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Kovotavrivog O. Pamtng - EAevOegia Paviidov

OPIZMENEZX [TAPATHPH2EIX KAI EPQTHMATA 2XETIKA ME
THN [TPQRTOBYZANTINH APXITEKTONIKH 2TH GEZ>A AONIKH:
AHMOZIO KTHPIO BOPEIQZ THX EINIZKOIIIKHY BAXIAIKHX

Apxitextovixd xatdAowma evos momtoviavTivor k-
0loV UVNUELAXOU YOOAKXTHOO UE UAQOUAQLVOUS UOVOAL-
Oi1x0Us TEOOOUS KoL OAOTAVOES TAEVQLHES TOLYOTOLIES
ATORAAVPONKAY TEOOQPATWS, LOOEIWS TOV AVATOALXOU
TUNUATOS TNG TEWTOPVEAVTIVIG ETLOXOTIXNS PACIAXAS
s Osooalovixns. Xto dpboo mapovoidlovral ta VEo
EVONUATA XL SLATUTWVOVTAL TAQUTNONOELS, OXEWELS
AL EQWTHUATH OXETIXA UE TOV QOYLTEXTOVIXO OXESLA-
Ouo TOV AYVWOTOU EmS TWOA ONUOTLOV OLXOOOUNUATOS
xa TS TOAVES UVNUELAXES OLOUOQPDOELS TOV AOTIXOU
XDEOV OTNV TEQLOYN %aTA TNV W ToUEavTivi) mepiodo.

A€Eerg nAerdra

TTowtofviavtivi mepiodos, SNUOTLA AQYITEXTOVIXT], ETLOXO-
muxt] faotAixt], uaoudivor Teocooi, Oeooarovixn.

K OTh TS €QYOOI(ES EXOXROPNS TAPEOV YLl TOV EX-
OUYYQOVIOUS QoTIXMY dxTVmY ®oWNg weleiog! oty
mepLoy foELOVOTOMXE TOV TEOVAC{OV VaoU Thg Ayi-
ag Zogiag @eooahovirng not foeeiws g aPidag Tng

* Kwvotavtivos ©. Pamrtng, Ao Apoxatodoyos-Buvavtivoloyog,
Egopeia Apxatotitwv I1oAns Osooalovixng, kraptis@culture.gr,
raptis.constantinos@gmail.com

** EdevOeoia Pavtidov, Apxitéxtwv-Avaotniaotoia, Kdtoyog
uetamtvytaxov dSirdduatos MSc, Epopeia Apyatotitwy I1oAng
Oceooalovixng, efantidou@culture.gr, ritsaf @gmail.com

!'H 1tdgpog, tidtovg 1,20 w., dwovoixbnre tov Pefoovdolo tov
2020 oto mhaiow €pyov g EYA® AE yiwa v avtixatdotaon
%OL ETMELTAON TOV TAVTOQQEOIXOU aywyouy tng dtaywviag 0dov
Tatudeyov Imaxein, oto Twina g petatv tmv 0ddv Kepapo-
movhov rat XapoAdurovs H mapaxoloiOnon g exoxagig xat
0 EVTOTLOUGS TOV EVENUATWY EYLVE ATtG TOVS QY ALOASYOUS TTe-
dlov, rviovg Miyank Brolatly xat Agdoo Mnddoafo, ov omol-
ot avéhapav zat ) deEaymyn g 0EYALOAOYIRIS €0EVVACS TTOV,

AXAEMI” (2022), 33-44

Architectural remains of an Early Byzantine monu-
mental building with marble monolithic pillars and
brick-built lateral walls have been recently unearthed
to the north of the eastern part of the Early Byzan-
tine Episcopal basilica of Thessaloniki. This paper
presents the new findings and introduces some obser-
vations, thoughts, as well as questions about the ar-
chitectural design of this, unknown until now, public
edifice, and the possible monumental development of
the urban space in this area during the Early Byzan-
tine period.

Keywords

Early Byzantine period; public architecture; Episcopal ba-
silica; marble pillars; Thessaloniki.

TEVTARMING EMLOROTUATS PaOMXNC® TOV TEOVTNOYE
otV (Ot B0, aToRAAVPONUAY AQYLTEXTOVIRA RATA-
Mowta evog mowtofulavtivoy dnudoov xtneiov. to
0.0V GHEO TaEOVCLALOVTAL TA TOOCMATO EVENUOTA

axolovOnoe vtd v enPAeyPn TOV TEMDTOV EX TWV CUYYQUPEWY
oV TaEAVTog dpbpov. H tomoypapixy amotimmon g ovaoxa-
@NG €ytve amtd ™) deUTEQN EX TOV CUYYQUPEMY, 08 CUVEQYUOTO UE
tov tomoyedgo g Egopelag Apyatotitov II6Ang Oescoarovi-
%ung, ®UoLo Zotioo Xaipovpda. Exgpodlovue T Ospudtotes ev-
¥oQLoTies pog!

2 Twe v sevtdxrAity emoromiry faothixy e Oecoohovinng,
BA. K. ©. Pamtng, «OoLouéves mapatnoioeLs ot EQMTHUOTO O)E-
Tl pe v TemTofulavivi agyltertoviry oty Osooalovinn:
t0 Ortdywvo mapd ™ Xovon [TuAn xat n emoromixy Pacthi-
w», AXAE MB” (2021), 25-30, 32, émov n maloidteon BiBiio-
yoapia, xat K. T. Raptis, «Late Antique Thessalonike: The Urban
Transformation of a Tetrarchic Provincial Capital into a Christian
Metropolis», L. Lavan (emw.), Imperial Archaeologies of Late An-
tiquity, 14, Leiden — Néa Yooxn (vitd éxdoon).
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Ewx. 1. Ocooarovirn. XAoTns Tne EVTOS TV TELYMDY TOANS, OTOV OTOL0 ONUELDVOVTOL TA UWYNUELD THS TOANS XAt

n 0éon twv eSetalouevwv Soudv.

ROLL OLOTUTTDVOVTOL OQLOUEVES TTALQOTNENOELS, OXEYELS
OAAG RO EQMTNUOATA OYETIRA UE TIS TLOOVEC UVNUELDL-
%€g OLAUOQPIDOELS TOV AOTIROU YMOOV OTNV TEQLOYY|
ot ®atd ™V tomTofulavivi tepiodo (Ew. 1).
AQymg, eviomio®e in situ LaEUAQLVOS TECOOG,
ué€yrotov amoraivuuévouv vpoue 1,30 w. xot drotourc
0,86%0,96 u., ue CVUPUES AXOOUNTO ETIXEAVO Ue MOES-
tuntecaeléc (Ew. 2). H Avo emigpdvera Tov emirpdvou,
dwaotdoewv 1,08%0,97 u., pépel 1€00€QELS TETEATAEY-
oec vodoyéc® ot ymvieg Tng ®obwe xol vatdAourta
TAOVOLOV OE HEQOULKA 0LOQOVY ALOBECTOXOVLAUATOC, TOV

3 TTpGrertoL 0voLoTRd Yo TNV TTEQOLTEQW AAEEVoM TS v emtL-
@avelag Tov emrEdvov, ratd 1 ex., uévo ot T€00ERELS YW VIiEg
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VLOJSEUVVOVY TNV aVATTUEY vrepreluevng downig, mi-
Bavig g Yéveons TMVOORTIOTOV TOEWV.

To evpnua eméfole ™V ETEXTOON TOV ORAUUATOS
yLoL TEQOUTEQ® duVaATH OLEQEUVNOTN MM KAl VIO TNV AVOL-
YRO{OL UETATOTLON TOV VIO RATAUOKEVT AYWYOU, ROTA
TEOTOV DOTE VO ®AB{OTATO EPIXT M OAORAMIEWON TOV
TEXVIROU €0YOU YWQEIS TNV ATSOTAUOY TOV LOLQUAQLVOU
wovolBirov weoo0v, ®abwdg €€ apyic extiuidnxe ot
OQPEVOS ATOTEAOVOE TUNUO ONUAVTIXNG TOAEODOUILKNC
SLOUGEEMONG UL APETEQOV OLETNQEITO KATOKRGQUPOC
otV aywn B€on Tov.

TOV, RATA TEOTOV HOTE QAVTES va uny apakaupdvouy goptia,
OTNV TEQIMTMWON TOV O LOVOALOLROGS TECOOC Bl £pepe ToLyomToLin

AXAEMI” (2022), 33-44
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Ewx. 2. Maoudotvos uovoiidixos meo00s UE OUUPUES ETTi-
%OaVO.

AxolovBwg, o andotoon 3,10-3,12 n. (10 mddec)
7EOC POOOEG EVTOTIOTNUE TUAUC TOV OUUPUOUS ETLRQAL-
voUu €1€QOV UaEUAQLVOV TTEGO0U, aVAAOYWY dLaoTtdoE-
wv (Ew. 3), mov, og ovvdLaoud Ue Tov TEHTO, dUVavToL
VoL 0Q{00UV HOEUAQLVY TTEGCOOTOLY (0. WVNUELLRMY dLot-
OTAOEWY TOV AVOTTUO0ETAL 0TOV GEova Boppd-Notov.

To uirEd TAGTOC TOV ORAUUATOS, TAEA TN dLEVQUV-
01 TOV YLO TNV TEXUNQIWOTN TOV EVENUATOC, OEV ETETQE-
Pe TNV TANON ATORAAMVYT TOV TECODV AUl XVQIWS TO
VPog Toug, »abws Ta cabpd meavy dev eméTpeav TNV
€ogvva o PdBog neyorvtego twv 3 u. To cvvohnd
VYOS TOVUOVOMORDV TECOHY —CVUTEQLAAUPAVOUEVOV
TOV OUUPUOUE ETIXOEAVOV %Ol AVAAOYNS LOQPOAOYLRA

and papudovovs | AMbwvovg dépovg, napudoivo extoTilio %.4.
SyetiCovrat de ue ™ MaEgvom tov aEylteRToVIROU HEAOVS 0TO
€0YAOTNOLO YAUTTTIRNG, OOV TTapdxOnxe, ®ot Oy pe T 0€on ev-
0€0NE TOV, RAODS OL €V AGY® «VTOO0YES» OEV CUUUETEXOVV OTHY
avaXOUELON TOV YOVIOV TOV EXXQAVOU HE TAVOSHTIOT) avVo-
doun, 6w avty Tov VIt eEETaon vtnelov.

AXAEMI” (2022), 33-44

Euwx. 3. Tuijua uaoudoivov uovoliOixov tecoov ue OVUPUES
EMXOAVO N Situ OTIS TOQELES TOV OXAUUATOS.

Béonc— dvvatal, wotdoo, vo vroloyiotel, Bdoel Tng
dratouric tovg, o 4,50 éwg 4,60 u. Q¢ ex ToUTOV, ROL
ue dedouévo At N Ave emLpAvELL TOVG €XEL EVTOTLOTEL
og andivto VPog 12,50 w., M emipdvera £€6Q00NG TOVS
dvvatal mbavidg va vroloywotel og vipouetoo 7,90-
8,00 w. To enimedo avtd oygetiletar ue tov opiCovta Tng
oW TORULAVTIVIC TEQLODOU OTI CUYREXQUEVT TTEQLO-
¥, ®aBd¢ tavtiletal T6oo ue 1o enimedo Twv daTEdwV
NG EMOROTURAS PACIALXNG TOV SYPwov 50v awdva?,
AMyo wOhic u€tpa voTLdTeQQ, 600 ROl UE TO AVTIOTOLYO
TOV ®UXAMXOU OQOV TWV CEY®V TOV 60V CL®VA, TOU

4 T ) geovoldynom g emtoxomnig paothirig, PA. K. Hatter-
sley-Smith, Byzantine Public Architecture between the Fourth and
the Early Eleventh Centuries AD with Special Reference to the
Towns of Byzantine Macedonia (Maxedovixyy Bipho61inn 83),
@ecoarovinn 1996, 141-144. SI. Curcié, Architecture in the Bal-
kans from Diocletian to Siileyman the Magnificent, New Haven
— Aovdivo 2010, 106. O (drog, «Christianization of Thessaloniké:
The Making of Christian “Urban Iconography”, L. Nasrallah —
Ch. Bakirtzis — St. J. Friesen (exww.), From Roman to Early Chris-
tian Thessaloniké (Harvard Theological Studies 64), Cambridge,
Massachusetts 2010, 81. K. ®. Pamng, «Apyttentovind épya 1ov
Avaotoaoiov A" oty Gecoalovivn», Atedvés Emiotnuovino Sv-
UTOOL0 TEOS TRV TOV ouotiuov xadnynti I'ewoyiov BeAévn
(Ocooarovinn, AugiOéatoo Apyaias Ayopds, 4-8 Oxtwfolov
2017), Hoaxtixd, ABfjva 2021, 576. O diog, «OQLOouéves TOQO-
moefoeLg», 6.7t (vwoonu. 1), 26.
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Euwx. 4. (a) xau (B). Twijua s avatorixis mAivOoxtiotne ToLomotias tov eEstalouevov xtnoiov.

EVTOMIOTNHE RATA TNV OVOOXRAEPY TOV otofuov Aylag
Sopiag votimg Tov decumanus maximus>, SLAUOQPD-
VOVTAC UE UVNUELALXO TEOTO TOV dNUOOLO XDEO PoELo-
duTrd Tov aBpiov g emtoromInNg faothinig.

H ovvéyion g exoxagnic pfooelavatolrd twv
TEOODY amordlpe ot axdotaon 8,72-8,74 . (28 wo-
dec) amd ™V avatolny Taeeld Tovg T TaQGAAN-
NG TALVOORTLOTNS TOLYOTOLIOG, UEYLOTOV CLITORAAVUUE-
VOU VPoug 2 U ROl UEYLOTOV ATTOXOAVPOEVTOC TAYOVE
3,60 .5 otn dvtwn maEeLd TS OTOlNg AVATTUOOETAL

3 2t Baowhetddov — Zt. TCePévn, «MeTaoynuationol Tov a.otiroy
Yhoov g Osooahovinng xatd Ty Yoteon Agyordtnta (4og-60g
audvag) néoo amd ta avaoxagxd dedousva otov otabud Ayiag
Soglag tov pnrpomolitiroy owdneododuov», AXAE MA” (2020),
48-53. Pamng, «AQyutextovind éoyor, 6. (vroonu. 4), 580-581.

® To mdyog TS ToLxomolag eival avaloyo 1 evEUTEQO TMV TOL-
xomoudv g rewtofuiavtivig oxiomong g ToAng oTa UETa-
TUQYLAL SLAOTHUATA. ZTNV EVTOS TMV TEYMYV TEQLOYY, avTioTOoyn
ueydrov tdyovg ToLyomoLio EVIOTIoTN®E TOAULGTEQO O OLROTTE-
da g 0000 AmtelhoU oL avixeL o aPLdmTO XTHOLO TOV TOUTI-
omxre and tovg . Belévn rau [1. Addu-Behévn ue popaind »ti-
oto Beapdtwy, fA. T. Belévng — I1. Addu-Behévn, «Ponaind Béa-
100 01N Gecoarovirny», AEMO 3, 1989, Osooaloviny 1992,
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oAGMvON apaotdda, mthdtovg ~1 . (Ew. 4). H toL-
yomoutor eival dounuévn amorielotird ue mAivBoug
mowtofulaviivav xodvwy, dwaotdoewy 30,8x41x5 gx.
nat 31,2x40%5,5 ex. xou womay) aoud (5-5,5 ex.) ue
LOYVEN AOPECTOXROVIC TAOVOLOL OE XOVOQOROUKO KEQU-
uwa adavi, n oVoTaoN TS ooiag eivatl avaioyrn Tov
doutroU rOVIAUATOS TAEIOTWY TEWTORVLAVTIVAY Uvn-
uelwv g ToAns’. Idwaitepo evdiagépov mapovoldier 1
xofon TAlvBwv mov €xovv rataoxrevaotel PAoel dia-
@opeTrov moda —30,8 nat 31,2 ex.— ®oL 0 EVTOTLOUSS

241-256. To »toLo avtd, ®atd TV VTOOETIXY ATOXATAOTOON
TOV HEAETNTAV TOV, B AvaTTVOGSTAY HETAEY TOV ALVARTOQILOU
OUYXEOTHUATOS TOV 40V-60V ALV RO TNG AVATOALKRNG TAEVQAS
NG LETAYEVEDTEQNS TOV EALOUEVOV QWUaix0oU »TNelov Beaud-
TV TEWTORVCaVTIVIS emLoxomXig BactMrS Tov SYPov Sov
aldva.

7Bl K. Geoyapidov, H apyitextovixi tov vaou tns Ayilas Sopiag
ot Osooalrovizn (Anuooiedpata Tov Agyatohoyroy Agktiov
52), Abfva 1994, 159. K. ©. Pdrtng, Axeipomointog Osooalovi-
#xng. Aoyitextovixny xat yYArtog Sudxoonos (adnuooisvtn dida-
®ntoux1 dratoPn, avowrtig tpdopaong https://www.didaktorika.
gr/eadd/handle/10442/38464), I-11I, Agiototélero TTavemoTiuio
Oecoalovirng, Oeocoarovizny 2016, I1, 468.

AXAEMI” (2022), 33-44
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Euwx. 5. Evogodyiotes mAivlor momtofuviaviivay yoovmy.

neydhov apbuol evogedyotwv mAivimv® (BEw. 5),
OV AVAROVY 0TO OUVOLS Tovg 0Tn devTeEn ondda ue
mhdtog Teda 31,2 ex. -Lovada HETENOoNG UE TNV OOl
@aivetal 0tL €ywve %ol o oxedaoude g raToyng
Tov Vo eE€taon xntnelov. Avogépetal evOERTIXG O

8 Ta modTa, exdedouéva, oxédia eVvopEAyLoTmY TANVOmY amd ™)
Bgooalovinn avirovv otovg Ch. Texier »au R. Popplewell Pul-
lan (Byzantine Architecture; Illustrated by Examples of Edifices
Erected in the East during the Earliest Ages of Christianity with
Historical and Archaeological Descriptions, Aovdivo 1864, 134),
av zat avahoyo oxéda elyav yiver and tov ydrlho medEevo J.-
B. Germain 101 and 1o 1746, BA. oxetr. H. A. Omont, «Inscrip-
tions grecques de Salonique recueillies au XVIIIe siecle par J.-B.
Germain», RAr 1894, 212). Avdloya o0%Edwo. dmuootevtnray
and tov O.Tafrali (Topographie de Thessalonique, Tlogiow 1913,
76 %.g., 153) nat axorotBnoav avagoeés and tov Ch. Diehl yua
v Axerpomointo [Ch. Diehl — M. Le Tourneau — H. Saladin, Les
monuments chrétiens de Salonique (Monuments de l'art byzantin
IV), IMapiow 1918, 58], and tov E. Hébrard yua tn Potdvta [«Les
travaux du Service Archéologique de I’Armée d’Orient a '’Arc de

AXAEMI” (2022), 33-44

KOAQOUKTNOLOTIXOS YLaL TNV TOAN OPOAYIOUATIXOS TUTOS
oV amoteAdeltal amd to povoyoauua ENT, mAoioum-
UEVO aTtd OTOVEOVE %Ol CUVOIEVOUEVO OTtO EVOL YOAUWT,
TOV EMANVIXROU 0APafTOov. 211 OUYRERQUEVT TTEQ (T TW-
o1 aroondotTnray dUo TAivOoL, 0TI 0TOlES TO £V AOYW

Triomphe de Galere et a I'église St-George de Salonique», BCH 44
(1920), 31-32], tov M. Kallwyd yia tqv Ayilo Sogia [«Avoora-
pueal €ogvval gig Tov €v Beooaloviny vaov s Aylog Zogiac»,
ITAE 1936 (1937), 111-118], tovg T. »ar M. Zotnelov yuo tov
vad tov Ayiov Anuntolov (H Baotdixl) to0 Ayiov Anuntoi-
ov Oeooadovixng, Abfva 1952, 235), tov K. ©. Pdmtn ya v
Ayxerpomointo («ITapotnoiosic extl 0QLoUEVDY SopurdY oToLYE(-
oV ™5 Ayelpomotjtov», AEM®O 13, 1999, Gecoohovivn 2001,
219-226), v K. @eoyapidov yia ta mpowtofulavivd telyn g
w6 [K. Theocharidou, «The Walls of Thessaloniki: Evidence
from Brickstamps», Metin Ahunbay’a armagan. Bizans Mimarisi
Uzerine Yazilaz / Gift to Metin Ahunbay. Essays on Byzantine
Architecture (Sanat Tarihi Defterleri / Art History Notebooks 8),
Kwvotavtwvoimoln 2004, 221-235], »ar tig d. Abavaciov, B.
Mdahapa, M. M{Ca ot M. Zapavtidov yio Tig momTtopulaviivég
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novoyoauuo oxohovbeital amd to yoauuata «Ax»° ®ot
«E», nabwg xatr dvo mAivOoL pe hatvind otoved emi
®OxAov!’ Ta ogpaylonata avtd Tov evronilovtal o
A {vBovg 010 0vvoro TV ®TNEilwv ™ Yoteons Aoyat-
ottag oty Oecoalovinn, oyetiCovtal ue T dlevbéTy-
01, TOV VTTOAOYLOUG %Ol TOV TEOTO €AEYYOV, OIS TOV
0TEATO 1 TOV EXIOROTO, EVOS ®EATIXOU SLRTUOV €QY0L-
OTNEIMYV TAQAYWYNS SOULRDY VALKDV YO TV OLVEYEQON
ueydhwv dnuooinv €oymv!l Baoel twv uvnueinov ota
omoia £xovv TeEXUNELWOEL 08 TEM TN YONOT, VITOdELRVT-
ovv éva terminus post quem oTa UECO TOV 50U ALV

@aoels ToV avortoouroy cuyrpotiuatog [«IIhivBor nal ogoa-
yiouoato and to avdxtopo tov laieglov», AEMO 20, 2006,
Oecoalovixn 2008, 299-317. H amoxatdotaon 1wV €0eLTimV
tov Tadeoravou ovyxpotijuatos oty Osooarovixny (1994-
2014). Texunoiwon xar Exsufdoeis, @ecoalovixn 2015, 41-42,
147-149, 183-184, 212]. Tevird ywo evogodyioteg TAivBous and
™ Oeooalovinn, PA. C. Mango, «Byzantine Brickstamps», AJA
1950, 19-27. M. Vickers, «Fifth-Century Brickstamps from Thes-
saloniki», BSA 68 (1973), 285-294. J. Bardill, «Brickstamps», E.
Jeffreys, J. Haldon — R. Cormack (emw.), The Oxford Handbook of
Byzantine Studies, OEpdpdn 2008, 197-199. K. T. Raptis, «Byzan-
tine Bricks and Brickstamps of Thessaloniki / Byzantinische Back-
steine und Backsteinestempel von Thessaloniki» Ziegelei-museum
39 (2022), 28-43.

® Vickers, «Fifth-Century Brickstamps», ¢.w. (vroonu. 8), 286-
290, o%£€d 1-3, miv.1 — timog 1.B1. Raptis, «Byzantine Bricks and
Brickstamps», 6.7t (voonu. 8), 30-33.

10 To ogoedyiona avtd, Tov Bemeeltal CVUBOMOUGS TG ExXAN-
olag, €xel mohardtepa evromiotel oe whivOovg and ) Potdvia,
oe ovvovaord pe povoyoduuato tov timov «ENT», BA. Vickers,
«Fifth-Century Brickstamps», d.7t. (viroonu. 8), 288, 0y£d. 2 — tv-
mog LAS o 1.B.3, nabdg ol og pio mpwtofulavrivy mdivio
ntov PeéBnxre otov [Tpogrtn HAia, oe ovvdvaoud pe adidyvooto
pnovoyoauua xoL otavd, PA. ato dro, 287, ox€d. 1 — timog LLA3.
O (dwog, «A Note on the Byzantine Palace at Thessaloniki», BSA
66 (1971), 369-371. Raptis, «Byzantine Bricks and Brickstamps»,
é.. (vtoonu. 8), 34.

" Pamng, Ayxewpomointos Ocooaovixng, 6.x. (vwoonu. 7), 11,
477. Raptis, «Byzantine Bricks and Brickstamps», ¢.7t. (vrwoonmu.
8), 38. AE(CeL vo. onuetwBel St evopedyioteg mhiviol ue avaloya
XOQAXTNOLOTIXA OTaVICovy 0 WiwTnd xthote g fuiavtivig
TEQLOOOV KAl TAL MYOOTA TAQadEYNOTO ApOQOVY doprnd VARG
oe devtepn xonom, PA. oto dro, 38-42. O drog, «Some Remarks
on the Re-Consumption of Early Byzantine Stamped Bricks and
Tiles in Medieval and Post-Medieval Structures in Thessaloniki»,
Proceedings of the XIIIth Congress AIECM3 on Medieval and
Modern Period Mediterranean Ceramics (Granada, November 13,
2021) (vr6 éxdoom).
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Euwx. 6. Kdtoyn s avaoxapnig.

Suvdvdlovtag Tic TANEOPOoEES TOV dUVATOL VO VTAY-
00UV ad o AVOTEQW EVENUOTO KUl EAEYXOVTOS TOUC
GEoveg mov VTOdEXVUOVY 0L VO HaQUAQLVOL TEGOOL, 1
TOEAAANAY TTOOC 0V TOVS TALVOGHTIOTY TOLYOTTOLIOL HOLL 1)
wovadni aroxalvgpdeion tapaotdda g (Ew. 6), diva-
TaL va Sl TuTmBovv wg vtoBéoels egyaoiog Ta ®ATwoL:

H napoaotddo dev ouumimter ne vovévay amd tovg
000 PoEUAQIVOUE TEGOOVE TTOV EVTOTIOTNXRAY OLVALOKCL-
pwa, evBuypauuitetal, motdoo, ue ™ B€on un amoxa-
M@Bévia mbavade meoooy mov dUvatal vo votedel
OTL VYloTaTo 08 AVAAOYN aTdoTOO0T TEOS Boppd, opi-
Covtag »atd TOV TEOTO AUTO TECCOOTOLYIM, 1 OOl
ovvoedTay ue eynaooLo TGEM Ue THV TAMVOORTLOTY TOL-
YOTOLIOL 0T OV TOMXA.

H meooootouyio ®at n wapdAAnAn QO TOVS TEC-
00v¢ OAGTAVOT TOLOTTOLlO Elval »dBeTeC oTOV fOOELO

AXAEMI” (2022), 33-44



AHMOZXIO KTHPIO BOPEIQZ THZ EIIZKOIIIKHX BAXIAIKHE XTH GEXXAAONIKH

TOMH T-T

4,000 (1420)

| TBOAOY

Euwx. 7. YnoOetixni awoxatdotaon cardo ue mAevoLxés meooo-
otouyies ueta v tov decumanus maximus xai TOV QVOTOAL-
®OU TUAUATOS TNG Emtoxomixis faotiixns. Kdtoyn xai toun.

TO(YO TN TEVTARALTING EMLOROTULRNC BACIALRNG RAL OTOV
GEova tov decumanus maximus, SO AVTOS TEXUNQL-
@WONre and TIg ovaoragéc Tov Metpd '

Bdoel twv wg dvm, dedouévov dtL oty BEon auty vo-
hoyitetar évag cardo tov ovuueTEWMOU, WTTOdAUELOV,
moheodouxov 1otov e “Yoteong Apyatdtnract? not
AOY® ™S neydng andotaong HetaEl TV TECODV Rl
™G TAVOORTIOTNG TOLYOTTOLI0G OTOL AVATOMXA, 1 OO0l
vrepPaivel ta 8 ., Bo wwopovoe, ue TNV VIOOETIRY

2 BA. oyet. Baowewddov — TCefoévn, «Metaoynuatiopol tov
00ROV YDEOV», 6.5t (VToonu. 5), 49, eux. 11.

3 M. Vitti, H moieodouixn e56MEn e Osooalovixns axd v
idovon g éwg tov F'adéoto, ABfva 1996, 67-86, ydoteg 2-3, 5.
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uecoAdpmomn pag devteens TapdAMANG TtecoooToyiag,
va. aroxataotadel oty B€on avty €vag cardo, TAGTOVS
4-4,5 ., L€ UVNUELORES TTEOOOOTNOIRTES OTOEC TAATOVS
3. (Ewt. 7), avaAoyog te TOUE TAQOUOLMY dLALOTAOEWY
cardines e TAEVQLXES TEGCOOTNQLATES OTOES, TTOV EVTO-
TOTNRAV OVOORAQPIKAE 0TO VYOS TV 00DV ZOoPORAE-
ovc!, TIAGtwvoc! xou [ootép!e.

Ko otig toeLs mepuntioels xdfetmy 0dwv tng “Yote-
oNg AQYOGTNTOG UE TECCOOTHOXTES OTOES, TOV EVIO-
wlotN®av 010 TaEEABSY, oL Teoool Oev HTav HOQUA-
owot oAlG xtotol. H ddunom tovg €€ ohoxAjpov ue
TAlvBoug €xeL aVALOYD XOLQORTNOLOTIXA UE TNV TTAEV-
o1 toryomoLio ue TV Taootdda, N omole paiveTal
vou 0o TeAEl TO avaToArd GpLo Tov Vitd eEETaoN OTW-
oV ®tnetov. H yonom otn ovyrexouévn mepimtmon
LaQUAQLYMV LWOVOMBLRDY TECOMYV YO TN OTHOLEN T®V
T0E0OTOL(LDOV TV TAEVOH®V OTODV B0 wropovoe va
dwaohoynBel Aoyw tng B€ong Tov OUYRERQUEVOU —
vrotBéuevov— cardo oto Gueco EQPAALOY TNG €L~
o%OTRNS Paoilnng, 0g wo TeQiodo mov 1 @ecoaho-
Virn avadLopoQ@MVETOL UE UVNUELALXO TEOTO RATA TA,
TEATLITO TS TEWTEVOVOaC!.

4 Ané tig 0t0ég Tov cardo otov dEova g ovyyovng 060U Zo-
PoxAéovs, OV dLOTAVEWVATAY UE TOV decumanus maximus
oTOV GEoVa TG ONUEQLVHS 000U Ayiov Anuntelov, elyav eviomi-
otel dddena TAVOIRTIOTOL TEGCO( TOV AVATTHOCOVTIOV OTOV
GEova Boppd-Ndtov xat 6otlav v avatoixny otod tov, Thd-
tovg 2,50 w., BA. X. Mmaxtotlic (emu.), Swotixi Avaoxaei
Aywyovu Ypevons Osooalovixng II(2000-2002), A’ (Tetpddo
Agyaohoylog 4), (§xdoon og Yneraxd dioxo dedousvov), Oto-
coAovixn 2006, 318-321.

5 Anté 115 010ég 1oV cardo otov GEova TG oUYeovNg 000U TTAG-
TOVOG, TOU SLOOTAVEMVOTOV UE TOV decumanus maximus ®ou
aroTeLOVoE TNV TEOG VOTO €€ T0.01 ToV cardo g 000U Zogo-
%nA€0VG, EVIOTIOTNROY TECOEQELS TECOOL TOV AVTILOTOLYOVV 0T
dutni| otod tov, PA. Et. Baoukeiddov — N. Talapds, «METPO
Beooarovixng 2007», AEMO 21, 2007, @ecoarovixn 2010, 239-
240, oy€d. 6. Baouketddov — TCefoévn, «Meto.oynuatiopnol touv
00T*OU YDEOV», 6.7t (VToonu. 5), 36.

1 H uvnuetoxy dloudoewon tmv vdfetmv 0ddV Thg VOTEQOQM-
naixig xor mpwtopfuviaviivig Oecoakovinng pe mecocootolyieg
yia ™) 0THELEN TS AVOOOUNS TV TAEVQX®Y OTOMYV TOVS dLaTTL-
ot®Onre xat og cardo 0To VYog g dtaydviag 000U Taotég, PA.
oyet. N. Kapudag, «Avaoragés oty 0d6 [Maotép »at oL mpdteg
evdelEelg ywa ™ pvnuewary dwapndpemwon g 0dov Ay. Anun-
tolov», AEM® 15, 2001, @ecoarovixn 2003, 309-320.

17 Pamng, «Agyrtextovind éoya», 6.0 (vroonu. 4), 581.
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O wvnuewaro¥ yapoaxrtioo cardo Ba ovvédee tov
decumanus maximus (& TO OVOTOMXO TUNUO TNG ETTL-
oxomuxNg faoihric. Aaupdvovtog de vdyn v TEo-
o@ata L TVTOUEVY TEATOON RATATAENS TS TEWTO-
Bulovtivic emioromirng faothxig Tng ToAng otis fa-
olAréc ue eyrndoto xhitog'®, o ev Adym otmindg cardo
0o amotehovoe, oe emimedo aEYLTEXRTOVIROU OYEdLO-
Opov, TNV EMEXTAON TOV €YXAQOLOV XA{TOVS TNG. XNV
mepimtwon avty, Og, Ba odnyovoe oe ewralduevo Bv-
paio avowyua g Popelag amdinEnEe touv eyrdoolov
®A{Tove.

ITapddoEo mapauével, moTG00, OTNV TEQITTWON OLV-
™, T0 LEYAAO TAYOC TNS TOLYOTOLIOGS TTOV OLALUOQPMDVEL
TO AVOTOALRG GQLO TN OTOAC, TO 0TO(0 YWE(C TEOPUL-
VI LVOAUUOTIZG §} OYVOWTIXG YOLEORTAO dVVATOL VO
artohoynBel u6vo wg poéag BolmTNG AVmIOUNS UEYE-
AV SL00TAOEMYV.

H meprypaph tov peydhov mdyovg xot VPoug oAo-
tAvBov toixov, mov vroloyiletal va diatnoeital gv
ROTOYWDOEL 08 VYOGS 5 ., ElVOL aVAAOYN Ue AVTHY €TEQNG,
emiong TadAMNANG TEog TV VIS €EETAON TEGOOOTOL-
xia, douic wov evromiotnrne 0To TORENOSY 0TO 0L OTTE-
S0 e Iatpdoyov Imaxeiun 1. H emyoaunating dnuo-
OleVon TS AVAORAPNE TOV £V AGYW otromédov oTto Ap-
xatoroyixov Agdtiov tov 1963, mov ovvodevetal and
WLOL YEVIXEVUEVT HATOYT TWV CLOYLTEXTOVIXDV ROTAAO(-
TOV TOV EVTOTIOTNUAY, AVOPEQEL OTL «gVEEDN Uyog
tolyog owlouévou uirovg 19 w. xot uéylotov mdyovg
4,30 w. [...] nateorgvoouévog €€ ohoxhjoov S mhiv-
Bwv» [...] Tov «AGyw TOV PEYGAOV TTAYOVS ROl VYOS OLv-
10V, £€0108 TNV EVIUTWOLY PQOVQLAATS XOUTUOXREVT O 1.

Evtdooovtag 10 0UVOAO TWV 0QYLTEXTOVIADV KO-
TOAO{TIWYV NG EMLOROTUXNS PACIAMKRNG, TNS TAAALAS QVaL-
oxagng Tov owromédov s ITatordoyov Imaxein 1 »at
TWV TEOCEOATMV EVENUWATWY O VO EVICLIO TOTOYQU-
Qo 0Y€dL0, TEORVTTEL GTL TOGO 0 OASTALVOOC usyag

18 Patng, «OQLOUEVES TAQUTNONOELS ROl EQOTHUATA», G.7. (VTTO-
onw. 2), ew. 14

Y@, Agocoyudvvy, «<Meoatwvirde Maxedoviog. A” Aylo Zogia,
N Agyodtreg eig oindmedov Popeimg thg Ayilag Zogiac», AA
18 (1963), B2 — Xpovrd [1965], 240-241, 0. 1. TTpémer, moTd-
00, Vo ONUELWOED GTL 1) TEQLYQUPY TOV CLQYLTEXTOVIXMY RATA-
holmwv dev tavtiletar andhvta we 1 dUOCLEVUEVY ®ATOYN),
oV omoio dev oNUELDVETOL 1) ETAAANAID TOV AQYLTEXTOVIXDY
ROTOAO(TTWV SLAPOQETIXHY TOAVAS PACEMV TOV EVIOTIOTNHAY
0710 0LROTEDO.
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Euwx. 8. YrobOetixn amoxatdotaon S{Svuov oTmixov xTnoiov
ue xevrouxn meooootoryia. Karoyn xat toun.

T0Y0S OV €lye evromiotel To 1963 oto mpog dvoude ot-
%®07ed0, 600 %ol 1 TEAOPATO amoxaivpdeioa TAvOo-
doun, TEQQ aTS T SOULKT KOL LOQPOAOYLXT TOUC OUOL-
4TNTA, LOATEXOVV aTtd TN LoLeudovy tecoootolyio. Ta
ToaTdve vrodenviovy mBavétata ot B€on avtm
EVOL WVNUELOXDV OLLOTAOEMY OTWILRO ®TNOLO, We Oldv-
uec 0toée, mhdtovg ~8 w. (Ew. 8), To 0molo avartvood-
tav otov dEova Boppd-Ndtov, otnyv enéxntoon tov mi-
Bavoroyouuevou eyrdQoLov ®ALTOVS TNG EMLOROTUHRNG
Boothixic.

Evalhoxtivd g meog thv meonyovuevy vrdbeon,
TO UELOVERTNUA TNS OTTO(0C EVTOTILETAL OTNV AVATTUEY
wWaitepa evEEmv naL ®at ETEXTOON VYNADV eyrdQ-
oV T6EWY, ue dvoryua vrepdUTAGoLo ToV TAGTOVS TV
T6Ewv mov avaxTiococoviay HETOEY TWV TECCWYV OTOV

AXAEMI” (2022), 33-44
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Euwx. 9. YrnoOetixi amoxatdotaon oTmixoU XTNoiov UE TOELS
TAQAAANAES TEGTOOTOLYIES TTOV YEQUOBVOVTAY OTNV AVSouT]
oo Staotavpovueva mAvioxtiota toa. Kdatoyn xou toun.

%notd wirog dEova (Boppd-NGtov) tov ®xtnoiov, »al de-
douévov 6L M ardoTaon ueTaEl TV HoEUAQLYMYV TEC-
OV 1oL TOV TAQAOTASWV TMV TAVOGKTIOTWV TAEVQLR DV
towomoudv eivar ~7,80 . (25 nddeg), Miyo ueyalitepo
amo 10 Wirog dVo eXdAANAwY T6EWV TN TECCOOTOLYIOC
otov GEova Boppd-Nétov ovumepthappovousévon tou
mhGTovg ToU ueta &l tovg mecooy [(3,12x2)+0,96=7,20
w.], Ba frav eElcov, av Gyt mTeQLoabTEQO, THAVOV EXO-
TEQMWOEV TNG EVIOMIOUEVNS TECCOOTOLXIOG KOl UETUEY
QVTNE XOL TV TTAEVQLXMY TOLYOTTOLLDY TOV XTIV VoL
aAVOTTVOOOTOY aTd Wit EMLITAEOV TEGOOOTOLYICL. TNV
mepimTwon avty, to vd eE€taon dpound xtiowo Oa
SLorEOTAY E0MTEQLRA OE TECOEQELS TAQAAAIAES LOO-
mAateilc 0toée, mAdtovg ~3,40 ., mov Ba opitovrav and

AXAEMI” (2022), 33-44
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Euwx. 10. YroOetini amoxatdotaon OTmwixoy XTnoiov Ue TOELS
TAQAAANAES TEGTOOTOLYIES TOV YEQUQWVOVTAY OTNV AVWOO-
un oo TAvOoxTLoTo ToSa oToVv dSova A-A. Kdtoyn xou toun].

toeic waméyovoec netaly tovg meccootouyiec (Ew. 9,
10). H 6olowti avmdouq twv otodv Ba dtav duvatd
vo amoQTitetal eite amd €va dintvo younhdv otaveo-
BoAlmv M youniov aonidmv ue ovueuy Aogio mov Ba
@épovtav amd dooTaveoUneva TAVOORTIOTA TOEQ,
to. oroia Ba. oVVEDEAY TOVC TECOCOUC UETAEY TOVS KoLl
UE TIS TOLQAOTAOES TOV TAEVQLRDV OAOTALVOWYV TOLYO-
moudv (Ew. 9), elte and mapdAinhiec ueta&d tovg,
eYRAQOLES WC TTOOC TOV KOTA Ux0g dEova tov ntneiov,
NUIRVALVOQIXRES nOUGQES, OL Omoles B @épovtay amd
TAWVOORTIOTO TOEQ TTOV B CVVEDEQY TOVS TTEGOOUS Ue-
TaEV TOVC ROl UE TIC TAQOUOTAOES TWV TAEVQLXMY TOL-
YOTOULWY, OLAUOQPDVOVTAE TOEOOTOLYIES TEGTAQWY TO-
Ewv otV xatevdvvon Avatohic-Avong (Ewx. 10).
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e Gheg TIG VTOOETINES ATORATAOTAOELS TOV UEYA-
Aov otwiroU ®Tnelov we wio v Teelg TaQAAANAeS TEO-
00O0TOLY(ES, M ETIAOYN UOQUAQLVDV TECOMYV WUEYAANC
dtatoung, avii ®ovoy, oyetiCetol mbavotato we
OTNELEN neyYalmv @optimy mov vregéfatvay movo-
ToTo AUTd ™S B0AMTHS Avmdouic TV otowy. Asdoué-
vou &g GTL OL TAEVQLRES TOLYOTTOLIEC —TO UEYAAO TAYOC
TV omoimv eyyiCet, av dev EemepVvd, aUTo TMV TEYXDV
™G TOANG— PEQETAL VO (W) PEQOVY ALVOIYUOLTCL, TO OTW-
X0 ®THELO OTO OO0 GAVNROUV OL OITOXOAVPOEVTES
EC00(, AmoTeLel TOAVAHS TNV VITodoun eVOg AyvVwaoTou
wnuelarov dnuociov »Tneiov wov Ba (otato avmbey
™V BoAwTig avmdourg Tmv vd eEETaon OTOMVY R,
ASym e B€ome Tov, Popeimg Tov ewalduevov eyxdo-
OLoV ®ALTOVS NG EMLOROTIXNS PoolALnng, Ba elye dueon
OYEON UE AUTNV.

H wopgn »at n Aertovpylo evég avdloyov xwtnol-
ov otn B€on avTi TaEAUEVEL aLviynativy, oxetitetal,
wWOoTO00, Ue TS eVEUTEQES TOoAeodoULrES alhaYES TOU
OUVTELOUVTAL OTO TEAY TOV S0V ®OLL TIC AQYES TOV 6OV OlL-
@vo 0t OE0OAAOVIRY RATOOTQATNYWVTAS YL TOWTY
@0Qa TNV TEOVTAEYOVON LTTOSAUELD AVOVIXOTNTO .

Touyomoileg avahoyov mdxovs oe B0AOORETEIC OTOEC
amavIovyv ovvnbéotepa oe mepixrevroa BohmTd HTH-
oL, 6wg oty diduun 0Tod TOv CVVOETOV ORTAYDVOU
topd ™ Xovor [TV, og xpurtéc 0toéc? 1 o€ peyalmyv

2 Pamng, «Apytentovind €oya», d.m. (vroonu. 4), 580-581. BA
oaxdun Raptis, «Late Antique Thessalonike» 6.. (vToonu. 2).

2 Parng, «OQLOUEVES TAQATNQNOELS ®OL EQMTAUATO», O.7. (VTTO-
onu. 2), 6mov n tohaidteen Piphoyoapio.

2 Tw ™ Pouainy Ayopd g @ecoalovinng xot v exel €vto-
TOUEVN ®QUATY 0T0d, BA. X. Mmaxitlie, «Ilepl Tov ovyrQoTi-
natog s Ayods g Oscoalovinng, Aoxaia Maxedovia, 11,
Bgooalovinn 1977, 257-269. O drog, «H Ayopd g Geooalro-
vinng oto TOALOYQLOTIAVIRG YOOVIO», Actes du Xe Congres in-
ternational d’archéologie chrétienne Thessalonique, 28 septembre
— 4 octobre 1980, 11, @eccarovixn 1984, 5-19. J.-M. Spieser, Thes-
salonique et ses monuments du 1Ve au Vle siécle. Contribution &
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OL0LOTAOEWY RLVOTEQVES, OL OTTOIES, OTNV TEQITMTWON TNG
TOMTEVOVOOS —TO TOAEOOOUIKS TEATUTO NG Oomoiog
arOAOVOOUY TO QEYLTEXTOVIXA £0Y0L TOV TEMYWOU 60V
aldva oty Oeooalovinn®— Poloxovrav oe dueon oyé-
01 UE ONUAVTIXG XTNOLL INUOOLAE OLQYLTERTOVIXNG CLITO-
TEADVTOS LEQOC TNE VITOOOUNS TOVS XL XWEOoBeTOVVTOY
eYYUTaTo 0TOV RaBedQIXE VAG %Ol TO AVORTOQLRO OV-
yrEOTHUa 2,

e ®00e TEQITTWON, O ATOCTACUATIROS XUQURTY-
0c TV gvpnudtwy dev dvvatal vo dwoel oagn amd-
vinon ote tntiuato Tov tEtnxray, to omoia Taooué-
VOUV OVOLXTA WS vobBéoelg epyaoiog yio ueAAOVTLIXY
Stepevvnon rot ovtyTnon.

Pétude d’'une ville paléochrétienne, ABYvo. — Iapiol 1984, 82-89.
I. Behévng, «H apyaio ayopd tg Osooarovinng, AAA 23-28
(1990-1995), 129-141. Hattersley-Smith, Byzantine Public Archi-
tecture, 8.7t. (voonu. 4), 120-122. T1. AdGu-Belévn, «<H dendyoovn
mopelo. eQyaowdv oty Ayaion Ayopd ©Oeocahovizng 1989-
1999», T1. Adau-Behévy (em.), Agxaia Ayopd Osooalovixng,
L Hoaxtixd Amueoidas yia tig eoyaoies twv etwmv 1989-1999,
®ecoaiovivn 2001, 15-38.

2 Pamne, «Apytextovind goya», 6.0t (vroonu. 4), 580-581. BA
axdun Raptis, «Late Antique Thessalonike» ¢.7t. (vToonu. 2).

2 Two Tig #votépveg Tov v8QodoTXoT duwtiov g Kovotavti-
voumtong »at ™) BE0m TOVg 0TH UVnuELoXY Tomoyeapia g fula-
vTwig tomtevovoag, fh. W. Miiller-Wiener, Bildlexicon zur Topo-
graphie Istanbuls, Tibingen 1977, 280-285. BA. axdun C. Mango,
«The water supply of Constantinople», C. Mango — G. Dagron — G.
Greatrex (emw.), Constantinople and its Hinterland. Papers from
the Twenty-Seventh Spring Symposium of Byzantine Studies, Aov-
dtvo 1995, 9-18. Cur¢ic, Architecture in the Balkans, 6. (voon.
4), 94-95.

Ilpoérevon ewxévov

Ew.1: Zxédio Kovotavtivov ©. Pamtn xnoaw Elevbepiog Paviidov.
Ew. 2-5: dwtoypapies Kwvotavtivov ©. Pdstn (Agyelo Epogeiog
Agyarotitov [I6Ang @eooarovivng / EPATION). Ew. 6: Anoty-
nwon ot oxedlaon Elevbeplag Paviidov (Apyeio EPATION).
Ew. 7-10: Merétn Kwvotaviivov ©. Pamtn xatr Ehevbeplog da-
vtidov. Zxediaon ErevBegiog Pavtidov.
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Konstantinos T. Raptis - Eleftheria Fantidou

SOME OBSERVATIONS AND QUESTIONS REGARDING
EARLY BYZANTINE ARCHITECTURE IN THESSALONIKI:
THE PUBLIC BUILDING TO THE NORTH OF THE EPISCOPAL BASILICA

T his short paper presents the architectural remains of
an unknown Early Byzantine monumental building with
marble pillars and brick-built walls, some parts of which
have been recently unearthed in the area to the north of
the apse and the, recently proposed, transept of the Ear-
ly Byzantine Episcopal basilica of Thessaloniki (Fig. 1).

In a trench dug within the framework of a construc-
tion project of the Water Supply and Sewerage Company
of Thessaloniki, the upper part of a marble monolith-
ic pillar was found in situ (Fig. 2). The rectangular, al-
most square, pillar, with section 0.96x0.86m, bears an
impost-pillar-capital with undecorated beveled sides. Its
upper surface, 1.08m long and 0.97m wide has traces
of lime mortar, applied to the marble, which indicate a
possible superstructure; most probably the springing of
brick-built arches.

At a distance of 3.10-3.12m (10 feet) to the north,
part of the impost capital of a similar monolithic marble
pillar was also located in situ (Fig. 3). These findings, if
combined, indicate the possible existence of a monumen-
tal row of marble pillars developed on the N-S axis.

Notwithstanding the fact that it was possible to
reveal only the upper part of the two monolithic mar-
ble pillars, their total height, including the impost-pil-
lar-capital and a hypothetical, similar in form, base, was
estimated, based on their cross-section, at 4.50m up to
4.60m. Therefore, and since their upper surface has been
detected at an absolute altitude of 12.50m, their feet
could probably be estimated at 7.90-8m, a level that is
identical with that of the Early Byzantine period in this
area of the city, as indicated by the floors of both the late
Sth-century Episcopal basilica, just a few meters to the
south, and of the early 6th-century circular forum (peri-
style plaza), which has been unearthed just to the south
of the decumanus maximus and to the northwest of the
atrium of the Episcopal basilica.

At 8.72-874m (28 feet) to the east of the marble
pillars, a parallel brick-built wall of maximum exposed

AXAEMI” (2022), 33-44

height of 2m and revealed thickness up to 3.60m, was
also excavated. At the western, revealed, side of this
brickwork, a likewise brick-built pilaster, ~1m wide,
is developed (Fig. 4). The masonry consists exclusive-
ly of Early Byzantine bricks with exact dimensions
30.8x41x5cm and 31.2x40x5.5cm, and lime mortar, rich
in coarse-grained aggregates, the texture of which is
analogous to the structural mortar of most of the Early
Byzantine monuments of the city. Of particular interest
is the identification of a large number of characteristic
brickstamps (Fig. 5), which indicate a terminus post
quem in the middle of the 5th century.

Combining the information drawn from these find-
ings and taking into consideration the axes indicated
by (a) the two marble pillars, (b) the parallel brick-built
walls, and (c) its only revealed brick-built pilaster (Fig.
6), the following research hypotheses could be proposed:

The brick-built pilaster of the wall does not corre-
spond with either of the two marble pillars, found during
the excavation. However, it is aligned with a, hypotheti-
cal, undiscovered identical pillar at a similar distance to
the north of the unearthed pair; thus, a row of marble
pillars, which was apparently connected with brick-built
arches with the masonry to the east, is defined.

Both the row of marble pillars and the parallel ma-
sonry are perpendicular to both the north wall of the
five-aisled Episcopal basilica and the axis of the de-
cumanus maximus of the city.

On the basis of the aforementioned observations,
having in mind that, according to the symmetrical de-
velopment of the Hippodamian urban grid, a Late An-
tique cardo is expected in this area, and due to the dis-
tance of ca. 8.7m between the marble piers and the brick
masonry to the east, wherein a second parallel row of
piers could be supposedly inserted, a cardo (Fig. 7), ca.
4-4.5m wide, analogous to three other cardines found
elsewhere in Thessaloniki, could be hypothetically re-
stored on this site. This monumental cardo would lead
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from the decumanus maximus to the eastern part of the
Episcopal basilica, and its, recently proposed, transept.

However, the extreme thickness of the masonry that
forms the eastern boundary of the supposed portico
remains paradoxical; since it has no obvious defensive
character, this structure could be justified only if it once
bore a massive vaulted superstructure.

The description of the newly unearthed brick-built
wall, which is preserved at an estimated height of ca. 5m,
bears close resemblance to the description of a masonry
unearthed in 1963 during the excavation of the opposite
plot to the west: “a large wall of 19m surviving length
and maximum thickness 4.30m was found [..] made en-
tirely of bricks” [...] which “due to its great thickness and
height, gave the impression of a fortified construction”.

Incorporating (a) the architectural remains of the
Episcopal basilica, (b) the simplified plan of the old exca-
vation, and (c) the recent finds into a single topographic
plan, it appears that both masonries, apart from their
structural and morphological similarity, are equidistant
from the row of the marble piers. Thus, a monumental
building with two, possibly underground or semi-under-
ground, porticoes (Fig. 8), each ca. 8m wide, could be
hypothetically proposed on the site just to the north of
the eastern part of the Episcopal basilica, and its, hypo-
thetical so far, transept.

Alternatively to the previous study case, due to the
large width of this double portico, two more rows of iden-
tical marble piers could be hypothetically reconstructed
on both sides of the discovered one, and in the middle
of the distance between the discovered marble piers and
the pilasters of the lateral brick-built walls. In this case,
which in both architectural and structural terms seems
more possible, the large public building under consider-
ation would have been divided into four parallel porti-
coes, ~3,40 m wide, by three rows of possibly identical
marble pillars (Figs 9, 10).

In this case the vaulted superstructure of the galler-
ies could consist of (a) either a network of low groin- or
sail-vaults that would have been supported by intersect-
ing brick-built arches connecting the pillars with each
other and with the pilasters of the lateral walls, or (b)
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parallel to each other, transverse to the longitudinal axis
of the building, barrel-vaults, supported by brick-built
arches that would have connected the pillars with each
other and with the pilasters of the side masonry only on
the E-W axis (Fig. 10).

In all the aforementioned cases, either with one or
three parallel pillars, the use of marble rectangular pil-
lars, instead of columns, is most probably related to the
support of an extremely massive superstructure, which
probably exceeded the vaults of the porticoes in ques-
tion. Given that the lateral walls, the thickness of which
exceeds that of the city walls, seem to have no openings,
these pillared porticoes probably comprised the sub-
structure of an unknown monumental public building
that would have stood above their vaulted superstruc-
ture, and because of its location, to the north of the
supposed transept of the Episcopal basilica, would be
directly related to it.

The form and function of such a building on this site
remains enigmatic, however it is related to the wider ur-
ban changes that took place in the late 5th and early 6th
century in Thessaloniki, abolishing for the first time the
pre-existing Hippodamian regularity.

Masonries of similar thickness in vaulted porticoes
are more common in concentric vaulted buildings, such
as in the two-aisled ambulatory of the double-shelled Oc-
tagon near the Golden Gate, in cryptoportica, or in large
cisterns that, in the case of the Byzantine capital, were
connected with important buildings of public architec-
ture, comprising their substructure, and were located
close to the cathedral and the palatial complex.

In any case, the partial discovery of these findings
cannot provide a clear answer to the questions raised in
the paper, which remain open as research hypotheses for
future investigation and discussion.
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