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Lamprini Chioti

THE TRANSFORMATIONS OF ATHENS
FROM THE TIME OF THE HERULIAN INVASION (267 CE)
TO THE END OF THE 4tH CENTURY

Metd and v emidoourj twv Egovdwv otnyv Abvva (267
w.X.) n TOAN UTEOTN UETAUOQPDOELS AVTIOTOLYES AUTMDV
mov Biwoav GAAes mOAels Tov eAAadixov ywoeov xatd
mv idta emoxn. Oxws uaotvel n otxodouixn S0aotn-
oLOTNTA, EWS T TEAN TOV 40U QLOVA EVOS ECWTEQLXOS
OYVOMUATIXOS TEQIPOLOS xaTaoxevaoTnxe, apyaia
onuooia xtiola eyxataleipnxrav 1 amodoundnxav,
E0YAOTHOL EYXATAOTAONKAY O TAAALOUS SNUOOLOVS
ADOOUVS, EVM TO REVTEO PBAOOVS TNS TOANG UETAPEQONXE
oo Ta SUTIXA TTEOS TA AVATOMXA, OTNY TEQLOXN TNG
onueoLvis BovAis xat tov EOvixov Kijmouv.

A€Eerg nAherdra

"Yotepog 306 xat 4o¢ aribvag, EQOVAOL, UETQUOQPHDOELS TO-
Aewv, Yotepopomuaixd teiyos, Adiva.

For a long time, the Herulian invasion in Athens (267
CE) was considered as an unmitigated disaster for the
city, as an event disrupting the city’s life.! Indeed, from
an analysis of the destruction layers that can be at-
tributed to the invasion, it is clear that a large part of
the city suffered, with the parts to the northwest and to
the south of the Acropolis Hill suffering the most (Fig. 1).
Public buildings devastated at the time of the invasion
have been unearthed within the Athenian Agora — the
city’s Greek and Roman administrative center, as well

* Archaeologist, PhD in Classical Archaeology, chioti_lambrini@
hotmail.com

! 1. Threpsiades, “Pouaizyy €raviig &v Ad\vaig”, Toléuwv 5
(1954), 136-138. H. A. Thompson, “Athenian Twilight: A.D. 267-
600", The Journal of Roman Studies 49 (1959), 62. G. E. Wilson,
The Herulian Sack of Athens A.D. 267, unpublished PhD thesis,
University of Washington, Washington 1971, 116. A. Frantz, Late
Antiquity: A.D. 267-700 (The Athenian Agora 24), Princeton,
New Jersey 1988, 3.
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After the Herulian invasion (267 CE) Athens was
transformed just like other Greek cities were at that
time. The analysis of the Athenian building activity
shows that from the late 3rd to the 4th century an
inner, reduced wall was constructed, ancient public
buildings were abandoned or dismantled, workshops
were installed in ancient public places, while the city’s
core was transferred from the west to the east, to the
area of the nowadays Greek Parliament and the Na-
tional Garden.

Keywords

Late 3rd and 4th century; Heruli; city transformations; post-
Herulian wall; Athens.

as in the Eso Kerameikos next to the Dipylon gate. On
the Acropolis, the Erechtheion’s destruction has been
linked to the Herulian invasion. It now seems likely
that the Parthenon too suffered at that time; it seems
rather difficult to connect the temple’s destruction to
Alaric’s invasion in the late 4th century, as argued by
some scholars.? It is possible that more public buildings

2 A. Frantz, “Did Julian the Apostate Rebuild the Parthenon?”, AJA
83 (1979), 397-401. Ch. Bouras, “Alaric in Athens”, DChAE 33
(2012), 1-6. E. Lamprinou, H voteoopomucixn emioxevy tov ITaobe-
VAOVOL Xa O YONOWUOTOINOEVTA OE QUTIY EAANVIOTIHG OTWLXA XT1)-
ota, unpublished PhD thesis, National and Kapodistrian University
of Athens, Faculty of History and Archaeology, Athens 2015, 30-48.
L. Chioti, H emiSpoun twv Egovdwv oty Adijva (267 n.X.). ZvuPo-
A1) OTN UEAETN) TWV EMATDOEWV TG ETLOQOUNS KAL TS AVACVYHQO-
TNONGS TG TOANG € Ta TEAN TOU 4ov audva, Ph.D. Thesis, National
and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Faculty of History and Ar-
chaeology, Athens 2018, 118-123, 207-212, 451-453. O. Palagia, “The
Gold and Ivory Cult Statues of Pheidias in Athens and Olympia”, O.
Palagia (ed.), Handbook of Greek Sculpture, Berlin —Boston 2019, 345.
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Fig. 1. Athens in the mid-3rd century. Dots indicate where destruction evidence connected to the Herulian invasion has

been unearthed.

—the Roman Agora and the Library of Hadrian— suf-
fered during the Herulian invasion. The destruction of
buildings discovered on the South slope of the Acrop-
olis has also been connected to the event; this connec-
tion has been further enhanced in the last decades by
the increasing number of destruction layers excavated
within the Roman residential district to the south — in
the nowadays Koukaki district and in the Makriyiannis
lot where the Acropolis Museum now stands. More de-
struction layers have been excavated within the Roman
districts surrounding the Athenian Agora: in the area
northwest of the Agora square, on the north slope of the
Areios Pagos and in the ‘industrial district’ to the south-
west of the Agora. A few destruction layers have been
discovered in the eastern part of the city. On the con-
trary, it seems that the residential districts lying within
the walls in north and in the west were left intact.?

3 On the destruction layers that can be connected to the Herulian
invasion: Chioti, op.cit. (n. 2), 117-167.
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In decades following the Herulian invasion Athens
kept on being inhabited. By 400 the city was transformed
and stretched back to its original dimensions (Fig. 3).* A
question arises whether its transformations were analo-
gous to those experienced by other Greek cities at that
time. It should be noted that Sodini and Petridis have
studied and listed the transformations sustained by other
Greek cities from the 3rd—4th to the 6th century.’

The major transformation sustained by Athens was
the construction of an inner reduced wall, the so-called

4 Chioti, op.cit. (n. 2), 461-462.

>Sodini studies the cities within the Provinces of Macedonia and
Epirus. J.-P. Sodini, “The Transformation of Cities in Late Antig-
uity within the Provinces of Macedonia and Epirus”, The Transi-
tion to Late Antiquity on the Danube and Beyond, Proceedings of
the British Academy, ed. A. Poulter, Oxford 2007, 311-336. Petridis
studies cities within the modern Greek state. P. Petridis, “Late Ro-
man/Early Byzantine Archaeology in Greece: a ‘gateway’ to the
Period of Transformations”, J. Bintliff (ed.), Recent Developments
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Fig. 2. Athens in the late 4th century. The post-Herulian wall, the Acropolis and the Athenian Agora.
Buildings standing in ruins in the Agora are marked by diagonal lines.

post-Herulian wall (Fig. 2) that enclosed the Acropolis
Hill In the north, it ran along the east side of the Pana-
thenaic Way, from the Acropolis to the Stoa of Attalos,
then it turned to the east enclosing the area of the Library
of Hadrian, the Roman Agora and the so-called “Panthe-
on” on Adrianou street and then turning to the south it
reached the North Slope of the Acropolis; in the south,
it enclosed the western part of the South Slope of the
Acropolis. The wall fortified only the central part of the
city, leaving the ancient public places, the Eso Keram-
eikos and the greater part of the Athenian Agora, as well
as the residential districts unprotected. Walls of ancient

in the Long-term Archaeology of Greece, Pharos Journal of the Ne-
therlands Institute at Athens XX.1(2014), 269-290. Also: P. Petri-
dis, “ITapatnENoels 0TS TOAELS %O TIG 0LOTIRES Owrieg TS “YoTe-
ong Apyotdttag 0tov eAadurd yheo”, DChAE 29 (2008), 247-
257.
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buildings standing along the course of the post-Herulian
wall were incorporated into it, for example the Odeion
of Herodes and the Stoa of Eumenes on the South Slope.
Furthermore, building material was extracted from an-
cient public buildings and reused into the wall.

The wall’s construction has not been unanimously
dated; it has been dated either before the Herulian inva-
sion in the mid-3rd century or after the invasion, during
the reign of Probus (276-282) or to the late 5th century
or even to the 6th century in the times of Justinian I
(527-565). Based on the archaeological evidence now
available, termini are provided and it is concluded that
the wall’s construction cannot be earlier than the middle
of the 3rd century nor later than the second half of the
4th century.® It should be noted that such reduced walls

¢ Chioti, op.cit. (note 2), 180-202, 362-366. Baldini and Bazzechi
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Fig. 3. Post-Herulian Athens. Triangles indicate the industrial activity and dots indicate the building activity
in Athens, dated from the late 3rd to the late 4th century and in late Roman times.

were constructed in other Greek cities too, at Dion,
Nikopolis and Iolkos.’

are sceptical about dating the post-Herulian wall to the 3rd century
noting that this would make Athens the first city to construct a
reduced wall. I. Baldini — El. Bazzechi, “About the Meaning of For-
tifications in Late Antique Cities: The case of Athens in context”,
R. Frederiksen —S. Miith — P. I. Schneider — M. Schnelle (eds), Focus
on Fortifications. New Research on Fortifications in the Ancient
Mediterranean and the Near East, (Monographs of the Danish In-
stitute at Athens 18), Oxford and Philadelphia 2016, 708. It should
be noted though that a date to the late 4th century, as suggested
for the wall at Dion (n. 7), would reduce the time span between
the two cities to a century or less. On the post-Herulian wall: E.
Sironen, “Life and Administration of Late Roman Attica in the
Light of Public Inscriptions”, P. Castrén (ed.), Post-Herulian Ath-
ens. Aspects of Life and Culture in Athens. A.D. 267-529, Helsin-
ki 1994, 19-22, nos 2-5. Ch. Bouras, Bviavtivi AOqva, 100¢-120g
at., Athens 2010, 30-33, 41-44. A. M. Theocharaki, “The Ancient
Circuit Wall of Athens. Its Changing Course and the Phases of Con-
struction”, Hesperia 80 (2011), 84, 133-134. A.M. Theocharaki, Ta
apyaia teiyxn twv AOnvav, Athens 2015, 62-64, 147-152, 239-242.
7The walls at Dion have been dated either in the last quarter of the
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After 267, the outer Athenian wall, the so-called “Va-
lerian” wall, was still standing (Fig. 1). The latter had
been constructed in the mid-3rd century expanding the
ancient fortification to the east, enclosing the area of the
present-day Greek Parliament and the National Garden.
Its construction, first connected to the Emperor Valerian
(253-260), has recently been dated to the reign of Emperor
Gallienus (260-268).1t is possible that the so-called “Vale-
rian” wall was repaired in the late 4th century. Another

4th century or in the late 7th century. The walls at Nikopolis are
now dated towards the end of the 5th century, not during the reign
of Justinian. Sodini, op.cit. (n. 5), 319-320. Baldini — Bazzechi,
op.cit. (n. 6), 700-702 note 29. Karagiorgou dates the walls at
Iolkos to the late 5th century, after 482. O. Karagiorgou, “Deme-
trias and Thebes: the fortunes and misfortunes of two Thessalian
port cities in late Antiquity”, L. Lavan (ed.), Recent Research in
Late-antique Urbanism (JRA Suppl. 42), Portsmouth 2001, 208-
209, 215. The reduction of the fortified part of the city occurred
also in cities in the west part of the Roman Empire. J. Crow, “For-
tifications and urbanism in late antiquity: Thessaloniki and the
other eastern cities”, Lavan (ed.), op.cit., 90.

AXAEMA” (2020), 57-68
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Late Roman wall fortified the West Slope of the Acropolis
Hill; it is thought to be coeval with the post-Herulian wall,
though it has been connected to the “Valerian” wall too.?

As in other Greek cities,’ in post-Herulian Athens
ruined ancient public buildings were abandoned and
dismantled. In the Athenian Agora, building materi-
al from the Odeion of Agrippa, the Middle Stoa, the
Southeast temple and the Southwest temple was incor-
porated into the post-Herulian wall (Fig. 2).These build-
ings were never reconstructed and a mass of debris was
accumulated on the Agora square. Judging only from
the state of preservation of ruined buildings at the time
of their discovery, it is not clear to what extent they
were damaged during the invasion and to what extent
they suffered from the dismantlement that followed in
the hands of the Athenian builders. In the Eso Keram-
eikos the 2nd-century building that succeeded the Pom-
peion was also abandoned. On the Soulth Slope of the
Acropolis, walls of the Stoa of Eumenes and the Odeion
of Herodes were incorporated into the post-Herulian
wall, while the Theater of Dionysus shows no signs of
reuse until the 5th century (Fig. 2)."

It is interesting that the abandonment of the build-
ings and dismantlement occurred only after the Herulian
invasion and the destruction it brought to the city; it
was not the outcome of a long process, as for example
the Christianization or displacement of the population.
Nor is there any evidence that the abandoned buildings
had already fallen into disuse before the invasion.!!

Furthermore, ancient public places were occupied by

8 T. Tanoulas, Ta mwoomxUAaia NG aONVaixis axpOmToANS *aTd
10V Meoaimva, Athens 1997, 265-266. Sironen, op.cit. (n. 6), 32-
33, no 16. Bouras, op.cit. (n. 6), 29-30, 44-45. Theocharaki, “The
Ancient Circuit Wall”, op.cit. (n. 6), 84, 131-135, 151. Theochara-
ki, Ta apyaia teiyn, op.cit. (n. 6), 60-62, 64-67, 232-239. Chioti,
op.cit. (n. 2), 27-30, 202-207.

? Petridis, op.cit. (n. 5), 286. The theater at Demetrias was aban-
doned in the mid-4th century. Its building material was incorpo-
rated into a Basilica and the walls at Tolkos. Karagiorgou notes
though that the dismantlement of buildings occurred already in
the 2nd century. Karagiorgou, op.cit. (n. 7), 199-201, 206, 211.
0H. A. Thompson, “The Excavation of the Athenian Agora:
1940-1946”, Hesperia 16 (1947), 200-202. Thompson, op.cit. (n.
1), 62. Chioti, op.cit. (n. 2), 195-199, 201, 219-220, 224-225, 227-
240, 260. On the Eso Kerameikos: n. 12.

' Chioti, op.cit. (n. 2), 475.
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workshops and houses. Immediately after the Herulian in-
vasion in the late 3rd and during the 4th century, an indus-
trial zone developed to the west of the Acropolis Hill in-
cluding ancient public places, i.e. the Athenian Agora and
the Eso Kerameikos (Fig. 3)."> Likewise, pottery workshops
were installed in the Agora of Thessaloniki and in the Ag-
ora of Thessalian Thebes (Nea Anchialos).'* Moreover, the
archaeological evidence from the Athenian Agora indi-
cates that from the mid-4th century on, houses occupied a
part of its west side: the Stoa of Zeus Eleutherios and the
area extending to the south of it. The Metrdon was remod-
elled to accommodate a tavern or a cheap eating place.'*

The installation of private and industrial activity
within the ancient public places inevitably brought the
change of their status; this transformation cannot be
seen as irrelevant to the preceding destruction connect-
ed to the Herulian invasion, nor to the fact that no care
was taken for the restoration of old or the erection of
new public buildings.

The post-Herulian building activity in Athens indi-
cates that the city’s core was transferred from the west
to the east; restoration works were intensive in a previ-
ously inhabited spot of the town in the east, not in a new,
unused spot as Petridis®® remarks in the case of other

21n the Athenian Agora, a bronze-working establishment was in-
stalled within the Stoa of Zeus Eleutherios, in the Early Roman Stoa
annex in the west. It seems that the workers’ goal was not to cast
statues, but to melt and turn any scrap of bronze into utilitarian
objects. H. A. Thompson, “Buildings on the West Side of the Agora”,
Hesperia 6 (1937), 77, 115. In the Eso Kerameikos workshops were
installed in the area of the Pompeion and the 2nd century build-
ing that succeeded it, as well as to the south of the Sacred Way. W.
Hopfner, Das Pompeion und seine Nachfolgerbauten (Kerameikos,
Ergebnisse der Ausgrabungen, Band X), Berlin 1976, 173-175, 188-
189. U. Knigge, O Kepaueinos s Abivag. Iotopia - Mvynueia
- Avaoxagés, Athens 1990, 45, 94. J. Stroszeck, Der Kerameikos
in Athen. Geschichte, Bauten und Denkmdler im archdologischen
Park, Athens 2014, 119, 122, 130. Chioti, op.cit. (n. 2), 260, 263-264.
3The Agora of Thessaloniki was in use in the 4th century. Pottery
workshops were installed in the Agora from the 5th century on. A
pottery workshop was operating in the Agora of Thebes at least
from the 3rd century. P. Adam-Veleni, Apyaia ayooa Ocooalovi-
#ng, Thessaloniki 1997, 26. Karagiorgou, op.cit. (n. 7), 196.

4 Thompson, op.cit. (n. 12), 77, 171, 197-198, 200. Chioti, op.cit.
(n. 2), 231-232.

15 Petridis, op.cit. (n. 5), 286. In the case of Demetrias, Iolkos was
inhabited and possibly the administrative center too was trans-
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Greek cities. Soon after the invasion, in the late 3rd and
the early 4th century, building complexes standing in
the east, both within and beyond the “Valerian” wall,
in the area of the Greek Parliament and the National
Garden, were restored and extended. The Roman build-
ing complex — possibly constructed in the 2nd century
—discovered on Vas. Olgas and Vas. Amalias avenue was
restored, a late 3rd- early 4th-century bathing complex
was added to the west; another late 3rd- early 4th-cen-
tury bathing complex was erected to the north, on pres-
ent-day Syntagma square. The 2nd-century building
complex in the northeast corner of the National Garden
was expanded and a bath was added in the early 4th cen-
tury. During the first half of the 4th century a bath was
constructed to the north of the Olympieion; a building
complex with an apse in the area of the Parliament was
in use until the mid-4th century (Fig. 3).'°

Zachariadou, one of the excavators, links the build-
ing complexes with the philosophical schools operating
in Athens at that time.!” These complexes can be con-
nected to people of high social and economic status. If
this hypothesis is correct, it could perhaps explain why
a great part of the Athenian industrial activity was
installed away from the complexes, in the western and
northern part of the city.

The habitation of the area goes back to the 2nd and
3rd century. The area of the National Garden was inhab-
ited under the Emperor Hadrian, replacing an earlier
cemetery, when Athens was expanded to the east. Later,
the area was enclosed by the “Valerian” wall (Fig. 1);
its course indicates which buildings were chosen to be
protected or not, while the buildings to the south of the

ferred there. Karagiorgou, op.cit. (n. 7), 207.

10 St. Koumanoudis, ITAE 1889, 16. E. Spathari — M. Chatzioti,
AD 38 (1983), B1, 25. O. Zachariadou, AD 49 (1994), B1, 30-31.
O. Zachariadou, AD 50 (1995), B1 Chronika, 34-35. O. Zachari-
adou — G. Kavvadias, AD 53 (1998), B1, 54-58. A. D’Amico, “Le
terme dell’ Olympieion di Atene”, ASAtene 84 (2006), 659-715.
Chioti, op.cit. (n. 2), 271-278, 321-324.

70. Zachariadou, “H avatolwxy meproyy g ABfvag xatd ™
owuaixy mepiodo”, St. Vlizos (ed.), H Afijva xatd ) owuaixi
emoyn. [Todopates avaxaliyes, véeg Eoevveg (4th Supplement),
Benaki Museum, Athens 2008, 162-163. As Petridis notes, it is
difficult to distinguish a private luxurious villa from a public
building or an official’s residence operating both as private and
public. Petridis, op.cit. (n. 5), 253.

62

Olympieion were sacrificed to provide building materi-
al for the wall’s construction.'®

On the contrary, the old administrative center, the
Athenian Agora, was neglected and divided in two; its
space was diminished, as the post-Herulian wall occupied
its eastern part. As mentioned before, workers settled in
the Agora, public buildings were dismantled and left in
ruins (Figs 2, 3). In the northwest, the Stoa of Zeus Eleu-
therios and the Basileios Stoa were perhaps still in use.
It is interesting that the Athenians did not restore any
administrative buildings until almost a century after the
invasion had passed: the Tholos was reconstructed in the
mid-4th century; this is perhaps the only Agora building
that maintained its public character in the post-Herulian
years. Then, in the second half of the 4th century, the long
stoa standing at the entrance of the Agora, to the south of
the Panathenaic Way, was restored (Fig. 2)."°

Unfortunately, it cannot be said where the post-
Herulian administrative center was established. No
building, either preexisting or new, being in use in the
late 3rd or in the 4th century, has so far been safely iden-
tified as an administrative one. It seems that the Roman
Agora and the Library of Hadrian were in use after the
Herulian invasion, enclosed by the post-Herulian wall.
But, the traditional view that after 267 the adminis-
trative and commercial center was transferred to these
buildings is not confirmed by the available archaeolog-
ical data; nor is Schmalz’s suggestion that the adminis-
trative and commercial center was transferred beyond
the post-Herulian wall, in the area of the church of
Hagia Aikaterini to the east of the Acropolis Hill.?’ It

18 Chioti, op.cit. (n. 2), 60.

“H. A. Thompson, The Tholos of Athens and its Predecessors (Hes-
peria Supplements 4), Baltimore 1940, 54, 136. H. A. Thompson
—R. E. Wycherley, The Agora of Athens: The History, Shape and
Uses of an Ancient City Center (The Athenian Agora 14), Princ-
eton, New Jersey 1972, 210. T. L. Jr. Shear, “The Athenian Agora:
Excavations of 19727, Hesperia 42 (1973), 370-380. Frantz, op.cit.
(n. 1), 25-28, 54. J. M. Camp., H apyaia ayopd tng Abivas. Ou
avaoxa@és oty xapdtd s xAaoixns moAng, Athens 2004, 236.
Chioti, op.cit. (n. 2), 232, 308-309, 372-375.

20J. Travlos, Pictorial Dictionary of Ancient Athens, New York
1971, 29, 161, 244. G. C. R. Schmalz, “The Athenian Prytaneion
Discovered?”, Hesperia 75, (2006), 36, 51-55. Regarding the re-
mains discovered in the area of the Hagia Aikaterini Church: Chi-
oti, op.cit. (n. 2), 62-64.
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should be noted though that the part of the city lying
within the post-Herulian wall provides us with data
dating only in the late 4th — early 5th century.? Is it
possible that the restoration of the building complexes
in the east part of Athens soon after 267 indicates their
public character or a connection to people holding of-
fices at that time? This possibility cannot be excluded.

During the late 3rd and the 4th century the street lay-
out in Athens did change, though not dramatically. The
post-Herulian wall blocked a few preexisting streets,
but, as it incorporated walls of ancient buildings, its
west and north flanks ran along two main streets, the
Panathenaic Way and the street running between the
Roman Agora and the Library of Hadrian. This way,
the two streets served as a peripheral zone free of build-
ings. The main ancient road, the Dromos, running be-
yond the “Valerian” wall was narrowed; in the north, it
seems that the Acharnian street, leading from Athens to
Acharnes, fell out of use.?

In Late Roman Athens the total number of baths
increased, as did their dimensions (Fig. 4).>* As men-
tioned above, bathing complexes were erected in the
eastern part of the city: in the area of the Parliament,
on the intersection of Vas. Amalias and Vas. Olgas av-
enue, to the north of the Olympieion and to the east of
the National Garden. Hence, a zone with a high concen-
tration of baths developed along Vas. Amalias avenue,
possibly including the bath underneath the Russian
Church too.?* The earliest post-Herulian baths are dated
to the late 3rd and the early 4th century. Also, for the
first time baths were constructed in new spots within
the city; a late 4th-century bath was discovered in the
northwest part of the city, while more baths were re-

2 The remains of a floor discovered in the west stoa of the peri-
stylium of Hadrian’s Library are the only safely dated remains, in-
dicating that the building was in use after 267, before its repair in
the early 5th century. Based on inscriptions the Eleusinion seems
to have been in use during the 4th century, though no building
activity is attested in the sanctuary. Its use is believed to have
ended in the late 4th century. A. Spetsieri-Choremi, AD 60 (2005),
B1 Chronika, 63. Chioti, op.cit. (n. 2), 215-216, 253-260, 382-388.
21, Ficuciello, Le Strade di Atene (SATAA 4), Athens-Paestum
2008, 187, no 84, 197-199, no 94. Chioti, op.cit. (n. 2), 318, 344-
345, 458.

2 Chioti, op.cit. (n. 2), 464-465.

24 Chioti, op.cit. (n. 2), 395-408.
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vealed in the southwest — unfortunately dated vaguely
to the Late Roman times.?

Sodini and Petridis speak of the emergence of Chris-
tian buildings. Indeed, in other Greek cities Christian
buildings were erected from the 4th century on;* in
Thessaloniki, Galerius’ Rotonda, an ancient building,
was turned into a Christian church, while more church-
es replaced Roman public buildings.?’

Instead, in Athens ancient temples were still in use
after the Herulian invasion, for example the temple of
Aphrodite Ourania and the Shrine of Hekate in the
Athenian Agora.”® Based on recent finds, it is argued
that the temple of Asclepius on the South Slope of the
Acropolis was restored after 267. The Erechtheion is
believed to have been restored during the 4th century
and this seems possible for the Parthenon too.” A few

% On the bath on 29-31 Sarri street: F. Stavropoulos, AD 20
(1965), B1 Chronika, 49. Travlos, op.cit. (n. 20), 181, bath S. On
the baths on 21 and 27 R. Galli street and on Fratti street: O.
Alexandri, AD 31 (1976), B1 Chronika, 41-43. O. Alexandri, AD
27 (1972), B1 Chronika, 48-52. Th. Eliopoulos, AD 56-59 (2001-
2004), B1 Chronika, 216.

20 Sodini, op.cit. (n. 5), 326, 328. Petridis, op.cit. (n. 5), 286. Such
buildings appeared in Thessalian Thebes, both intra and extra mur-
os, during the 4th century: Basilica H has been dated to the 4th cen-
tury; the Baptistery to the southwest of Basilica C probably to the
same century; a group of rooms to the southwest of Basilica C, serv-
ing probably as the episcopal palace, probably to the late 4th century.
Extra muros, Basilica K has been dated to the early 4th century. In
Demetrias, a basilica was erected extra muros towards the end of the
4th century. Basilicas were constructed and were still in use during
the 5th-6th centuries. Karagiorgou, op.cit. (n. 7), 187-191, 193-194,
200-201, 212. Basilicas in Thessaloniki are dated to the 5th century.
M. Vitti, H moAeoSouixn e§€MEN s Ocooalrovixng. Amo tnv idov-
o1 s éws Tov I'aldéoro, Athens 1996, 65-66. N. Gkioles, ITadato-
xorotiavixt Téxyvn: Naodouia (. 200-600), Athens 1998, 106-110.
During the 4th century there were six bishoprics in Boeotia. V. Ara-
vantinos, To Apxatoloyixo Movoeio twv Onfav, Athens 2010, 350.
27Vitti, op.cit. (n. 25), 66. Gkioles, op.cit. (n. 26), 107.

2 The Shrine of Hekate went out of use during the second half of
the 4th century. H. A. Thompson, “Activities in the Athenian Ag-
ora: 1958”, Hesperia 28 (1959), 96. H. A. Thompson, “Activities
in the Athenian Agora: 19597, Hesperia 29 (1960), 333. Frantz,
op.cit. (n. 1), 8, 19. Chioti, op.cit. (n. 2), 237-239.

2 A. L. Lesk, A Diachronic Examination of the Erechtheion and
its Reception, unpublished PhD thesis, University of Cincinnati,
Cincinnati 2005, 303-305, 316, 320-322, figs 506-507, 573. V. Pa-
paefthimiou, “Recent excavations at the Asklepieion of Athens”, Il
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Fig. 4. Athens. Baths dated from the late 3rd to the late 4th century and in late Roman times.

ancient sanctuaries were abandoned in the late 3rd and
in the 4th century: the Sanctuary of Pancrates and the
Sanctuary of Artemis Aristoboule, both with small di-
mensions;* the Southwest and the Southeast temples in
the Athenian Agora apparently went out of use, as their
building material was extracted and incorporated into
the post-Herulian wall, as mentioned above.

The area beyond the “Valerian” wall was mostly re-
served to the dead, as it was before the Herulian invasion

Culto di Asclepio nell’ Area Mediterranea. Atti del Convegnio In-
ternazionale, eds E. De Miro — G. Sfameni Gasparo — V. Cali, Rome
2009, 86-87. A. Papanikolaou, H Amoxataotaon tov Epeybeiov
(1979-1987). H Amédoon tov ‘Epyov, eds F. Mallouchou-Tufano
— Ch. Bouras, Ministry of Education, Religion, Culture and Sports,
Acropolis Restoration Service, Committee for the Conservation
of the Acropolis Monuments, 2, Athens 2012, 501, plan 131-132.
Lamprinou, op.cit. (n. 3), 43-48. Chioti, op.cit. (n. 2), 207-213, 221.
1. Meliadis, “Avaoxagh tad Ty »ottnv 100 TAoov. Zvumhn-
omuatxl) “Exbeowg mepl 100 Tepot tov Ilayxpdtovs”, ITAE
1954, 45. Chioti, op.cit. (n. 2), 312, 325.
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(Fig. 5). The old cemeteries were still in use, except for
the cemetery before the Archarnian gates in the north;
the area was occupied by pottery kilns operating until
the mid-4th century. The ancient cemetery of Cynosarg-
es was the largest one in the city; it was put back into
use in the late 3rd century, after an interval of at least
a century. It lay in the area of the so-called Gymnasium
of Cynosarges, to the southeast of the city. Its location
causes no surprise, since the city’s core was transferred
to the east, as noted above.?!

In contrast to other Greek cities,? only a few buri-
als have been discovered within the walls in Athens.
It should be noted though that in most cases both the
date and the finding spots within the “Valerian” wall
are puzzling; the burials have been found either where

31 Chioti, op.cit. (n. 2), 314-345, 417-421.

32 Petridis, op.cit. (n. 5), 286. Burials within the city walls have
been discovered in Thessalian Thebes and in Demetrias. Karagi-
orgou, op.cit. (n. 7), 194-196, 201.
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Fig. 5. Post-Herulian Athens (from 267 to the end of the 4th century). Dots indicate the findspots of burials dated from

the late 3rd to the late 4th century and in late Roman times.

later cemeteries developed or within the city’s periph-
ery, close to the walls. A single child’s grave, dating to
the middle / second half of the 4th century, has been
unearthed on the North Slope of the Areios Pagos; it
should be reminded though that the grave was in close
proximity to the metal workers of the Athenian Ago-
ra; the area was not inhabited until the last quarter of
the 4th century, when luxurious villas were erected. So,
based on the archaeological data, no organized ceme-
tery seems to have been developed within the “Valerian”
wall during the late 3rd and the 4th century.®

It is concluded that it was only after the Herulian
invasion that the transformations of the urban fabric
were activated in Athens. After 267 the city focused
on its defense; both the funds and the building material

30n the child’s grave: T. L. Shear, “The Campaign of 1937”7, Hespe-
ria 7 (1938), 353-355. Thompson, op.cit. (n. 1), 71. Chioti, op.cit.
(n. 2), 252, 380-381, 443-446.
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available at that time was invested in the construction
of the post-Herulian wall. The central part of the city
was isolated and turned into a fortress. This function
was maintained in the next centuries; part of the wall
was incorporated in the 13th century Rizokastro and in
the Ottoman Serpentze fortification walls.*

Judging from the architectural remains, the city’s
Christianization was gradual. The martyrium of Leonides
is the only safely identified Christian structure construct-
ed in Athens from 267 till the end of 4th century and the
earliest Christian structure in the city. Some 4th-century re-
mains have been unearthed on 11-13 Aghiou Markou street
and interpreted as a martyrium, but this identification has
been questioned.”® The city’s Christianization is clearly

3 Bouras, op.cit. (n. 6), 31-33.

3 G. A. Sotiriou, “ITahatdr yorotiavirdy pacihxy Thiocod”, AE
1919, 8-14. G.A. Sotiriou, EVQeTHoL0 UeoALOVIXDY uvnueimv tig
‘EArados. Meoatwvixa uvnueia Attixic, 1, Athens 1927, 53, 55.
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reflected in the construction of Basilicas from the 5th cen-
tury on.* It should not escape our attention that these were
built both intra and extra muros, unlike the martyrium of
Leonides which stood beyond the “Valerian” wall, away from
the residential districts, having no effect on the urban plan-
ning. On the contrary, from the late 3rd to the late 4th cen-
tury the Athenians invested in the restoration of the most
important pagan temples, those on the Acropolis and on
its South Slope. Other pagan sanctuaries were kept in use,
while those abandoned were not occupied by the Christians.

No works for the reconstruction of ancient admin-
istrative buildings were conducted —except for the res-
toration of the Tholos. Besides, the reuse of their own
building material in the post-Herulian wall made their
reconstruction difficult. It is interesting that no building
programme was implemented within the post-Herulian
wall; the plans of the Roman Agora and of the Library
of Hadrian seem not to have been altered. The old public
places, the Eso Kerameikos and the square of the Athenian
Agora, were neglected, left to the hands of the workers.

This way, room was made for the builders of the ear-
ly 5th century. New buildings were erected in the Athe-
nian Agora: the Palace of the Giants occupied the great-
est part of its square, while the Round and the Square
buildings were constructed to the north. A building
programme was eventually implemented within the in-
ner wall: the Library of Pantainos, partly incorporated
into the post-Herulian wall and partly left in ruins, was
replaced by a building with an apse; Hadrian’s Library
was restored by the Prefect of Illyricum, Herculius;
later, during the second quarter of the Sth century the
Tetraconch was erected in the middle of the Library’s
courtyard, a quatrefoil building of uncertain function,
probably a church, the earliest church within the inner
wall. Together with the Palace of the Giants, both these
imposing buildings with large dimensions, probably
planned by the same architect, have been connected to

O. Alexandri, AD 27 (1972), B1 Chronika, 86. P. Asimakopou-
lou-Atzaka, XUvtayua Twv maioioyolotiavixdv YneLdmtoyv
damédwv tng EAAadog, 2, Thessaloniki 1987, 117-118, n. 118.
Gkioles, op.cit. (n. 26), 104. N. G. Laskaris, Monuments funéraires pa-
léochrétiens (et byzantins) de Gréce, Athens 2000, 422-423. N. Gk-
ioles, H AO1va 0T0Us TOMTOVS X0L0TLaAVIX0US atdves. TToAeodo-
wuxn] eE€AEn, Athens 2005, 47. Chioti, op.cit. (n. 2), 286, 329, 410.
% On the Basilicas: Gkioles, op.cit. (n. 35), 45-50, 53-59.
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the Empress Eudocia and her intention to support the
city’s Christianization.?’

In the Eso Kerameikos, a pair of Late Roman stoas
occupied the place of the Pompeion. Their date is uncer-
tain; based on the archaeological data, it cannot be ex-
cluded that the stoas were erected in the late 4th — early
5th century. They have been identified by a few scholars
as an imperial work, but their function was rather hum-
ble: they housed potters.* In the east, the building com-
plexes and baths in the area of the Parliament and the
National Garden were reconstructed.® In the residential
district to the south of the Acropolis, a large building,
including a bath, occupied the place of smaller earli-
er houses; it was erected in the mid-5th and expanded
during the first half of the 6th century.*’

It is concluded that the years after the Herulian in-
vasion can be considered as the start of a transition-
al period for Athens; a slow process of transformation
started at that time and went on into the 4th and 5th
centuries. Eventually, pagan Athens was transformed
into a Christian city.

7 Sironen, op.cit. (n. 6), 50-54, no 31-33. J. Burman, “The Athe-
nian Empress Eudocia”, P. Castrén (ed.), op.cit. (n. 6), 81-83. A.
Karivieri, “The So-Called Library of Hadrian and the Tetraconch
Church in Athens”, Castrén (ed.), op.cit. (n. 6), 105-113. Gkioles,
op.cit. (n. 35), 38-45. Bouras, op.cit. (n. 6), 256.

¥ Knigge, op.cit. (n. 12), 85-86. A. Riigler, “Die Datierung der
‘Hallenstrasse’ und des ‘Festtores’ im Kerameikos und Alarichs
Besetzung Athens”, AM 105 (1990), 279-287. Stroszeck, op.cit. (n.
12), 93. Chioti, op.cit. (n. 2), 260-263, 388-390.

% The building complex standing in the northeast corner of the
Garden was repaired and a Sth-century villa was erected to the
west. The bathing complex on Syntagma square was reconstruct-
ed; so did the bath and the building complex on the intersection of
Vas. Amalias and Vas. Olgas avenues. Mosaics were placed in the
bath standing to the north of the Olympieion. M. Spiro, Critical
Corpus of the Mosaic Pavements on the Greek Mainland, Fourth
/ Sixth centuries, with Architectural Surveys, New York — Lon-
don 1978, 36-58. Asimakopoulou-Atzaka, op.cit. (n. 35), 124-125,
no 64, 129-133, no 69. Spathari — Chatzioti, op.cit. (n. 16), 25.
Zachariadou, AD 49, op.cit. (n. 16), 31-34. Zachariadou, AD 50,
op.cit. (n. 16), 34. D’Amico, op.cit. (n. 16), 711. Chioti, op.cit. (n.
2), 275-276, 337-338.

408t. Eleutheratou, Movoeio Axpdmoins. H avaoxagn, Athens
2019, 93-111.

Illustration credits
Figs 1-5: Maps designed by L. Chioti.
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Aopmorvi) Xvdtn

OI METAAAAEEIXZ THX AGHNAX ATIO THN EIIIAPOMH
TQN EPOYAQN TO 267 m.X. EQXZ TA TEAH TOY 40y AIQNA

K otd v emdpour Twv Egovhwv otnv ABfva (267
n.X.) éva ueydro népog e méing exhiyn, ®voing avtd
ota BoeodvTind ot ta véTia e Axpdmoing (Ew. 1).
ANUooLo. ©THOLEL RATECTQOUUEVA RATA TOV XQOVO TNg
emdpoung €xovv €p0el oto Pwg oty Apyoio Ayood,
ONA. 070 TOAULO SLOXNTIXG REVTIQO TNE TOANG, KOl OTOV
"Eow Kepauewrd. H rataotooph tov Egeybelov mtdvm
otov AS@o g AxQSmoAng €xer ouvoebel ue v emLdQo-
un twv Egovlmv. [TiBavdg tdte va emhMjynoay eniong o
IMapBevidvag, N Popaixn Ayoed ot v BipiioB1qxn tov
Adpravov. H nataotpogn ®tmoimv otn voto ®ALtd
™™g AnpdmoAng €xel emiong amodobel oty emdooun 1
ovvdeon avty €xel evioyvbel tic Tehevtaiec denaetieg
amd 10 avEavouevo TAR00C OTOWUATOV KOATACTOOPHS
OV €YOVV UVOLORAPEL OTN QWUOLTRY OLXLOTIXY TEQLOYN
ota Vot TS ArQOTOANG. ZTODUATO XOTAOTQOMC
€yovv emtong Poebel mAnotov g Apyaiog Ayopds, evd
Mydtepa oToMUATA €XOVV ATOXOAVEPOEl 0TO OVOTOAL-
%0 WU ™S TOANG AvTBETwS, avémagn gaivetol 4Tl
EUELVE 1) OLKLOTIXY TTEQLOYT| OTO POQEL KAl OTA dUTIHG,
eVTOg ToV eEMTEQLROU TTEQIPSAOV TNG TOANG.

Méoa ota ¥edVio Tov axoAovBNoay TNV emdooun
twv EgoUhwv, 1 oA uetapnoopddnxre. H neyalvteon
UETOAUSQPMWON NTAV 1 XU TUOREVY EVOC ECWTEQIXOV TTE-
OPOAOV, LELOUEVTIC TEQLUETOOV, TOV VOTEQOQQMUAIROU
teiyove (Ewr. 2). To teiyoc mepiéfalre uévo v meQl-
oyN YU amd ™V A%QOTOAY, CLPRVOVTOS AVOYUEMTO
TO TOAQLS OLOXNTIRG REVTOO XL TLS OLXLOTIXES TTEQLO-
€. Me Baom ta apyctohoyird dedouéva, N RUTUOREVY
Tov Telyovg dev umoel va elval mpoyevéoteon TV ué-
oWV TV 30V aLdVa, 0UTE UETAYEVEOTEQT TOV B~ uLooy
Tov 4ov adva Metd to 267 o eEwtepndg mepifolog
TV U€owv Tov 30V adva, To Aeyouevo «Balepidvero»
telyog, (0TaTo axdun Eva VOTEQOQOWUAIXO TElYOS Oy ¥-
QWVE TOV AGQO TS AXQEOTOANS artd T SUTLRAL.

Apyaio Onuooo ®TNEL EYRATAAEIPONHOY RO OLTTO-
Soundnrav. Xty wepintwon e Apyaiac Ayopdc (Ew.
2) oL To{Y0L %Al TO OLKOOOULLS VARG RTNEIWY EVOWUL-
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TWONRAY 0TO VOTEQROEEWUAIXS Telyoc. Eival evdiagé-
0V GTL 1 eYRATAAEWYPN ROl I ATOOSUNON TWV RTNEIWYV
Ehafe ywoa uévo oe ovvEyela g emtdoounc Twv Epov-
Aov- dev vtiEEe 1o amotéheona pag YRS dLodraoiog,

Eopyoaotiola nat owrieg vatélafayv apyotovs dnuo-
olovg yweovs. Katd tov votepo 30 xatl tov 40 aldva
uetalhovpyol natl ayyelomhdotes eyrataoTadnxoy
otoV X000 TS Apyaiog Ayopdc xat tov ‘Eow Kepa-
uenot (Ew. 3). And ta uéoa tov 4ov atdva owriss xa-
TOOREVAOTNHAY 0T dUTKY TAEVQEA TS AYopdc.

H uebBepovieior owwodouwxsy dpaotnoidtnra otnv
ABnfva delyvel 6Tl To #EVTEO PAEOVS TNG TOANG UETA-
@éoOnre and Ta dvtnd meoc ta avatohrd (Ew. 3).
Owodoutnd oVYXQOTHUATA OTO. VO TOAKRE TNS TOANG,
1600 €VTOS 600 %L eXTOC TOV «Bakegiaveliov» tetyovg,
otV TEQLOYN TS oNueQLYHS Boviig tov EAAR VeV xat
tov EBvirov Knmov, amoxoataotddnxay xnot exertd-
Onrav. Avtibeta, 10 maAold donTivd %EVTIEO, M
Apyaia Ayopd, moQaueAnOnre ®oL 0 YWHEOS TS UEL-
WONxre, v0BMOS TO VOTEQOEEWUA XS TE(YOS RUTELAPE TO
OVOTOALXS TUqUA TG 2t foetoduTind gaivetal oTL
mopéuelve og yonomn 1 Ztod tov Aldg EhevBepiov xat
1 Baothewog Ztod. Zta uéoa tov 4ov awdva avaxo-
TOOREVAOTN®E 1] OGAOC YO TEQ, ALTOXATAOTAONKE 1)
nwaxod 0tod oty eloodo e Ayopdc (Ewx. 2).

Avotuyde, dev umopet dume va yiver Aoyog eldrd-
TEQQ YO TO dLotnNTIrd %EVTEO TNE TOANe. Kavéva wti-
oo, TEOUTAEYOV 1 V€O, TO omolo NTAV OF XONOM TOV
voteQo 30 1 ToVv 40 aldva, dev €xeL eguNVEVTEL U ALOQa-
Aewa wg drowxnTrd. H maAd dmoyn St to drountind
%O OLKOVOULRO REVTQO TNG TOANG UETAPEQONHE UETA TO
267 otov yweo g Pouairnhc Ayopdgs rat tg Bifiio-
0xng Tov Adpavoy, dev emiPefatdvetol amd Ta da-
oo apyatoroyrd dedouéva ovte emiPefatdvetal 1
Ao OTL TO SLOLXNTIXG KOL OLXOVOULXO REVIQO UETOL-
PEQONKE EXTAS TOV VOTEQOQQWUAIROU TE(YOVS OTNV TTE-
ooy TOV vaov ™S Ayiog AaTteQivng 0To avaTtoARA,
™e AxpdmoAne. H amoratdotaon twv owodoutndy
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OUYRQOTNUAT®YV OTO AVATOMAKO TUNUO TS TOANG, UG-
Mg ueowd yoovia uetd amxd v emdooun twv Epov-
Awv, B0 LTOEOVOE VO VITOOELXVUEL TOV ONUOLVTIRO QOAO
TV evoirwy tovg otn dnudoia Lwn g ABnvac.

To 0dwd dintvo g WOANG mapovoiooe aAlayEg,
Oyt dumg doapotirnés. Emxiong, xotd tovg vOTEQOQQM-
Uairovg xe0vous avEROnre To TANB0C TwV AoVTOWDYV,
OmmS ®aLL 0L OLLOTAOELS TOVS. AOUTQA AVEYEQOMRAY YLaL
TodTn Popd ot véeg Béoeic uéoa oty oy (Ew. 4).

e avtifeon e 6, ouvEPM o GAAeg TOAELS, otV AOY-
Vo WOVO nepwmd apyaic 1epd eyrataleipbnuoy ratd
Tov Vo1eQ0 30 %o tov 4o awdva Agyaiot vaol eEaxo-
AovBnoav va elval og xofon uetd to 267 1o Epéybelo
Bemopeital 0Tl amoraTaoTdON®E RATd TOV 40 CLdva,
TEAYUa oV gaivetal Thavo xot yio tov [TapBevava.

Exnt6¢ tov «Bakepraveiov» teiyovg »voilayn mooé-
UELWVE M Ta@Ww XONoN, omtwe rat moAowdtepa. Ta ap-
yoilo verpotageio mapéuevay oe yonom, ue eSaipeon
exelvo tv Ayxaovirdv muldv. To vexpotogeio Tou
Kvvoodoyoug Aettovpynoe ex vEOU ®al ATOTELECE TO
UeYaAMITEQO VEXQOTOQEIO NS TOANC To noTioLo Tou
AemVidn rataoxrevaotnre exToc 10V «Bodegiaveiov»
telyovg ®ot VqEEe N TEWTN PEPALMUEVO KOLOTLOVIRY
ROTAOREVY OTNV TOAY, YWEIS SUWS VO ETNEEACEL TOV
oyedLaond avTNg 1o Td ToV 40 aLdva. Atyeg Tapég €xouv
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amoxalveOel notL evtog tov «Baleglaveiov» Telyovg,
OUWS TOL OYETIXA 0LEYALOAOYLRE dedouéva elvat TEOPAN-
naTird. Q¢ ex ToUTOV, OEV UTOQEEL VoL YIVEL AGYOS IOl AEL-
TOVQYI{O 0QYAUVOUEVOV VERQOTAMPELOV EVTOC TOU «Bake-
olaveiov» teiyxovg natd tov Yotepo 30 1 Tov 40 aLwva.

Svumepaivetal 0Tl uetd amd v emdooun Twv
Epovlwv doyioe yio tnv ABNva wo petafatiry mepi-
000¢" 1) LETAUGQEPWOT TOV LOTOV TNG TOANE Eenivnoe wg
o e yf Otadiraoio ®oL CUVEXIOT®E WETO OTOV 40 KoL
TOV 50 auvo. MOvo og ouvEXELD THG ETLOQOUNS TO XE-
VIOURG TUNUO THS TTOANE LETATOATNKE OE OYVEOG” AVTOV
TOV XOQOXTHOO OLATHONOE UE KATOLES TOOTOTONOELS
2ratd ToVg PuTavTvoug G Voug ®at xatd TNV TEQLodo
™¢ Tovpxrorpatiog Bdoel Twv aQyLTeEXTOVIRDY ROTA-
AO(T®YV 0 EXYOLOTLAVIOUOS TG TOANS NTAY OTAdLANAS 1)
oAAaY) UTH OVTOVORAGTOL UE OOPTVELD OTNY OLXOOO-
unon Baohindv amd tov 50 ardva xat eEfc. Agv vino-
Ee mEOYQOUUATIOUSS VIO THY ATTOXATAOTOON TOV 0LQ-
Yo {imv dLonTR®Y ®TNEIWY EVTOC TOV VOTEQOQQWUALT-
%0V 1 Tov «BaAegiaveiov» teiyovg Emg ta 1€ ToUv 40U
awva — ue eEaipeon ™ Odho. Etol, viqege ydoog yua
™V €VTOVT 01%0d0ULXT QAOTNOLGTNTA TOV S0V ALLDVAL.

AQxaLoAoyog, Ao ®Aaoixis apyatoroyiog
chioti_lambrini@hotmail.com
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