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Mvetain Axewpdorov-Ilotaptdvov

H TAYTOTHTA BAZIAIZZAY KAI AEZIIOTH XTHN TA®IKH
I[IAAKA TOY NAOY THZ ATTAZ OGEOAQPAZ XTHN APTA

H avaylven mldxa Pevdooaoro@dyov OTo TA@Lxo
uvnueio e ooias Oeodwpac mapovoldler 161aiTEQO
EVOLAQEQOV YL TNV TAVTOTNTA TV ELXOVIEOUEVDY
uoppav faociliooag xar dSeomotn s Aotag. H ovln-
™omn yio TNy TavTion Tovs ue TN PBaciiiooa wovayn
Ocodwpa xat Tov yio s Nixnpooo A~ Kouvnvo Aov-
xo eTE, ®aTA TEAEVTAIO EounVeia, ue v Avva Kouvn-
vodoUxaiva Ilalatoloyiva ws avtifaciiliooa ot Tov
yio ™S Owud evioyveL TNV TEMTH ATOYN. ZTN YVOUnN
OUVTEIVOVV TA OTOLYELD. TOV TEOOAYEL O BiOS TNS OO0I-
ac Oecodwpag, Ta omoia wTiCovv apxeTtd TO VOnua
™G, OMAVIOS YLO ETLTUUSLA TAAKD, ELXOVOYQAPLXNIS
ovvBsons (mibavac 1282/83-1296).

A€EeLg vAeLdLa,

1305 awyvag, Bulaviivy yAvmtinn, avayhuen thdxra Ppevdo-
00E®opdyov, ooio Oeodwa, deomdtng Nungpdgog A” Kouvn-
vog Aovrag, Avva Kouvnvodovxzatva Tahatoloyiva, Hrmet-
00¢, Agta.

H PeVO0OOEROPAYOS OTO TAPLRO UVNUElD TG 0otog
Baoihooag GeodmQag 0ToV OUdVURO Vad TS TOALOU-
¥oU TS AQTOg €Yl ATAOYOANOEL OLTTS LOXQOV TNV ETL-
otquoviry €ogvval. ZTo EXIREVTOO TOV EVOLOPEQOVTOC

* €. 1. AtevBvvroLa Tov Bulavtivod Movoeiov AOnvav, snpotam
(@gmail.com

** Euyaoloties ogeidw otn ovvadedgpo x. B. N. laxadomovlov,
StevOuvroia g Epopeiag Apyatotiitwv Aptag, yio tny mpobv-
un rapaxwonon twv Eux. 1-4.

! BA. nvoimg A. K. Ophdvdog, «O tdgog tig Ay. Oeoddoac»,
ABME B’ (1936), 105, 107 ».c., ew. 1, 3, 4. A. Grabar, Sculptures
byzantines du Moyen Age (XIe-XIVe siécle), 11, Tlaoiot 1976, 144
%.£., tiv. CXII-CXXIIL ©. [Talapds, Avaylvpes oagropdyol xail
Emitagles mAdxes ths uéons xal voteons fuiavrivic mepiodov
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The pseudosarcophagus on the tomb of Hosia Theo-
dora presents special interest as concerns the identity
of the figures of the Basilissa and Despot of Arta de-
picted on it. Discussion regarding their identification
as the basilissa-nun Theodora Doukaina and her son
Nikephoros I Komnenos Doukas, and in a recent in-
terpretation as Anna Komnenodoukaina Palaiologi-
na as regent and her son Thomas (shortly after 1296 )
leads to the former view. The evidence adduced from
the Vita of Hosia Theodora, which throws consider-
able light on the meaning of this rare (for a tomb-
stone) iconographic composition (probably datable to
1282/83-1296 ), would tend to support this view.

Keywords

13th century; Byzantine sculpture; relief; pseudosarcophagus;
Hosia Theodora; despot Nikephoros I Komnenos Doukas; An-
na Komnenodoukaina Palaiologina; Epirus; Arta.

TOQAUEVEL | AVAYAVPY, OTAVLOL VIO, TA@LHY TAGRA, EL-
1OVLOTIXY OVVOEO, EL01XATEQX OE 1) TAVTOTNTA TV VO
0TO WECO LORY®V, faciliooag xat deomdt) ™S AQTag.
H moapovoa gpyaoio, eotiaouévy oty oviitmon yio to
TOQLOTAVOUEVO TOQOOMITAL, CLPLEQMDVETAL 0TI UWVHUT TOU
oguvov xat e€aipetov Xopdhaumov Mrovoa.

H wapudoivn mhdro yoovohoyeital oto TéAN TOU
130v awdva. Eivar toroBetnuévn oty xUoLe mpog Tov
vaeONxra Y tov Tdgov ¢ ootag Ocoddpag (Ewx. 1).

oty EAAada, ABnvo 1988, o. 42, aouf. 50, 0. 79 x.e., 90 ».e., 170
%n.£., 174 n.e., ew. 36, 37. Br. Cvetkovi¢, «The Investiture Relief
in Arta, Epiros», ZRVI XXXIII (1994), 103 x.., ew. 1. O idwog,
«Iconography of Female Regency: An Issue of Methodology», Nis
i Vizantija 10 (2011), 405 x.e.
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MYPTAAH AXEIMAZTOY-IIOTAMIANOY

H €€ apyig Béon tng mhdxrag oto uvnueio, n onueovi
oVY®RQEOTNOT TOV OO0V AVIXEL RATA ONUAVTIRG UEQOC
oe uetayevéotepes emeuPdoels’, dev €xeL ovoLoTIRG
au@LopnnOet.

To erovilopeva 010 avayhugo TESomITO TOQL-
otavovtal og tota ouveydueva dudymoea. ZTo ®EVIQO
npofdilovial ®atw and TovimT) aPida, modv rifm-
olov, lotduevol ®at’ evimov N faoiAooo Al AQLOTE-
0d ¢ 0 deomdtng ot néyebog Tadintg nopeng (Ew. 2).
H déomowva otpépetal ehagpod »at fAEmeL Alyo mpog ta
deEud. Ta média pégovtot TAayLa, o apopaio xotev-
Buvom, xot ovvdEovy omtTind TIC LoRPES. Pogovv rat oL
dvo emionua, TOV avtoxpatépmyv tov Bulaviiov, Ai-
Bomoixihta evdipata, ®QaToUV OTAVEOPOQO OXNTTQO
o€ TaEdAANAN, dtaydvia B€om xat €xovv To 0pLoTEQS
€0l Tovg og dénom, N Pactiiooa TAdyLO TEOS TAL AVM
%ot 0 deomdTNg 070 othog Zta U OeELd To aQLoTE-
00, OTws omavLa, ¥€oL Tov Oeov emipaiveTtal avaueoa
og OU0 oudreVTEO TOEM £VOLOTQOV 0VEAVOY %L EVAO-
vet ™ Pactiiooa. Zv alyln g ewdvog ovuPailer 1
mhovoa SLlouGeemWon T aidag, 1 omoio otneitetol
oe didvpovg nioveg ne mepiteyva ®ovoxpava xot Ba-
oelg, deuévoug yooti pe TAEypato xoupmv.

Sta axpaia wéon ewrovitoviat nuitopor dvo oefi-
Covteg apydyyehot ue oxqmtEo, ot peyaliteen xhipa-
%0 LOQPNE OV TTEOo0d(deL fAOOC OTNV REVTIQLRT TOQA-
otaon (Ew. 3, 4). Me wxzn 010o¢1 moog 1o uéoo %ot
Ue TO0 TEAOMTO 0TOV BT TOV RAOLGTOVY ROLVWVE TNG
oxnvig. Ot apydyyehot, TEOOTATES TV AyYyeEAwVIUMV
deomotdv Tov ®EATOoVS TS Hmelpov, evtdooovtal o
XWHEO oV oglobeteital otig TEES eEmTEQIRES TAEVQES
and elooduevo avlepnmtd PAaoTO emovodviov TO-
ov. Me v mohMionun Tagovoic Tovg vroyoauuitovy
TEMTIOTMS TNV ETLONUSITNTO TOV TEXLTULVOUEVOV.

Kvplo mpdommo tng ewovoypapirng ovvleong ei-
vau n Pacihooa, dnmwg Aeydtav n ovluyog deomoTh,
™V omota evhoyel 1 xelpa Tov Oeov. H noogm tg tav-
tiCetoL pe TV owrovoa Tov tdgo Beodbpa Aovxalva,
ovtuyo tov Mixoih B” Kopuvnvot Aovra (mep. 1230-
1267/68), n omoia €yxer 010 TAEVES TS TOV Muiyanil,
UAALOV OE TOV TEMTATOXO YLO TOVGS ROl OLAO0Y0 dEOTATY
g Aptag Nungdpo A” Kouvnvé Aovxra (1267/68-
1296) mo.oLotduevo og uine ®hinaxo, TEOXEWEVOL vV

2 OphGvdog, «O tagog thg Ay. Oe0ddacy, 6.0t (vroonu. 1), 105 x.e.
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eEapbel to MBS avaotua g xexownuévne’. Katd
devtepn exdoyn, ewovitetar 1 Avvo Kopvnvodouné-
v 1 Hohawohoyiva, ovCuyog tov Nixngpdgov A, ue
OVUWITOQLOTAUEVO TOV OVAALRO YLO TOVG, TOV de0mATY
Ouud Kouvnvse Aovxa. Ot S1ogpEQovoes YVOUES OTN-
oiCovtal og arttohoynuéva oToLKEID TOV TEORVTTOVY
OO T ELXOVOYQAPLKA 1AL LOTOQHA dedouéva.

ZNUaVTIXG ELXOVOYQOMIXRG OTOLXE(D Yot TNV TOW-
Ton ¢ facihooag ue ) Oeodwpa Aovxalva, ovu-
PWVO UE TNV EMRQATEOTEQN ATOYY, ATOTELEL TO %O-
ouUNUEVO aUYEVIO 1 ®OAUTTQO TOV TEPTEL TioW OO
TO OTEUUA, OLPTVOVTOS VO patveTtal 1 ®oun e Kabog
ropationoe o A. K. Ophdvdog »atd tnv evdoeheyy| ne-
A€Tn TOv TAEYOV TNS ootag, TV ®AMITTTOM PoQoVTaV
Baothiooeg M moLyrimiooeg mov eudvooay, noQTion-
oav | otwodfmote ayiaoay’. A6 avtd 10 0ToLyelo 0
OpAdvdog 00Ny ON®e 0TO CUUTEQUOUO GTL TTOOKRELTOL
vy Bacthiooa povayy, ®ot axodg yio ™ Geodwoa
Aovrouva.

Onwng avagépel o Blog g ooilog, Tov omoio ouve-
yooaye o novayos Ilop Méing o Iaoitng ota €A TOU
130v awdva®, n Beooefric Os0dwon, TapdAAnia pe To

3310 610, 109 .c.

4 Cvetkovi¢, «The Investiture Relief in Arta», é.w. (vroonu. 1),
103 %.e. O (dwog, «Iconography of Female Regency», 6. (vmo-
onu. 1), 405 ».e. BL. nou L. Fundié, H uvnuetaxi téxvn tov Ae-
orotdtov s Hrelpov v mepiodo s Svvaoteiag twv Kouvn-
viyv Ayyéhwv (1204-1318) (adnuooisvtn didaxntooiny diotot-
B1), Osooarovinng 2013, 79 x.c.

5 0OphGvdog, «O tagog thg Ay. Oeoddpacy, 6.0t (vroonu. 1), 110.
Ag onuewwBel ot otéupa ®ot xolvmtoa Tov ®EUPEL 1 agprveL
opath ratd uéEog TV ®oum, Pépovy —dlwg aQydTeEQO— 0.QYO0-
VTLO0EC 0TLS 0QPLrES ToLyoYoapies Tov 140v »at tov 150v awdvar
yuoo wopadetypata A I M. Djordjevi¢, The Wall-Paintings of
the Serbian Nobility of the Nemanide Era, Behyoddt 1994 (ota
oeoPud ue ayyhuy mepihnym), ox€d. 35, 36, miv. 5, 21, 23, ewx.
11, 19, 53, 77. Ztéuua »ot poxrv ABomoirnihto TAEyna e ®oung
@opel, eEdAlov, 1 faciiiooa twv Iwavvivov Mapio Ayysliva
[Molaworoyiva ot YVOOTES, and VoTeQOVS Xodvoug Tov 14ov
adva, erdveg 0to Meydho Metéwpo xat oto dimtuyo tg Cuen-
ca, A. Zvyydmovrog, «Néat mpoommoypapiot ths Mapiog Ila-
Laroroyivag xal Tob Owud IMoehovumofirgy, AXAE A" (1964-
1965), 55, miv. 21a-y, 220. M. Xattnddaxne — A. Soguavde, To
Meyaro Metéwpo. Iotopia xat Téxvn, ABhva 1990, ewx. o o.
53, 55. Djordjevi¢, 6., 0€d. 18.

® Migne, PG CXXVII (1864), otiA. 908. Twa T x00voASyNnom T0U
Biov BA. A. Boavovong, Xoovixd Tiic ueoatmvixis xal TOvoxo-
xoatovuévns Hreipov, lwdvviva 1962, 49 x.c.
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Euwx. 1. Naog s Ayiag Osodwpas otnv Agta. H Yevdooaoropdyos oto Taixo uvnueio s ooias Osodwoas.

uovaothola ov dpuoe o deomdtng Muxanih Aovxrag,
«1® peyooudotvol ®al avty Fewoyip Belov dviyel-
€ OgUVveloV, nal €ig YVVOLXEIOV TODTO OUVEGTHOUTO».
Exel amoovoBnre n faociliooa evBic uetd tov BGvato
Tov ovlYyov e Me 10 mARpomuUa Tou XEGVov, 1 Ho-
vay Oeoddpa «yaipovoa To mvetua €ig yelpag Oeot
Ta€BeTo” nal ®aTeTEDN €V AUt T T’ AvThS diveyep-
Beion novip», n omola TWHON®E HATOTLY GTO GVOUQ TNS
ayloc. And otoyeio Tov mEodrvypav tehevtaio oQite-
toL 6tL 1 Oeodwpa anefimoe uetd to 1282/837.
Soupova we ™ vedtepn gounveta tov Br. Cvetko-
vies, adapupofitnTo etrovoyQapInd OToLElO Yio TNV
TaUTLION TS PaotAlooag oty LaQUAQLYn TAGRA UE TNV

7 3. K. Kiooag, «Oowog Avdpéag o gonuitng o ex Movodévdpou.
Iotopia, hatpela, téxvn», Ioaxtixa Aiedvots Svumooiov yii
10 Asomotdarto tis Hreipov (Apta 27-31 Maiov 1990), emw. E.
Xovodg, ABfqva 1992, 206, 207, 213 x.c.

8 Cvetkovi¢, «The Investiture Relief in Arta», d.x., (vroonu. 1),
106 n.e.
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Avva Kouvnvodouvxaiva IMalalohoyiva amotelel to
0TOVEOPAR0 OxNTTEO oL xEatel. 1010 Twv factiénv
tov BuCavtiov, 10 0T10v00@G00 OXNTTEO UTOEOVCOY
Vo EQOVYV Ol RVQIEC TOV ALVTORQATOQHOU 0{XOV UGVO
otV meQimTwon wov ovuPfactievav 1 tehovoav yoén
avtifacihooag’. To tehevtaio (oyvoe yia v Avva.
Onwg eivor yvootd, dtav eEéhme o Nivngdpog to
1296, 1 Avva [Holatohoyiva avélape tnv emitgomeia

2 Ac avogepdel, ev ToUTOLE, GTL 0TAVEOPAQO ORNTTEO RQUTEL,
vy Taedderyna, 1 Mapia tg Alaviog 0TS TAQAOTACELS THG
otéYng tov Mok Z” Aovxa xat tg Magiag 0to toimtuyo tov
Khakhuli ot oty pxpoyopagio tov #®d. Coislin 79. BL. wody. T
Toaviihag, «O Indvvng Mavedmovg xat 1 amerévion Ty ov-
TORQATOQWY OTOV Va6 Tov Agyayyéhov Muiyaik oto Zwobévio
tov 11o awdvor, AXAE KZT” (2005), 334 n.e., ew. 5, 6. AEwo-
onuelwt eivat, eEdrhov, uio etrdva tov 1500 oLdva oty Hovi
Z{umvog [Tétpag, dmov M ayior Arrateivn, Le OTEUUO RO TONV-
el ralUmToa TG ®OUNG, ROATEL ETLONG OTAVQOPOQO OXNTTEO
(. Kiooag, «<Ewdveg», Suwvometoa, Aytov Opog, Abfqva 1991,
189, ew. 112).
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Eux. 2. Baoilooo xat Seomotng s Apotas. Aemtougoeia s Eux. 1.

Tov wixEov Owud, m Miwrio tov omoiov TalELdlel ue
TOoV TaELoTAUEVOL deomdTn '
O Cvetkovi¢ gpoovel 6t 1 facihini TeQLPoAn xoL 10

0 H yévynon tov Owud tomobeteital nepl to 1288/89 (D. M.
Nicol, «Thomas Despot of Epiros and the foundation date of the
Paregoritissa at Arta», Bulavtiva 13/2, Awonua otov Twavvy
Kapayiavvérovio, Osocaloviny 1985, 755 n.&.). Emouévwg,
10 1296 0 Owudg Nrav entd 1 oxtd ®at oyt €& etddv [Cvetko-
vi¢, «The Investiture Relief in Arta», d.x., (vwoonu. 1), 109, 110.
Fundi¢, H uvnueraxi téxyvn tov Aeorotdtov s Hmelpov, 4.x.,
(vrroomu. 1), 78], éhape de tov titho TOL de0METY OIS TOV CLVTO-
xnpdtopa Avdpdviro B TTalatohdyo to 1294 »ar oy to 1313,
raBdg avagépel o Cvetkovié (6.7., 110).
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0TOVEOPBEEO OXRHILTEO TNS dEomorLvag, 1 Taldirh niuria
TOV QEOTATN %OL, EV YEVEL, 1] TUTLXTH TNG CUTOXRQATOQL-
®fc ewovoypagiag tov Bulaviiov mapdotaorn ue 1o
OUVAETNTO LOEOLOYIXO POQTIO TG ALTTORAEIOVY TNV TALU-
Tiom ¢ Pacidooag ue ™ Oo0dbpo Aovxaiva. Koatd
™MV Aoy Tov, T0 TEGINAO TOMTIXG TEQLEYOUEVO TNG
emovag avogpépetol evBémg otnv Avva TTalatoroyi-
VO %O OTNV RO TAOTOON TOV OVTILETOTLLE 1 OuvauLry
Baotilooa, dtav avéhafe v nysuovia tov rpdtovgth
Bewel, CVYREXQUWEVA, OTL 1) TEAETOVQ YR TAQAOTOON

' Cvetkovi¢, «The Investiture Relief in Arta», d.x., (vroonu. 1),
110.
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Euwx. 3. Apoxdyyerog. Aertougpera s Eux. 1.

™S Avvag ue tov Owud, udhlota ue v tomobEtnon,
xaitor aovvidoT'? g YAvmtig Thdxag 0To Tagré
uvnueto g aotdung Geodwpag, TOVILe T vouwdTnta
™ eEovoiag Tng fulavTivig TELYRITIOONS ROl VITOOTY-
olle to adLaTEAYUATEVTO SRALDUATO TOV OVHALROU
Owud oty emwxpdtewa g Hrelpov. O »ivduvoc ntav
oWV eEartiog TV eda@u®y OLEXIUNOEMY ROl TNS
a&lwong ywo v vrtotéhelo Tov Omud Tov mEoifalhe
o ®lhmttog tov Tdpavtog, yog tov Kapdhov B tou
AvOnNyauinov, ®atomLy Tmv SomV el oUUpOVNOEl ue
tov Nitngdpo g Aptag ®atd tov yduo g Ovyoté-
005 ToV Odua ne tov Pidurmo to 1294,

Katdmy tovtwy, n avdyhMen tAdxra mpooyod.gpe-
ol otV Avva TTahaoloyiva ot yoovohoyeitol Aiyo
uetd to 1296, IMiotevetal, eniong 6Tl 08 TEWTOROV-
Meg tng Avvog wwoovv vo amodobovv 1 avéyepon
TOV VAQON®O ROl 1) RATAOREVY TOV TAPIXOU WvNueiov
™™g Oeodmpag Aovraivag, ®abmg xat n avddeon g

12 310 610, 105, 110 x.e.
13 310 610, 110.

AXAE AH’ (2017), 275-286

Euwx. 4. Aoydyyerog. Aemtougoera s Eux. 1.

oVYYROQTS TOV Blov Tng ootag otov novayd Iop! Ztv
o €xer amodobel  drandounon tov vapdnra ue on-
UOVTIXES TOLYOYQOPLES, OTO ELXOVOYQUPLRG TOOYQOU-
uo Twv omoimv Bewpeltal 6Tl AvarTUoo0VTUL CUVA-
@eic, TOATIROU TEQLEYOUEVOV, LOEEC TTOV GVVOEOLVV TNV
Lotéenom ue ™ facthoco Avva',

14 310 (dro, 112.

15 Fundi¢, H uvnuetaxi t€xvn tov Agomotdtov s Hrelpov,
6.1, (vroonu. 1), 80 #.e. H Fundié¢ (010 id10, 87 %.€., e1%. 24) vro-
otmeiCel 6t | Avvo TTalawohoyiva Ba wrogovoe vo avoyvo-
ool 0N HoEYPH TS SapaEE(TONS TOV ELROVILETAL QLORETNG
%O UE 0LOLOTORQATIXY EVOUROLOiC 0T ZVvdvTnon ue tov XoLots,
Ommwg SpoLe. OTYV avTioTOLY OXNVH a0 TOV UnEo ®U%AO TV
BovudTov 010 18ed Tov BOuEvol Mixoid ot Pédo (M. Ayet-
udotov-ITotaptdvov, Xto Odot s Pédov. O vads xat ot toiyo-
yoagies s Movis tov TaSidaoyn Muyani, A6vva 2006, 57 #.g.,
wtiv. 22, 70). Zougpmva ne tpéogatn droyn e K. Kegald (O
ToLyoyoapics Tov 130v atdvae otig exxAnoies s Pédov (adn-
nooievtn dudantoowri dratoBn), Abvvoe 2015, 124 n.g., 360, 397.
Anuootevuévn miextoovixd: http://epublishing.ekt.gr/el/13869,
0. 88-91, ew. 50), otqv omoia Paciletal n vedOeon g Fundié,
0T ZOUAQEITION TG TEOYEVEGTEQNS TOLYOYQAP{OS VITOVOETAL M
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To exteBévta, LOMOVOTL TELOTIRA OTNV EUTEQLOTO-
TOUEVN aVAAVOT TOVS, OPHVOUV AVaTAVINTO UEQLXA,
ANV naiola, egmthuata. To omovdatdtepo mEoxrUTTEL
amd TV tomofETnon TS LOQUAQLVNG TAAXROS UE TNV
entonun wapdotaon g Avvog Kowvnvodouxrévng tng
IMalaworoyivag xat Tov Kouvnvoprdotov Owud otv
TedooYN TOU TaPKoU wynueiov g paxagicg Oeodm-
oag, o B€om GOV €mEENTE RAVOVIRA VA VTTAQYEL M ELO-
VO TN REXOWUNUEVNC.

To godTua 0ol OTLS CUVETELES TOV NTAV dUVOL-
6 va €xeL M gvhoyn and wheveds g Avvag, ovuem-
va pe 1o orentivd tov Cvetkovié, ahld ommodnmote
TaQoxLVOUVEVUEVY eVEQYELD, OTOV abud mou vty
OTOYEVE OTNV OVOYVAQLON %ol Arodoy TS nyeoiag
™g and tov Aad g Aptac Evépyeia, udiiota and
uépovg uiag nvptog mov dtaxpidnxre yio v evgpuia T
OTOV YEWLOWS TMV XQOTXWYV vTtobéoemy, 1 omota Oa
uroQovoe va @EpeL 1o avtibBeto and to extntovuevo
ATOTELEOUOL.

O motol, mov émg ofueQa avayvweitovy ®aL TQo-
o%VVOUV 01O €woVLLOUEVO Tpdommo g Paciiiooag
™V molovyo aylia, etval mtodPAnua av Ba £devyyvayv v
aVOYN TOV AVAUEVOTAV, TEOOEEQOVTAS TO TEOOOO-
nwuevo haind éoswona. Etvar Thmmua, dnhadi, av dev
eEelaupavav wg medrAnon 1§ xoat acépewa Ty €vtagn
™ mpoowmoyoagiag g Avvag [Takatoloyivag oto
TaEO wynueio s Oeodbpag.

Xe »G0e meplntwon, n TavtoTnTa TS Paciiiooag
o™V taedotaon o uroQovoe Vo dNULOVQYHOEL EVVON-
™ ovyyvon oto gvoePéc exxinoiaoua. Ev tovtolg,
N €EAAepn emLYQUPAV UE TO GVOUO TV EOVICOUEVMDV
TEOOHTMYV oVVONAMVEL GTL OV VITNOYE, TOTE ®al VOTE-
oa, Béua avayvdelong g noeeng tovs. IapdAinia,
Oev mpémel va maQafAémetal n Aettovoyry B€on tng
UAQUAQLYNG TAAKROAS WG TAMIXNG. AVILQPATIRY TOOS TN
Aettovpylo ™G, M oQyaviry TOToBETNON TS YAUTTHS
€emOVag 0TO Wvnueto we Tov oxomd, ovv ToLg dAAOLS,
va weofAnBel n vouwdmmta xol vo toyvoomondel 1

0vUCuyog Tov nysudva g Pédov Iwdvvn Tapfard. AANG dvoxro-
Ao uwoQet va yiver amodextd xatl oTig U0 TEQLTTMOELS OTL OTO
TEGOMTO ™S ARAQTOARS yuvaixrag and 1 Zapdewa, 1 omola
pwtiodnxre and Tov XELoTo, VIVUEVNS UE TOAVTEL] QOQENOTO
tov udArov B€hovy va dnhdoouvv tov dvouo thovolo Bilo g, ei-
var duvaTté VoL VITOVOOUVTOL OUYYQOVES XOL TTQOPOAVMS ALVETIAN-
TTTNG CUUTEQLPOQAS QOO VILOOES TOV TOTTOV.
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eEovoia g [Makatohoyivag, xot o TESOEOEO onueio,
0TS TLOTEVETAL, YLl TNV AVTANOM XAENGS %ol TV €0~
opdhlon mpootaociog g oentic Oeodweas'®, Aoywad
Ba avtéPaive oto Aaind atodnua. Eival e avtd to fa-
owd guédL0 0TO 0O(0 TEOOKRQEOVEL 1 ATOYY VLo TNV
TavTIoN TS EWOVLEOUEVNS ue TV Avva.

Agv glval to uévo. Epwtiuata wov xaflotovy mpo-
BAnuativy v ev Adym TavTion, avoxrUTTOUY emioNg
amd oplouéva otolyeta g woeenge. Ilpdxreital, ovyne-
ROWEVA, YLOL TNV TTEQOOUEVN NALXIC TG ROLL YL TNV KO-
AMiTtToa Tov oeel 1 OéomoLva oTNV AVAYAVPY ELROVAL.

To gpuowd magovolaotrd g pacihiooag, o Nov-
YOOUEVY OTAON oL WOAVY Ue eELopOd ®VQETOVS TEOS TAL
uéoa duovg, 6me 0to Yéoua Tov Blov TG, %ol UE T
wolAid o@utd palepnéva oto TAdywo, delyver wdihov
TEOYWENUEVN NAric, TALOLOOTYH TEQLOOATEQO 0T Ofo-
0o Aovrowva wapd otnv Avva ITahatoroyiva. Kot
N atdd00M NS e ueLhiyLar EXPEOON ROl LarAQLO UELD(-
QU0 TOV OTTADVETOL OTO TEOOMITO ATTOTUTDVEL T YOL-
Mvn TG a@leomuévng otov XoLoto TLwng ®ol amomVEeL
™V €0MTEQUN NOEUTD, LOROLE AT ROOULRES PQOVTI-
0eg naL aAAOTOLES EVTAOELS, TN POCTALOCOS LOVOYNC.

Syetinég evoeitels mapéyel, eniong, UeTd TV mEO-
oAty ONUOOTEVON TNG, M XTLTOQLXY TOLYOYQAM{O TOV
oeontdtn Nuxngpopov A” Kouvnvot Aovxa nat tng Av-
vag Kouvnvodouvxévng tng Ilahatoroyivag ue ta ténva
TOoVG, TOV €T0V¢ 1294, ) omoia xoouovoe 10 avidQUUEVO
amd tov Nuiungopo mepiotwo oto ®aBohund g Hovig
¢ IMavtdvaocoog xovtd ot dhmmudda!”. To hiya
owléueva ané 1o mpdommo g Avvag (Ew. 5)% ue
avOneh oty Touoyoapio 6yn, ue Vipwuéva ToEwTa
@EEUdLa, ne TAoUoLa TNV RAELOTYH OTNV ROAVTTQO ROUN
%ot YNAS Aopd, wdAlov amrobapoivouy T oUvOeoT ne
™) oVYYQ0VvY, TeQimov, xabmg vrotifetal, TapdoTaon
™S NALouévng pactitooag otny Pevdooapropdyo
™™g Aylog @eodwpag.

1 Cvetkovi¢, «The Investiture Relief in Arta», d.x., (vwoonu. 1),
110 n.e.

TI. A. Boxotémovhog, «’H #TitoQuxi) Totoyoopic 0To mepiotmo
tiic Havravdoong Phrmiddoc», AXAE KO (2008), 73 n.e. A.
Dukidov, «[avtdvaooa Pihimmiddac. H povi g IMavayiog [a-
vtdvaooog», B. N. TTaradomovhov — A. Kapoaumepidn (smp.),
Ta Bviavtiva Mvnueia tns Hrelpov, lodvviva 2008, ewr. 0. 277
(évxo. pwToYQ.).

18 Evyoolotd tov axadnuaizd x. I1. A. Boxotédmovlo yua thv
gvyevix ToQaydenon dwagdvelag g Ew. 5.
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Euwx. 5. Naog g [Haviavaooas xovtd oty dilhmmiada. H Avva Kouvnvodovxaiva Ialatoroyiva. Aextouéoeia tng
HTLTOQLXNS TOLYOYQUQPIUS.
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To Tevyog TMV OEOTOTAOV OTNV TOLXOYQU@IQ TNG
[Mavtdvaooog teoBGALeL TNV REPAL POTOOTEPAVOS
tov mEoodidel ¥héog otV emionun TAEOVOIOON TOVS
otov vad. H Avva, n uévn tng omoiag n evButevig noo-
N dratnoeitar og ueydho uépog, opet moAvteAn av-
Aun evovuaotio pe ovveyeic ®Uxhovg mov megurnhelovv
QUTXA OYEOLOL KOl OWEPAAOVS OLETOVS, KATAROOUY UE
nayaoLrdolo ®at moliTyovg AiBovg, €xel otéuna pe
npemevOovALa xatL xoatel onfmteo. Ta waliid g To-
AlyeL naAVmToor TheYUEVN UE HOQYAQLTAQLO. € TOAAG
dlapopeTnt, 1 eLpdvion g Oev evvoel moavTmg TV
TOUTLON UE TN OEOTOLVA OTY YAUTTTH EEVAL.

H tehevtaio @oel Bagitiun facihiny otoly, otov
TOTO ™G GUOLOL LE TOV TOQAXEWEVOV deOTATY, OTEU-
ua, «ovii 08 TV ovvNOmV eXOTEQWOEV RQEUAUEVOV
ToEATEVOOVLIWV» ¥ TO avXEVIOV TOV APAVEL TNV ROUN
ardhumt). Av xnouL og Aemtouépela, gaivetal waillov
T0pddogo va unv €pege N Avva [Moloworoyiva to
YOQOXTNOLOTIXG €iONG TOV AELDOUATSS TS Paothird
npemevOovALa otV TG00 omovdaia ywo TV emionun
aAVOYVAQLOT TNG ELROVOL.

H oxéym 1L 0tV mapdoto.on T Ue OTOAY, OTEUUA
%Ol OTOVQOPOQO OXNTTEO, TOV ENXEDEIRVVALY TNV EEOV-
ota g wg ®epaing mhéov Tov deomotdtov, N Avva
amewoviodnxe ue v xalinttoa and oéfag yio tn O€-
01N TS AVAYAVEPNE TEOOMTOYQOPIS OTO TAPLRG (VY-
ueto Tng Oe0dwpag, dev divel ema@r ATAVTNON YL TNV
amovoio 0paTMYV TEETEVOOVALMY. ZTEUUOL, TOETEVOOU-
Mo zat voAvmTeo dAlov gidovg, mov Tuhiyel nat oTto-
MCeL TV ®Oun, et 1 facilooa, ®abmg onueldOnxe,
oV «titopwwn tovxoyoawio g Ilavidvaocoas Me
600 0e avapéednrav ota TEonyouvueva, dev Ba ovvat-
vOUOE OTNV OLTIOAGYNON TO TEQLEXOUEVO TMV LOEDV
mtov arodidovial otV ewdva, o€ 6,TL apoed Wimg 0To
npofePAnuévo rUpog rot ueyareto g LOQPNS ™G

AvtiBeta, n emionun Paohri augieon evaouovi-
Cetal ue 10 QUYEVIOY TNG HOVAYNG OTNV TEQITTMWOT TOV
oMV TaEWw) TAGRA TOQLOTAVETOL «f) doldnuog avty
ol poxrapio Baothlg Geodmdoa», 0w €ypage OtV
ayn tov Blov g o povayde Iop Méing o Taoitng®.
EveEfynt n tavtion and ) B€on g emdvog xot amd
™V AN add00om TS RoQENS, dev dnutoveyet ToAAES ao-
oleg vy Ta onuovdueva g emLtippLog tapdotaong edv

1 OphGvdog, «O tdgog g Ay. Oe0dbpagy, 6.7t (vtoonu. 1), 110.
20 PG CXXVII, otii. 904.
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ovT ovveEetaobel ue o dnhovueva otov Bio g ootog,.

Ooa mporvmtovy and 1o agiynua tov Idp vro-
otnEitovy og onuavTkd Pabud ™ yvoun étL oty TAd-
%O TOV TAQOV TS TEEMEL Vo ewroviletal  Oeodwpa
Aovrouva €xoviag 0to mTAeved g tov Nuwngdpo. Ta
otolyeta mov Tpoodyel o Blog, xat edv (owg dev AMivouv
00LoTIRd 10 B€ua, POTICOVY AEXETA TO VONUA TNG VG-
vAugng ouvbeong, elopépovtog Betird oty ovtiTno
YL TNV TOVTOTNTO TOV TAQLOTAVOUEVDY TQOOHITMYV.

H avédyvwon tov aywoloywot xzewévou odnyel,
OVYRERQWEVA, OTNV EVOLOLPEQOVOO dLamioTwon STL TaL
novadind yeyovota amd ™) Lw1 g 0ol Tov 0 nova-
%0¢ IdP aviotopet extevig elval avtd mov cuvépnoav
oTIg YES ™S ovuPimwong Tov Nyenoviroy Levyoug g
Aptag®. Ze ovvoym, avagpépetal 6tL o Muxaik Aovxrog
ovvOEOM e ue v gvyevi Fayyonvi «xol 1o THg alodn-
oemg VYLES paytog O éxelvng Umoxlameic» eEedimEe
™ Pacihooa, ne ONTEC EVIOAES Va unV THG TaQaoyeel
amd Tovg VINxrGovg Tov owednote fondeta. H Oeodm-
oa mepurhaviOnxre eni mévie €1 oe GEevovug TémOVG
«10Tg ameipolg dewvoig mpoomalatovoa [..] pépovoa
%0l Poépoc v TOTC yeolv Bmep ExPAnOeion elyev 8yyd-
OTELOV» €C GTOV TNV AVAYVOQLOE «AAYOVEVOUEVNY
&V Ayo®» 0 Legéag YELTOVIXOU YmELOU XAl TNV €XQU-
Ye ue to waldt otnv owio tov. Ev télel, ue evépyet-
£C «TMV OVV UEYLOTAVOV %Ol TU TEMTA Tt Muyahh
TGP AoUng PeEOVTOV [...] 1| TovNEO IO €ig PmdS Ny
10> noL 0 Miyanh «&v v yevouevog [...] v ua-
roploy addic NYGyeTor #ol Aowwoy EmANoON xoEdC T
TAVTA, %Ol AYOAMAOEMS.

Elval gavepd 6t ta ovpfdavta diatdoogav tny ev-
voun TAEN ®oL ovaoTATOmooyY TV ®ovmvio Tg AQTag,
ooy Yo TNV QTOXRATAOTAOY TV TQAYUATMV YOELG-
oOnxe M ATOPAOLOTIXY 0TO TEAOG TOQEUPAON TWV UE-
YLOTAVOV TOV ®QATOVS. A6 T0 Bdoog mov divel o 1dp
0Tt AemTopueEn ditNynomn Tovg enpaivetal n onuaoio Tov
Ba mpémel va elye, emiong g dMAoTIXY AyLdTNTOS, YULoL
™mV ®otdtagn e Pactilooag novayng otig OoLeEg Y-
vaireg n natuonh ot vedtntd g dwaflwon ue tov
VATTLO Y10 TG, TOV uetémerta 0eomdtn Nixngdpo, oty
e€oplo otV mohveti didexrewa g omoiag 1 Oeodwoa
OVTILETWOTLOE TO TAVOEWVA Ue axldvnty miotn otov
Bed, ne TAQUIELYUATIXT QLOETY, OUVAUN ROl VTTOUOVT).

2 310 (610, 0T 905 €.
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Ta yeyovéta mov mepLyedgel 0 Biog amewroviodn-
®av 0tov eEnvaednxra tov vaou tng Ayiag Oeodwoag
mept ta téAn tov 130v M Tig apyés Tov 14ov audva,
Onwe motevetal? Zta. Aelpava dvodLdroLTng ToL-
xoyoagiag avayvmpitoviar dvo mapaotdoels. Katd
ndoa mbavetyta, N TE@TH delyver ™ O0dda OTIC
€ONULES, M OEVTEQN LOTOQEL TNV OV YVQLRY| ETLOTQOPY|
ue A vonun vrodoyn e facthiloons 0to ®E.0TEO KL
0710 Tald T TS ApToc.

"Eyet, eEGALov, dtatumtwOel ) drroyn GTL ToV amdnyo
TOV OQAUATOC RQATEL 1] TQOYEVETTEQT ELOVOYQAPNON
TOV %0BOMXOU TG TANCLEXWENS OTNV TOAN LOVAS TNS
Blayéovag, and tovg yodvovg mepi to 1250%. H 1016-
onon twv [Tabwv tov XpLotov ot 1 OLdTUITY ELROVLION
oe Cevyog twv Bprlindy pacihéwv Elexia nar Zohoud-
via 0T0 dUTIKG UEQOS TOV VATLOU XAITOVS, GOV (0MmC
ATORELTAL 1] OAEXOPAYOS TOV deomtd T Miyanh Aovra
ouvaua, oL €VVOLES TNS UETAVOLAS ®aL TNG XA Td XQLOTOV
oWTNEIAC, TOV YEVIRA TEOEEAQYOVY OTIC TOLXOYQUPIES
Tov ®AiTovg, gival mBAVS GTL VITAUVIXTIXG CUVONA®-
VOUV T1 HETAVOLL %Ol TN AMITEWON ad TO %EiUo Tou
Mok, Tnv éumooxtn uetdvola Tov deomdTY, UETA
TaUta «xoA®S nol eo@lhds frdoavtog» amédelte 1
ovotaon twv dV0 avogpeQouévmy atov Bio xot GAlmv
wovav, Amd ta gvvoouueva emiong otn Cwyoa@uxi
elval mohv mBbavs ot evepyeTiOnxre amd tov Muixani
AovUro naum yvvareio povi g Bhayéovag ue tny x -
QLOKY UETOOXREVT %Ot TN dtardounon Tov vaov Tne>.

2 M. Tapidng, «H éEwtepixy) Loyoaprd dtoxdounon otv Ap-
0. Naog Ayiag Oeodwpac», [Toaxtixa Atedvois Zvumooiov yii
10 Acomotdro tiic Hmelpov, 6. (voonu. 7), 401 ».c., 405 n.e.,
oy€d. 1-3, ew. 1-3, 5-7.

B M. Ayewdotov-TTotaptdvov, H Blayéova s Aptag. Totyo-
yoapies, ABMva 2009, 23, 65 x.e. H {01, «Ou tovoypopies Tov te-
00V %ot TOV ®VEIWS VaoU», 0Tov oulhoyxd tépo B. N. ITarado-
movlov (em.), H BAayéova s Aptag, Agta 2015, 149, 159 x.c.
2 PG CXXVIL, otih. 908.

2 Ayxewwdortov-TTotaudvov, H Blaydova e Aptag, 6.7., 63 #.&.
Ta otovgeia mov mEodrvpav xotd tehevtaio avAayvoon xat
eounveia Tov emtuppiov emypapay g Bhayéovag odiynoayv
tov I. Belévn o010 ovpmépaoua GtL 1 povaotnolaxy exxinoio
vro&e tagwn tov Ietpakipa, ovyxrerouwévo adelgot g Oc-
0ddpag Aovravag, oty dratodooia Tov omolov eiye meQléOeL
%0l 0 omotog elye Tagel 0TN CAEROPAYO TNG VOTIOG TAEVQAS
oV vaoU, BA. oxetird . Behévng, «Ou tagunés emntypagés tov
vaov g Bhayéovag», H Blayéova g Aptag, .. (vwoonu. 23),
119 n.e. TTpémer, Suwg, va mapatnendel dti, aveEdpta and to

AXAE AH’ (2017), 275-286

2TO QWS TWV YEYOVOTMY TTOV UWVNUOVEVEL UE EVVOT-
™ EUQPAON TO AYLOAOYLRO AEIUEVO KOl O CUVAPELD UE
™V arynoT TOV aUTd etyav oty BeooePn xoLvoTTa
™S AQTag, 1 OTAVIO TAQACTAON OTNV TAGX Pevdo-
00O®0PAYOU TS AYiag Oe0ddE0C Ao TE OUPETTEQO
vonua. H éxhapmon emdva, ®xotd mpdTtumo g auTo-
XQATOQLRNC EOVOYQOPIaC, TaEovoLdlel T factAloon
uwovoyn Oeodwoea AoUnaiva «Toig &V T¢) CETTGH AVTHC
TAQ®W TEOOTITTOVOLV»>® 08 eX{ONUY TEOCMTOYQUPIQ
ue tov deomdtn Nixngoo ®ot ue 6povg Beohoyirng eo-
UWNVEIOC AVOrRAAED TNV LOTOQIO THG REXOUNUEVNC.

To @uowd TaEOoVoLOoTIXG TS NAMHLWUEVNS Oco-
OO, TO POQEUATO KL TO OTOVQOPAEO OXRNTTEO, 1
ovvodeia g and Tov deomdtn Nixngoo ue ) woeen
otdLoU ®a ) Beia emwoxioon pue v evASYNoT ™S s
™ Yelpa ToV Be0U, e TELETOVQY XY TAQOVTIL TOV Q-
YoyYEMWV 0ToL TAAYLO, OVOOERVVOUY TV CETTTH LOQ®Y
™S Me murnvatTa X0 Vou %ot vonudtmv Onlorolovy
0710 0UVOAO TV VtdoTaon TNe Paciliooag g AQTag,
™MV a@LEQMON TNS 0ToV XQELOTS %Ot TO TENOS TN LOVAL-
S TOQATEWTOVY OTHY £VAEETN LN %ol 0To dQaUaTL-
%4 frdpato g vedTNTAS TN ®ot TEORAAALOVY OE ROLVY
avayvoeon to nowd uéyebog g Bavovone.

AT vty TV Aoy diegunveveTal Exiong To OTOV-
QOO0 OXNTTEO OV ®Eatel 1 Beodwpa Aovxraiva.
Me 10 ufqrog ™™g edpdov oAl ueyahitepo amd to ov-
vNnB€otepo Tov PaciMxol oxf\ITTEOoV oV PaoTtdlel O
TOQATAEVQOS OECTATNG RAL UE TO EUPATIRG ONAWUEVO
oyfua Tov 0TavEoY TS ZTaVEWOoNg xotL t™s Avdota-
ONG OTNV XOQUPT TOV —0S OTTAO NG TIOTNS RaL ETaOAO

hTNUO TOV REXOWNUEVOV OTOVS TAPOVS OTOVS OTTO{OVS ALViRAY
oL emyQapES (Yo Tig EQLO0GTEQES TV V0 CaEROPAEYOVS TOV
vnoyav oty Bhayéova PA. B. N. [Taradomovrov, «Or copxo-
@ayow, H Blaysova s Aotag, 6.m., 107 #.8.), 1 dandounon
TOV Voo 0T0 GUVOAO OeV TQOOPEQREL, PEYXOL OTLYUNS, BeTind TEOG
avty ™V ratevbuvon otovyeto. Ta ovvaydueva amd g ToLyo-
yoapieg 0dnyovv, avtibeta, 0T 0TEVH OUVVOEON TNG LOVHS UE TNV
doyovoa owoyévela twv Kopvnvodovrddmwv. And tig dtdgpopeg
evdelEelg agopvnudvevtn tdht  WGtovoa xat rolvonun —GA-
Aog dvogpuijvevtn— magovoia twv ayiwv facléwyv Elenio »at
Zoloudvta otV and avatohdv €00do tov dutivoy diauepi-
ouaTog ToV VOTLoU ®ALTovg, dmov Poloxetal o uéyoL mTES TLvog,
TOVAAYLOTOV, THAVOAOYOUUEVOS TAPOS TOV Mixank Aovxra, ov-
vouvel not ovvieiver oty dmoyn yio ™) hAoyilouévn tagr tov
deomdtn 08 AvTd TOV YHEO.

% PG, CXXVII, otih. 907-908.
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na@Tueitov— 0vTd amotehet pdAlov dtdonuo ayldtyTag
Topd mToltirig eEovoiac.

Tnv aydTnTo ™S *EXOWUNUEVTS, «ToD OeoD O Tav-
™V S0EGcVTOC VoTEQOV» e TN dUvaun va wotel Bavuo-
T, a0dg avagépel o Bloc?, onueloyoael woaUTOg N
aovvnoLoT) otV TEpioTaon tapovoia Tov Nixngdoou
OtV AVAYAUEY EMEVA. ZTNV ETEQOYQOVIOUEVY EUPAVL-
o1 Tov e mAnon weQPoAn tov deomdTy, 0 Nixnwdpog
TOLOLOTAVETOL OYEVELOG, UE LALXOLA OTOVS U0V LWOAALG,
UE TN WoEEN %ol To WrEd avdotnuo maldlov: avtoy
ov nopdodnxre tig faolés doxrwaoies e pacilooag
Be0dwpag otV mevtaeT eEopla g artd TV AQTta ®oL
yeuOnre natdmy ™) 04 %o TN OGEX THE ETLOTEOPNS
oto mahdt. H didtumn éviakn tov deondty oty emt-
ToupLoL EXOVA, e EVOEYOUEVES OTO VONUA TNG TTOMTIXES
TQOERTAOELS, OELYVEL VO CUUTTURVAVEL UE TNV OTTOO00T
TOV TNV AVAUVNOY 60wV OVVERNOAY OTHV TTLO TQUPEQY
Niwio Tov xot vo expEALeL TOQOOTATIRG THV EVYVWUO-
oV OTHY TEOOPLAY UNTEQO TTOV TOV REATNOE OTY L.

Me avti Ty évvoia, WAALoTa 0TO ®A{a Tov TEEmeL
va dnutovpynoe o Bdvatog Tng oentig Oe0dbEas 0TO
eQIPAALOY TG LOVAG TNG KOl EVQUTEQX OTNV ROLVM-
vioo Tng Aptag, dev amoxrieletal Tl | ovvaiodnon g
oelMic 001 ynoe eiong oty voBEToN TS SAmg LoL-
altepong yua Ta@wy TAA®O ELROVIOTIXNG oUVOEONS ne
0 aroddduevo ovupfolnd mepleyduevo. H wéa tng,
edv evotabel n vtéBeon yio TV TAUTION TOV TAQLOTA-
vouévmwv TEoommmy, Bo meénel vo gugoondnxe and
ToV ovuraglotduevo deomdtn Nuxngdpo mod and
™mv Avva ITahaoloyiva. Ztnv mooxelévn mepintm-
on, N XEOVOASYNON NS YAVTTNG €AVAC TOV HOOUEL
TOoV Tapo ™S naxaiog faciMooog Lovayng rat TOAL-
ovyov g AgTtag umoget vo torofetndeil oto dtdotmua
TV etdv 1282/83 naw 1296, mBavng de otnv evdm de-
OETIOL TOV ALLADVAL.

27 3o 810, otiHk. 907.
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EEGAlov, and ™) B€on tov tagoy puvnueiov g
oo{og ueTa &y tov ®vimg vooy xatl Tov vaednxa oto
vétio dvouypa, gEvmoxovetor M UmaeEn téte TOU
tehevtaiov. H avéygpon tov vagOnra mooywatomol-
NOnxre evdeyouévme amd ) Oeoddea ®aTd T TEA TNG
oaptmong g otn wovy, B VITOVOOUV Ta YOUPOUE-
va tov Biov e*. H ewovoypdenot tov axohoidnoe
o€ Ye0vo ov Oev oyeTiletaon (Owg AUETO e TV OLXO-
douNoN TS TEOOH KNG

Téhog, ot SQLa TV ELRACOUEVMY, elval emiong Oe-
ity M vreéBeon 6t o deomdTNg Nivnedog, TaQaAAn-
Ao e ™) @ovTida Yo Ty tdeuon Tov TaELrov uvnuei-
OV 0TO OTO{0 AVAXE M LOQUAQLVY TAGXO %Ol TOAVAC
OVTOTOROLVOUEVOS 0TO B€Anua tov Aoy tov, dtoue-
ooAdfnoe ue To ®VEOS TOV 0T UNTEOTOA NovmdxrTou
®ral AQg Yoo tThv avaxfouvEn amd v Exxlnoia g
Be0dwpag Aovraivag og ootas. Tomg de o tdlog uepi-
UWVNOE %Ol Yo, T oVYYXQ0ovVn ovyyeogn Tou fiov g
aotdung pacihiooac.

8 310 (010, othh. 908. Kabwe avayodgetal, 11 Oe0ddoa «xal
¥0OVOUS EMIBLOVO0, TOV VOOV UEV TTAVTOIMS XOTEXGOUEL XA ALV
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THE IDENTITY OF BASILISSA AND DESPOT ON THE
TOMBSTONE IN THE CHURCH OF SAINT THEODORA, ARTA

T he pseudosarcophagus on the tomb of Hosia Theo-
dora in the homonymous Byzantine church which was
dedicated to Arta’s patron saint dates to the late 13th
century. This article deals with the identity of the per-
sons portrayed in the center of the relief, the Basilissa
and Despot of Arta (Figs 1-4).

The scene’s main figure is the basilissa, the despot’s
wife, whom the hand of God is blessing. According to
the prevailing view of A. Orlandos, she is to be iden-
tified as Theodora Doukaina, wife of the Despot Mi-
chael II Komnenos Doukas, wearing a nun’s veil and
shown with her son (on a smaller scale), the Despot Ni-
kephoros I Komnenos Doukas. As is well known, after
Michael’s death (1267/68), Theodora became a nun in
the female monastery of Hagios Georghios, which she
herself had founded and which was later honored by re-
ceiving her name. The latest evidence places her death
after 1282/83.

According to a recent interpretation by Br. Cvet-
kovi¢, the figure is Anna Komnenodoukaina Palaiologi-
na, represented here shortly after the death of Nikepho-
ros I (1294) holding the regent’s sceptre with cross and
accompanied by her underage son, Thomas Komnenos
Doukas. In line with Cvetkovi¢’s reasoning, the official
portrait, typical of imperial iconography, has a politi-
cal content: it underscores the legitimacy of the rule of
Anna Palaiologina and reaffirms the right of succession
of Thomas against the claims of Philip of Taranto. Cv-
etkovi¢’s in-depth analysis, however, leaves a number of
crucial questions unanswered.

The most important question arises from the place-
ment of the portrait of Anna and Thomas on Theodo-
ra’s tomb, in a position where the image of the deceased
ought normally to have been. This question concerns the
possible consequences of what was in any case a risky
action, to the extent that it aimed at the recognition and
acceptance of the rule of Anna Palaiologina in the Des-
potate of Epirus by the people of Arta. The inclusion of
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her portrait on the tomb of the blessed Theodora might
have been seen by the pious local community of Arta as
a provocation or even an act of impiety. In any case, the
identity of the basilissa would have created confusion.
However, the absence of inscriptions containing the
names of those depicted suggests there was no question
of their being recognized. The placement of the sculp-
tured image on the monument —which went against its
organic function as a tombstone— would have gone con-
trary to popular sentiment. This is the main obstacle
encountered by identifying the lady depicted as Anna.

It is not, however, the only one. The physical appear-
ance of the basilissa indicates a fairly advanced age, and
her mild facial expression reflects the inner peace of the
nun. In comparison, the erect stance and few surviving
remains of the face of Anna Palaiologina in the found-
ers’ wall painting in the Church of the Pantanassa at
Filippiada (1296) (Fig. 5) rather discourages identifi-
cation with the actual representation of the basilissa on
the funerary relief plaque.

Furthermore, in the wall painting the basilissa is
wearing a crown with pendilia and pearl-studded veil
enveloping her luxuriant hair. Though only a detail, it
seems surprising that on the relief plaque Anna Palai-
ologina should not be wearing the imperial pendilia
characteristic of her rank and so important for her for-
mal recognition as regent.

The identification of the figure as Theodora Dou-
kaina, easily explained by the position of the plaque
and overall rendering of her figure, does not give rise to
many questions concerning the meanings of the sepul-
chral scene if it is examined together with what is stated
in the saint’s Vita, a late 13th-century work by the monk
Job Melias the lasites. More specifically, a reading of
this hagiographic text leads to the interesting finding
that the only events from the saint’s life which are nar-
rated extensively are those which occurred early in the
married life of the ruling couple of Arta. Michael Dou-
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kas became associated with the noblewoman Gangrene
and expelled Theodora, who was pregnant and faced all
manner of suffering, wandering for five years until she
returned to the palace with the toddler Nikephoros.

In light of the events mentioned by her Vita with
understandable emphasis, this rare representation ac-
quires a clear meaning. The brilliant image, along the
model of imperial iconography, presents the basilis-
sa-nun Theodora Doukaina in an official portrait with
the Despot Nikephoros, recalling the deceased’s life his-
tory in terms of theological interpretation.

The appearance of the elderly Theodora, the scep-
tre with cross, the fact that she is accompanied by the
Despot Nikephoros shown as a child, the hand of God
blessing her, and the ritual presence of the Archangels
at the sides of the plaque highlight her venerable form.
Through a condensation of time and meaning, they
signify as a whole the essence of the Basilissa of Arta,
her devotion to Christ, and the end of her life as a nun;
they refer to the dramatic experiences of her youth and
display for common recognition the deceased’s moral
stature.

One may also interpret the long sceptre with cross
Theodora holds from this standpoint: as a weapon of
faith and prize of martyrdom, it is probably an emblem
of sanctity rather than a badge of political power.

The odd presence of Nikephoros in the relief im-
age likewise marks the sanctity of the deceased. In
his anachronistic appearance wearing full despotic
regalia, Nikephoros is depicted beardless, with long,
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shoulder-length hair in a child’s form and stature. The
unusual inclusion of the despot in the funerary image
condenses through his depiction the recollection of all
that had happened to him at a tender age, and expresses
in graphic form his gratitude to the beloved mother who
kept him alive.

The elements of the saint’s life illuminate to a con-
siderable extent the meaning of the relief composition
and make a positive contribution to the discussion of
the personages represented. If our hypothesis concern-
ing the identity of the two figures is correct, the idea
for the image must have been guided by the Despot Ni-
kephoros. In this case, the relief plaque may be dated
between 1282/83 and 1296, probably soon after 1283.
The construction of the church’s narthex, which faces
the tomb, was perhaps carried out by Theodora at the
end of the period she lived in the monastery, as implied
by what is related in her Vita.

Finally, it seems reasonable to suppose that the Des-
pot Nikephoros, along with ensuring the founding of
the tomb to which the marble plaque belonged, and per-
haps in response to the will of his people, employed his
prestige to mediate with the Bishopric of Naupactus
and Arta for the Church to proclaim Theodora as hosia.
He may also have seen to it that the Vita of the late bas-
ilissa was written during this same period.
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