HEuzEY, Jugement,
314/ SoPHIANOS, ZVVOOL®O

Maria

Panagia monastery
wife of Alexios
Angelos
Philanthropenos

1381/82

yoduua, 29

Heuzey, Jugement, 306 /
SOPHIANOS, ZUVOOLXRO YOAuUUOL,
27

metropolitan of
Larissa

1381/82

PLP 20043; HEuZEY, Jugement,
308, 316 / SOPHIANOS, ZVVOOL®O
yoduua, 27, 29; BEES,
Fodupata, 39; MM 1, 587-589

(Nicholaos | grammatikos

1381/82

HEeuzey, Jugement, 316 /
SOPHIANOS, ZUVOOLXO YOAuUULOL,
29
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| Anthroponyms Status Date Sources
PLP 20735; HEuzEY, Jugement,
dikaiophylax of the 310 / SopHIANOS, ZUVOOLKO
| Notaropoilos Trikala bishopric 1381/82 | yoduna, 28
Heuzey, Jugement, 316 /
SOPHIANOS, ZUVOdL%O YOduuo,
| Petros pinkernes 1381/82 | 29
PLP 29750; DEMETRAKOPOULOS,
2iytAlo, 107; HEUZEY,
Jugement, 306/ SopHIANOS,
Alexios Angelos Zuvodro yoduua, 27; BEEs,
| Philanthropenos governor of Thessaly [1373-1389 | Toduuata, 27, 99
PLP 13324; HeuzEy, Jugement,
310/ SOPHIANOS, ZVVOOLHO
Theodouli yoduua, 28; BEEs, Modupata,
Koteanitzena nun 1381-1393 | 98
PLP 20919; Beks, Ta
Xewpoyoapa tdv Metedowy,
priest, chartophylax v. I, 219 (cod. 195), 568-569
| Thomas Xeros of the bishopric 1385-86 | (cod. 555)
grapheus,
dikaiophylax and
protonotarios of
the Metropolis of
Manuel Larissa 1392/3 | ZakytHINOS, Todupara, 286
PLP 18. He is probably
identified with Avasgos
Avarogos Georgilas | landowner 1393 | Georgilas (PLP 20)
PLP 27959; DEMETRAKOPOULOS,
| Angelos Tzimisches | landowner 1393 | Siyiddio, 107
Ivanis landowner 1393 | DEMETRAKOPOULOS, ZtyiAAto, 107,
PLP 17758; DEMETRAKOPOULOS,
Melidones landowner 1393 | SwyiAho, 107
PLP 19839; DEMETRAKOPOULOS,
Migiarine nun 1393 | Swyidho, 107
Chalapas PLP 30380; DEMETRAKOPOULOS,
Giurgitzas inhabitant 1393 | Swyidlho, 107
PLP 8914; ZAKYTHINOS,
Foduuata, 286; GIANNOPOULOS,
Emioxomixol xatdAoyol
1383/4, | (1933), 341; Bees, lodupata,
1386/7, | 35.Ipem, Ta Xewpoyoagpa t@v
1388/89, | Metedpowv, v. 1, 4-5 (cod. 2),
metropolitan of 1392/3- | 24 (cod. 21), 75 (cod. 51), 456
Joasaph I Larissa 1401/2 | (cod. 450Q)
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Anthroponyms Status Date Sources
dikaiophylax and
protonotarios of PLP 10059; Beks, lNoduuata,
the Metropolis of 1392/3- | 41, 45, 47, ZAKYTHINOS,
Michael Kavaris Larissa 1401 | Todupata, 284
priest-monk, Exarch
of Thessalonica,
Thessaly, Beroia,
Larissa, and second
| Ignatios Thessaly 1401 | PL.P 8012; MM 11, 524.

D. Acoritsas, F'odupa tov
Owovpevirov Iatoldoym
Ioaxein A (1498, Avy.) Yo
TO TOTOLAQY XA OTOVQOTTNYLOL
metropolitan of ot Oeooalio, Bug Zuu 29

| DionessiosI | [arissa 1490-1499 | (2019), 250

It must be noted that Alexios Alvanites, his brother, Ioannis, and three
sons, Manuel, Michael and Theodosios, actually resided in Klinovista, (or
Kleino, a settlement 57 km. west of Trikala). Also, although we have no
knowledge of the exact place of residence of Andreas Zaklivanes, Bardanes,
Demetrios Voutos, Michael Makrogenis, Leon Spinges, and Nikephoros
Neolos, we can assume that they probably resided in the region, because
their names are mentioned in a document regarding the dispute between
the Vodesades family and the Kalogeriane monastery, which lies 55 km. NW
of Trikala®. Archontes George Kourvouleas and Kalotas are related with
Voksista, a settlement of unknown location within the Trikala region®’.

Division of labour - already evident by the late Byzantine period
- had led to the development of artisan activity, as suggested by
the existence of workshops that processed an array of goods. Also,
references to trade and markets suggest that the city had become the
local market centre for the region. Not surprisingly, this seems to have

58. Koper - HiLp, Hellas und Thessalia, 282; STAMATELATOS, EAAnvix1] Tewyoagixn
Eyxvxlomaideia, v. 11, 122.

59. KobEer - Hip, Hellas und Thessalia, 180; STAMATELATOS, EAAnvixt) ['ewyooqinn
Eyxvxldomaideia, v. 11, 27.

60. Koper - HiLp, Hellas und Thessalia, 282; J. Koper - F. HiLp - K. Spanos - D.
AcrarioTis, H Bulavtvij @ecoalio. Owiopoi-Torovipa-Movaotioa-Naol (Translation
G. PARASKEVAS), Ocooaiind HugpoAdyto 12 (1987), 35-36; Beks, Toduuota, 72.
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attracted a large number of land-owners to the area: Petros Koutzalas
(uéyac oroaromeddoynec)®', Nikephoros Neolos, Alexios Alvanites
and his three sons, Manuel, Michael, and Theodosios®>, Konstantinos
Vodesis®, George Theotokes®, Koteanitzes®, Vratesis®, Michalakis
and Pigonites®’, Aspietes®, Drakondaetis®, Archoditzes Maliassinos™,
Ivanis’!,and Melidones’, allmentioned between 1340and 1393. Unfortunately,
there is no other information about their exact place of residence. Even though
there is no quantitative data - except for George Theotokes, who owned seven

61. SOLOVIEV - MOsIN, 156/ SopHIaNOS, “Eyyoaga Avrovoddog, 507: Erepov (uetdyiov)
GO mpooeveéEews 10D ueydiov otparomeddoyov 1ot Kovtladd 10 €ic dvouo TLumuevoy
10U Gyiov HEYaAOUdETUOOC %Al TEOmALo@opov Iewoyiov ued v &yel qumeliov,
ADQAPIWV, XNTOVQOTOTIWY XAl UUALXOT EQYATTNOIOV.

62. BEes, ['oduuota, 64: ovumraoovimy quiv xat Gro TV GoxovVImy... 100 NeoAov x Ui
Nuixn@opov... tdv viav xvp Ale&lov to0 émovoualo[uévov] AABavitov 100 1€ Mavouvnl
xai Myanh xai Ogodooiov.

63. BEks, loduuata, 69: tiotoav de xai t1ov Bodéonv Kwvotavtivov wg dvafdilovta
avT0US.

64. SoLoviEV - MosIN, 220: év 1) tomofeoiq 100 A@poatd, OToEUuaTe EXTd, ATIVOL
8ESwxe 6 Oegotoxrng, 256: ouoiws o0 I'ewQyiov 100 O0TOXRN QUITEA LN XAl OOTTITLAL

65. SoLoviev - MosiN, 220: &repov (Gumédiov) Smeo nydoaocev & Koteavitlng xai
SESwxev gic TV woviy, otpéuuata dvo.

66. SOLOVIEV — MOSIN, 220: £€repov (Gumédiov) gic thv Pamnvaiay, SmeQ xate@UTevVoOEY
0 Bodteons gig ywod@iLov 100 povaotnoiov.

67. SoLoviEv - MosIN, 222: amo tiic otdoews 100 IInyovitov éxeivov éSHAwoev
dvOpwmos Tig Agyouevos Muiyaldxns tomov GAowdn xal Aoyywdn, ijtor dfatov, xai
HAAALEQYNOEY QVTOV EIS YTV XWOAPLALQY.

68. SOLOVIEV - MOSIN, 254: £11 ye xal 10 fjutov tijg ZOVALAVE®WS, OTEQ ®Ol EVEQYETNOEY
1 facireia uov, xai dmep SEdwxrev 6 AomIETNG EXEIVOC.

69. SOoLOVIEV - MOSIN, 254: 11V Te dryooav avTiis ToU AQUXOVTAETODS EXEIVOU.

70. HeEuzey, Jugement, 310: Qoavtws xal ywoagiaiav yiyv xol UtV TQOCEVNVEYUEVNY
Ex 100 Aéon, ¢ xal tolalto gionuéva éowxnmia, 1 6& xal VadoxeEL TEQQ TOU TOTAUOT,
TaEaGOE0VTOS ETEQOV motauo ITvoyetot, Nv xateiyev O Aopxovtittne Maiiaoonvog,
SoPHIANOS, ZuVodxs yoduua, 28: Qoavtws xai ywooaeiaiay yiv xal aUTi)V TQOOEVNVEYUEYNY
éx 100 eipnuévov Aéom, w¢ xal tolaito glpnuéva écwximia, 1 6& xal Uxdoyel TEoa TOD
mapadoEovtos ETépov motauot Iupyntod, v xal xateiyev 6 Apyovtiting Maitaoonvog.

71. DEMETRAKOPOULOS, Zty(AAL0, 107: %0l € dyopaoi( ag) T@v adtdv ETepov dumériov
00 IfAVN, WOEl uoSiwv TEVTE.

72. DEMETRAKOPOULOS, ZtyiMAlo, 107: xal oUv avtoic tot MeAndovn 10 oTao€iov,
Guméria [te] ywodgia domnTia xal E0yaoTHoLA.
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otoéuuata of land, and Afratas, who owned a vineyard of five uodiot - we
can construct an approximate picture of their properties, which included
farmlands, vineyards, vegetable gardens, mills, and private residences inside
the city of Trikala. A dispute between Michalakes and Pigonites reveals
an attempt to increase agricultural production by expanding tillable land.
Records show that Michalakes had encroached on a piece of untilled land
belonging to Pigonites, carrying out certain improvements to turn it into
arable land”. In the end, ownership of the encroached land was handed
over to Michalakes by Stephanos Gavrielopoulos, governor of Trikala since
1325, and, following the city’s capture by the Byzantines, by the Byzantine
emperor Andronikos IIT Palaiologos™ In a similar incident recorded in
Symeon Uro$ Palaiologos’ chrysobull in favour of the St. George Zablantia
monastery, a man named Vratesis had gone on to farm six otpguuata of land
that belonged to the monastery. These concessions reveal an increasingly
conciliatory stance adopted by the authorities, who more often than not
made decisions favouring those who carried out improvements to the land
so as to increase production, thereby raising tax revenues. Intensification of
agricultural production highlighted the importance of local market centres
for the distribution of local produce and led to the involvement of land-
owners in trade and crafts, as demonstrated by the existence of markets and
workshops in the city. Finally, the Trikala hoard / 1949 suggests that by the
middle of the 13th c. several inhabitants of the city had already began using
money for transactions™.

73. SOLOVIEV - MOSIN, 222: xai xaAAMEQYNOEY aUTOV €IS YRV ywoagiaiav.

74. SorLoviev, MosiN, 222: xai £5600n aut® mapld TOU TOTE QUOEVTEVOVTOS
0efa0To*0ATO00S TOD I'affOINAOTOVAOV, XUl XATEIXEY AVTO, Ul TAQX TIVOS SLEVOYAOTUEVOG,
€LO0vTOoS 8¢ TOoU aidoiuov faciréwg éxeivov, Tol IladaioAoyov, xal TV xaTdoTaAoLY TV
TotxdAwv moinoauévov, €600n xal @ ONOEVTL Miyalddxn St TQOOTAYUATOS TO EIQNUEVOY
KWOAPLOV.

75. G. NikoLaoU, Noutopatixy ®xuxhogopio oty pulavtivi @eooalia, in: To voutouo
010 Oeo0aiino ywpo, Athens 2004, 584; M. GaLaNI-KRikou, Zvufohj otnv €oevva ng
®VRAOQOQIOS UECULMVIXDV VOULOUAT®WY 010 Agomotdto tng Hmelpov, in: IMToaxtixd
Awebvovg Svumooiov yia 10 Agomotdro s Hrelpov (Apta 27-31 Maiov 1990), Arta
1992, 127-128, 142; EapEM, Zvufol] otV ®urhogogia fevetindy grossi II-IA” ai. otov
eMadins xdEo, ne agoouy £va Onoaved, Agyatoloyixd Avdlexto € AOnvav 21 (1988),
172-173; A. StaHL, Venetian coinage in Medieval Greece, in Economies méditerranéennes,

équilibres et intercommunications Actes du Ile Colloque International d’ histoire, Athénes
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Trikala’s role as the administrative centre for the region influenced
local social stratification, with doukas / “kephale” and archontes making it
their place of residence. In 1348, following the Serbian conquest of Thessaly,
general Preljub made Trikala the seat of his administration and in 1359
Symeon Uro§ Palaiologos settled permanently in the city. Also, the fact
that the uéyac oroatomeddapyns was stationed there demonstrates the city’s
function as a military centre. During the entire 14th century, Trikala is
described as a xdotpov - another indication of its military function’,

There are several reports about the local bishopric and metropolis -
especially after Trikala became the Seat of the local metropolis in the early
14th century - and the monasteries of Porta Panagia and St. Nicholas, as
well as their respective administrative structures. The offices mentioned
are those of bishop; metropolitan; prior; priest; uéyas oxevopvla§ and
Suxaropura& (of the Trikala bishopric); Sixatoguiaé and mowtovotdoLoc
(of the Metropolis); priest and oaxeAddotog, yoagevs, dixatopulag and
mowtovotdptoc (of the Metropolis); yaotopuia& (of the Metropolis);
xaotopuia& and ugyac oirxovouoc (of the St. Nicholas monastery). This
highlights the importance of the administration of the church within the
local community, particularly in the management of the diocese’s assets
- as revealed by the presence of a patriarchal exarch, a yaotopiuiag,
a mowtovotdptoc s, and a ogaxeAldotoc in the city - and the handling
of judicial affairs - as demonstrated by the offices of Sixatopivias and
xaotopulas, which, according to Theodoros Valsamon, were in effect at
least by the late 12th century.

The detailed listing of church officials suggests that Trikala was an
ecclesiastical province heavily staffed from top to bottom by a hierarchy
of appointed bureaucrats. The transfer of the Seat of the local metropolis

1985, 371; D.M. METcaLF, Questions of style and detail in Byzantine Numismatics, GRBS 3
(1960), 212-213.

76. TAreL, Taomas, 498: castrum de Latrichala... (From a 1325 epistle by Sanudo);
SoPHIANOS, XQUOoGBoVAAO, 25: GAAY O xal évidg ToT xdotpov TotxdAwv (From the 1336
chrysobull issued by Andronikos IIT Palaiologos in favour of the Porta-Panagia monastery);
HEeuzey, Jugement, 310/ SopHIANOS, Zvvodird yoduua, 27 Ecwximia tAnoiov 100 xAoTo0ov
(minutes of the Zablantia synod from 1381/82); DEMETRAKOPOULOS, Zty(hhio, 106-108: x1d¢
100 xdotpov ToixdAwv (From a 1393 sigillion issued by Patriarch Antonius IV in favour
of the Christ the Saviour of Megalai Pylai monastery).
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from Larissa to Trikala in the early 14th century represented a move
towards a more centralized power structure within the church. After all, the
metropolitan of Larissa had already settled in Trikala, where his jurisdiction
was extended over a number of bishoprics in Thessaly and Magnesia, as
evidenced by a patriarchal document from 13717".

il. 1454/55

An analysis of the data from the 1454/55 Ottoman tax register reveals
further information about the size of Trikala’s population. The capital of
the sanjak of the same name at the time, Trikala was home to 251 Muslim
families and 9 Muslim widows (47.7 %) and 212 Christian families and 73
Christian widows (52.29%) - a total of 545 tax units’. According to the
average household size suggested by N. Beldiceanu and Irene Beldiceanu-
Steinherr”™, Trikala’s total population was approximately 2500, with
Christians comprising 40% (994 people) and Muslims 60% (1524). The
districts of cami (mosque), Tabbagan (tanners), Bolayir, kassib Ahmed
(Ahmed the butcher), kassiz Mustafa (Mustafa the silk-breeder), Helvayi
Ali (Ali the halvah maker), Birgi, and Yazici Hizir (Hizir the clerk) were
predominantly Muslim®, as were the freedmen community of Turahan Bey
and Omer Bey, and a village called Petroporos (Petroporid)®'. Christians
occupied six districts: the second (Saniye), third (Salise), fourth (Rabi),
and fifth (Hamise), the district of Michael Martis (Mihal Marti), and the
Arvanites (Arnavudan) district®%

By the mid-15th century Trikala’s population roughly equaled that of
Larissa - they were the two biggest cities in the Thessaly region. However,
unlike Larissa, Trikala was a comparatively thriving city at the time of its
capture by the Ottomans. Its Byzantine inhabitants chose to remain in the

77. MM 1, 587-589.

78. The list of inhabitants includes an individual called Siileyman, an Islamized Jew
(Yahudi) (M. DEeLILBASI - M. ARIKAN, Hicri 859 Tarihli siiret-i Defter-i Sancak-i Tirhala,
Ankara: Tiirk Tarih Kurumu 2001, 2. BELDICEANU - NASTUREL, Thessalie, 120).

79. N. BELDICEANU - IR. BELDICEANU-STEINHER, Recherches sur la Morée (1461-1512),
SiidostF 39 (1980), 46-47.

80. DELILBASI - ARIKAN, Defter, 1-4.

81. DELILBASI - ARIKAN, Defter, 4.

82. DELILBASI - ARIKAN, Defter, 4-7.
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city, which retained a strong Christian element, even though by the mid-
15th century the majority of the population were Muslim. Larissa, on the
other hand, was more or less re-established as a Turkish Muslim city after
its conquest.

One issue that arises here is whether the population data from the 15th
century actually reflect the size of the city during the previous late Byzantine
era. The approximate number of a thousand Christian inhabitants found in
the 1454/55 document seems rather small - the total number of the city’s
inhabitants during the late Byzantine era had to be bigger than that. This
number probably reflects the size of the city’s population at the end of the
14" century, when it was captured by the Ottomans, after a century-long
demographic decline®. Also, apart from the demographic crisis, Trikala
appears to have been hit by the “black death” in 1348, when the epidemic
spread to Thessaly. Among its victims was John Angelos, who, in all
probability, died in Trikala - the seat of his administration - along with a
substantial number of the city’s inhabitants. However, throughout the 14th
century and even before the Ottoman conquest and subsequent colonization,
Trikala had seen an influx of migrants, who had probably filled population
vacuums created by the epidemic. Among the Christian districts of Trikala
listed in the 1454/55 document there is one that was occupied by Arvanites.
Several more Arvanites were interspersed in the other Christian districts -
35 persons out of a total of 285 (12.2 % of the city’s Christian population)3*.
According to John Kantakouzenos’ account, the Arvanites first came to
Thessaly in the 1320s%. Considering the time that would have elapsed before

83. K. Moustakas, H dnuoyoaguxi xpion tov ¥otegov pecoimva otov eAMvIre xdo.
H mepintmon g votio-ovatolniic Maxedoviog (14oc-150¢ at.), Mvijuwv 25 (2003), 9-33.

84. DELILBASI, ARIKAN, Defter, 5, 7.

85. Ioannis Cantacuzeni eximperatoris Historiarum, ed. L. ScHopeN, v. I, (CSHB), Bonnae
1828, 474: oi t&x dpewva ti)c Oettariog veuouevor AABavol afacilevtor Maiaxdoior xol
Mumroviot xat Meoapital o T@V QUAGQYMV TOOOAYOQEVOUEVOL, TEQL SUOXLAIOVS %Al
uvolovs 6vteg, mpooexvvnoay EAOGVTES xal VTEo)ovTo SoVAeUoELY. édedoireoay yao um,
XEWDVog EmeABovTog, diaplapdory Va0 TV Pouaiwv, dte moAv oixotvtes ovdsuiav,
QAN Bpeoty EvOLaToifovtes xal xwoiols Svompooodois; MAaGpaLINo, History, 109, 250, 320-
322; BELDICEANU - NASTUREL, Thessalie, 105; FERIANCIC, Tesalija, 98-105; Spanos, Ouxiouol
[as in n.5], 28, 31, 137, 140-141, 204-206, 240-241, 260-264, 276-278, 303-307, 377-379, 424-
431, 622-623; D. NicoL, Meteora, the rock monasteries of Thessaly, London 1963, 85.
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a number of these farmers and stock-farmers started to move to cities, it
therefore follows that the Arvanites began to settle in Trikala after 1348 -
probably to make up for a shrinking population.

Ultimately, it is possible that the approximately 1000 Christians
who were registered as living in Trikala in 1454/55 represented the entire
population of the city in the late 14th century. However, considering the
population decrease that almost certainly occurred during that crucial
century, it is likely that the population of Trikala in the early 14" century
would have been considerably larger - possibly approaching the number of
the city’s inhabitants in the middle of the following century, after the city
would experience further growth as the Seat of political and ecclesiastical
power in the region.

The number of Trikala’s islamized inhabitants appears to be negligible:
Only three Muslims are described as being Islamized in the 1454/55 document
(Yusuf and Inebeyi, described as ahriyan, and Siileyman, who was formerly
Jewish)®¢. However, the low numbers of indigenous islamized inhabitants do
not necessarily reflect the number of islamized Muslim inhabitants of the
city. A considerable portion of Trikala’s Muslim inhabitants were freedmen
(azade) - most likely former slaves, who were islamizad before or after their
emancipation, or as a prerequisite for it. The 35 freedmen among the 260
registered members of the local Muslim community (13.46%) were certainly
not native to the city. Given that sixty years had passed since the Ottomans
conquered Trikala and its surrounding area, it is likely that the enslavement
of the local population would have stopped along with the Ottoman raids®’.
Therefore, these freedmen - who would not have been very old at the time
- were probably captured during Ottoman raids in other areas outside
the Ottoman state and brought to Trikala as slaves to wealthy Muslims®®,

86. DELILBASI - ARIKAN, Defter, 2, 3, 4.

87. This is corroborated by the existence of freedmen itself. These were former slaves
that subsequently became involved in local productive activities, as evidenced by data on the
tax register.

88. For more about this, see K. Moustakas’ remarks about the Drama region [K.
Moustakas, H megloyf g Agduog 0to HeTAliUlo TOV UECULMVIXMDV ROl TMV VEOTEQWYV
¥06vwv. TTAnBvoude nat owtonol (B wod 150v - apyéc 160v awdva), in E- Extotyuovixi
Svvavmon. H Apdua xat n meotoxn e lotopia xar IToltiouds. Aodua 18-21 Maiov
2006, Drama 2013, 431-454]. See also KotzaGEorais, OOwuavixi IToAn[as in n.14], 159-163.
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Several of these slaves were probably from Peloponnesus and would have
been captured during the raids of Turahan Bey - the same person who led
the conquest of Larissa and Thessaly in 1423 - between 1423 and 1453. Also,
a large portion of Trikala’s freedmen were freed by Turahan Bey himself.
These were registered as a distinct group among the Muslim population and
probably enjoyed some kind of tax exemption, although there is no explicit
mention of such a thing in the available sources®. Eventually, it appears
that the overwhelming majority of Trikala’s Muslim population was in fact
made up of settlers or slaves, as evidenced by the listing of freedmen in the
tax registers.

e. Social and Economic development, 1454/55

Trikala’s economy in the mid-15th century is reflected in the available tax
data:

Table 2%
Revenue

Type of tax Activity / Product (in aspra) | Percentage
Agricultural activities and products 10.669 23,13%
wheat 1.904 4,12%
barley 375 0,81%
flax 200 0,43%
viticulture 7.460 16,17%
cotton 150 0,32%
mills (11) 330 0,71%
pigs 250 0,54%
Commercial taxes 29.700 64,41%

Kist-i bazar ve niyabet ve
ihtisab 27.000 58,55%
Ma’ ber der ab-i Likostem 2.700 5,85%
Personal taxes (ispence) 5.738 12,44%
Total 46.107 100%

89. DELILBASI - ARIKAN, Defter, 4.
90. DELILBASI - ARIKAN, Defter, 1, 7-8.
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It is clear that trade and crafts were the lifeblood of the city’s economy.
Agricultural activity appears to have been limited, with the exception of
viticulture, which, given the Muslim attitude towards alcohol, was probably
dominated by Christians. Here, the census taker makes an important
distinction between Christians and Muslims, listing the latter’s professional
occupations but omitting further information about the former. Muslims
were mostly involved in trade and crafts. N. Beldiceanu and P.S. Nasturel
arrive at the following categorization: 43 individuals were involved in
the textile industry (4 knitting manufacturers, 2 priestly cap makers, 5
silk spinners, 13 tailors, 3 haberdashers)®’; 57 families were involved in
leather prosessing and manufacturing (14 tanners, 11 boot makers, 18
slipper makers, 7 sandal makers, and 7 saddle makers)?% there are also 6
butchers, 4 potters, 4 farriers, 2 boza makers, 2 jewellers®, 1 boiler maker,
1 rope maker, 1 drum manufacturer, 1 porter, 1 grocer, 2 pedlars, and 2
tradesmen (without any further information). Finally, several inhabitants
belonged to the military unit of the aqingi®. 144 households in total were
involved in trade and crafts. Unfortunately, the professional occupations
of Christians have not been recorded. However, it is highly likely that a
number of Christians would have also been involved in trade and crafts, as
well as viticulture - the only agricultural activity of note in the area. Also,
it appears that Mehmed II had issued a berat granting viticulture privileges
to the Christian families living in the third quarter®.

There is also a detailed listing of the properties of Turahan Bey’s vakif
in Trikala®; these included a bath, several butchers’ shops, commercial
stores and market stalls, two mills, and four flour manufacturing facilities,
yielding a total income of 13000 aspra®. A 1446 endowment deed reveals

91. BELDICEANU — NASTUREL, Thessalie, 140.

92. BELDICEANU — NASTUREL, Thessalie, 140.

93. BELDICEANU - NASTUREL, Thessalie, 140.

94. Turkish light cavalry unit that fought for spoils. For this see BELDICEANU - NASTUREL,
Thessalie, 149.

95. DELILBASI = ARIKAN, Defter, 6.

96. For further discussion see KotzaGeorats, O8wuavixi I[ToAn, 155-163.

97. DELILBASI - ARIKAN, Defter, 34-35; For further information see G. STOURNARAS,
Osooahnéc méhelg natd ™y medyun obwuaviry mepiodo. Ta Tolxalo (Tirhala) xal n
Adoroa (Yenisehir) péoa amd Tic apyeraxéc mnyée, in P. DrakouLss - G.P. Tsotsos (ed.),
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that Turahan Bey founded a mosque, two churches, two zawiyas, and several
charitable institutions in Trikala, endowing them with property and assets
for their upkeep. The assets in Trikala were listed as follows: 3 workshops, 2
butchers’ shops, a salt shop, a coppersmith’s workshop, a soap manufacturing
facility, and an unspecified number of other workshops®. The vakif’s annual
expenses for building maintenance and salaries amounted to 3650 aspra®.
According to the unpublished register BBA/TT 36 from 1506, the vakif’s
income that year amounted to 31740 aspra. There are also mentions of
a bath, a shop that sold heads of lambs, a boza manufacturing facility, a
weaving mill, a butcher’s shop, a tented market stall, 12 mills (inside and
around the city), 18 dugégin-i serha (these too were shops that sold heads
of lambs), and 79 other shops'®. Two endowment deeds from 1474 and 1484
reveal the establishment of another vakif by Omer Bey. The 1474 document
mentions several charitable foundations that had been set up in Trikala -
four churches, the Haider Hane (zawiya), the Tsille Hane (zawiya) with its
12 rooms - and a number of properties and assets all across the city: 44
workshops, 9 inns, 7 tanneries, 16 residences, one two-storey building, 4
mills (three of them in the Alonia district)'’!, 7 fountains, 2 sour orange
orchards, gardens, vineyards, and unspecified numbers of butchers’ shops,
groceries, wool shops, other workshops, and inns!®2. The document from
1484 lists two additional charitable foundations - a seminary (medrese) and
a school that had been established during the intervening decade - and shows
an increase in the vakif’s assets, which now appear to include 25 cobbler’s
shops, 29 tanneries, 10 wool shops, 87 workshops, 3 inns, 2 mills, one estate,
an unspecified number of farrier workshops, and several plots of land!'®.
Expenses for the Trikala foundation amounted to 5110 aspra for 1474 and

Iotoouxn, xowvavixy kot TOAEOOOULRT] AVAAVON TOV YWEOV. ApLépmwua otov xadnynti
Evayyeho IT. Anuntoiddn, Thessalonica 2014, 269-285.

98. S. Gourouuss, Ta agieomtioie Twv Tovoayavidwv: 1 eAANVIXT uUETAPOQON,
Athens 2003, 53-61.

99. GourouLss, Agteowtiota Tovoayavidwy, 64.

100. BELDICEANU - NASTUREL, Thessalie, 122.

101. Spanos, Owxtouol [as in n. 5], 191.

102. GourouLis, Agieowtioia Tovoaxavidwy, 71-79.

103. GourLouLis, Agtepowtioie Tovpoaxavidwv, 89-107.
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30827,5 aspra for 1484'%, According to the BBA/TT 36 register from 1506,
the total income from Omer Bey’s vakif in Thessaly was 207474 aspra'®,
In her article To dixTvo tTwv Baxovgpimv s moAns twv TotxdAwv, 15%-
16° at. (= The Vakif Network in Trikala, 15th-16th c.), S. Laiou addresses
the role of the vakif in the shaping of the city’s character!®. She believes
that the establishment of the charitable foundations provided a boost to the
city’s economy and helped transform its urban landscape. The founding of a
vakif was a socially and culturally established Muslim practice designed to
preserve family wealth. It was a way for the upper military class to ensure
that their assets would pass to their heirs / relatives, as suggested by the
hereditary nature of the position of the trustee!?’.

CONCLUSIONS

A comparison between the data of the BBA/MM 10 tax register and data
from late period Byzantine sources reveals that the city had continued
to function as an administrative and trading centre, although by then
agricultural production had probably been reduced. This was probably
the result of a strong Muslim presence - already evident by the mid-15th
century - that helped transform Trikala’s character.

104. Gourouuis, Agiepowtijota Tovoayavidwv, 81-82, 110-111.

105. M. KieL, Das Tiirkische Thessalien: Etabliertes Geschichtsbild versus Osmanische
Quellen. Ein Beitrag zur Entmythologisierung der Geschichte Griechenlands, in: Die Kultur
Griechenlands in Mittelalter und Neuzeit, Gottingen 1996, 143.

106. Latou, Aixtvo Baxovgiwv [as in n. 13], 125-150.

107. Latou, Aixtvo Baxovgimv, 138, 150.
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TA TPIKAAA THE OESSAAIAS KATA THN YSTEPH BYZANTINH
Kar1 tuN ITromva OeaMANIKH [TEPIOAO

H ovvBeon tov dedouévov tov obmuavirov xratoaotiyov BBA/
MM 10 pe to otoueio twv anydv g votepofulovtivig mepddov,
ATOXROAVTTEL TN OVVEYELD OTIC AELTOVQEYiES TS TOANS TwVv Towdlwy wg
€EEYOVTOC SLOUNTLROU KOL ELTOQLROU REVTOOU, EVEH TO AYQOTIXRG OREAOG
™S owovoutag t™g molews eixe evdeyouévmg mepropotel. H Paownn
OL0LPOQOTOINOM €XEL VO RAVEL UE TNV LOYVEN, KOl TAELOYNPLRT HON s
o L€oa Tov 150V oLV, TOEOVOIN TOV LOVOOVAUAVIXOU OTOLXEIOV, TOV
oALGCeL o8 onuovTins foabud Ty puoloyvmuio Thg TOANG.
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