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AIIO TON DECUMANUS MAXIMUS THZ YZXTEPHX APXAIOTHTAX
>TH MEZOBYZANTINH MEXH ‘'H AEQPOPO THY OEZXA AONIKHZ.
H ZYMBOAH TQN [TPOZPATOQN ANAXKADPQN

O L LVOLOXOPLRES EQYOLOTES TTOV TOAYUATOTTOONRAY 0TO REVTQO TS Becoarovixng amd to 2006 xat eEfg, ue
QLPOQUT| TIS EQYOLOTEC RATAOKEVNS TOV VTGYELOV UNTEOTOALTIXOU G1ONE0OEBUOV, EPEQAY OTO PWC, OTWE AVAUEVO-
Ty, ueitovoc onuaoiag evofuata axd tn fulavtivi don e Lwfg e TOANG. ZuyReXQEVA, omToraAi@Onre ot
ueydin €xtaon 1o woheodound ®EVIQo TS ®eooaiovirng xatd v “Yoteon Apyaidtnta, v [Halatoyolotio-
viry ®a ITowtofulavtivy mepiodo, dote va. eival TAEov duvaty 1 avaovvOEST TOV LOTORIKOU TNG TOTIOV O UL
uored xoovixy meptodo.

210 eninevIQo TOV emMLOTNUOVIXOU eVOLaEpovTog Polonovtal dvo yweot ent g Eyvatiog 000V, 1o oxduna
Tov otafuov Beviléhov, ota dutnd, ®ral 1o oxduuo tov otabuoy Ayiag Zogiag, ota avatolrd. O avaorageég
ota dU0 oxrAuuaTe EPEQUY OTO QWS TUNUATO TOV decumanus maximus (e TS ®¥LOVOOTHQIXTES OTOEC TOV, ONAOON
NG REVIQLXNG 00N 0 TNELOS TTOV SLETEEYE TNV TEWYLOUEVT TTOAN TS YoTEENS AQyYatdtntag otov dEova A-A xot
ovvédee T Xovon IToAn ota dvtrd ue v Kaooavdpemtinn ITUAN ota avatolnd, ®OVTd 0TNV OO0 OVOITTVO-
06TaV TO AVarRTOELRG oVYReSTNUa Tov Takepiov (apyéc Tov 4ov avdva). EmmAéov, oto oxduna Tov otaduol
Beviléhov amonaliginre évac and tovg faoirotc ndbetove dpduove otov dEova B-N (cardo), mov ovvédee To
Bopeto Tuiua Tne TOANC e tov Awéva tov Meydhov Kovotaviivov. Ztn dtaotatomon Tov dV0 0dtx®V oo TthoLwy
Slapnoee®dNre ®aTd TOV 40 CLWVO UWVNUELOKG TETEATVAO OE avTLoTOLKlC Ue TO BoLauPiroy XuEarTHEM UWYNUEID
OV VY®VOTAY OTO AVATOMA®O TURUC THS 0TNELag, ard to omoio €xel diaomBel n apida tov T'akeplov. To te-
TOATVAO UE TN UWYNUELLXT LOQPT| ALTTOTEAEL LOVAOLRG EVONUCL, EQ° GO0V TO OVEVEEBEVTO TURUOTE TOV ETLTEETOVV
™MV AVOToQAoTUON TNS COYIXNE LOQPNE TOV, XAT OVOAOYIO UE TTOOYEVEDTEQX TAQAOEIYUATA QMUATXAV TOAEWV.
AvTioTong 0movdadTNTAS EVENUA VIO TNV AVATOQAOTOON TS LWOQYNS TOV decumanus maximus ®otd tov 40
aldva aroterel To xonvaio/vupgaio otrodounuo Tov aroxoAigdnre oto oxduuo tov otabuot Ayiog Zopiog.

>t SLAERELD TOV 50U oL RVQIMS OTOV 60 CLLWVAL, TOV UVNUELOKS KOLOAXTHOO TN LOQPNS TNG TTOANS LVALOVVOETOUV
TO TETEATVAO, TTOV TOQAUEVEL ETPANTIRG, O dLEVQUUEVOC decumanus maximus ue TV 0000YDVLA LALEUOQOOTOWTY
mAateia, TO ®ENVAIO/VUUPOTO, VORATOUOREVUOUEVO Lol ne Tig Tapdmhevees MUIXVRALKES TAaTeles/pooa, neTaEl
AYELQOTOTOV ®aL ETLOROTHNACS PaotAnnic Tng Aylog Zolog, ®al AVATOAMKGTEQN TO UVOXTOQIKG CUYXQOTNUCL.

H avaoragxn épevva avédelEe emumpdo0eta HETATOOTES 0T LOQYPT TNE KEVTOLXNEC 00HNC COTNEINS RO OTIS
TaEATAEVOES 0L*0dOMIKES YNOTOES, OV emMIPANON®OV artd TN AetTovE Yo TS TOANC UE TNV (OQVON RATAOTNUATWY
%Ol EQYAOTNEIWY 0T VOTLAL ®al BARELe TAEVEE TNG RO T TOVS edpuevoug audves (8og-140g awdvag), dtav ma o
decumanus maximus houfdaver ™ woeen s Méons M g Aew@opov twv Bulavivdy yeovmy.

Ta gvofuoTa aVTd CVUTANEWDVOUY REVA 0T YVAON ROS VIO TN HOEPY TV ulavTvdy ToAewy not LdRATEQM
™m¢ Oecoarovinne ITpdxertal Yo povadind apyctoloyrd xotdAouro amd ™ wévy pulovtivy ueyahAovmoin Tov
elhadxov yoeov, dpola Tmv ooimy dev €xovv avaoxagel ovte otV Kovotavtivovmoly.

H Wwaitega emimovn, og ovvOfreg epyotaEiov, alhd cuoTNUATIXY aAVOORA@LRT OLEQEvVNON TV dV0 QUT®OV
Béoewv, OTWS AL TOV VTOAOITWY OXOAUUATOV O@elheTal 08 TOAMTANO dlemOTHUOVIRT OUAd OTTOTEAOVUEVY
a7l AEYALOAGYOVS, ALQYLTEXTOVES, TOTOYQAPOVS KOl TTOALTLIROUS UNYOVIXOVE, OYXEOLOLOTES HOLL GVVTNONTES, OL OTTO(-
0L TEOOMPONKRAY YL TIC AVAYRES TOV £0YOV ROl EQYAOTNHAY UE VTOJELYUATIRY CLpOTlmOoN 0TO 7eEd(0, 0T CVVTH-
ONON ROl TNV RATOYQOPT TOV VALXOU, VIS TV ®0.003NYNOoN, TOV CUVTOVIOUO %ot TV eromteia g Epopeiag Ap-
yxorotitwy IIéheme Oeoocahovixng To Toliyeovo avtd €0Y0 AmOTVTMVETOUL 08 Ol EXDECEMY, AVAXOIVDOEMYV,
SLaléEEmV naL SNUOCLEVOEWY, (0L TEMTY AVAYQUEY] TWV OTTOImY arO0AOVDE! £dW.
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ATIO TON DECUMANUS MAXIMUS XTH MEXH 'H AEQ®POPO THZ ©OEZXAAONIKHX

H Xowtiaviny Agyaoroyw Etawpelo ovupetéyetl €€ apyis oty mpoordfeia Stotionong g avbevtindtntog
TV gVoNUAT®Y ToV 0Taduov BevilEAov e Ty TaQanovy Tovg vatd 0oy, agov HEQOS TMV AEYOLOTHTWY TOU
amoxaAipOnxay otov otabud g Ayiag Zogiag, £xel 10N amoomaotel amd ToV PUOIKS TOVS X MEO. Me 1 dnuo-
Olevon O0TOV TAEOVTA TOUO TOV AEATIOU TMV UEAETOV YL T dV0o wvnuetord ovvola 1 Xolotiaviry AQyololo-
ywn Etapelo embupel vo ovufdrer oty xvoliteen evnuéomon ths EMANVIXIS ®ot TS O1eBvoig emoTnUOVIXNG
®oWwOTNTOS OANG %O ®AOE EVOLOPEQOUEVOU YLOL TO BEUC TMV ONUOVTIXMV EVONUATMY TNS OECOAAOVIRNG RAL VLA
™) oNuaotao TS S THENONG TOVS RATA YWEAYV, OYL UOVO YLO. TNV LOTOQLXT KAl AEYALOAOYXY Toug aElon ahld ®ot
Y0 TOUC UEALOVTIXOVS EQEVVNTEC.
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FROM THE LATE ANTIQUE DECUMANUS MAXIMUS
TO THE MIDDLE BYZANTINE MESE IN THESSALONIKI:
WHAT THE RECENT EXCAVATIONS TELL US

T he excavations that were carried out in the centre of Thessaloniki from 2006 onwards in connection with the
construction works for the building of the city’s underground railway have, as was to be expected, uncovered some
highly important finds from the Byzantine phase of the city’s lifetime. To be more specific, a large part of the Late
Antique and Early Byzantine urban centre of Thessaloniki was discovered, making it possible to reconstruct its
historic cityscape over several centuries.

Academic interest focused on two sites on the modern Egnatia Odos, the Venizelos underground station trench
and, further east, the trench dug at the Hagia Sophia station. These excavations uncovered parts of the decumanus
maximus with its colonnaded arcades, i.e. the main arterial route crossing the walled city of Late Antiquity on an
East-West axis and connecting the Golden Gate to the west with the Kassandreotiki (Cassandrian) Gate in the east,
near where the palace complex of the Emperor Galerius developed (early fourth century). Moreover, in the Venize-
los station trench they discovered one of the main roads leading off the North-South axis (the cardo), which linked
the northern part of the city with the harbour built by Constantine the Great. At the crossroads where the two
arterial roads met a monumental tetrapylon was built in the fourth century corresponding to the triumphal monu-
ment on the eastern part of the via Egnatia from which only the Arch of Galerius now remains. The monumental
tetrapylon is an exceptional find, in as much as the parts that came to light, allow us to reconstruct its original
form by analogy with earlier examples from Roman cities. An equally important find for reconstructing the form of
the decumanus maximus in the fourth century is the building housing the nymphaeum found in the Hagia Sophia
station trench.

Over the course of the fifth and more especially in the sixth century it was the, no doubt still impressive, tetrapy-
lon, the widened decumanus maximus, a rectangular square/plaza nearby, the nymphaeum, constructed along with
the adjoining semi-circular squares/fora, between the Acheiropoietos church and the episcopal basilica of Hagia
Sophia, and to the east the palace complex that shaped the city’s monumental character.

The excavations highlighted other changes to the form of the main arterial road and the adjoining city blocks
(insulae ), necessary to the functioning of the city, such as the establishment of commercial outlets and workshops
in the northern and southern parts in later centuries (8th-14th centuries), by which time the decumanus maximus
had taken on the form of a Byzantine Mese or Leoforos (main street).

These finds fill in gaps in our knowledge about the layout of Byzantine cities and in particular Thessaloniki. They
are outstanding archaeological remains from the only Byzantine conurbation on Greek soil, the likes of which have
never been excavated, not even from Constantinople.

The intensely laborious, but systematic archaeological investigation of these two sites, despite having to work
surrounded by a construction site, and of the other trenches was carried out by a large interdisciplinary team of
experts, made up of archaeologists, architects, topographers and civil engineers, draftsmen, and conservators, who
were employed for the purposes of the dig and who worked with exemplary dedication to the discipline to conserve
and record material, under the direction, leadership and supervision of the Ephorate of Antiquities of the city of
Thessaloniki. The results of this long-term project have been set out in a series of reports, talks, lectures and publica-
tions, of which what follows is an initial record.
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FROM DECUMANUS MAXIMUS TO THE BYZANTINE MESE IN THESSALONIKI

The Christian Archaeological Society has been participating from the very beginning in efforts to maintain the au-
thenticity of the finds from the Venizelos station site by keeping them in situ, while some of the antiquities found at
the Hagia Sophia site have already been removed from their physical environment. With the publication on the two
monumental complexes in this volume of its Deltion the Society is hoping to help better inform Greek and interna-
tional scholars, as well as all other interested parties, on the subject of these important finds from Thessaloniki, and
on the necessity of their preservation in situ, not only because of their historical and archaeological value but for the
purposes of future research.

(Translated by Valerie Nunn, MA)
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Noufopoata, atd. xoatod. 18-33 0. 109-117 (E. Awdvia).
EyxdAimiog otavpde, aoif. xatak. 36 0. 119 (. Baoukeddov).
Kepauwd, apf. xoatah. 56, 79 0. 131, 148 (Ko. Kmvotavtvidov).
Keoauwd, apf. xoatah. 63, 64 0. 136-137 (Zt. TCefosvn).

TIia pta ovvoiLxn) maQOVALAON TOV EVONUATOV LE TAOUOLO POTOYQAPLXO VALXO, PA.

IT. AdGu-Bedévn —T. Muldmovhoc (emw.), Metoo-vrac tnv totopia s Osooalovixng / The Metro-nome of Thes-
saloniki’s History, ©sooalovinn 2018 (draBéowo oto dtadintvo):
1. Baowerddov — Ko. Kmvotavtwvidov — T. TIowtoypditn — Zt. TCePfévn, «Zrabuoi Ayia Zogia xor Bevitéhov. 1.
H opydvmon tov aotirol ydeov amd v 0puon g Oecoahovinng Emg To TELOS TNS OYPUNS OEYALLOTNTOC»,
125-158.
>t. Baowkerddov — Ko. Kovotaviwvidov — 1. TCefoévn, «And tig fulavtivég ayopés émg t Oecoalovinn tng
muoxayldg tov 1917», 159-177.
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