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Liudmila Khrushkova

GLAZED BOWLS FROM SUKHUM (SEBASTOPOLIS)
IN ABKHAZIA

H Zefaotovmodin tne Aumyaliog (onueowvd Sukhum)
EVaL uLa oo TG 0OYALOTEQES KL UEYAAUTEQES TOAELS
ot avatolMxd mapdiia ts Mavons Odiacoas. H
OVALOYN EQUALWUEVNS xEQQULXNG QO TN ZefaoTov-
moAn weptdaufaver 173 xouudtio amo eouOomTO Kot
TEVTE amo Aevro mnAO. H epudimwon eival xvoims xi-
TOLVI] 1] XAOTAVOXITOLVY, EVWD OUVNOLOUEVO Staxooun-
TI*0 Ogua amoTEAOUY OL OUOXEVTQOL XUXAOL OTO XE-
v100. 2tV mapovoa uedétn eetalovral fdoeic amo
HOUTES OV ypoovoloyouvtal otov 130 atdva.

A€Eelg whetdrd

Yotepofvlavtivy mepiodog, epualwuévny xeoauixi, Aevrog
TAGG, e0vbpO¢ TNACS, xovUmes, Aumyalia, ZefacTovmorn.

M odern Sukhum in Abkhazia is one of the most ancient
towns on the eastern coast of the Black Sea. In the classical
period it was called Dioscuria, in the Roman epoch, Sebas-
topolis, Georgian medieval sources call it Tskhumi. Byzan-
tine sources used the old name Sebastopolis. In the period
from the 7th to the 13th century Sebastopolis as the center
of the Archbishopric of Abazgia was mentioned in the 1st,
2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 7th, 8th, 11th and 12th Notitiae of the
Patriarchate of Constantinople'. In the 13th-14th centu-
ries, Sebastopolis was included in the system of maritime
trade controlled by the Genoese. On Italian nautical charts
of this era it is found under various names: Sebastopoli,
Sebastopol, Sebast, San-Sebastian, Savastopoli, sometimes
Skanoskopoli, as well as Malfitano and Porto Mengrello.

* Lomonosov Moscow State University, Khrushkoval@list.ru
** Translation from the Russian by Alexander Romensky.

). Darrouzes (ed.), Notitiae Episcopatuum Ecclesiae Constanti-
nopolitanae (La géographie ecclésiastique de 'Empire byzantin 16),
Paris 1981, 207, 218, 233, 251, 266, 274, 294, 346.

AXAE MB’ (2021), 339-362

Sebastopolis in Abkhazia (modern Sukhum) is one
of the most ancient and largest towns on the eastern
coast of the Black Sea. The collection of glazed pot-
tery from Sebastopolis comprises 178 items. Most of
the finds are so-called red wares, with only five frag-
ments of white ware. The glaze is mostly yellow or
a yellowish-brown, a wide-spread decor is concentric
circles in the center. The study focuses on bowl bases
dating from the 13th century.

Keywords

Late Byzantine period; glazed pottery; white wares; red
wares; bowls; bowl bases; Abkhazia; Sebastopolis.

After the fall of Constantinople, the town was called Suk-
hum-kale. In the 19th-20th centuries it was named Sukhum,
Sukhumi, Sokhumi, and from the end of the 20th century
to the present day it regained its name Sukhum again®
Glazed ceramics in the Eastern Black Sea region come
from important historic centres of the Middle Ages. First
of all, there is Sebastopolis. Further to the northwest fol-
lows Anacopia, the largest Abazgi fortress (modern New
Athos). The village of Lykhny, located near the town of
Gudauta, was the residence of the Abkhaz rulers from the
9th century and until the middle of the 19th century. It is
five kilometers from the coast towards the mountains. An-
other centre of maritime trade in Abkhazia was Bambora
or Aylaga-Abyku, near Lykhny. Timber was successfully

2 L. Khroushkova, Les monuments chrétiens de la cote orientale de
la mer Noire. Abkhazie, IVe-XIVe siécles, Turnhout 2006, 18-27,
90-91. Ead., Vostochnoe Prichernomorie v vizantijskuiu epokhu
(=The East Coast of the Black Sea in the Byzantine era), Moscow —
Kaliningrad 2018, 59-62.
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Fig. 1. Sebastopolis. Architectural complex, a view
to the south.

traded here; it is referred to on the maps as Boxwood
Harbor (Cavo di Buxo). As late as 1833, Frédéric Dubois
de Monpéreux saw here a Genoese ship arriving for the
cheap and high-quality boxwood for which these places
have been famous since Antiquity?.

This paper is a preliminary publication of glazed
pottery found during our excavations in Sebastopolis®.
Further research will entail chemical analyses of the
fragments, investigation of the technical features of ce-
ramics, as well as a comparative study of the finds from
Sebastopolis and similar ceramics from various places
in the Black Sea region.

The collection of glazed pottery from Sebastopolis
(“Sukhum Fortress”) comprises 178 items®. Most of the

3 F. Dubois de Monpéreux, Voyage autour du Caucase chez les
Tcherkesses et les Abkhazes en Colchide, en Géorgie, en Arménie
et en Crimée, Neuchatel 1839, 271.

* Khroushkova, Les monuments chrétiens, op.cit (n. 2), 57-70.

3 Khrushkova, Bocmounoe Ipuuepromopbe 6 6UsaHmuiicKyio 3noxy, op.
cit. (n. 2), 250-311; Ead., “Srednevekovaia polivnaia posuda iz Sebasto-
polisa: chashi s ornamentom v vide volny” (=“Medieval glazed dishes
from Sevastopolis: bowls with wave ornaments”), Vizantia v kontekste
mirovoi kultury. Mezhdunarodnaia konferentzia, posviashchennaia
pamiati A. V. Bank, 1906-1984 (=V. N. Zalesskaya (ed.), Byzantium
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finds are so-called red-clay pottery, and only six frag-
ments of white-clay pottery. Out of 172 fragments of
red-clay pottery in our collection, 65 are bases of bowls
(ca. 37,8%). The study focuses on bowl bases. Fragments
of glazed ceramics in Sebastopolis were first discov-
ered by V. L. Sizov in 1886, who made an “archaeological
expedition” on behalf of the Moscow Archaeological
Society®. In 1954, the excavations of Mikhail M. Trapsh
discovered glazed ceramics in the so-called Bagrat Cas-
tle, the medieval fortress of Sebastopolis. In 1957-1958
Lev N. Soloviev and M. M. Trapsh found similar ceramics
in Anacopia’. In 1977, a large collection of fragments of
glazed bowls of the 11th-14th centuries was accidentally
discovered during the construction works in the coastal
zone of Sukhum® We found similar ceramics during the
excavation of the Tsandripsh basilica near Gagra in 1980,
in the palace in Lykhny in 1981-1983, in the residential
quarter of Sebastopolis in 1985-1992, as well as in the
residential complex in Pitsunda in 2007-2009°. The num-
ber of finds at different sites is not the same. For example,
they are fairly numerous in Lykhny and rare in Pitsunda.
Currently, the collection from Sebastopolis is the larg-
est in the Eastern Black Sea region. The main discovery
here was the Early Christian octagonal church' (Fig. 1).
Due to the intensive construction activities of later eras,
the stratigraphic picture has been disrupted. Our collec-
tion of glazed ceramics from Sebastopolis includes about
178 objects, mainly the bases, rims and lips of vessels'’.

in the context of world culture. International Conference dedicated to
memory A. V. Bank, 1906-1984), Saint Petersburg, 2019, 304-317.
¢ L. Khrushkova, “Geschichte der Christlichen Archiologie in Russ-
land vom 18. bis ins 20. Jahrhundert (2. Folge)”, Rémische Quartal-
schrift 107 (2012), 74-81.

7 O. Bgazhba, Ocherki po remeslu srednevekovoi Abkhazii (VIII-
XIV vv.) [=Essays on the craft of medieval Abkhazia (VIIII-XIV
centuries], Sukhum 1977, 23-35.

8 M. M. Gunba, Novye materialy po arkheologii srednevekovogo
Sukhuma (=New materials on the archeology of medieval Sukhum),
Sukhum 1979, 75-85.

? L. Khroushkova, “Early Christian Monuments of the North-East
Black Sea Coast: Excavations of 2001-2008”, Acta XV Congressus
internationalis archaeologiae christianae, Toleti (8-12.9.2008), 11,
Vatican City 2013, 1310, fig. Sc.

10 Khroushkova, Les monuments chrétiens, op.cit. (n. 2), 57-70.

1 Khroushkova, Vostochnoe Prichernomorie v vizantijskuiu, op.cit.
(n. 2), 248-311.
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CATALOGUE

The medieval glazed ceramics of the Byzantine area are
divided into two large groups according to the quality
and colour of the material: white wares and red wares.

White Wares (Figs 2 and 3)

1. 88/4214, 88/4215. Fragments of a large plate with a
wide rim (Figs 2.1, 3.1). The fabric is light grey, rough-
ly mixed, layered, with grog and single particles of
mica. The rim is separated from the main body with
a projection. The glaze is green, with a bright “metal-
lic” coating, partially preserved, stained on a yellowish
slip. On the back there are spots of green glaze.

2. 90/1278. Plate, fragment (Figs 2.2, 3.2). The fabric
is thin, light grey. The rim is 1.7 cm wide, bent in-
ward, separated from the wall with a small rib. The
transition from the wall to the base thickens; the base
thickness is 5 mm, the rim is 7 mm. The glaze is yel-
low-brown, lighter on the inside. The rim is decorated
with a zigzag line, on the inside it is in relief, on the
other side the line is incised.

3. 89/2856. Bowl, part of the wall and base (Figs 2.3,
3.3). The fabric is light grey, the texture is thin, layered.
The bowl height is 4.3 cm, the wall thickness up to 2
mm. The thin rim is bent; on the inside, it is separated

Red Wares (Figs 4-15)

Most pieces in the collection of Sebastopolis (173 frag-
ments out of the 178) belong to the group of so-called red
wares: the fabric ranges in colour from a light brown,
pinkish (the most common) to a less common dense red-
dish brown. Almost all the vessels are made of thin clay.

The glaze of the bowls is mostly yellow or a yellow-
ish-brown, less often a yellowish green or green. A

6. 88/3158. Bowl base, diameter is 6 cm (Figs 4.1, 5.1).
The fabric is light brown, with particles of mica. The
glaze is light yellow, almost white. The base is decorat-
ed with two incised concentric circles in brown.

AXAE MB’ (2021), 339-362

The latter are more numerous. In Abkhazia, this general
pattern is very clearly expressed: in the collection from
Sebastopolis there are only six fragments of white ware.

from the wall with a rib with incisions. The glaze is
green with a “metallic” gloss, applied from the inside
and outside to a light grey slip. On the exterior of
the wall there is a relief decor, stamped before firing.
Three rows of semi-ovals, with the motif of the bunch
of grapes. A single such item in our collection.

4. 88/1388. Jug handle, fragment (Figs 2.4, 3.4). The fab-
ric is greyish-white, with some particles of mica and
grog; the texture is layered. The glaze is green on the
slip, partly lost. The handle is almost oval in cross sec-
tion, with a small groove.

5. 88/1991. Jug handle, fragment (Figs 2.5, 3.5). The fabric
is almost white, layered, with rare particles of mica and
grog. The glaze is a bright green, with dark green spots
and stains. The handle is almost oval in cross section,
a small rib on the outside. The fabric of the fragments
described is white or greyish-white, some of them, as for
example, the plate with broad rim (Figs 2.1, 3.1), has lay-
ered texture, there are rare particles of mica in the fabric.

common decorative motif is concentric circles in the
centre, less often a spiral; sometimes circles go along the
base rim, in some cases they are complemented by a
wave motif. The decor is done with an incised line or
a slightly elevated strip, then covered with glaze. Geo-
metric (occasionally vegetal) motifs are emphasized in
brown in different shades.

7. 90/416. Bowl base, diameter is 5.3 cm (Figs 4.2, 5.2).
The fabric is brownish-pink, the glaze is yellow, plain.
Decor: two circles, the interior one with a curl in
brown. Two scars from the tripod.
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8. 88/2261. Bowl base, diameter is 5.9 cm (Figs 4.3, 5.3).
The fabric is light brown. The glaze is yellow, shiny,
even. Decor: two circles on the base, in brown. Three
scars from a tripod.

9. 88/121. Bowl, base diameter is 6.4-6.5 cm (Figs 4.4, 5.4).
The fabric is thin, light brown, pinkish, glaze is yellow,
partially lost. At the base in the centre is an open circle.

10. 88/3820. Bowl, base diameter is 7.2-7.3 cm (Figs 4.5,
5.5). The fabric is thin light brown, pinkish. Two scars
from a tripod. The glaze is bright yellow, shiny, dense,
even. At the base in the centre is a wide open circle
surrounded by a double strip. On the reverse side at
the base there are small spots of glaze.

11. 89/3707. Bowl base, diameter is 7.7 cm (Figs 4.6, 5.6).
The fabric is light brown, with rare particles of mica.
The glaze is yellow, even. The spiral motif is brown in
the centre of the base. One scar from a tripod.

12. 88/3984. Bowl base is 7.3-7.4 cm in diameter (Figs
4.7, 5.7). The fabric is light brown and pinkish. The
glaze is yellow, partially lost. Two concentric circles in
the centre. Three scars from a tripod.

13. 89/589. Bowl base, diameter is 7.3 cm (Figs 4.8, 5.8).
The fabric is light brown, pinkish, with particles of
mica. The glaze is yellow, even. Two concentric circles
in the centre. One scar from a tripod.

14. 89/676. Bowl base, diameter is 6.6 cm (Figs 4.9, 5.9).
The fabric is light brown. The glaze is yellow, partly
lost. In the centre there is an open circle with a curl, a
circle along the rim. On the reverse side at the base there
is an incised S-shaped motif. Three scars from a tripod.

15. 89/2217. Bowl base, diameter is 6.8-7 cm (Figs 4.10,
5.10). The glaze is light yellow. In the centre there is an
open circle with a curl. One scar from a tripod.

16. 89/4262. Bowl base, diameter is 7.9-8.2 c¢cm (Figs
4.11, 5.11). The fabric is light brown, with particles of
mica. The glaze is light yellow, matte. An open circle
in the centre of the base, two concentric circles on the
edge. On the reverse side at the base there is an orna-

342

ment: three lines diverging from one point. Three scars
from a tripod.

17. 88/74. Half of bowl base, diameter is 7.5 cm (Figs
6.1, 7.1). The fabric is light brown, pinkish. The glaze
is yellow. In the centre there are two circles. Two scarss
from a tripod.

18. 88/767. Fragment of bowl base, diameter is 6.3 cm
(Figs 6.2, 7.2). The fabric is light brown, greyish, dif-
fers in colour from most other fragments. The glaze is
light yellow, almost white, partially lost. In the centre
are two concentric circles of different widths.

19. 88/968. Half of bowl base, diameter is 8 cm (Fig. 6.3).
The fabric is light brown reddish, with rare particles
of mica. The glaze is yellow, in the centre of the base
there is a spiral.

20. 88/1195. Part of bowl base, diameter is 5.8 cm (Figs
6.4, 7.4). The fabric is light brown, pinkish. The glaze
is yellowish, poorly preserved. Three concentric circles
at the base. Three scars from a tripod.

21. 88/2863. Fragment of bowl base, diameter is not de-
termined (Figs 6.5, 7.5). The fabric is light brown, with
rare particles of mica. The glaze is yellow, partly lost.
Two circles on the base and one on the rim of the bowl

22. 88/1315. Half of bowl base, diameter is 7.6 cm (Figs
6.6, 7.6). The fabric is light brown, reddish. The glaze is
yellow. Two circles at the base. Two scars from a tripod.

23. 88/1838. Fragment of bowl base, diameter is not de-
termined (Figs 6.7, 7.7). The fabric is light brown. The
glaze is yellow. Two circles at the base. One scar from
a tripod.

24, 88/2347. Fragment of bowl base, diameter is not de-
termined (Figs 6.8, 7.8). The fabric is brownish-grey,
with rare particles of mica. The glaze is yellow-brown.
Two circles in the centre and one along the rim. One
scar from a tripod.

25. 88/1314. Fragment of bowl base, diameter is 6 cm
(Figs 6.9, 7.9). The fabric is very thin, light brown. The

AXAE MB’ (2021), 339-362
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glaze is cream, almost white, with a light green tint.
Two concentric circles at the base.

26. 88/3038. Fragment of bowl base, with a diameter of
6.1 cm (Figs 6.10, 7.10). The fabric is light brown, pink-
ish. The glaze is greenish, partially lost. Two concen-
tric circles along the rim.

27. 88/3040. Fragment of bowl base (Figs 6.11, 7.11), di-
ameter is not determined. The fabric is light brown.
The glaze is yellow, partly lost. In the centre there is a
circle, along the rim there are two concentric stripes.
One scar from a tripod.

28. 88/3156. Fragment of bowl base (Figs 6.12, 7.12), di-
ameter is not determined. The fabric is light brown,
pinkish. The glaze is light, yellowish-greenish, spots,
partly lost. Four concentric circles in the centre. One
scar from a tripod.

29. 88/2340. Bowl base, diameter is 7 cm (Figs 8.1, 9.1).
A rare feature in this group: a high base —2.6 cm from
the inside. The fabric is light brown. The glaze is
cream, almost white, with greenish spots, the coating
is dense. Two circles in the centre. Three scars from a
tripod. On the back of the base there is a painted or-
nament: a row of three connected rhombs.

30. 89/564. Half of bowl base, diameter is 7.8 cm (Fig.
8.2). The fabric is light brown. The glaze is yellow.
There is a curl in the centre of the base, along the rim
there are two circles. One scar from a tripod.

31. 90/175. Bowl base, diameter is 6 cm (Figs 8.3, 9.3).
The fabric is light brown. The glaze is light yellow.
Three concentric circles occupy the entire base sur-
face. Spots of glaze on the outside. Three scars from
a tripod.

32. 89/675. Fragment of bowl base (Figs 8.4, 9.4), diam-
eter is not determined. The fabric is brown, pinkish.
The glaze is light green. There is a spiral in the centre,
a circle along the rim.

33. 88/3037. Fragment of bowl base with a part of the
wall, the base diameter is 6.4 cm (Figs 8.5, 9.5). The

AXAE MB’ (2021), 339-362

fabric is light brownish, pinkish, rather roughly mixed,
with rare particles of mica. The glaze is yellow, partly
lost. Two concentric circles along the base rim, at the
beginning of the wall there is a zigzag motif.

34. 88/2607. Fragment of bowl base (Figs 8.6, 9.6), diam-
eter is not determined. The fabric is light brownish,
pinkish, with particles of mica. The glaze is yellow.
Decoration: at the beginning of the wall there are two
incised intermittent wavy lines.

35. 89/2425. Bowl, base diameter is 7.3 cm (Figs 8.7, 9.7).
The fabric is light brown, the texture is rougher com-
pared to the other samples. Two large scars from a tri-
pod. The glaze is yellow-brown. A spiral in the centre.

36. 88/4206. Bowl base, 7.1 cm in diameter (Figs 8.8,
9.8). The fabric is brownish, rather roughly mixed,
with rare particles of mica. Decor: in the centre there
is a small circle, on the wall there are three rows of
dashed lines between two concentric circles. Three
scars from a tripod.

37. 88/3157. Bowl base, in the shape of an oval, is 4.9-
5.2 cm in diameter (Figs 8.9, 9.9). The fabric is light
brown, pinkish, and has a rather rough texture. The
walls are thick, near the base up to 1.1 cm. The glaze is
yellowish-brown. Two concentric circles in the centre
of the base and one at the rim. One scar from a tripod.

38. 88/3931. Fragment of a wide bowl, diameter is 8.3
cm, a part of the bent rim is preserved (Figs 8.10,
9.10). The fabric is light brown, with numerous parti-
cles of mica. The glaze is light green. The edge is dec-
orated with a triple wavy line motif.

39. 89/3266. Bowl base, diameter is 7.2 cm (Figs 8.11, 9.11).
The fabric is very thin, light brown, with many particles
of mica on the surface. The glaze is yellow. Decor: along
the rim there is a wide border of 3-4 wavy lines between
two concentric circles. Three scars from a tripod.

40. 88/3819. Bowl base, diameter is 7.9 cm (Figs 10.1,
11.1). The fabric is thin, light brown, with particles
of mica. The glaze is yellow, partly lost. Decor: three
large leaves extending from the centre are depicted by
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a double line, straight and wavy. Two round holes are
marks of repair. Three scars from a tripod.

41. 88/1775. Base of a wide bowl, two pieces glued to-
gether; base diameter is 8.1 cm (Figs 10.2, 11.2). The
fabric is thin, brown, with rare particles of mica. The
glaze is light brown, even, dense. Decor: incised lines
extending from the centre. Three scars from a tripod.

42. 89/4276. Bowl base, diameter is 7.3 cm (Figs 10.3,
11.3). The fabric is light brown, yellow glaze. Decor:
brown incised lines and curls. One scar from a tripod.

43. 88/2345. Bowl base, diameter is 5.7 cm (Figs 10.4, 11.4).
The fabric is light brown, rather roughly mixed, porous.
The glaze is dark yellow. Decor: relief stripes diverging ra-
dially from the centre. A trace of burning on the surface.
One scar from a tripod. A single item in our collection.

44, 89/3530. Fragment of bowl base (Figs 10.5, 11.5),
diameter is not determined. The fabric is light brown,
the texture is rather rough. The glaze is yellow. Decor:
semiovals diverging from the centre, arranged in two
rows. One scar from a tripod.

45. 88/2890. Fragment of bowl base, diameter is 6.9 cm
(Figs 10.6, 11.6). The fabric is very thin, brown-pink-
ish. The glaze is yellowish-greenish, partly lost. Decor:
a series of semi-oval incised lines between two concen-
tric circles.

46. 88/56. Bowl base, diameter is 6.9 cm (Figs 10.7, 11.7).
The clay is reddish, at the base there are rare particles
of mica. The glaze is light brown, even, dense. Decor:
two pairs of concentric circles, between them the motif
of semiovals with “commas” inside. On the reverse side
at the base, the incised mark “I”, partially preserved.
Three scars from a tripod.

47. 88/2346. Fragment of bowl base, diameter is not de-
termined (Figs 10.8, 11.8). The clay is light brown, the
glaze is yellow. Decor is in the form of wavy stripes.
One scar from a tripod.

48. 88/3921. Fragment of bowl base (Figs 10.9, 11.9),
diameter is not determined. The fabric is brown, the
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glaze is yellow. Decor in the form of wavy lines. One
scar from a tripod.

49. 89/4275. Fragment of bowl base, diameter is 6.9 cm
(Figs 10.10, 11.10). The fabric is light brown, with parts
of mica. There are traces of light greenish glaze. The de-
cor is made in a different technique than on other sam-
ples: incised curls are filled with a partially crumbled
white slip. A single item of its kind in our collection.

50. 88/101. Fragment of the bowl base with a part of the
wall, diameter is 3.1 cm (Figs 10.11, 11.11). The fabric
is very thin, light, with rare inclusions. A fragment of
light green glaze has been preserved. Three recessed
concentric circles at the base, filled with yellow glaze.

51. 88/4205. Fragment of the bowl base with a part of the
wall, diameter is 5.2 cm (Figs 10.12, 11.12). The base
is 1.3 cm in height and is beveled inward. The fabric
is light brown, reddish, fine texture, with small parti-
cles of mica. Yellowish glaze. Wall decor at the base: two
concentric lines, between them — the wave motif.

52. 88/2861. High bowl base (1.6 cm), diameter 6.4-6.6
cm (Figs 12.1, 13.1). The fabric is light brown, pinkish.
The gla-ze is green, dense. Decor: in the centre there
are intersecting lines, between them there are triangles
with a curl inside.

53. 88/49. High bowl base (1.2 cm), diameter of the base
is 5.5-5.7 cm (Figs 12.2, 13.2). The fabric is light brown,
the glaze is dense and green. Decor: four schematic
branches arranged crosswise, made with incisions.

54. 88/2889. Fragment of the high bowl base (1.5 cm)
with a part of the wall (Figs 12.3, 13.3), diameter is
not determined. The clay is light brown, pinkish, the
glaze is green. Decor: a triangle in which an oval with
a floral motif is placed. Similar to fragment 470.1 de-
scribed above.

55. 89/566. Fragment of the wall of a wide bowl (Figs
12.4, 13.4). The fabric is light brown, the glaze is yel-
low. Decor: a triangle made with a wide brown stripe,
inside there is an incised triangle with a curl (looks
like fragments 11.1 and 12.30).

AXAE MB’ (2021), 339-362
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56. 89/3512. Small fragment of bowl base, diameter is not
determined (Figs 12.5, 13.5 and 5a). The fabric is grey,
the glaze is olive-grey. The decor is made of dark grey
wide recessed stripes and incisions. Intersecting stripes
form triangles and rhombuses with curls inside. On the
back of the base, the Greek letter “alpha” with a broken
crossbeam is marked with an incised line, next to a low-
er case “beta”. Single item of this type in our collection.

57. 88/3527. High bowl base (1.5 cm), diameter of the base
is 6.5 cm (Figs 12.6, 13.6). The fabric is very thin, light
brown, pinkish. The glaze is yellow-brown, mottled; a
cruciform motif made by an incised line is at the base.

58. 90/1791. High bowl base (1.9 ¢cm), diameter of the
base is 8.1 cm (Figs 12.7, 13.7). The fabric is light
brown, pinkish. The glaze is yellow and green. Decor:
two concentric circles from which radial lines extend.
The centre is green, the background is yellow.

59. 88/2344. Base is irregular in shape, diameter is 5.9-
6.8 cm (Figs 12.8, 13.8). The fabric is brownish-red-
dish, with rare grog. Plant motifs are made by an in-
cised line. A yellow-green field shows a large yellow
leaf with an almond-shaped motif inside, in the centre
ablurry brownish spot. Three scars from a tripod.

60. Fragment of a plate with yellow glaze exhibited in the
Abkhaz State Museum (Sukhum) (Fig. 12.9). The glaze is
yellow. The base is divided into eight triangular segments,
each with a curl. The ornament is analogous to the decor
of fragments 88/2861 and 89/566. This group of three
objects indicates that the same decor was used both for
products with yellow glaze and for those with green glaze.

61. 89/4277. Fragment of bowl base (Figs 12.10, 13.10).
The fabric is light brown. An incised ornament on a
white slip in the form of ovals and an elongated leaf,
intersecting with oblique lines. The lines of the orna-
ment are filled with yellow-golden glaze. A single item
in our collection.

62. 90/1229. Base of a large bowl, diameter of the base is
6.1 cm (Figs 14.1, 15.1). The fabric is light brown, mixed
unevenly, slightly porous. The glaze is light green, par-
tially lost, sometimes covered with a touch of lime.
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63. 88/4207. Base of a large bowl, diameter 6.9 cm, wall
thickness at the base is 1.2 cm (Figs 14.2, 15.2). The
fabric is light brown, porous, with rare particles of
lime. The glaze is light green, with a “metallic” coating,
which is partially preserved. One scar from a tripod.

64. 89/1711. Fragment of bowl base (Figs 14.3, 15.3), di-
ameter is 7.6 cm, with part of the wall. The fabric is
light brown, the texture is rather rough, with grog and
particles of mica on the reverse side. The glaze is green,
with a bright “metallic” coating, partly lost. On the base
there are two thin concentric circles, also green.

65. 88/120. Fragment of bowl base, diameter is 6.1 cm
(Figs 14.4, 15.4). The fabric is thin, light brown. The
glaze is brown-yellowish, applied unevenly. Two thin
incised brown circles along the rim of the base. One
scar from a tripod.

66. 88/3042. Fragment of the bowl base, diameter is 7.8
cm (Figs 14.5, 15.5). The fabric is brown, on the frac-
ture it is greyish. The glaze is brown, even and dense.
One scar from a tripod.

67. 88/1446. Fragment of bowl base, diameter is 7.2
cm (Fig. 14.6). The fabric is brown, the glaze is dark-
brown, applied smoothly. Two scars from a tripod.

68. 88/2212. Fragment of bowl base, diameter is not deter-
mined (Figs 14.7, 15.7). The fabric is brown, rather rough
texture. The glaze is olive brownish, smooth application.
Three incised concentric circles along the base rim.

69. 89/891. High base of a small bowl, 5.2 cm in diameter
(Figs 14.8, 15.8). The fabric is thin, grey in colour. The
glaze is greenish-turquoise inside and out. A black paint-
ed flower in a medallion on the inside; geometric motifs
outside. A single item of its kind in our collection.

70. 88/2888. High base of a small bowl, 4.7 cm in dia-
meter (Figs 14.9, 15.9). The fabric is grey. The base is
decorated with an ornament in three colours: turquoise,
blue, black; the background is white. A circle and a
circumference with seven petals extending from it are
placed in the centre of the base. A single item of its kind
in our collection.
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Fig. 2. Sebastopolis. White wares. Glazed bowls (Cat. nos 1-5).
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Fig. 3. Sebastopolis. White wares Glazed bowls, bases, sketches (Cat. nos 1-5).
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Fig. 4. Sebastopolis. Red wares. Glazed bowls, bases (Cat. nos 6-16).
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Fig. 5. Sebastopolis. Red wares. Glazed bowls, bases, sketches (Cat. nos 6-16).
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Fig. 6. Sebastopolis. Red wares. Glazed bowls, bases (Cat. nos 17-28).
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Fig. 7. Sebastopolis. Red wares. Glazed bowls, bases, sketches (Cat. nos 17-28).
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Fig. 8. Sebastopolis. Red wares. Glazed bowls, bases (Cat. nos 29-39).
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Fig. 9. Sebastopolis. Red wares. Glazed bowls, bases, sketches (Cat. nos 29-39).

AXAE MB’ (2021), 339-362 353



LIUDMILA KHRUSHKOVA

88/3819 88/1775 89/4276

88/2890 89/3530 88/2890

88/56

88/101

10

89/4275 88/4205, 3048

0 2 10 ¢M
et ———— —

Fig. 10. Sebastopolis. Red wares. Glazed bowls, bases (Cat. nos 40-51).
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Fig. 11. Sebastopolis. Red wares. Glazed bowls, bases, sketches (Cat. nos 40-51).
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Fig. 12. Sebastopolis. Red wares. Glazed bowls, bases (Cat. nos 52-61).
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Fig. 13. Sebastopolis. Red wares. Glazed bowls, bases, sketches (Cat. nos 52-61).
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Fig. 14. Sebastopolis. Red wares. Glazed bowls, bases (Cat. nos 62-70).

358 AXAE MB’ (2021), 339-362



GLAZED BOWLS FROM SUKHUM (SEBASTOPOLIS) IN ABKHAZIA

89/1711

88/2212

9/891
89/8 01  Scu

Fig. 15. Sebastopolis. Red wares. Glazed bowls, fragments, sketches (Cat. nos 62-70).
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The questions of typology and chronology

We have examined 70 items, of which 69 come from our
excavations of the coastal quarter of Sebastopolis. One
item (dish), which is stored in the Abkhaz Museum, was
found earlier, also in Sebastopolis. Five items belong to
the group of white wares and 65 to the group of mass
red wares. Along with the bases of the bowls, we includ-
ed one fragment (89/566, Cat. no. 55) as an analogy for
the characteristic motif of a triangle with a curl in the
review. Thus, of the total number of 173 fragments of
red ware from Sebastopolis, the bases of bowls (64 ob-
jects) account for about 37%. This is the second largest
group in our collection; the most numerous is that of the
fragments of bowls.

In the group of bases, the bowls covered with yellow
or yellow-brownish glaze and decorated in the centre
with concentric circles or a spiral motif are more nu-
merous, green glaze is less common. There are only two
bowls with polychrome glaze: 90/1791 (Cat. no. 58) and
88/2344 (Cat. no. 59). The two small bowls of grey clay,
with blue (88/2888, Cat. no. 70) and turquoise (89/891,
Cat. no. 69) glaze stand alone. Most likely, they were
imported from the East.

In Abkhazia we found similar ceramics during the
excavation of the Tsandripsh basilica near Gagra in
1980, in the palace in Lykhny in 1981-1983, in the resi-
dential quarter in Sebastopolis in 1985-1992, as well as
in the residential complex in Pitsunda in 2007-2009'%
The number of finds at different sites is not the same.
For example, they are fairly numerous in Lykhny and
rare in Pitsunda (Fig. 16).

The nearest place to Sebastopolis, where a large
amount of glazed ceramics was found, is Chersonesos in
the Crimea. In terms of the quantity of finds, Chersone-
sos is second only to Constantinople'>. In the last quarter
of the 13th —first quarter of the 14th century glazed pot-
tery was produced in different centres of the South-West-
ern Crimea, on the territory of the Golden Horde: Sudak,

12 L. Khroushkova, “Early Christian Monuments of the North-East
Black Sea Coast: Excavations of 2001-2008”, Acta XV Congressus
internationalis archaeologiae christianae, op.cit (n. 9), 1310, fig. 5c.
3 A. I. Romanchuk, Glazurovannaia posuda pozdnevizantiyskogo
Chersonesa, Portovyi raion (=Glazed dishes of the late Byzantine
Chersonesos, Port area), Yekaterinburg 2003.
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Fig. 16. Pitsunda. Glazed wares.

Caffa and elsewhere. The technology and decor of this
pottery followed the Byzantine tradition. Among the
Golden Horde pottery there are the well-known bowls
with concentric circles and plates with a border formed
by a wavy line between circles'®. The collection of glazed
ceramics in the Hermitage contains 485 items, almost
all of them come from Chersonesos. White-clay ceramics
from the Hermitage date back to the 9th-12th centuries,

4S. Bocharov — A. Maslovsky — A. Sitdikov, “The Beginning of the
Glazed Ceramics Production in the Southeast Crimea During the
Last Quarter of the 13 Century — the First Quarter of the 14 Centu-
ry”, Dacia, N. S. LIX (2015), 329-336, pls 1.9, 1.13, 2.1, 2,3, 4.6, 4.8.

AXAE MB’ (2021), 339-362



GLAZED BOWLS FROM SUKHUM (SEBASTOPOLIS) IN ABKHAZIA

and red-clay to the 13th century. These datings can be
confirmedd, in particular, by the discovery of the large
collection of ceramics in the northern region of Cher-
sonesos, which was abandoned by the end of the 13th
century, therefore, in that area there are no layers of the
14th century's. Over 20 samples of wares, similar to the
pottery from Sebastopolis, were found in the port area
and in other parts of Chersonesos'. The Hermitage also
has items analogous to the glazed bowls from Sebasto-
polis'”. By analogy with the items of the Hermitage, we
date the white wares from Sebastopolis to the 9th-12th
centuries, and the red wares to the 13th century. The
publications on glazed ceramics are quite numerous'®.
The study of glazed ceramics, carried out by Y. Waks-
man and V. Francois, demonstrated that the “Zeuxippus
type” ceramics were most common from the end of the
12th and for the entire 13th century. Classification by
type takes into account not only the shape and decora-
tion of the vessels, but also the chemical composition of
the fabric; thus it is possible to determine (sometimes
presumably) the place of origin of the items. To the class I
of ceramics of the “Zeuxippus type” belong small vessels
with monochrome yellow or colorless glaze, concentric

5V, N. Zalesskaya, Pamiatniki vizantiyskogo prikladnogo iskusstva.
Vizantiyskaia keramika IX-XV vekov, Katalog kollektsii (=Monu-
ments of Byzantine applied art. Byzantine ceramics of I1X-XV cen-
turies, Catalogue of the collection), Saint Petersburg 2011, 22-23.

1 Romanchuk, Glazurovannaia posuda, op.cit. (n. 13), 24, 35, 37-
42, 46-47, pls 13.32-35; 14.36, 37; 15.38, 40; 16.39, 41; 17. 42; 18.
46-50; 19. 43, 51-53, 55, 56; 20. 57; 28.80-83.

17 Zalesskaya, Pamiatniki, op.cit. (n. 15), 160, no. 341.

8'V. Francois, Bibliographie analytique sur la céramique byzantine
a glagure. Un nouvel outil de travail (Varia Anatolica 9), Paris 1997.
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circles and other geometric motifs are often used as de-
coration. Class I is subdivided into three groups. Class II
includes large-size plates, with brown-yellow, green and
purple glaze; the decoration may include along with con-
centric circles, medallions, palmettes, as well as images
of animals or horsemen. In Class II eleven forms are de-
fined. Waksman and Francois distinguish between “ZW
stricto sensu” and “ZW Derivatives” among ceramics of
the Zeuxippus type'®. V. N. Zalesskaya also divides glazed
ceramics of the ZW type into two classes based on the
idea of a transition from Zeuxippus I to Zeuxippus I1°.

The question of the place of production of certain
wares remains one of the most difficult ones. The hypothe-
sis about the possible production of glazed ceramics in
the Black Sea region has not yet been confirmed, despite
the large number of finds here. In the Eastern Black Sea
region, Sebastopolis is the only centre where significant
quantities of glazed ceramics have been discovered. We
identify the large part of the Sebastopolis collection pub-
lished here as Class I of the type of “Zeuxippus Ware” and
date it to the 13th century. The Eastern Black Sea region
stands in contrast to Crimea, where the study of glazed
ceramics is in the initial phase.

97Y. Waksman — V. Francois, “Vers une redéfinition typologique et
analytique des céramiques byzantines du type Zeuxippus Ware”,
BCH 128-129/2.1 (2004), 629-724 (Bibliography: p. 636 note 6).
2 Zalesskaya, Pamiatniki, op.cit. (n. 15), 153-158, nos 325-331,
333-338.

Illustration credits

Fig. 1: Khrushkova, Bocmounoe IlpuueprHomopve 6 6Uu3anmuiicKyio
anoxy, op.cit. (n. 2), fig. 373. Figs 2-3, 16: ibid., figs 460-473. Fig.
17: ibid., fig. 128.
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EOYAAQMENE2 KOYIIEZ AIIO TH ZEBAXTOYIIOAH
2THN AMIIXAZIA

H OVALOYY| LECULLWVIXTC EQUAAMUEVNS REQOUUIRNG, TTQO-
€QYOUEVNC OTTS TLS OVALOXOPES UAC OTO CLQYLTEXTOVILXG
ovyredTnua e Zefaotovmoing (onuegvot Zovyxovul),
ota avatolrd mapdho e Mavpng @dhaooag, Tept-
haupaver 177 Bpoavouata. Eva emuwhéov mvdxio, 1o
omoio guidooetal oto Aumyalind Movoeio oto Zov-
xouuL, elyxe foebel mahardtepa. Mdvo mévte Bpavouata
€(VOLL RO TAOREVOOUEVQ UE AEVRO TTNAG, EVA TA VITOAOL-
mo 173 elval pe ggubpmnd TnAd. Zxeddv Sha ta ayyeio
elval amd Aemtd LG, OLaPSQWY ATOYQWOEWY, Ao
avoLyTo ®aoTave ®ot 06dwo (ta ovvnbéotepn) uéyoL
évtova gpubpoxrdotavo. H epudhwon eivor cvvibmg
%{toLvn N vroritELVY, EVH OTAVLO OTOVTA KITOLVOTTQG-
own 1 Tedowvn epudimwon. To mo cvvnBouévo oyxfqua
elva oL rpéc rovmec (Baosig, xelhn #o Twinoto ard
Toyduota). Q¢ mEog ™ dlardounom, ®rVELEEYOUV oL
OUGXEVTOOL RUXRAOL KOl OTTOVIOTEQX OTEIQES, EVA KUXAOL
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oYV ovvOVALOVTaL e HUUATOELDE(S YOOUUES. € UeQL-
%EC MEQUTTWDOELS TA YEMUETQLRA ROOUHUOTO CUUTANQ M-
VOVTaL Ue QUTLRA notifa.

>e avtd 1o 4Bpo eEetdoaue 69 faoels amd ®oUmeg
7ol éva Boavopa tovyduotog (89/566, Kat. apif. 55).
AvTo elvor to devTeEQO neYoAUTEQO GUVOAO TNG GUALO-
g nac Ta mepuoodtepa elval XEIAN ROl TOLYWOUOTO
amd novmes. H eEetalduevn nepauiny avijrer oty xo-
myopta I e xepaurng timov ZevEimmov, 1 omola
ntov dwadedouévn otnv Kowaia, v Kimpo rar oe
diha névtoa g avotohung Meooyeiov. Me fdon ov-
yroloelg pe dAha ToedAANAaL, oL xoUmeS amd ™ Zefa-
0TOoUTOAY YeOoVOoAOoYyOUvTaL 0ToV 130 adva.
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