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2TAYPOYAA XONAPIAOY

H «EmBoyaH» Toy PoMaNOy Boina
Mia MopeH TTPOAHWHE ZYNOMOzIAT 2TA MEsA Toy 110Y AIONA

H exbnAwon cuvepooiag 6ev anoteAovos Ondvio @aivopevo om parpaiovn 10To-
pia tov Buzavtiov. And mv dnoyn avti, n émBouvdri tov Pepavet Boinal katd tou
Kwvotaviivov ©° Movopdxov (1042-1055) 6s 6a napovoiaze 1&iaitepo evdiagé-
pov, £Gv o 1pénog avipstdmong mg and to Puzavuvd nyspdéva dev mv kKab-
groloe yeyovog A€o va SigpeuvnOei.

Ané toug Buzavuvols ouyypagels nmov Rataypdeouvy 1o yeyovog?, o Mixani
Wedh6g sivan 181aitepa S1e€odikodg kan napactactukos. Kard ouvénsia, n e1Ikdva nov
OXNPAtizovpe yia 10V AauTOKPATopa Kal 1o ouvepdm, kabog kal n dnoyn nov Sia-
popedvovpe yia ta aina kar mv e§£AiEn mg cuvepooiag, ogsidoviar katd kPO
AbGyo ot paptupia Tov Buzaviivod 16ToPIROV.

1. Tia mv emfouvdni tov Boida BA. En. AamnPog, *Hro 6 Popavos Boidag yeAwtonoiog;, NE 9,
1912, 301-304 Al G. C. SavviDEs, Romanus Boilas: Court Jester and Throne Counterclaimant in the
mid-Eleventh Century, BS! 56, 1995, 159-164. TTppA. G. SCHLUMBERGER, ‘H Buzavrivit énonoifa kard
téAn s 1" éxarovraetnpibos, Tpitov pépos. Al nopupoyévuntor Zon kai Ocobdpa, ptep. I Aapnpi-
Sov, Abrva 1906, 763-773 Kaaaorm MMovpaapa, KaBooiwois kai tupavvis kard rovs uéoovs Buza-
vivoos xpévous, . MaksSovirn Svvaoreia (867-1056), Abriva 1981, 125-126° J.-Cl. CHEYNET, Pouvoir
et contestations & Byzance (963-1210), Tapio1 1990, ap. 69, 62-63- Ah. I'. K. ZABBIAHs, MeAétes Suza-
vrivri¢ 1otopias 11ov-1300 aidva, 2A0hva 1995, 32. Tnv npooenikémra tov Boida éxe1, s€aAdov, oria-
ypagrioel n Mapyapita Avunepdrn oto Bsarpikd mg épyo, Zaori, Abrva 1985.

2. Tn cuvvepocia tov Bofda pvnpovebovy: o MixaHA WEAANOs, Xpovoypapia, k6. E. RENAULD,
[Mapior 1928, 11, 37-47 o IQANNHs ZKYAITZHs, Zovowss ‘lotopidv, £€k6. . THURN, Bepohivo-Néa Yoprn
1973, 473-474 o IoaNNHs ZONAPAg, “Emmroun ‘lotopiav, Bovvn 1897, 1Il, 644-646' o MixaHAa [AYKAg,
BiBdos Xpovikn, Bévyvn 1836, 597.
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Zopgwva pe 11g nyég, o Boihag nrtav avdpag tansivig karayoyngd kai vmn-
pPeToVOE OTA TAYPATA TOV OOUATOPULAdROV Tov Movoudxovd Adym mg emmdeld-
mrag kal kuplwg Ady®m g yAoooiriAg pstovefiag tov, pe mv onoia Saorébaze
noAL 0 autokpATopag, ypriyopa avantvxtnke avapeod 1oug c1ke16Iq, nov Padpi-
ala e€efixmre oe @inia ka1 o éva eibog e€dpmong tov evog and tov ARACS. Xg
ovviopo xpovikd Siaompa o Boidag nétuxe va katayontedoel kai 1ig 6o faci-
Aooeg, m Zon kar m Oeobdpal. AiaBétoviag, £to1, mv £0vold TOL AUTOKPATOPIKOV
nep1fdrdoviog Sev dpynce va avappixnBsi omv igpapxia 1600, dore 1a mpdra
@épetv gv BaoiNsiolg’.

Kard tov Mixaiia Wehdd, wotdoo, avopondyntos otéxog tov Boida ritav 1o
vnaro afiepa meg avrorparopiags. my enitevgn oL CTOXOL ALTOV TOV NAPARIVOL-
ge 10 0@odpd tov Ndbog yia piav ahavi npykimooda, spopévn tov Movopdxou?,
gv® 0 Bdvarog me Zeng vnnpfe kataddmg yia mv vACIoNON CUVOUOTIKOY OXE-
Siwvl0, ota onoia katépOwos va Cupnapactpsl OPITPEVOLS ANG TOLS MONTIKOUS
aviindhovg 1ov avtorparopa. Aiyo npiv mv oAOKAMIP®ON Mg MAEKTAVNG, £V T00-
101G, RAMO10¢ and toug cuvepyols tov Boida amokdivye ta tektavépeva grov
Kaovotaviivo, n avtiSpaon tov onoiocv vmiples sviehds anpooSoknmll,

O Movopdxog, avti va e€opyiotel pe 10 cuvepd-@IAc 1oV, Blpwos e Tov
ayyeAiapopo nov e€atiag Touv cuVeNEON 6 svLVoolPEVOS Tov. Advvardviag OPwS

3. Weanog, Xpovoypapia ll, 38 ZaNapag IlI, 645. Qotdéoo, katd mv dnoyn tov Sp. VRYONIS, The
Will of a Provincial Magnate, Eustathius Boilas (1059), DOP 11, 1957, 273, o Boihag avike og gmgavi
oIKOyEvELQ.

4, ZRKYNITZHs, 473: obrog ydp év 1ais érapeiais kararerayusvos.

5. Weanos, Xpovoypagia ll, 38-39 Zkyn1TzHs, 473, TpfA. Zanapag I, 645.

6. Wenaos, Xpovoypagpia ll, 41: duew ras Baoinibas ononoisitar TIpph. Zonaprag 11T, 645.

7. ZKYn1TZHg, 473. TpBA. eniong, WEAnOg, Xpovoypagia II, 38: kai and raov pidbav... petd tov
kopugaiov jords ZoNapPag LI, 645: kai ék 1@V p16dwv dvapnacBsis gic admv quiixBn v ovyrAnTKNY
kopupriv Tavkag, 597: 6 Pauavos 6 Boidos Oyobrar 1d péyiora

8. WEANOs, Xpovoypagpia ll, 42: ZaNAPag 1II, 645.

9. Zgpayiba xpovodoyolpevn 1o 1074, obppova pe tov Anp. OECAQPIAH (N. OIKONOMIDES [emp.
£k8.], Studies in Byzantine Sigillography 2, Washington D.C. 1987, 62-65), @épet o pia g éyn v
emypapn Geordre Poriber i on SovAn “Hprivn nperonpoébpiooa, i Buyarpi 100 é€ovaidropos "Ada-
viag ka1 avikel omv apavii npyrimooa Eiprivn, e€a8édgn me Mapiag AAaviig, cuzdyou tov Mixand Z'.
Katd m yvdun tov pedemui, npdreital yia m veapni epopévn tov Movopdxov, n onofa petd mv ngpi-
nételd mg pazi tov, kard Siatayn tov Mixanh Z” vopgevmke 10 1072 tov loadkio Kopvnvo, adehgpd 1ov
avtorpdropa Ade§iov A" Kopvnvot. O loadkiog 1o 1074 éAafe tov titho tov npwronpoéspov ra opi-
omre Sov€ Avtioxeiag.

10. WEAnos, Xpovoypapia ll, 41.

11. Weanos, Xpovoypapia ll, 42-43- LKYATTZHg, 473-474 ZONAPAG 1lI, 645-646' TavKag, 597.



H «EMBOYAH» TOY POMANOY BOTAA 51

va RaAdye! m ouvepooia, mv enopévn ouykAdeos S1kACTPIO, OTO omnoio mpoond-
Onos va napovoldosl 10 OPEIEPIOT WS ATOPO MAPAOUPPEVO ané KAkOBOLACLS
avBpdnovg, ahAd eNkpivEG Kal Akakol?, Mdahiota, petd mv aBdmon tov Kamyo-
poLPEvoL, 0 avToRrpAropag napébece moALTEAES cLUNOCIo, OTO Onoio o B10¢ Ntav
ovpnooiapxog, evd enfupog cvvbaimpdvag o cvvepdmgl3. Tap” 6da avtd, ol
OLVEVOXOI Tov Tehevtaiov Bacaviomrav, grepnBnkav mv nepiovcia tovg kar e§o-
plomrav!4. BéBaia, petd ng o@podpés emrpiosig mg Pacidicoas Ocobdpag kar g
adehgng tov Movopdxou Evnpeniag, s€opiomke ka1 o Boihag og koviivé vnoi. H
e€opia avm &¢ Giiprnoe napd 6éka pévo npépesls. O Spaomg avakindnke smoti-
PO 0Ta avartopa, 6mnov Ox1 pévo diampnoe aueiom m Sdvapn tov, anAd kal ano-
KOUIOE MePIOOGTEPOLS enaivovg Km npovopals,

Eivar npdypan afionepiepyos o 1pdnog pe tov onoio o avtorpdropag avripe-
1Omoe tov enifovho mg zaNng Kar ogetepiom tov Opdvou touv. H agnynon tov
Mixaina Wednod viofddiet otov avayvdom mv 106d nog n otdon 1ov AvtorpAaro-
pa ogesindtav omv 1810popen oxéon 1oL pe tov Boiha, tov Kard ranoio 1podno
yehwrtomnold 1ov, ota xépia Tov onoiov eixe katavmoer dBuppa. Ev tovtorg, n avii-
napdBson oroixgiov 1@V Buzaviivodv mMydv, n avaivon mg NpoComKOMIAS 1OV
600 mpotayoviotdy, n Oiicbvon omv wuxodoyia tov Pacikob agnynmi (Tov
Mixanh Wedhov), kaBog kal n ouve€éraon cOyxpovav pe mv émPouiri tov Boiha
10TopIRGOV oLPRAviev, Snpiovpyolv Ty evIdNEON DK Mo® and 1a nepypapops-
va yeyovota LIOKPVNTETAl Pid AAAN NpaypatkémIa.

O Mixand Wehnog, kar akohovBdviag tov o lodvvng Zeovapdgl?, oriaypagodv
tov Boiha oav évav ahimipio, vnokpim kar @Adapo!d. O ledvyng Zkuditzng, avti-

12. Katd m péon Buzavuvn nepiobo o avtorpdropag, podovan e51kaiodto g aveéAeyriog pno-
vdpxng va rpivel cOppova Pe v Npocekh 10v dnoyn, £V 1oVToIg KatéBatds npoonddelq, Gote n and-
@aon tov va ompizetar om voppdémta ka1 va pnv eivar anotédsopa avBapsoiag Aikatepivn XPIETODI-
AOTIO'YAOY, TloAteiard Gpyava kai kpdrog Sikaiov om Buzavtiva abrokparopia, "A@iépwua orév Niko
ZBopdévo, 1, PéBupvo 1986, 205-206.

13. WeAnOs, Xpovoypagia ll, 43-44.

14. ZKynrrzHg, 474 Zonapag I, 646 Tavkag, 597. Eivar aionpdoerio 611 o Wedddg S pvn-
povedsl My Tipepia 1ov guvevdxwv tov Boida

15. WEnnos, Xpovoypapia ll, 44-45.

16. WEAnOs, Xpovoypagia ll, 45 Zkoditzng, 474

17. O lwdvvng Zevapdg yia T cuyypaen avmg mg neptdoSov ompizetar kuping oto épyo tov Weh-
Aol: 05, AAMWIAHg, “O Mixand WeAhog @¢ nnyn thg «Emropnig» 1o ledvvov Zavapd, EEBX 19,
1949, 170-188.

18. WeanOs, Xpovoypapia ll, 38 Zaovapdg 11, 645.
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Beta, Tov Xapakmpizel wg Gropo 1diaitepa evxdpIoTo, Kavod Kar nohvdidotarol?. H
Sidotaon avdpsca oug yvopes tov fuzavuvov ouyypapiov kal n mbavn kara-
yoyn tov Boida ané mv Kannabokia?d, cuvnyopodv vnép mg dnoyng neg n 1616-
nn ophia Tov ogeidTav omv EevoTponn npoPopd mg eAMVIKNG YyAGCOAg Kal
6x1 og kanoia QuOoIKA peiovelia, svd n RowwvKA toL Guodog Baocizotav Rupimg
omy 1KavomIa kar 6x1 omv novnpia tovzl.

AhAoote, 0 Mixanh WeAndg evBdveral kal yid My napapop@opévn 1kGva mov
npoohappdvel o avayvdomg, 6cov apopd tov Kewvotavtivo Movopdxo. O tehsu-
1aiog 1xvoypageitm oav pepds Ralr ginonaiypov dvBponog, oav abbvapog kai
avevBuvog avtorpdropas. Nedtepeg épevves, @OTOC0, GUYKAIVOLY OV Anoyn Nmg
0 Movopdxog vmmpe eAKVOTIKG ATopo kal petappudpoms nyspdvag?2. H ehagppod-
mrIqg, eNOpEVmS, Kal n avevBuvdmra nov 1ov npocdntel o Puzaviivog cuyypagéag
Sev taipidzovv o1o afiopa ka1 oMy NPoo®MKOMTA TOL.

Kard i papropia, e€addov, t1ov Mixaria Wedhoo, o aviorpdropag Sev @aive-
tai va aviperdmze pe mv ida emeikeia 1g evavtiov 1oL unxavoppapiss. ZOpQw-
va pe tov 10TopIkG, Alyo rapd nptv mv gmpPouari 1ov Bolhq, sixe cudAngOel kanoi-
o¢ BapBapog vynddg afibparotxog mv dpa nmov £roipazétav va SoAo@ovnoel Tov
avtorpdropa oto rpefdn tov. O tedevtaiog avérpive npooomkd 10 CLVEPOM He
o@odpomra kar pn Aapfavoviag kavonomntikég anavmoelg diétale va tov paca-
vicouv QPIKTA, NPOKEIPEVOL va PAPTUPNTEL TOLE CLVEVOXOULS TOLZ,

H otadiodpopia ka n npooomrémra tov Mixana Wennol pag npofinpari-
zouv 181aitepa yia mv apepoinyia mg agriynorig tov. Kard m Bacineia tov Movo-
paxov o 10TopIkOG anotéhece ota avdktopa pazi pe tov Kevotaviivo Agixoddn,
tov lodvvn Mavpénoda rkar tov ledvun Zigidivo tov nupriva piag opddag, n onola
otpize mv noAImknh mg Svapn rupieg om Zon24 kar ennpéaze NOKIAOTPON®S TO

19. ZKYA1TZHs 473: obros yadp ... xapiéotaros £50ev, obroc 6 dunp edurixavos @v Kai moIKiAos.

20. O Popavos Boidag raraydtav mbavorata and mv Kannabokia, oneg kat 0 opdvopog tov
Evotdbiog Boidag: Aamrros, "Hrio 6 Peopavog Boidag yehwtonoidg;, 303° SavviDes, Romanus Boilas,
160 P. LEMERLE, Cing études sur le XI€ siécle byzantin, Tapic1 1979, 44.

21. H dnoyn nog o Bofhag vnripge ma afidnoyn npoowmrdémta éxel ndn voompixtel and tov
AaMPo, *Hrto 6 Pepavog Boihag yehotonoidg;, 303, kar tov SAVIDES, Romanus Boilas, 160, 162.

22. LEMERLE, Cing études, 245 M. ANGOLD, The Byzantine Empire 1025-1204. A Political History,
Novbivo-Néa Yoprn 1984, 11, 36, 37, 39. BA. eniong Ztavpovha XONAPIAOY, O Kwvoravrivog ©°
Movopdxog kat n enoxri tov, abnp. S16artopkn Sarpifny, Abriva 1999.

23. WEanos, Xpovoypagia ll, 35-37. Ta 1o ovpfdv BA. eniong, Mnoypaara, KaBooiwars, 124~
125 CHEYNET, Pouvoir, ap. 67, oeh. 61.

24. XonaP1a0Y, O Kevortavtivos @ Movoudsxog, 238-240.
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KLUBepYNTIKG £pyo Tou Puzaviivod nyspdva 1a npdta xpdvia mg Pacideiag Tov?d.
Eivar ebhoyo neg n paybaia avobog tov Boiha avnovxnos tov Mixand Wehdo,
RABOS 0 véog moAltikdS aviinanog 61€6ste mv gdvoia 6x1 pdévo tov avtokrpdropa
anhd kat tov 6bo Bactmoodv.

H peraotpoen pdaiota tov Movopdxov, o onoiog petd 1o Bavaro mg Zeng,
yOpw oto 105026, katéomoe ocapn my npédson tov va anaddaysi and ov acgu-
RTIKO RAO16 1OV nepiBanioviog me?7 ka va ompixiel g diopa aQooi®uéva ano-
KALI0TIRA O autdv, oneg o Boidag, snnpéacge mbavorara apvntikd mv kpion tov
Mixaridh Wendoo. ‘Etol, napovsiace mv £mBoudri tov Boiha pe 1pémo peiotikd kai
yIa TOV ALTCKPATOpd Kal yia tov guvoolpevd tou. Eival, e€dndov, yvawotd 6u o
Buzavivog 10topikGG, pohovon vmpls £va Atopo suQLES KAl MOALTAAAVIO, OF
apkerd onpeia 1oL £pyov ToL AnokaAvNIEl MV epndBela KAl v NPoRATAANYnH Tov.

‘Eva akopn oroxeio, 1éhog, gupfdinel orov npofanpariopd pag. Mpo oto
1050 o1 mnyég ratdypaypav Sidgopeg andneipeg Rard me kevipikig eCovoias. Ertdg
ané m ovvepooia tov Boida kar tov Bdpfapov vyndod alieopatovxou, mv Gia
nepiobo katabikdomrs ot efopia ka1 yhwoootopndnke o Kovotaviivog Bapdg ag
vnontog pnxavoppagiag?®, evd kamyopndnkav o1 yior tov EvBupiov, Nikngdpog
kal Mixand, yia ndektdvn, omv onoia Cuplereixav cuyyeveig Toug Ral empaveig
Buzavtivoi?9. O1 addendAAnAsg avatpentikég svépyelieg katd mg KeVIpIRAG s€ovaiag
yopw oto 1050, 6 gaivoviar doxeteg pe 1o BAvaro mg Zeng KA 1ov ayova yia
emrpdmon ota avdkropa.

Yuvegetdzoviag ta oxetikG pe mv gmPouari tov Bolha oroixeia, pag Siverar n
Suvarémta va avacuvBécovpe v 10Topia pe 1pdno S1apopeTikG and KeiVo PE Tov

25. *An. KAPITOZHAOs, ZvuPodn ot pedémn to0 Biov kai 100 épyov 100 “lodvvn Mavpd-
nobog, lodvviva 1982, 32° XoNaP1a0Y, O Kevoraviivos ©° Movoudxogs, 142-143, 186-189, 240.

26. H Zari, 6tav navipedmke tov Paopavé T Apyupd 1o 1028, ritav odpgova pe tov WEAAO,
Xpovoypapia, 1, 34, 50 xpovdv, evd katd tov 610, Xpovoypapia ll, 50, d1av nébave, fitav 72 xpovav.
0O Bdavardg meg ouvenas npéner va ouvépn yopw oto 1050.

27. Metd 10 Bdvaro g Zeng anopdrplivenkav otadiakd and ta avdkropa npata o Kevotavri-
vog Aetxoudng kai votepa o ladvyng Mavpdnovg, evéd Babuiaia anodvvapdBnkav and cvoIACTIKA MOAI-
ukn e§ovoia 0 Mixand Weddds kai o loduvng Zipiafvog. O1 8o tedevtaior eyratédenpav 1o naddr to
1054: KAPITOZHAOg, ZvuBoin, 36-37 XONAP1AOY, O Kevoraviivos @ Movoudxog, 241-243.

28. Bios Nazdpouv Iadnoiérov, AASS Novembris [II, 540. Ia m cvvepocia BA. eniong, Mnoyp-
AAPA, KaBooiwois, 126-127 “Avva AAMIPOTIOYAOY, Biog o6 “Ocgiov Aazdpov (Si6akt. Sarpif),
Abriva 1986, 176-178 CHEYNET, Pouvoir, ap. 74, osh. 64-65 LABBI1AHs, MsAdtsg, 25.

29. ZKYAITZHg, 471 Biog Aazdpov, 541. Ia m cuvepocia BA. enfong, Moypaapa, Kabooiwois,
123-124: AamMniponoyaoy, Biog rod “Oadiov Aazdpou, 190-191- CHEYNET, Pouvoir, ap. 66, osh. 61° ZAB-
B1AHg, MeAéreg, 25.
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onoio raraypageral otig myés. O Bavarog mg Zeng vimpls agopun yia pia ogipd
MoAIMKOV avakarardfemv kal ekrabapiosov ota avdrropa, kabdg npdoona tov
nePIPAAACVIOS NG napaykevizovrav, evd vésg Suvdpeig aywvizoviav va emypari-
oouvv omv nopitikh oknvi. H obyxuon, n kaxvnoyia ka1 0 96Bog kabotoboav 6x1
poévo m Béon 1twv «avBpdnwy» Mg avtorpdreipag avaceann, adhd kar 1o Bpdvo
tov Movopdxov 1&aitepa emo@atn. A1GQOPeES CLVOUOTIKES eVEPYEIES £pXOVIAV
o100 Q®E, £vd kamyopieg yia Sodondokia ektofeboviav svavriov npoodnwmv, yid
MV APOCIinonN TOV ONoimV MPOg TOV ALTORPATOPA LIMMPXAV LHIOWIES KAl ap@IBoNies.
0O Kavotavtivog evayoving avazntodos agooi@pévous Ouvepyares Kal epguvodos
via mBavols oeetepiotés mg eSovaiag tov.

¥’ auvm mv rpiown @don, n guvdpopn tov Boiaa vmple onpavikni. Ev yvéd-
&1 TOL ALUTORPATOPA, RATACTTP®ONKE Kal T0nke Ot spappoyn ox£610 pe o1déX0 My
anokadvyn gv SuvAPEl GLVEPOTOVY. ZOPP®va pe avtd, o Boidag Ba ahisve cuvep-
yoUs yia mv avarponn 1ov fuzaviivod nyspova petafd tov Suoapeompévoy nohl-
KGOV ToL avimdnev. Tnv RatdAdnAn ouypn, Ba @avépove m pnxavoppagia, napé-
XOVIAS He Tov Tpéno avtd CLYREKPIPEVA CTOIXEIA yia My avdrpentknh tovg Spdon
kat mv £Covdetépwon Tou.

H obAdnyn tov oxebiov 6¢ @aivetar acvpBifacm pe m oTpamykin GOKNONG
mg eovoias. Xtov NouvbBsintiké npog facinéa, o ouyypa@éas 1oL £pyou MApExel
mv e8¢ ovpPouvini: Eav o avtorpdropag ninpogopnBei nwg kAnoiog apxoviag 1ov
empPounedetal, va pnv emdi®er mv aueon Tipepia tov, annd va Sigpevvricer v
vndBson, NPETA KPLEA Kal, a@ov o1 Ramyopieg enannbevtody, 1618 va tov Sikdoel
pavepd,

"Ouws, n anpdPfhenn anordivyn me raraokevacpévng SoAonnokriag avéipe-
e 10 apxikG oxéSo. Tote o avtokpdropag aviipstdmoe 1o Sidnppa f va tipepni-
gel 1oV apoaimpévo SoVNo Tov ev yvhoel g aBmdntds Tov i va tov RAADYE! [e
10 npbéoxnpa mg giavBpeniag. Enédefe 10 Sediepo. ‘Eton podvo, rard m yvoun
pag, Ba propodoe va gppunvevBei n npoonddeid tov va anadrdler 10 guveEPO™ and
TIg RaTyopisg ka1 va navnyupicel yi© avtd, Aeg ray, 6neog napampei o Mixana Wen-
MGG, eixe anaddayei o iGiog an” avtégsl,

30. KEKAYMENOg, Zrparnyikdv, ék6. B. WASSILEWSKY-V. JERNSTEDT, [Merpovnoiig 1896, 94: Gv
dakovong kard dpxovids oov Gt pederd Kkara g facidsias oov Kard, un vebpedn n Kaxkia v i woxn
oov kai Gpéyn 100 dnodéoar adrév, AAA” épsdvnoov drpifds, npdra ugv kpued, énera 8¢, éav elpng
aAnbss, yevéoOw Kpitripiov kar® adrod Kai gaveps.

31. WeEanQg, Xpovoypagia II, 44, 6 6¢ ye Baoideds, donep abrds EaAwras kAl ¢ VIKNG KERPA-

KéS, oeotpd 1e EBue 1§ B kal 1as edxapiotnpiovs anebibov pavac.
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YupnepaoparikG Ba vnoompizage 611 n émPouvAn tov Boida Gev vmriple pia
£XOpIRN gvépyela KATA Mg Kevipikng s€ovoiag, andd évag 1pomnog pe tov onoio n
tefevtaia emixelpnos va «npoAdBer» kar va e€ouvdetepdoel mv ekbAAMON GLVOMO-

oiag gvavtiov mng.
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Stauroula HoNDRIDOU, The plot of Romanus Boilas: A Type of Concpiracy Pre-
vention in the Mid-Eleventh Century

Conspiracy was not rare during the long-lived history of Byzantium. Accordingly,
the plot of Romanus Boilas against Constantine [X Monomachos, in the middle of
the 11th century, would not have been of great interest, if the way by which the
Byzantine emperor handled it did not render it an event worth to investigate.

According to the sources, Romanus Boilas served Monomachos bodyguard
battalions, when he acquainted the emperor. Scon, he rose in the state hierarchy
and became politically powerful, a fact that enabled him to conspire against the
throne. His plot was revealed before his attempting to assassinate the emperor and
was himself arrested. However, during the trial Monomachos tried to acquit Boilas
by claiming the offender’s naiveté and honesty. After the deliberations, Mono-
machos honoured Boilas with a symposium, while Boilas abettors were arrested,
tortured, deprived of their property and exiled.

Byzantine historiographers interpret Monomacho’s peculiar reaction as the
result of his dependency on Boilas, whom they consider as the emperor’s buffoon,
although the Emperor was in his hands a weak-willed tool.

Nevertheless, the thorough examination of the sources, the investigation of the
two heroes’ profiles according to the point of view represented by Byzantine
historiographers, and the detailed study of the political events at the time of the
conspiracy, lead us to a different conclusion. Thus, Boilas’s plot is not to be seen
as a hostile action targeting the central, imperial power, but rather as a means by
which the imperial power attempted to control a conspiracy against itself.
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