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ANDREAS GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS

JUDGES OF THE VELUM AND JUDGES OF THE HIPPODROME
IN THESSALONIKE (11TH C.)

Although there is an abundance of studies on the Byzantine Empire’s second
city, there is one aspect of the history of Thessalonike that needs further
research, and that is the administration of justice. This paper endeavours
to analyse one facet of this topic. It focuses on judicial officers acting in
Thessalonike in the 11th century, and more specifically on those who, accor-
ding to the sources, had previously served in the courts of Constantinople.
The wealth of sigillary material and documents relating to the region that is
preserved in the archives of the Athonite monasteries has enabled us to draw
certain conclusions regarding the operation of the judicial system itself.
The official responsible for hearing cases in the district of Thessalonike
at that time was the judge of the theme. Since, however, from the second fifth
of the 11th century onward, the sources refer to a broader judicial and finan-
cial unit comprising the themes of Boleron, Strymon and Thessalonike', for

*This study isan elaboration of the paper I presented to the 21st International Symposium
on “Christian Thessalonike” entitled: «Xpiotiavizy Oscoarovixny vl Kovotavtivovmohg
amd 1od évdexrdrov aimdvog uéyxor ofjuepov» [Christian Thessalonike and Constantinople
from the eleventh century to the present], Blatades Monastery, 18-20 October 2007.

1. See S. Kyriakipes, To Bohepdv, EE®PITIO 3 (1934) 289-494 [=Ipem, Buvlavrival
MeAérau, 1I-V, Thessalonike 1939, no. 1V), 313 f.f. (hereafter KyriaKiDES, Bohepdv); P.
LEMERLE, Philippes et la Macédoine Orientale a 'epoque chrétienne et byzantine. Recherches
dhistoire et d‘archéologie [Bibliotheque des Ecoles Francaises d’Athénes et de Rome, 158],
Paris 1945, 159-168 (hereafter: LEMERLE, Philippes); M. GREGORIOU-IOANNIDOU, TTapaxuif xat
wTdon Tov Osuatixzot Oeouov. ZvuPforn] otnv eEEMEN e StotxnTixnic xal OTEATIWOTIXAS
opydvwaons tov Bulaviiov and 1o 100 aidva x.e., Thessalonike 1985 (Thessalonike

Emwélero éxdoong: Maria Aeontsing, IBE/EIE
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68 ANDREAS GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS

the purposes of this paper we have studied seals and documents that menti-
on judges of Thessalonike or judges of Boleron, Strymon and Thessalonike,
as cited in the sources.

It is clear from the combined evidence of contemporary documents and
seals that several of the judges, that we know to have served in Thessalonike
in the 11th century, had previously been judges of the hippodrome or judges
of the velum in Constantinople. According to the Ecloga Basilicorum, an
extensively commentated synopsis of the first ten books of the Basilica com-
piled most probably in Constantinople in 11422 the judges of the hippodrome
and the judges of the velum were not classed among the “great” or superior
judges, that is, the powerful magistrates (doyovres) who presided over the
courts of the themes (krites, praitor) or of the imperial capital®, such as the

2007), 78-79, n. 273 (hereafter GREGORIOU-IOANNIDOU, TTapaxurj); CHR. KyriazorourLos, H
Oodxn xatd tovs 100-120 aidves. Zvuforn] otn ueAétn s moMtixnig, StotxnTIxiS xal
exxAnotaotixic e eE€MEng, Thessalonike 2000, 207f.f. (hereafter KyriazorouLos, ®odxn).
The evidence resulting from the publication of new documents and seals can now be added
to the existing body of material relating to the judges of Boleron, Strymon and Thessalonike
cited by these scholars: see e.g. Actes de Vatopédi, v.1, Des origines a 1329, ed. J. BOMPAIRE - J.
LeroRT - V. KravARI - C. Giros [Archives de ’Athos, XXI], Paris 2001, no. 6.10 (1033), which
mentions the judge of Boleron, Strymon and Thessalonike Andronikos (see also the editor’s
notes). See also the seals published by J.-CL. CHEYNET — C. MORRISSON — W. SEIBT (see below n.
15) and a seal recently published by I. LEONTIADES (see below n. 14).

2. Ecloga Basilicorum, ed. L. BURGMANN [Forschungen zur byzantinischen Rechtsge-
schichte, 15], Frankfurt a.M. 1988, vii-xviii (hereafter Ecloga Basilicorum); cf. S. TROIANOS,
Ou nnyés Tov puvavtivou Sixaiov, Athens - Komotini 21999, 202; R. J. Macripes, The
Competent Court, in: Law and Society in Byzantium: Ninth-Twelfth Centuries, ed. A. E. Latou
- D. Smvon, Washington D.C. 1994, 117-130 [=EADEM, Kinship and Justice in Byzantium,
11th-15th Centuries, Variorum Collected Studies Series, Aldershot-Brookfield-Singapore-
Sydney 1999, VIII], 118 (hereafter MacriDEs, Court).

3. Ecloga Basilicorum B.2.2.207 (68.2-11): xal y&o oi doyovtes éEovoiav éovor xati
@V Vo TV EEovaiav tovtwy. Olov doywv Afyetar 6 SoVE #) 6 moaitwo 7 GALoC doywv
ExAoTng Emapyiag Exaotog youv tovutwy é5ovoiay Exel xatd T@V SVTV U0 TV ETOQ)iALY
avt@v. Kat wag dixaotis, av év Kmvotavtivouroier E0tiv, doymv Agyetar xal éSovoiav
&yel natd TV Um0 TV Stxarodooiav xal TV xpiow avtot. Olov 6 &mapyoc éSovoiav
Exel éml mAOL TOIG OVOTNUOTIXOIS Xol (OLDTALS ®al TEXYNY OlaVONTIVA UETEQYOUEVOLS,
xal amdog mwas dwxaotis éEovailav éxel éml toig Vmoxeluevols xal Sixalouévois moQ’
avtot. Aéyetal ovv 1) TV Goxoviwv éEovoia iSixd Svouatl #odToc—xral indTwe, 6Tl
xoatel T@v Umd yeioa xal, mor xal Srwg Povletal, dyer avrovg B.2.3.70 (112.20-24):
TV Sixaot@v of uev Exovot dtxaitodooiav xai SUvVavTaL xal TQOOTIURY xal TLUWOETTOAL
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JUDGES OF THE VELUM AND JUDGES OF THE HIPPODROME 69

megas droungarios, the eparchos of the city, the dikaiodotes, the koiaistor,
the protoasecretis, the epi ton kriseon, and the katholikos* or mpoxaBijuevos
@V dnuootax®v Sixaotnoiwv’, but were lower-ranking judges: «AAA’
0o00e dwwaotny, &v 6om npilvel »al v WOlav moleltar didyvmoly, xoW
HOAETY €lg S1ROOTHOLOV — VIGO0V OE TOV TOLOVTOV OLHACTNV Ui RATH TOVG
npoeNuévoug Erapyov ij moaitmwea i} Tovg EALOVS TOVS TOLOVTOVS, AAN
bodeéotepoV, 08¢ 0Ty 6 %ELTIIC ToU PAoV 7| ToD immodpduov»S. The
judges of the hippodrome and the judges of the velum were, then, “small” or
inferior judges’ who sat as commissioned judges or assessors, since they had

TOVS QUAQTAVOVTOS, OmOI0l €i0lL OHUEQOYV O SQOVYYdQLOS, O EmAOXOS %Al O TOLOTVTOL
ottol yio Svvavial xai Suxaotis Stéoval éml BmoOéoel Tove dArove xourde. Of 88 undev
TOLOTTOY EYOVTES TOVTO UOVOV Exovory, Tt Stxdlovory, omoiol eiotv oi ToU fiiAov xoiTal,
B.7.2.32.6 (244.20-25); B.7.3.1 (250.24-32): [EvtatOa uéiier S16d€ar 6 vouobétns meol
ThS T@V Sixaotnoimv tdEewgs, 1yovy mepl 10D mOiov 0Tt ugifov, moiov 6¢ élattov xal
TiVeG uev vmoxewvtar Toe, Tives 6& Exeivy xal mepl Sixatodooias. Kol ioOt xabolov,
ot mwag dpywv moorabnuévos dixaotnoiov i) Exwv doxnhv Exel xal Sixaiodooiav xol
#0dT0g mEoxdOnvtar 6& SixaotTnoimwv ol d@@ixidAiol, @S O uéyas SQovyydoLos, ws O
Sxatod0TNS, MOAUTWS KAl Ol TOV ETAQYLOV HOYOVTES, ®Al EYOVOL XAl OLxoL0S00iY,
TovtéoTt Stvavial St8oval Sixaotis Tolc Exovol Sixag, oiov 6 uéyag SoovyydoLog xal
0 Ti)c émaoyiag doywv Suvavial évteidacbal T@de @ Sixaoti] dixdoat TOVOe xal TOVOE,
1oV ITétpov TuydV ®ai 1OV Ilavlov. See also B.7.3.10 (254.15 £.£.); B.7.5.12.1 (270.3.£..).

4. See M acripgs, Court, 119-120; cf. A. GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS, H awovoun Sitxatooivns oto
Buvlavtio. Ta xoouixd dixatodotixd 6pyava xat Sixaotiota Tns mowtevovoags [Bulavtivd
Keiueva xat Mehéta, 37], Thessalonike 2004, 152-154 (hereafter GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS, Arovour
S1xaLoovVNg).

5. See GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS, Amovour] dixaioovvng, 238-245.

6. Ecloga Basilicorum B.7.8.2+4 (0. 286.15-18); cf. L. BuRGMANN, Zur Organisation der
Rechtsprechung in Byzanz (Mittelbyzantinische Epoche), in: La giustizia nell’ Alto Medioevo
(secoli IX-XI) [Settimane di studio del Centro Italiano di Studi sull’ Alto Medioevo, XLIV],
11-17aprile 1996, Spoleto 1997, 905-930, and here 924 (hereafter BURGMANN, Rechtsprechung);
GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS, Aovoun Stxatoovvng, 154.

7. See also Scholia Basilicorum, ed. H. J. SCHELTEMA, Basilicorum Libri LX. [Series B],
v. L, Scholia in Librum I-XI, Groningen 1953, 7.1.3: “Opa éx toutov, 811 T0U5 doyovias
1005 Umeodvw T@V Oglwv Sixaotdv évrag, 1Tol T@v 100 inmodoouov xottdv... Cf. N.
OIkoNOMIDES, Les listes de préséance byzantines des I1Xe et Xe sié¢cles [Le Monde Byzantin],
Paris 1972, 322; R. J. MAcriDES, Justice under Manuel I Komnenos: Four Novels on Court
Business and Murder, FM VI (1984) 99-204 [=EaDpEM, Kinship, 1X], 173; Eapem, Court, 120;
BuroMAaNN, Rechtsprechung, 923-924; GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS, Asovour Stxatoovvng, 155.
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70 ANDREAS GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS

legal training and belonged to the class of professional judges and not that
of archons®,

We have used the evidence of the sources to construct a chronological
table of judges who had served in the courts of the imperial capital befo-
re being sent to Thessalonike or to the region of Boleron, Strymon and
Thessalonike as judges of the theme. Wherever possible, we have endeavou-
red to formulate a specific position or hypothesis as regards the numerous
problems of identity that we, like others before us, encountered.

The first judge of Thessalonike mentioned in the sources is the pro-
tospatharios and krites of the hippodrome loannes, who is named on a
lead seal published by G. Schlumberger®. This seal probably predates the
second fifth of the 11th century, the period in other words when the theme
of Thessalonike begins to appear as a financial and judicial entity together
with those of Boleron and Strymon. The judges cited below belong to the ca-
tegory of those whose sphere of responsibility lay within this administrative
unit.

Thus, the Michael named on an 11th-century seal as protospatha-
rios, mystographos', krites of the hippodrome, Boleron, Strymon and
Thessalonike', for example, may well (according to J. Nesbitt - N.
Oikonomides) be the same person as the protospatharios of Chrysotriklinos
and krites (of Boleron, Strymon, Thessalonike) Michael Serblias mentio-
ned in a document circa 10292 While it is clear from the evidence of seals

8. See GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS, Arovoun dtxatoouvng, 155 and n. 663 with the relevant pri-
mary sources.

9. G. SCHLUMBERGER, Sigillographie de I'empire byzantin, Paris 1884 (Torino 1963), 103,
no. 3 (hereafter SCHLUMBERGER, Sigillographie); cf. KYRIAKIDES, Bohepdv, 354 (no. 4).

10. For the mystographos see A. GKouTzIOUKOSTAS, Some Remarks on Mystographos
and Mystolektes, in: Hrewoovde. 10th International Symposium of Byzantine Sigillography,
Ioannina, October 2009, Abstracts, p. 10.

11. G. Zacos, Byzantine Lead Seals (Compiled and edited by J. W. NEsBITT) [Tetod 8100
Apyarohoyiag nal Téxvng, 3], v. 2, Berne 1984, no. 594 (hereafter Zacos, Seals); J. NESBITT -
N. O1koNoMIDES, Catalogue of Byzantine Seals at Dumbarton Oaks and in the Fogg Museum
of Art, v. 1, Washington 1991, v. 2, Washington 1994, v. 3, Washington 1996, and here v. 1,
no. 18.25 (hereafter NesBITT - O1KONOMIDES, Catalogue); cf. KyriazopouLos, @odxn, 215. See
also: www.pbw.kcl.ac.uk (2006.2) (Boulloterion 253).

12. Actes d’Iviron, v. 11, Du milieu du Xle siéecle a 1204, ed. J. LEFORT — N. OIKONOMIDES
- D. PAPACHRYSSANTHOU, avec la collaboration de V. Kravari et d’H. METREVELI [Archives de
I'Athos, XVI], Paris 1990, no. 34.7: ..mqvixatta tag xpioeis 100 [#al njuag i0vvavros
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JUDGES OF THE VELUM AND JUDGES OF THE HIPPODROME 71

and the Ecloga Basilicorum® that the Serbliai were a family of jurists in
Constantinople, we do not know whether the above references concern one
person or two.

A few years ago loannes Leontiades published a seal of Michael,
patrikios, krites of the velum, of the hippodrome, Boleron, Strymon and
Thessalonike, dated by the editor on the basis of typological characteristics
to the middle of the 11th century!®. This patrikios Michael, who is probably
not the same person as the protospatharios (or protospatharioi) mentioned
above, is yet another judge whose career took him from the courts of the
imperial capital to those of the theme of Boleron, Strymon, Thessalonike.

Other judges appointed to this theme were the protospatharios, thesmo-
graphos and krites of the hippodrome Niketas, who is attested by a seal of
the second quarter of the 11th century'’, and the protospatharios, hypatos
and krites of the hippodrome Basileios, attested by a seal that has been dated
to the middle of that century!®.

Another official who apparently served as judge of Boleron, Strymon
and Thessalonike from 1047-1056 was the protospatharios and krites of the
hippodrome Georgios Hexamilites, who is mentioned in documents preser-
ved in the archives of the Monastery of Iviron'’.

Oéuatos meord0Eov (mowtooma)0(a)o(iov) éml t(0w) Xov(cotot)#A(ivov) xuv(0ot) M(t)
xa( M) tot Seofriov (hereafter, Actes d’Iviron).

13. B\. Ecloga Basilicorum B.7.3.1 (251.38), which mentions the Serbliai in the
plural; cf. L. BuroManN, Vier Richter des 12. Jahrhunderts, in: XVI. Internationaler
Byzantinistenkongress, Wien 4-9 October 1981, Akten 11/2, JOB 32/2 (1982) 369-372, and
here 372 and n. 13; IpEm, Rechtsprechung 924 and n. 77. Another member of this family,
Petros Serblias, is also mentioned on 11th-century seals as magistros, vestes, krites of the
velum, of the Peloponnese and Hellas; see NESBITT - OIKONOMIDES, Catalogue, v. 2, no. 8.26.
See also v. 3, no. 39.16; cf. SCHLUMBERGER, Sigillographie, 270-271.

14. 1. LEONTIADES, MoAUBd0fovALa tov Movoeiov Buiavtivou IToAttiouov Osooalo-
vixng [BuCavtiva Kelueva xar Melétat, 40], Thessalonike 2006, no. 17.

15. J.-CL. CHEYNET - C. MORRISSON — W. SEIBT, Les sceaux byzantins de la collection
Henri Seyrig, Paris 1991, no. 197 (hereafter CHEYNET - MORRISSON - SEIBT, Seyrig); see also:
www.pbw.kclac.uk (Boulloterion 538). Regarding thesmographos see GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS,
Amovoun duxaroovvng, 200-201.

16. Zacos, Seals, no. 964; cf. Kyriazorouros, Oodxn, 209; cf. www.pbw.kclac.uk
(Boulloterion 1007).

17. Actes d’Iviron, no. 34.15, 27 and p. 94, no. 35.12, 35(1062), no. 48.12 (1098-1103); cf.
A.-K. WassiLiou, Die Familie Hexamilites. Ein Beitrag zur byzantinischen Prosopographie,
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72 ANDREAS GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS

The record of a dialysis procedure settling a dispute between
Constantine Phasoulos and the Monastery of St Panteleimon Sphrentze of
the Thessalonians concerning the ownership of a piece of land lying between
their properties, which is dated August 1056, mentions the hypatos, krites
of the velum, of the hippodrome, of Boleron, Strymon and Thessalonike
Leon Thylakas's. The litigants in this case, however, opted to have the mat-
ter settled by arbitration before the judicial decision was published!. Leon,
as hypatos, krites of the velum, Boleron, Strymon and Thessalonike, also
signs an act (September 1056) removing the metochion of Melissourgion
from the epitropoi of the monk Kontoleon and returning it to the lavra of
Iviron. According to this document, Leon had been commissioned by the
Empress Theodora (1055-1056) to settle this dispute®.

Documents preserved in the archives of Athonite monasteries menti-
on another two persons who are thought to be the same Leon Thylakas?!.
The monastery of Iviron has a document issued by the patrikios, anthypa-
tos, krites of the velum, notarios of the emperor and anagrapheus of the

EAnvixd 52.2 (2002) 243-261 and here 248, no. 8, which mentions Georgios Hexamilites
and his career. See also: www.pbw.kcl.ac.uk (Georgios 131).

18. The name Thylakas is known as well from another document in the Monastery of
Iviron; See Actes d’Iviron, no. 37.5-6 (1063).

19. Actes de Dionysiou, ed. N. Oikonomides [Archives de ’Athos, IV], Paris 1968,
no. 1.14-19: Yueic 6& mdlwv mooetivetar Afyewv &yopds todm(w) &ewv taivta Gmd
Aéovroc omal(a)o(0)x(av)8(1)8(d)t(ov) ot Povoxovlov. Qote xai gic Aéovi(a) tOv
nmeoifrentov Tmat(ov), xour(fv) 100 Bidov 100 inmodo(duov) Boleo(ov), Srov(udvog)
xal Og(ooalovixng) Ty EyxAnowy usv émomoduny xal T éxdteoa uéoel §8ixaobnuey,
otimw 8¢ arnotiodn rapavtod 1) Vwdleois. Kol yo TiveS TV EUUET® NUDY EVQEDEVTMY
PLAOOEWY AvOPMV xal TO TOOS EIPIVNY BOAPEVOAVTES, EXQOIVOUEY TU EXATEQN UEQEL TAVTA
éxmod®v dmoxpovoal T Gvauetafd Nudv mootvdue(va) xal TO ThS glpvne ayabov
dondoaobal. Cf. D. Parabatou, H ovufifactizy emxidvon tdioTixdv Stapoomv xatd
™ uéon xar voteon Pvlavrvy emoyn [Forschungen zur Byzantinischen Rechtsgeschichte,
Athener Reihe, 9], Athens - Komotine 1995, 34-35, 84, 120-121.

20. Actes d’Iviron, no. 31.47, 61, which is signed by Leon. With regard to the above case,
see also Actes d’Iviron, no. 36 and 37; The document Actes d’Iviron, no. 31 is the same as
that cited by Kyriakipes, Bohepdv, 314, no. 3 and 351 no. 4 but with an error in the date; see
Actes de Lavra, v. 1, Des origines a 1204, ed. P. LEMERLE - A. GuiLLou - N. SVORONOS, avec la
collaboration de D. PApacHRYSSANTHOU [Archives de I’Athos, V], Paris 1970, p. 221 (hereafter
Actes de Lavra).

21. See also: www.pbw.kcl.ac.uk (Leon 119) and (Leon 120).
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JUDGES OF THE VELUM AND JUDGES OF THE HIPPODROME 73

West that has been dated by its editors to 1059%% Similarly, a document
in the Monastery of Esphigmenou (1078) refers to an isocodex drawn up
by the dishypatos and judge of the velum Leon, who, according to the edi-
tors, served as judge of Boleron, Strymon and Thessalonike® circa 1060*,
Another document, this one in the Great Lavra Monastery (1079)%, menti-
ons a praxis of the dishypatos, krites and anagrapheus of Boleron, Strymon
and Thessalonike Leon from the third indiction before 1079, i.e. the year
1064/5%. As scholars have noted?, the identification of the above three per-
sons, that is, Leon Thylakas, Leon the patrikios and anagrapheus of the

22. Actes d’Iviron, no. 32. See also p. 83 (comments) and no. 31 (comments on p. 75).

23. Actes d’Esphigménou, ed. J. LEForT [Archives de I’Athos, VI], Paris 1973, no. 4.2-4:
Avabewond()var Suer tomn(fc) éosvivie ta év ((®) icoxwd(inw) éupeoou(eva) Sowa
xal y[vwJolouata, 1@ xau dugpaviloud(vw) maoa 100 (nov)ay(ov) Kinu(ev)t(oc) x»iu
rafnyovud(vov) (i) uow(iic) 100 Eopiyué(vov) xal gawvousve éxtebeival maol 100
Srovadt(ov) x(vpo)d Aéovto(c) xout(od) ©(oD) Brr(ov) xi Sixaotod yonuatioavi(og)
100 xa @ quag tovtov O(uaroc) (hereafter Actes d’Esphigménou).

24. Actes d’Esphigménou, p. 51; It is more likely to have been written in 1064/65, as
indicated by another document by the dishypatos Leon; See also the following note.

25. Actes de Lavra, no. 39.1 ff: Twdvvns Béotne Paocii(ix)0(c) votdotoc T@V
oixelandv) oroatn(yds) xal &vayoa(pevs) Zuorév(wv) ovv th) vé(a) Stowxij(oel)
Ocooarov(ixng) (nal) Zeopodv 6 Katagpldo(ov) x(a)ta Ty Osiav (xal) Ba( otrixiy)
mo(oota)§(1v) tod roatalot xal ayiov qud(v) BaciA(éwg) Eosvvav mototuevo(s) TV
a(apd) 1(@v) med fud(v) moaxt(d)o(wv) mod&swv, Asyw 1) Ta(dvvov) donx(on)t(ov)
xal yeyovot(og) xout( o) xal avayoa( péws) BoAso(00) Stouu( 6vog) xai O@cooatov(ixng),
m0(¢) 6& nal Avdpovi(xov) (mowto)(ora )0 apiov) xal xotrod yonu(a)tioavi(oc) Tdv
avtdv Oeu(d)w(wv), xal uéxor tov Swova(d)tov Ad(ov)n(og) g xéneivov xati ©(iv)
raperbot(oav) Y (ivlixtidva) xoitod xal dvayoa( péws) yonuatioavto(c), axoiBdc
xol NUEIS TS TOUTOV mEASels avalnTioavTes TOAVTOAYUOVIOAVTES TE XAl ETLUEADS
S1ed0ov(tec), aveyoaydu(e)(a) xal 10 uetdy(rov) 1ot Swtioo(s) ©(fc) no(vig) tod
Kaiovoy(ov) 1t and 1(is) vmota(yis) tov x(d)oto(ov) Egoiool, xal érvmdoauey
xal 10 ToUTOU Snudotov xati 1O 6éov émavéi(oavtes) énl ta(v) modnv Snuoo( axdv)
T0UTOV [TEAeoudTwv] xabwc vmotétaxtal. For the isocodex see F. DOLGER, Beitrige zur
Geschichte der byzantinischen Finanzverwaltung besonders des 10. und 11. Jahrhunderts
[Byzantinisches Archiv, 9], Leipzig - Berlin 1927 (Hildesheim 1960), pp. 108-109.

26. Actes de Lavra, p. 221-222. According to the editors the document should be dated
to 1049/1050. Cf. however Actes d’Iviron, p. 83, with the annotation that the act of the
dishypatos, krites and anagrapheus of Boleron, Strymon and Thessalonike Leon should be
dated to 1064/1065, the year that corresponds to the preceding third indiction, as noted in
the document («xoto (V) mapelbob(oav) Y (ivdutidva)»), and not 1049/1050.

27. Actes d’Iviron, p. 83.
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West, and Leon the dishypatos and anagrapheus, as one and the same raises
problems relating to their titles and period of office in the particular region.
However, it cannot be excluded that the dishypatos Leon and Leon Thylakas
are perhaps one and the same person. If this is indeed the case, then one
must assume that Leon served a second term as krites, and additionally as
anagrapheus, in the same theme, following his promotion from hypatos to
dishypatos. The alternative is that these are two different persons, in which
case we have another instance of a judge of the velum being sent as judge to
the theme of Boleron, Strymon and Thessalonike. As regards the patrikios
and anagrapheus of the West, if we adopt the editors’ dating of the docu-
ment in which he is mentioned, i.e. 1059, then he cannot possibly be the
same person as Leon Thylakas or Leon the dishypatos, since this presumes
a demotion from patrikios to dishypatos®.

A chrysobull of Nikephoros III Botaneiates concerning the Great Lavra
Monastery (1081) mentions a Niketas as patrikios, krites of Boleron, Strymon
and Thessalonike. Concretely, it refers to a document written by Niketas
before February 1062 when, as doux of Thessalonike, Botaneiates rever-
sed the judge’s decision®. This Niketas may, as N. Oikonomides thinks?¥,
perhaps be the same person as the patrikios, krites of the velum, judge of
Boleron, Strymon and Thessalonike and king’s man mentioned on a seal,
and if this is the case he must be added to the list of those who were sent to
Thessalonike after having served in Constantinople®..

This document also suggests that the doux of Thessalonike sometimes
heard disputes or ratified judicial decisions, like the one mentioned below,

28. Moreover, the editors of the relevant documents note that the signature of the hypa-
tos Leon (Actes d’Iviron, no. 31) is not the same as that of the patrikios Leon (Actes d’Iviron,
no. 32).

29. Actes de Lavra, no. 41.31-38: Kav y&o 10 yeyovd(c) &yyoaqov 1d 10i¢ povayoic
avrbixjoavtt Oeoddpow 10T mOapd toU m(at)oixiov Nixit(a) (xail) yeyovito(c)
%1100 BoAgpo® Stovudvo(c) (nal) Ocooalovix(ng) ém i) mod¢ avtdv mapadoosl émi
VoUf] TV ETXEYVWXOTWV SEOTOTAS TOVS UOVAYOVS TOTIWV Tl T0T Oe0dWov TOTE 1)
10D UEQOVS aVTOT Eupavitnrtal, ic 0V6EV mapd TAoL %OITAIS A0YLoOTETAL T TAOOVTL
xovoofoiddw AOI'Q 1(7ig) evoefoiic NudV Paciieias 1o vdTa xAivov (xal) Tdoav ayoAny
HATAKXOLVOUEVOY XL AOOEVELQY.

30. NEsBITT - O1kONOMIDES, Catalogue, vol. 1, no. 18.26. See also CHEYNET - MORRISSON —
SEIBT, Seyrig, no. 197; cf.www.pbw.kcl.ac.uk (Boulloterion 254) and (Niketas 122).

31. See GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS, Asovoun Stxatoovvng, 203 n. 917.
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which is co-signed by Botaneiates and the judge of the theme Nikolaos
Serblias. In any case, the participation of the doux in court proceedings is
an indication both of the fluidity prevailing in the administration of justice
as regards the persons of the court officials and of the fact that from the
middle of the 11th century on the doux performed military as well as civil
functions?®2.

The Monastery of Iviron possesses a judicial decision signed by Nikolaos
Serblias (August 1062) as hypatos, krites of the hippodrome, krites of the
velum, krites of Boleron, Strymon and Thessalonike, and also the related
report drawn up by the a secretis Petros*. Nikolaos Serblias also appears
as krites of the hippodrome and krites of the velum on a seal published by
V. Laurent, which has been dated to the middle of the 11th century?*. Taken
together, these two sources confirm that this judge’s career took him from
the courts of the imperial capital to those of the theme.

Another judge who was transferred from Constantinople to the theme
of Boleron, Strymon, and Thessalonike was the protovestarches and krites
of the velum Christophoros L..., who is recorded in a document preserved in
the archives of the Monastery of Esphigmenou (1078)%.

Judges of the theme, however, were not the only magistrates who heard
cases in the courts of Thessalonike. The highest court in the Empire was the
Imperial Court, and all citizens had the right to petition it for the settlement
of a case or to hear an appeal. The emperor usually appointed imperial
commissioners to hear cases, and then signed their decisions. An example
of this is enshrined in a chrysobullos logos of Alexios I Komnenos (1084),
according to which the emperor had mandated the protoanthypatos and
krites of the hippodrome Michael Rhodios to investigate a dispute between

32. See also GrREGORrIOU-IoANNIDOU, ITarparxud, 81.

33. Actes d’Iviron, no. 34.33, no. 35.39-40, 51; cf. Kyriakipes, Bokepdv, 315, no. 6;
KyriazopouLos, @odxn, 211; cf. www.pbw.kclac.uk (Nikolaos 115).

34. V. LAURENT, Le corpus des sceaux de 'empire byzantin, v. 2: L’administration cen-
trale, Paris 1981, no. 842.

35. Actes d’Esphigménou, no. 4.1-2: Kata tov Mdoti(ov) uipva 1(7c) éviotaus(vng)
7o 1(ng) wo(1xtidvog) 10T .cpm[¢ | érovs mapexfii(ov) éveyeipiot(n) éudt [N Jixordw
(mowro)omab(aoiw) xai av(Bodm)w ToT Aaumootdrov (wowTo)fe[o]tdoyov %oLTOT TOT
Al...]J6( ) me(o1)éxwv avtaic AéEeotv oTt(we). Cf. KyriazorouLos, Opdxn, 212; see also
www.pbw.kclac.uk (Christophoros 110).
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the Great Lavra Monastery and the emperor’s brother, the pansebastos pro-
tosebastos Adrianos. The judge of the hippodrome wrote a parasemeiosis,
that is, a synopsis of his decision, and the monks then asked the emperor
to ratify this decision with a chrysobullos logos to secure their rights, which
he did?S.

The case of Michael Rhodios is particularly interesting, because he is
mentioned in other contemporary documents as krites of Boleron, Strymon
and Thessalonike. Specifically, he is cited in a chrysobull of Alexios I
Komnenos of July 1104 as having been ordered by the emperor to sett-
le a land dispute”. It is thus clear that after having served as a judge in
Constantinople Michael Rhodios was later transferred to Thessalonike. The
information contained in the Athonite documents sheds light on his career

36. Actes de Lavra, no. 46 (1084); F. DOLGER - P. WirTH, Regesten der Kaiserurkunden
des ostromischen Reiches von 565-1453. 2. Teil (1025-1204) zweite, erweiterte und ver-
besserte Auflage, Miinchen 1995, no. 1118 [1154] (hereafter DOLGER - WIRTH, Regesten); cf.
GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS, Arovourj Sixatootvng, 156-157; see also Actes de Lavra, no. 47.1 (1085);
cf. KyriazorourLos, @odxn, 214.

37. Actes de Lavra, no. 56.34 f.f. (1104): ..(Kal) €idn(otg) uév rovt(wv) é58(3)0(n)
i} BaoiA(eia) uov Siax tod yeyovoto(s) moaxnt(1xot) a(aod) oD évayoag(éws), ¢
eiont(ai), moo(o)ra(&ig) 6¢ tavt(ng) meo(c) 1(ov) (meod)edo(ov) (xai) mvix(at)t(a)
xott(fv) Boieo(ot) Ztouu(ovog) xal [Oeoo]arov(ixng) »(a)ternéupdn 1(ov) Pod(1ov),
avar xeto(ag) Aaf(eiv) [av]t(ov) Srooilloué]v(n) [t0] n(aold) T00 xovooma( Ad)t(ov)
Kov(otav)t(D)v(ov) yeyovo(s) moaxt(1x0v) xaxeif(ev) dvayvov(ta) td te a( apd) 1(7ig)
Baoir(eiag) wov mpoop1obsvi(a) (xat) ta n(apl) tovtov [moay0v]t(a)...Kal éml uev i
avrarra(yi) tavt(a) morjoar 1) faciA(eia) uov 10te 1@ Pod(iw) mapexeievoat(o)...K(a)
a0 v a(eoD)M(nypw) otv 1(fic) toravt(ng) moo(o)td(Eswe) mapadédwxe mod(c) 1O
o(7g) uow(iis) uéoo(s) 6 meoedo(og) (nai) xour(ig) Boheo(ot) Zrouu(d)v(os) (xat)
Osooarov(ixng) 6 Pod(iog) 6 éveo(yeiag) Afovi(og) uayioto(ov) tov Hvdoeimu(€)
v(ov) 16 te SA(0v) moo(d)ot(etov) thv Acuar( o) uod(iwv) evoeb(&v) tetoaxioyi(iwv)
gvveanooi( wv) dydonxovi(a)dvo fjutov... Cf. LEMERLE, Philippes, 164-165, who notes that
Michael Rhodios was a krites of the above themes prior to 1104; DOLGER - WIRTH, Regesten,
no. 1220e, who date the emperor’s prostaxis to shortly before 1104. A Rhodios, possibly
Michael, is also mentioned in a record of proceedings of the krites and notarios Gregoras
Xerites; see Actes de Lavra, no. 47.1 (1085); cf. Kyriazorouros, @odxn, 214-215, while a seal
mentions the exisotes of Athens Michael Rhodios (11th/12th c.); see NESBITT — OIKONOMIDES,
Catalogue, v. 2, no. 9.2; The editors of the Lavra documents raise the question as to whether
Michael Rhodios is the same person as the Michael who was pansebastos sebastos and
logothetes of the sekreta; see Actes de Lavra, p. 291 (comments), no. 58.24, 42-43, 47 (1109)
(comments p. 302); cf. www.pbw.kcl.ac.uk (Michael 252) and (Michael 254).
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and thus confirms that those mentioned, chiefly on seals, as judges of the
velum and judges of the hippodrome and also as judges of a theme were
transferred for a time from the courts of Constantinople to a provincial
centre with the higher rank of judge of a theme; as we have already seen, the
judges of the velum and the judges of the hippodrome were inferior judges,
whereas the judges of the themes ranked as archons.

An imperial horismos from the Palaiologan era preserved in the ar-
chives of the Monastery of Zographou concerning a dispute between that
foundation and the Monastery of Karakalou over the Lontzian proasteion
in the region of Strymon refers to earlier documents relating to a series of
disputes and examinations in which two of the judges were the sebasto-
phoros®, judge of the hippodrome and logariastes of the estates of the de-
spoina (probably of Anna Dalassene®’) Basileios and the megalepiphanesta-
tos kouropalates, krites of the velum, praitor and apographeus of Boleron,
Strymon and Thessalonike Euthymios*’. There can be no doubt, however,
that the excerpts of the documents contained in the imperial horismos date

38. For the honorific title of sebastophoros see R. GurLLanp, Etudes sur I'histoire admi-
nistrative de I'empire byzantin, Le Sébastophore: ‘O ogfoaotopdpoc, REB 21 (1963) 199-207
[=IpEMm, Titres et fonctions de ’Empire byzantin, Variorum Reprints, London 1976, X VI]. Cf.
ODB, v. 3, entry Sebastophoros (A. KAZHDAN).

39. Alexios I Komnenos granted his mother with extended administrative powers (see
DOLGER - WIRTH, Regesten, no. 1073) and she issued various documents. See DOLGER — WIRTH,
Regesten, nos 1083, 1137, 1137a, 1138, 1139, 1147, 1148, 1151, 1277 with the relevant refe-
rences.

40. Actes de Zographou, ed. W. ReGeL - E. Kurtz - B. KoraBLEV, VV 13 (1907),
Hopdomue. No. 1, no. 35.56-59 (1342?): moootd&el 6& Seomowvixf étnoifn N toravtn
Umobeots tomixds mapd Boaoileiov Xefoaotopopov xoitoU €ml TOoU [xmTOSQ0UOV XAl
AoyaoLaotol T@V xTNUATOV TS Se0mOoivie éxsive modTeooV, 35.94-100: meol ne xal
atbic ayuayior ovx SAiyar xal Gywyal meodBnoav uéoov avtdv, i otitwe xai S
Goxov AmoxaTdoTaols Exel OF 1) ATOXATACTACIS THS TOLAUTNS OQXWUOTIOS, THS TN
Muyyanh péotov 100 Zmavomovlov yeyovviag, €5 émitpomilc memonroTos TAUTNY TOT
UEYAAETLPAVETTATOV xOVQOTAAdTOV Xl Tf] [*o1T0T, according to F. DOLGER] t00 fSjAov
TOAITOQOS %Al GroyQapéws Bolepod, Zrovuuovos xai Osooalovixns xvoot EvOuuiov.
Cf. F. DOLGER, Regesten der Kaiserurkunden des ostromischen Reiches von von 565-1453. 4.
Teil (1282-1341), Miinchen 1960, no. 2612, who thinks that the imperial horismos should
be dated to the reign of Michael VIII Palaiologos, or even earlier; Cf. KYRIAKIDES, Boheodv,
329-331; KyriazopouLos, @odxn, 213; GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS, Amovoun Sitxatoovvng, 179-180.
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from the late 11th century and concern earlier disputes and contemporary
attempts to settle them; this is further confirmed by the fact that Euthymios
is cited as protokouropalates, krites of the velum, praitor and anagrapheus in
a document of 1095 preserved in the Monastery of Esphigmenou*..

The evidence relating to the krites Euthymios suggests that it may be
necessary to revise to some extent the assumption, based on the sources and
especially on the seals, that the term praitor was used, unlike that of krites,
for a person whose career was not that of a jurist*> The case of Euthymios
shows that the titles of praitor and krites do not indicate a difference in
the legal training of their bearers®, since, like him, praitors could also have
previously followed a judicial career and have acquired legal experience
as judges of the hippodrome or of velum. Nor is this the only such case:
other praitors of themes had also served as judges of the velum, as witness
the praitor of Antioch Toannes Katotikos (second or third quarter of the
11th century)*, the praitor of Armeniakon Basileios (11th c.)*, the praitor

41. Actes d’Esphigménou, no. 5.1-4, no. 34 (1095): Ev0duiroc (mowto)xovoom(a)A(d)
1(ng) moait(w)o xai éavayoa(pevs) Bo(Ae)o(ot) Stovu(d)v(og) xai Osooarovi( #ng),
#(a)ta Oeiav xal PBaoilxiyy mooota(E)(1v) Siepevvduevo(c) tg med&eic TV mTEO
nu@v yeyovot(wv) avayoagéwv t@v avtdv Osudt(wv), fiyovv 100 TE UAY(OTOOU
Nuxi)t(a) 100 Ewpidivov xal 100 povayod xvood Tonyopiov xai vmeow(()u(ov)
100 Enoot, xal é¢’ oic Séov tavtac émavopfovuevo(c)..EYOYM(IOY) ITPONOIA
O(EO)Y IPQTOKOYPOITAAAT(HS) KPIT(HX) TOY BHA(OY) IIPAIT(Q)P
(KAI) ANATPA(®EYY). Cf. KyriazorouLos, @odxn, 213; GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS, Amovour
Suxaroovvng 179-180; cf. www.pbw.kcl.ac.uk (Euthymios 113).

42. N. OikoNoMmiDEs, L’évolution de I'organisation administrative de 'empire byzantin
au Xle siecle (1025-1118), TM 6 (1976) 125-152 [=IpEM, Byzantium from the Ninth Century
to the Fourth Crusade. Studies, Texts, Monuments, Variorum Collected Studies Series CS369,
Hampshire - Brookfield 1992, X], 148.

43. The terms krites and praitor are considered to be synonymous. See H. GLYKATZI-
AHRWEILER, Recherches sur 'administration de 'empire byzantin aux IXe -XIe siecles, BCH 84
(1960) 1-109 [=H. AHRWEILER, Etudes sur les structures administratives et sociales de Byzance,
Variorum Reprints, London 1971, VIII], 75-76; GrREGORIOU-IOANNIDOU, ITapaxur, 83; AIk.
CHRISTOPHILOPOULOU, Buavtivi) Totopia, v. 11.1 (610-867), Thessalonike 21998, 310.

44. CHEYNET - MORRISSON - SEIBT, Seyrig, no. 163.

45. Zacos, Seals, no. 967.

BYZANTINA SYMMEIKTA 20 (2010) 67-84



JUDGES OF THE VELUM AND JUDGES OF THE HIPPODROME 79

of Boukellarion Constantine Promoundenos (11th ¢.)*, and the praitor of
Macedonia and Adrianople Niketas (950-1050)*.

The prosopographical material yielded by seals and documents (11th
c.) thus leads us to the conclusion that several of the judges who were ap-
pointed to serve in Thessalonike came from Constantinople, where they had
acquired both legal training and judicial experience. The administration of
justice in the district of Thessalonike, as in other provinces, was organised
on two levels, one on which cases were heard by the judge of the theme, and
one on which they were heard by a judge from the capital who was sent out
as a commissioned judge by the emperor or the central administration®,
It should also be noted that the decisions handed down by the judge of the
theme could be appealed in the courts of Constantinople®.

46. E. McGEER - J. NEsBITT - N. O1koNoMmIDEs (1), Catalogue of Byzantine Seals at
Dumbarton Oaks and in the Fogg Museum of Art, v. 4, Washington DC 2001, no. 1.19. Cf.
A.-K. WassiLiou - W. SEiBT, Die byzantinischen Bleisiegel in Osterreich, 2. Teil: Zentral- und
Provinzialverwaltung [Osterreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften. Veroffentlichungen der
Kommission fiir Byzantinistik II/2], Wien 2004, 178 no. 228 (hereafter WASSILIOU - SEIBT,
Bleisiegel).

47. NEsBITT - O1kONOMIDES, Catalogue, v.1, no. 44.8; cf. WassiLiou - SEIBT, Bleisiegel,
213 no. 398.

48. Another person who had served as judge of the hippodrome and taken part in a
court hearing as a commissioner sent from Constantinople to the region of Strymon for
that purpose was Ioannes Melidones, protovestes, krites of the hippodrome and megas oiko-
nomos of the sekreton of the Oikoproasteion, who was also man of the caesar Nikephoros
Melissenos, the husband of the emperor’s sister. In 1085 Melidones was commissioned by
Nikephoros, together with the magistros and vestarches Stephanos Chrysodaktylos, to settle
a property dispute between the Diocese of Ezebos and the Monastery of Iviron. See Actes
d’Iviron, no. 43.6 f.f. and the editors’ comments, p. 144. See also no. 52.323 (1104), which
contains a reference to certain property that belonged to the proedros John Melidones. This
Toannes Melidones may well be the same person as the protokouropalates and krites of the
same name who is recorded in a document in the Monastery of Docheiareiou as being a
member of the court that heard a case in 1112. See Actes de Docheiariou, ed. N. OIKONOMIDES
[Archives de I’Athos, III], Paris 1984, no. 3.13; cf. www.pbw.kclac.uk (Ioannes 182) and
(Toannes 229).

49. GKOUTZIOUKOSTAS, Amovour] dixaioovvng, 292.
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Table of judges of the velum and judges of the hippodrome in
Thessalonike (11th c.)

Name Honorific Titles - | Primary Sources Date
Dignities
1. Ioannes protospatharios, SCHLUMBERGER, (before the
krites of the hip- Sigillographie, no. | second fifth
podrome and of 3, p. 103 of the
Thessalonike 11thc.)
2. Michael protospatharios, Z.Acos, Seals, no. (11thc.)
l mystographos, kri- 594; NESBITT -
tes of the hippodro- OIKONOMIDES,
me, of Boleron, Catalogue 1, no.
Strymon and 18.25
Thessalonike
According to
J. Nesbitt-N.
Oikonomides
1
=Michael protospatharios, Actes d’Iviron, no. | (circa 1029)
Serblias epi tou chrysotrikli- 34.7 (1062)
nou and krites of
Boleron, Strymon
and Thessalonike
3. Niketas protospatharios, CHEYNET - (circa
thesmographos, kri- | MORRISSON - SEIBT, second
tes of the hippodro- Seyrig, no. 197 fourth of the
me, of Boleron, 11th c.)
Stymon and
Thessalonike
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4. Michael patrikios, krites LEONTIADES, (middle of
of the velon, of MoluBdofovila, | the 11thc.)
hippodrome, of no. 17
Boleron, Strymon
and Thessalonike
5. Basileios protospatharios, Z.AcCos, Seals, no. 4 (middle of
hypatos, and krites the 11th c.)
of the hippodrome
6. Georgios protospatharios, Actes d’Iviron, no.
Hexamilites krites of the hip- 34.15, 27 (1062)
podrome and of (between
Boleron, Strymon 1047 and
and Thessalonike Actes d’Iviron, 1056)
no. 35.12, 15, 35
protospatha- (1062)
rios of the
Chrysotriklinon,
krites of the hip- Actes d’Iviron, no.
podrome, basili- 48.12 (1098-1103)
kos notarios of
the ephoros and
krites of Boleron,
Strymon and
Thessalonike
7 Leon Thylakas | hypatos, krites of Actes de (August
the velum, of the Dionysiou, no. 1056)
hippodrome, of 1.15-16
{ Boleron, Strymon
and Thessalonike Actes d’Iviron, no.
31.47, 61 (1056), (September
37.6 (1063) 1056)
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of the velum, of
Boleron, Strymon,
and Thessalonike

35.1-2, 39-40, 51

same or diff- | dishypatos, krites Actes (probably
erent person | of the velum and d’Esphigménou, 1064-1065)
from judge of Boleron, no. 4.4 (1078)
Leon dishypa- Strymon and
tos Thessalonike
l Actes de Lavra,
no. 39.3(1079)
dishypatos, kri-
tes and anagra-
pheus of Boleron,
Strymon and
Thessalonike
Leon patrikios | patrikios, anthypa- | Actes d’Iviron, no. (1059)
is rather a tos, krites of the 32.41
different per- | velon, notarios of
son the emperor and
anagrapeus of the
West
8. Niketas patrikios, krites of | Actes de Lavra, no. (before
Boleron, Strymon 41.32-33 (1081) February of
l and Thessalonike 1062)
(probably) patrikios, krites NESBITT -
=Nwitag of the velum, of OIKONOMIDES,
Boleron, Strymon Catalogue 1, no.
and Thessalonike 18.26
and man of the
emperor
o. Nikolaos krites of the hip- LAURENT, (middle of
Serblias podrome and of Corpus, no. 842 the 11th c.)
velum
hypatos, krites of | Actes d’Iviron, no. (August
the hippodrome, 34.33 and no. 1062)

BYZANTINA SYMMEIKTA 20 (2010) 67-84




JUDGES OF THE VELUM AND JUDGES OF THE HIPPODROME

83
10. hri hor Protovestarches, Actes (1078)
L.. krites of the d’Esphigménou,
velum, of Boleron, no. 4.1-2
Strymon and
Thessalonike
11. | Michael protoanthypatos, Actes de Lavra, (1084)
Rhodios krites of the hip- no. 46.37
podrome
Actes de Lavra, no. | (before July
proedros and kri- 56.35, 46 (1104) 1104)
tes of Boleron,
Strymon and
Thessalonike
12. | Euthymios kouropalates, kri- Actes de
tes of the velum, Zographou, no.
praitor and apogra- | 35.98-100 (1342?)
pheus of Boleron,
Strymon and
Thessalonike Actes (1095)
d’Esphigménou,
protokouropalates, no. 5.1-4, 34

krites of the
velum, praitor and
anagrapheus of
Boleron, Strymon
and Thessalonike
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JUDGES oF THE VELUM AND JUDGES OF THE HIPPODROME
IN THESSALONIKE (11TH C.)

The present study focuses on judicial officers coming from Constantino-
ple to Thessalonike in the 11th century. The judge of the theme of Thessalo-
nike was in charge of trying cases in the region. From the second fifth of the
11th century, however, his jurisdiction was extended to the greater financial
and judicial unit of Boleron, Strymon and Thessalonike as well. Lead seals
and documents from the archives of the monasteries of Athos prove that
many of the krites of Boleron, Strymon and Thessalonike had been previ-
ously krites of the velum and judges of the hippodrome who performed their
duties in the capital and belonged to the ranks of the “small judges”. These
judicial officers tried cases that were referred to them, while they could also
function as assessors of the “great” or superior judges of Constantinople, i.e.
the droungarios of the vigla, the dikaiodotes, the protoasecretis, the eparchos
of the city, the koiaistor and the epi ton kriseon. The latter could delegate
the authority to try cases to the “small” or inferior judges. Consequently, the
judges of the velum and the judges of the hippodrome could also be sent from
Constantinople to the themes by the emperor or other officials, in order
to examine some cases and then return to the capital. This is confirmed
by the primary sources, which mention for example the case of judge of
the hippodrome Michael Rhodios, who was sent by Alexios I Komnenos in
1084 from Constantinople to the region of Thessalonike, in order to exami-
ne a dispute between the Lavra monastery and the brother of the emperor,
Adrianos. Some years later Michael Rhodios was sent again to try cases in
Thessalonike, but this time as krites of Boleron, Strymon and Thessalonike.
Consequently, apart from the judge of Boleron, Strymon and Thessalonike,
other judges delegated by the emperor or by high officers could also exami-
ne cases there, as happened in other themes.
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