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Liudmila G. Khrushkova

PITYOUS, THE ANCIENT CHRISTIAN CENTER OF THE CAUCASUS

H ITitvovc (onu. IIitoovvra) eivai éva amd ta mataiote-
oa emoxomixd xEvtoa Tov Kavxdoov. O moidTos vo.og
HTIOTNKE EXTOS TWV TELDGV TOU Qwuaixov castellum.
21¢ apxés tov 100V aidve xTioTnNrE EVaS TOOVANLOG
VaOS WG €00Q TOV QOYLETLOXOTOU ZWTNOLOVTOAEWS.
Kata v avaoxagixi wepiodo 2006-2007 amoxalv-
@ONxE 0LXLOTIXO OVY*EOTHUA SiTAC OTOV BOQELO TOI-
XO TOU TQOVAQ IOV VaOU, TO OTOL0 XOOVOAOYEITAL OTNY
“Yoteon Aoyxaitotnta. O StwAdg vaos nrav 1 toitn ex-
®Anoio TG TOANS.

A€Eerg nAherdra

TITadatoyototiavixi] mepiodog, ueoatwvixi xeQiodog, vaol,
meotoxn tov Ilovrov, Kavraoog, Auryalia, ITitvovs.

The name of the city “Pityous the Great” (ITitvovc 6
uéyoc) dates back to Strabo. In modern studies, the city is
often referred to as Pityunt, Pityunta, Pityonta; this name
comes from the form of the oblique cases of the Greek
toponym Pityous. The Abkhazian name of Pityous is
Mzahar (or Mzahra), the Georgian name is Bi¢vinta. The
current toponym Pitsunda derives from the name Pezonda
of Italian nautical charts of the Late Middle Ages.

There were three Christian architectural complex-
es in Pityous. The oldest one, dating back to the early
Christian period, is located within the walls of the an-
cient city. Another complex, the largest one, is located
outside the walls, in the cemetery area. It includes sever-
al churches built during the S5th-10th centuries, as well as
a residential complex dated to Late Antiquity. The third
religious center of Pityous was the double church dated

* Lomonosow State University, Moscow, Khrushkova L@list.ru
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Pityous (modern Pitsunda) is one of the oldest Epi-
scopal centers in the Caucasus. The first church was
built outside the walls of the Roman castellum. At the
beginning of the 10th century a domed church was
erected as the cathedral of the archbishop of Soteri-
oupolis. During the 2006-2007 excavation sessions, a
residential complex was discovered next to the north
wall of the domed church; this complex dates to Late
Antiquity. A double church became the third Chris-
tian center of Pityous.

Keywords

Early Christian period; Medieval period; churches; Pontic
Area; Caucasus; Abkhazia; Pityous.

to the 6th century, which is also located in the cemetery
area. This article outlines the most important results of
the Pityous study, including the results of our own exca-
vations, most of which have not yet been published.

Brief history of the exploration of the city

The city of Pityous has been studied better than other
historical centers of the eastern Black Sea coast (Figs 1,
2). The first author to leave us with a whole collection
of iconographic documents was a missionary priest
and a member of the Theatines order, Don Cristoforo
de Castelli (1600-1659). He spent decades in Colchis;
Castelli’s reports (Relazione) on his journey to Colchis
are accompanied by many drawings. The drawing of the

** The paper was translated from the Russian by Innokenty Gelbak.
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Fig. 1. The Black Sea east coast in the Byzantine era. Map of the region with indications of churches and bishoprics.

Pitsunda Church (i.e. the domed church) occupies a whole
sheet!' (Fig. 3). In front of the southern entrance is a
porch; a similar porch existed on the northern side. Its
foundations were discovered by our excavations in 2009.
This picture reflects the existence in Pitsunda of the cult
of the Cross and the cult of the Pillar.

The next important iconographic document about
the Pitsunda Church appeared almost two hundred years
later. It is a depiction of the church by Frédéric Dubois
de Montpéreux (1798-1850), a Swiss scholar, who made
his trip to the Western Caucasus and the Crimea in 1833.

! Don Christoforo de Castelli, Fra Mddizzaro al re di georgiani,
Album 3 Qq E 92, fol. s/p (Copy of the Biblioteca Comunale di
Palermo). L. G. Khrushkova, Bocmounoe Ilpuueprnomopve 6 eusan-
mutickyio anoxy. Ucmopus. Apxumexmypa. Apxeonozus (= The East-
ern Black Sea Region in the Byzantine era. Architecture. Archaeo-
logy), Kaliningrad — Moscow 2018, fig. 79.
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Fig. 2. Pityous during the 4th-10th centuries, schematic plan:
(1) Religious complex intra muros, 4th-6th centuries; (2) Tow-
er, 6th century; (3) Double church, 6th century; (4) Architec-
tural complex, 5th-10th centuries.
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Fig. 3. Pityous, the domed church, drawing by Don Cristoforo de Castelli (1600-1659) (Copy of the Bib-

lioteca Comunale di Palermo).

Fig. 4. Pityous, the domed church, drawing by F. Dubois de Montpéreux (1839).
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Fig. 5. Pityous, cemetery. Plan of the architectural complex extra
muros. First phase: a martyrium and a chapel with a semicircu-
lar apse, second half of the 5th century; Second phase: cruciform
church with three apses, second half of the 6th century.

Dubois depicts the Pitsunda Church from the southwest?
(Fig. 4). These iconographic documents of the 17th and
19th centuries indicate that the Pitsunda Church was in
a reasonably good condition®. In the second half of the
19th century, art historians also became interested in
Abkhazia. In 1873, the best-known Russian Byzantinist
Nikodim P. Kondakov (1844-1925)% drew attention
to the large domed church in Pitsunda. Thus, the large
domed church of Pitsunda was well known to travelers,
architectural historians, and archaeologists.

The Pitsunda Archaeological Expedition began work
in 1952, under the direction of Andria M. Apakidze.
The excavations continued until 19925 The first Christian

2 F. Dubois de Monpéreux, Voyage autour du Caucase chez les Tther-
kesses et les Abkhazes en Colchide, en Géorgie, en Arménie et en
Crimée, 1, Paris 1839, 223-232. Atlas, Neuchatel 1843, 3e série, pl. 1.
3 F. Dubois de Monpéreux, Voyage autour du Caucase, op.cit. (n.
2), 232.

4 L. G. Khrushkova, “Nikodim P. Kondakov”, Personenlexikon zur
christlichen Archiologie, 2, Regensburg 2012, 751-755.

5 A. M. Apakidze (ed.), Benuxuii ITumuynm (= Great Pityount), I-111,
Thilisi 1975-1978.
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church, the cathedral of Stratophilus, was built outside
the walls of the Roman castle. Later it was rebuilt twice
and surrounded by the wall of a larger fortress. The fourth
church on this site was a single-nave church, which was
built in the second half of the 6th century®. In an area
to the south-east of the castellum, in the cemetery of
Pityous, one more religious complex was found. Initially
two buildings appeared here: a small martyrium which
included an anthropoid sarcophagus and two tombs, as
well as a chapel with a semicircular apse. This complex
can be dated to the second half of the 5th century. In the
second half of the 6th century a cruciform church with
three apses was built on its remains’ (Fig. 5). The large
domed church of the 10th century was built near the cru-
ciform church on account of the special significance of
the site. To sum up, the area contains constructions of
different eras. In the other cemetery of Pityous, Teymu-
raz M. Mikéladzé discovered the double church of the
early Christian period®

In 2006-2009 we continued the excavations of the two
monuments in Pityous. The double church in the cem-
etery has been completely excavated. It was not possi-
ble to excavate the territory adjacent to it, because the
church is surrounded from all sides by trees. A pine is
growing in the southern apse, so it may be suggested
that the grove appeared at a later time. We have also ex-
cavated the residential complex located near the large
domed church. A large number of findings dated to Late
Antiquity, discovered during the excavations of this
complex, have been prepared for publication.

¢ T. Tsitsishvili, “Bic¢vintis sakulto nagebobata kompleksi”, A. M.
Apakidze (ed.), Benuxuii ITumuyum (= Great Pityount), 11, Tbilisi
1977, 83-1109.

7 G. A. Lordkipanidze — Z. B. Agrba, “Packonku Ha TEppUTOPUH
rxoMmrutekca [TnmyHnackoro xpama. Apxeonorundeckue oTkpbrtus 1980
roma B A6xaszun” (= “Excavations on the territory of the Pitsunda
church complex. Archaeological discoveries of 1980 in Abkha-
zia »), Thilisi 1982, 26-31. L. G. Khroushkova, Les monuments
chrétiens de la cote orientale de la mer Noire. Abkhazie, I Ve-XI Ve
siecle, Turnhout 2006, 34-36. L. G. Khroushkova, Pannexpucmu-
anckue navamuuxu Bocmounozo Ipuueprnomopos, IV-VII eexa (=
Early Christian Monuments of the Eastern Black Sea Region, IV-
VII Centuries ), Moscow 2002, 97-110.

8 T. M. Mikéladzé, “Oriapsidiani eklesia bi¢vintasi”, Mamepuano
no apxeonoauu I pysuu u Kasxasza (= Materials on the Archeology of
Georgia and the Caucasus), 2, 1963, 125-131.
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Written sources

Pityous was mentioned by Arrian about 132 (or 136) A.D.’.
It has long been known as one of the oldest Episcopal
centers in the Caucasus. Its bishop Stratophilus was the
only representative of the Caucasus at the first Council of
Nicaea in 325 and signed all documents of the council'®. A
Notitia Dignitatum from the turn of the 5th century A.D.,
mentions Pityous as the location of Roman troops'. Ac-
cording to Procopius of Caesarea, Pityous and Sebastopolis
had been named in the 28 Novella of Justinian as the for-
tresses of the province Pontus Polemoniacus'.

Pityous retained its significance over many centuries.
The picture of the development of this Christian city
and its environs in the 4th-6th centuries is restored in
accordance with the archaeological data. In the era of the
wars of Justinian against Persia, Pityous is not mentioned
in Byzantine sources. Constantine Porphyrogenitus
writes in his treatise De Administrando Imperio (42,
14): “The coast from the borders of Zikhia, that is, from
the Nikopsis River, constitutes the country of Abasgia,
right up to the fortress of Soterioupolis (xdotpov
Swtnotovmoiig)” . Soterioupolis was the center of the
archbishopric, which was subordinate to the Patriarch
of Constantinople. Information about the province
of Soterioupolis first appears in the seventh Notitia
Episcopatuum, during the first patriarchate of Nikolaos
Mystikos (901-907)'“. Nikolaos carried out the “Alan
program”, which included the organization of a mission

® Arrien 18, 1-2: G. Marenghi (ed.), Arriano, Periplo del Ponto
Eusino, Naples 1958, 92-93.

0'E. Honigmann, “La liste originale des Peres de Nicée, & propos
de 'Evéché de ‘Sodoma’ en Arabie”, Byzantion 14/1 (1939), 46.
Idem, “The Original Lists of the Members of the Council of Nica-
ea, the Robber-Synod and the Council of the Chalcedon”, Byzan-
tion 16/1 (1944), 20.

1 O. Seeck (ed.), Notitia Dignitatum Orientis, Berolini 1876, 83-85
(reprint: Frankfurt, 1962).

2 Procope, De Aed. 111, 7, 5. H. B. Dewing (ed.), Buildings,
Prokopii Caesariensis, De Aedificiis (Peri Ktismatén), London
1971, 212-213.

3 Gy. Moravcik (ed.), Constantinus Porphyrogenitus, De Admini-
strando Imperio, Engl. transl. by R. J. H. Jenkins, Budapest 1949,
183-185. Khroushkova, Les monuments chrétiens, op.cit. (n. 7), 93-95.
4], Darruzes (ed.), Notitiae episcopatuum ecclesiae Constantino-
politanae, Paris 1981, 273 (Notice 7, N 87).
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to the Alans, the creation of an archbishopric, and
the construction of an Episcopal church. Discussions
about this have been going on for several decades.
Some historians, starting with Yulian A. Kulakovsky
(1855-1919), believe that Soterioupolis was in Pityous/
Pitsunda and this opinion is the most probable. The
location of Soterioupolis in Pitsunda agrees with the
facts about the repeated mergers and divisions of the
provinces of Soterioupolis, Alania and Zikhia. Pityous
had convenient communication with Constantinople by
sea and with Alania through the gorge of the river Bzyb,
which flows into the Black Sea near Pityous. Thus, in
Late Antiquity, Pityous became the first Episcopal cen-
ter in the eastern Black Sea region, and more than a
thousand years later, it became the last location vacated
by the Byzantines. And, finally, this domed church of
Pitsunda became the first to be restored and used by the
Society for the Reestablishment of Orthodox Christiani-
ty in the Caucasus, in the 1869’s.

The domed church

The huge domed church in Pitsunda is the largest on the
east coast of the Black Sea and was erected as the cathe-
dral of the Archbishop of Soterioupolis, in the beginning
of the 10th century'® (Fig. 6). The church was also a mis-
sionary and pilgrimage center. Byzantine missionaries
were sent to the northeast side, to Alania and Zikhia.
In addition, Pitsunda for centuries remained the center
of the cult of the Apostle Andrew, who, according to
tradition, was the illuminator of this territory. When
the Turks had established themselves in the eastern
Black Sea region, the Catholicos returned from Pitsun-
da to Gelati, along with archives, books and icons. The
sources do not give an exact date for this move. Some
historians believe that this event occurred under Eude-
mon I Ckhetidze, around the middle of the 16th century,
while others place it in the middle of the 17th centu-
ry'%, The church continued to be venerated also under
the Turks, as attested by various 17th century sources.

!5 Khroushkova, Les monuments chrétiens, op.cit. (n. 7), 100-107.
Eadem, Bocmounoe Ipuuepromopwe, op.cit. (n. 1), 118-194.

'© Khroushkova, Les monuments chrétiens, op.cit. (n. 7), 17-28,
89-97. Eadem, Bocmounoe Ilpuuepnomopwe, op.cit. (n. 1), 28-77.
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Fig. 6. Pityous, the domed church, beginning of the 10th century, after restoration.

The church is located outside the walls of the ancient
city of Pityous, one kilometer from the coast. The church
is very large; its length is 43.3m. The plan represents the
inscribed cross type (Fig. 7). A series of domed churches
of Abkhazia of the same type are notable for their great
similarity. These are, in addition to Pitsunda, the well-
preserved churches in Lykhny, Anakopia (modern New
Athos), and Mokva. Three more churches are preserved
in ruins; these are located, respectively, in the gorge of the
river Bzyb, in the village of Alakhadzy on the Pitsunda
cape, and in the town of Msygkhua, in the vicinity of
Anakopia. All these monuments are located in the
northern part of the Abkhazian Kingdom!'”. The dates of
construction indicated in the annals are known only for
the Bishop’s church in Mokva (between 957 and 967)".

17 Khroushkova, Bocmounoe Ipuuepromopue, op.cit. (n. 1), c. 78-
164.

8 M.-F. Brosset, Histoire de la Géorgie depuis I’ Antiquité jusqu’au
XIXe siecle. 1e Partie: Histoire ancienne jusqu’en 1469 de J.C.,
Saint-Petersbourg 1849, 290. T. Qaukhcisvili (ed.), Kartlis Ckhovreba,
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Fig. 7. Pityous, the domed church, plan by F. Dubois de Mont-
péreux (1839).
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PITYOUS, THE ANCIENT CHRISTIAN CENTER OF THE CAUCASUS

Fig. 8. Pityous, the residential complex in the north side of the domed church, during the excavations.

In 2007, during our excavations, the foundations of
the north porch of the domed church were discovered.
Side porches, are depicted on both the north and south
sides in old plans and drawings. However, today the
south porch no longer exists. Only the foundations of
the east and west walls of the north porch remain. The
east wall of the porch is better preserved, it measures
6x1.2m; the west wall is in a much worse condition.
These foundations are laid in rubble. A drain of later
origin (19th century) abuts the east wall of the porch. It
is 3 m long and laid in thick bricks.

The residential complex

The residential structure is situated almost parallel to
the domed church; however their lengthwise axes do not

Thilisi 1955, 270. M. D. Lordkipanidze (ed.), Matiane Kartlisa, Tbi-
lisi 1976, 36. G. Pitsch, Das Leben Kartlis, Leipzig 1985, 343.
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coincide. Architectural remains are represented only by
the wall foundations (Fig. 8). In 2006, during the repair
works next to the north wall of the domed church, re-
mains of ancient structures were discovered, which be-
came the catalyst for the beginning of the excavations.
The trench, at a distance of 15m from the north wall of
the church, was 2m wide and 46m long (23 squares of
2m by 2m) and allowed to appreciate the dynamics of
the cultural accumulations and the presence of building
remains on this site.

The stratigraphy looked as follows: The west end of
the trench had a layer of gray soil (a depth of up to
55cm) under the turf. Squares 13-20 had a layer of dry
yellow clay, up to 28-30cm deep under the turf. The clay
layer contained practically no archaeological finds. The
clay served to level the surface of the site during the
late phase of the existence of the monument, possibly
during the construction works of the second half of the
19th century, when a monastery was established here.
Below it was a layer of dark-gray soil, saturated with
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cultural remains, and especially with numerous frag-
ments of flat tiles. As usual, massive concentrations of
tiles were observed near the walls, forming in places a
layer up to 45-50cm deep. These remains indicated the
destruction of the roof of the structure. There was oth-
er evidence of the destruction of the walls in this layer
—multiple fragments of mortar, stones, charcoal. It is
highly likely that the destruction was caused by a fire.
Fragments of ceramic vessels of different eras, from
Late Antiquity (amphorae) to the Late Middle Ages,
pointed to the dislocation of the layers due to various
later interferences.

Architectural remains are represented only by the
wall foundations. It is likely that they were complete-
ly demolished. The foundations are partly destroyed by
tree roots. In 2007 we determined the location of the cor-
ners and walls of the premises in the north part of the
complex, which allowed us to establish the dimensions
of the construction on the south-north axis, 21.56m. In
2008, the central and east parts of the complex, com-
prising eight rooms, were excavated. The length of the
excavated part exceeds 16.3m in the east-west direction.
The construction continued westward; its overall length
has not been established yet. The relative location of this
construction and the domed church is arranged in such
a way, that the east wall of Room 4 is 1.9m away from
the south doorway, in other words the room in question
did not block the entry to the church. The secular struc-
ture is situated almost parallel to the church; however
their lengthwise axes do not coincide. The distance be-
tween the two buildings varies from 3.20m to 4.10m.
The church is oriented to the east, where the axis of the
secular building diverges somewhat to the south-east.
This suggests that the two structures were not built as a
single ensemble, but that they functioned simultaneously
over a period of time.

The foundations are laid in cobble-stone with mor-
tar, in places hewn limestone and fragile porous con-
glomerate stone are used. The latter is very common in
the antique and medieval constructions in Pityous and
its vicinity, because of its easy availability in the area.
The technique used in the laying of the foundations in-
dicates that Rooms 1 and 2 comprised a single structure
—17.5m by 9.25m in size— divided by the wall into two
unequal parts. Its location was unrelated to the location
of the church.
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A distinguishing feature of the foundations of this
building: the presence of a row of bricks which levels
the masonry along the width of the wall at its most
crucial part, at the transition from the foundation to
the wall proper. The width of the walls is mostly 0.95
m-0.98 m (nearly three Byzantine feet); the bricks jut-
ted out slightly beyond the surface of the wall on both
sides, the width of the brickwork is 1.05m. The bricks
are square (or almost square) and rather standardized
in size: 33x29cm, 32x%30cm, 30.5%x30cm, 30%29cm,
29%29 cm, 28.5x28cm, with a width of 3 to 4 cm; some
bricks feature hatching. Bricks of this type are com-
mon in the monuments of Abkhazia of Late Antiqui-
ty. In the masonry of the north wall of Room 1 there
are almost no bricks. That wall is 0.73m thick. It is in
a poorer state of preservation than the others. In the
east part of Room 1, at a depth of 0.44-0.50 m below
the current surface, fragments of the floor survive. The
pavement, which is 0.09-0.11m thick, consists of two
layers. The lower layer comprises pebbles laid on the
edge, at an angle; the upper layer is lime concrete with
crushed ceramics, which gives it its characteristic pink
colour. These two rooms were, in all likelihood, residen-
tial. The north wall of the north room continues to the
west, where excavations are to continue. Room 3 was
added to Rooms 1 and 2 from the south. Room 4 ad-
joins Room 3. The complex developed northward; these
are Rooms 5-8. This was the limit of the east part of
the complex. It was built when the earlier premises still
functioned. This follows from the fact that the founda-
tions of the later parts adjoin the ancient foundations
but never cover them. Besides, the north walls of both
parts are on the same line, they formed a common
facade. Rooms 3 and 4 were most likely residential. The
very small structures 5 and 6 had an ancillary function,
while the narrow Rooms 6 and 7 may have served as a
gallery open to the east.

Two small marble fragments, both with traces of fire,
remain of the architectural decoration. There is also a
small fragment of an architectural detail of limestone.
A palmette can be discerned on it. Another, still small-
er, limestone fragment contains a discernable vegetal
motif. In the 5th-6th centuries, a significant amount of
marble was imported into Pityous from Prokonnessos.
The limestone elements of the decoration, dated to the
10th-11th centuries, had not been found here until now.

AXAEMI” (2022), 45-56
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Fig. 9. Pityous, the residential complex. The twin burial.

The burials

Thirty-five burials were discovered on the site under in-
vestigation. Most of them appeared after the building
was no longer functioning. Some skeletons were laid di-
rectly on the foundations, when the walls were no longer
there. The depth of the burials varies, from 0.23m below
the modern surface to a depth of 1.05m where the soil
turns to subsoil sand. Most burials are inhumations ac-
cording to the Christian rite: the skeleton is laid on the
back, with the head to the west, slightly turned to the
south. The placement of the arms varies: sometimes they
are extended alongside the body, laid on the chest (both
or just one), or in the pelvic area. Sometimes one of the
arms is placed under the chin. The findings are either
absent or very poor: iron rings, scissors, small knives
(usually by the pelvis, on the left-hand side), a button.
In two cases, whole ceramic vessels were found in the
burials. Both burials were located near the north-west
corner of the domed church. In one case the head of the
deceased was covered with tiles.

In 2008, in the south-west part of the complex buri-
als were discovered, which in some respects differ from
the rest. Two of the burials had tomb constructions. In
one case this was an arrangement of stones near the
upper part of the skeleton. One skeleton was placed in
a tomb, consisting of small slabs and stones, without
mortar. Both were laid on the back, with the head to
the west, there were no findings. A twin burial was dis-
covered to the south of these, with an orientation to the
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north-east (Fig. 9). Between the heads of the deceased,
on a tile fragment, stood a jug in situ. The jug is 22cm
high, of light-brown clay, with a massive handle; the jug
is decorated with an ornament, imprinted with a stamp.

The ceramics

The most frequent finds are tiles of Late Antique shapes.
Their concentration as a thick layer (up to 0.5m) near
the walls bears testimony to the nature of the roof:
during a fire, when the wooden beams catch fire, and
during the subsequent destruction, the entire mass of
tiles quickly falls from the roof. Another group of tiles
relates to the Middle Ages, including three fragments
with the sign of the cross in relief. Tiles with similar
signs have been found in the lower layer of the palace
of Lykhny, in the early 10th-century layer, and also in
the excavations of the 10th-11th-century church in the
village of Loo near Soci.

The ceramic vessels fall into two chronological
groups: the 6th-century group (amphorae, luteria, pithoi
etc.), and the medieval group (jugs, bowls). The second
group is rich in large jugs with widening mouth (some
with a diameter of up to 9cm), which can be dated to the
9th-10th centuries. The fragments of the pots sometimes
carry common ornaments, the wave motif, incisions.
Some jug handles are ornamented with crosses, the her-
ring-bone and other motifs. This kind of ornament on
ceramic vessels of local production began to spread in
the 10th-11th centuries. Glazed cups, decorated with a
yellow-brown vegetal ornament, date to the 14th century
and belongs to the “Zeuxippus Ware”!’. There are very
few glazed vessels. Another noteworthy absence is terra
sigillata ceramics. It is very common in Pityous, but in-
side the walls of the city with its significant population
of Roman soldiers and merchants.

The double church
The double church became the third Christian center
of Pityous. Unlike other church buildings, it is locat-

ed on the seashore, in a pine grove. The excavations of
Teymuraz M. Mikéladzé in 1956 were not completed.

19 Khroushkova, Bocmounoe Ilpuueprnomopwe, op.cit. (n. 1), 248-311.
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Our excavations opened the side vestibules of the church
and a gallery from the west. In the interior of the church,
we discovered a synthronon in the northern apse and a
partition in the southern nave. The dimensions of the
main space of the double church are 18.5m in length and
14.5m in width, without the apses; its plan is almost
square (Fig. 10). The double church consisted of two
naves; each nave is equipped with an apse, polygonal
on the outside and horseshoe-shaped internally. The
western part of the southern nave was separated by a
partition wall. Two massive pillars mounted on the
stylobate, located along the longitudinal axis of the
building separated the naves. The church was equipped
with six doorways. Two small vestibules adjoined the
openings located in the eastern part of the longitudinal
walls. The northern vestibule is better preserved. To the
west of the church was a gallery. The main building ma-
terial of the church is local stone of gray color; this is a
loose porous stone, a gravel conglomerate. The quarries
of this stone, located in the coastal zone of Pitsunda,
continue to operate.

Excavations of the church yielded fragments of various
types of ceramics and other sporadic finds. Tiles predo-
minate. The tiles in the trenches were no different from
those found in and around the church. The amphorae
are the most important findings for dating the church.
Among the amphorae, the most numerous are of the type
often referred to as “Colchis”. The characteristic features
of this type are an elongated body with a pointed bottom
and a narrow point in its body in the middle, a short and
narrow neck, flat handles attached under the rim and
bent at a right or an almost right angle. These ampho-
rae are made of brown clay with a reddish or orange
tint. This type of amphorae is well known in the eastern
Black Sea region in the 6th century, including Pityous?.
In Abkhazia, the type of amphorae “with a narrow point
in its body” is also present in the archaeological sites at

2 K. 1. Berdzenishvili — R. V. Puturidze, I[Tuyynockue amgpopoi (ra-
manoe) (= Pitsunda amphoras (catalogue), A. M. Apakidze (ed.),
Benuxuii [Tumuynm. Apxeonozuueckue packonku 6 ITuyynoe (= Great
Pitiunt. Archaeological excavations in Pitsunda), 1, Tbilisi, 1975,
252-278. A. M. Apakidze (ed.), Benuxuii ITumuynm. Apxeonozuue-
ckue packonku 6 ITuyynoe (= Great Pitiunt. Archaeological excava-
tions in Pitsunda), 3, Thilisi, 1978, 92-94.
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Fig. 10. Pityous, seashore. The double church, second half of
the 6th century.

Sebastopolis?!, Gyenos?’, and Tsebelda®. In some cases,
such amphorae are directly associated with an architec-
tural monument. So, in the Tsandrip$ basilica of the Jus-
tinianic era, the “waisted” amphorae were placed in the
vault of the conch of the central apse?.

The double church of Pitsunda was built in the sec-
ond half of the 6th century, and very probably, after
the Byzantine-Persian wars, after the peace Treaty
concluded in 561/62 in Dara®.

2l Khroushkova, Bocmounoe Ilpuueprnomopwe, op.cit. (n. 1), 235-
237, fig. 445-446.

22 Khroushkova, Les monuments chrétiens, op.cit. (n. 7), pl. 45d.
% J. N. Voronov — O. C. Bgazhba, Mamepuanwi no apxeonozuu ILle-
benvowl. Umozu uccnedosanuii Lubunuyma ¢ 1978-1982 22 (= Ma-
terials on the Archaeology of Tsebelda. Results of the Studies of
Cibilium in 1978-1982), Tbilisi 1985, 72, pls 29, 30.

24 Khroushkova, Pannexpucmuanckue namsmnuxu Bocmounozo
Tpuuepromopes, op.cit. (n. 7), 171-173, fig. 55, pl. XXXV. 1, 2.
Eadem, Les monuments chrétiens, op.cit. (n. 7), 52, pl. 24b.

% L. G. Khroushkova, Pannexpucmuarnckas oeoiinas yepkoss (= The
Early Christian double church), Mocksa - Cyxym 2020.
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Conclusion

In the second half of the 6th century, after the end of the
Byzantine-Persian wars, Pityous began to expand be-
yond the old city walls. Two buildings, namely the double
church in the cemetery and the cruciform church in the
other cemetery, date to that time. In terms of its archi-
tectural characteristics, the double church differs signifi-
cantly from the earliest church buildings in the settlement
(churches nos 1, 2, 3), which were timber roofed basilicas.
The double church is distinguished by a complex plan and
vaulting. It functioned until the 10th-11th centuries, a
chronology confirmed by archaeological materials.

The main religious center of the city was the large
architectural complex, which was formed during the
6th-10th centuries. It included the cruciform church of
the 6th century, which remained in use when the large
domed church, the cathedral of the diocese of Soteri-
oupolis was built in the beginning of the 10th century.

The church was probably built on the remains of an early
Christian basilica, which has not yet been discovered by
excavations. Its existence is indicated by the position of
the residential building within its topographic context.
This building dated to Late Antiquity, was very likely
adjacent to the church building; otherwise it is difficult
to explain its position in the complex: it was located not
to the east of the cruciform church, which would be its
most logical position, but shifted significantly to the
north. It can easily be explained by the fact that another
building was situated to the east of the cruciform church.
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[TIITYOYZ, H ITAAATA EINIZKOIIIKH EAPA TOY KAYKAXOY

H IMitvove (onu. ITitoovvta) elval YvOOoTi ¢ pia
oo TIC ToAaLOTEQES EMIOXOTIRES £DpeC Tov Kavrdoou
(Ew. 1, 2). O exlonomog Ztoatd@Lhog vaqe&e o povadt-
%®0¢ exmpoomnos Tov Kavrdoov otnv A” Owovueviri
ZUvodo g Niraag, to 325. Ov tahatdTeQes avapoEg
omv I[Titvovvta, pe TAOUOLOL ELROVOYQOMILXY TEXUN-
olwom, ogelhovtal otov Cristoforo de Castelli (1600-
1659), wepomdotoro, uéhoc tov Téyuotog tTwv Oeati-
vmv, 0 ortoiog dnuooievoe oe BPAio (Relazione) oelpd
TOAADY oyedimv. "Eva and avtd apopd to oyédio tou
tooviaiov vaoy e IMitvovvtag (Praegrandissima et
Antiquissima haec Ecclesia), oy§510 axoipéc ot hemto-
neoéc (Ewt. 3). H emduevn smovoypoaquny ameirévion
ToV TEOoVAN{OV vaoU tng ITitvovvtag dnuootevetal and
tov Frédéric Dubois de Montpéreux (1798-1850) (Eux.
4). Zuvende, o ueydhog tpoviaiog vade tne ITitvovvtog
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NTay TOAY YVWOTOS GTOVE LOTOQLROVS TNG OOYLTEXTOVL-
%NS ROL TOVS AEYALOAGYOVS. Q0TO00, TOAU Ay OTOL-
Yelo Tay Yvwotd oyetind ue v ayaio toAn e -
TVOVVTOC KOLL TNV 0LOYCLOAOYIOL TNC.

O mpwtog vade, 0 omoiog Tavtiletol ue Tov %xobe-
006 oV ZTEATOPLAOV, RTIOTNKE EXTOS TMOV TELYMOV
TOV QWUAI®OU ®A0TEOV. Apydtepa, Eavaxtiotyre dUo
POQEEC %o EVTAYOM®E 0TO TAAIOLO €VOC UEYOAITEQOV
oyveov. H tétaptn @don avtot tov vaov NTav €vag
LoVOYWEOS vade, 0 omolog vtlotnre ®atd to devTEQO
Wod tov 60V aLdva. e UL TEQLOYY VOTLOUVATOARA
™C apyaiog toing g ITitvovvtag foéBnre €va dilo
EXUANOLOOTING OVYXREOTHUO. AQYA U0 %TNOLO El-
goviomqrov ed: €va wxEd noETUeLo 0pBoYMVLC
RATOYNG %OL EVO TOQEXUANOL UE NUIXVAVOQLXY ai-
da. Avtd 10 oLVYRQEOTNUC WTOEEL VO YoovorloyNOel oTo
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0evteQo Wod tov Sov auwva. Katd to devtepo uiod
T0U 60V aLdvae Evog UEYAAOS OTAVEOOYNUOS VO.OS UE
Toelc aidec ntlotnre ota goelmid tovg (Ew. 5). Ztig
00%éc Tov 100V aLvo AVTo TO CUYRQEOTNUO CUUITTAY-
owOnxe ue évav ueydho tpoviaio vad.

H 76hn te Sotnotovmolne (to xdotpov Zwtnoiov-
moAng tov Kovotaviivov TTopgpupoyévyntov) vriese
€000 CLOYLETLOROTNG TTOV VTTAYOTAY OTO TTOTOLOLQYELD
Kwvotavtivovmolews. H tavtion g ZwtnolovmoAng
ue v ITitvovvta gaivetor ol mbavi. O emANTirdv
dwootdoemy tpovhaiog vade otny ITitvovvia, o peyo-
Mitegog otV avatoixn axti g Mavong Odlacoog,
aveyépbnue wg ®aBedomds vodg TOU QQYLETLORATOU
Zwmoovntoiems. H »dtoyn tov vaov axolovbel tov
TUTO TOV 0TaVEOE0UC eyyeyoauuévov (Ewx. 6, 7).

To owLoTind ovyrEoTHUa PoloxeTal oYedOV TaLOAA-
Ao pe tov tpovhaio vaod, alld ov GEovég tovg dev ov-
urimrovy. Ta wovadird oQyttextovird Aetpova eival
ta Bguéha tov tolywv (Ew. 8). Elval mbavs vo eilye
©otedapLoTeEl 0A0OYEQMG. Xe ndmoLa onueio. ta Oguéhia
€yovv nataotoagel amd pileg dévrpwy. Ztic dlaoTh-
OELC TNG RATAOXEVNS 0 GEovac f0QQG-VOTOU QVEQYETUL
ota 21,56 w. To 2008 €yive avoorogy 0TO REVIQLRA %OL
avatohxd onuelo Tov ovyrpotiuatos Ta dwudtio 3
xnou 4 elyav mbavotata owaxy xonon. O ToAU uireég
ROTAOXEVES 5 ot 6 elyay PonOntinn Aertovpylo, evad To
o1eVA dmudTior 6 RoL 7 WITOQEL VaL YONOUOTOLOUVTAY (1S
VITEQMO OVOLRTS TTEOS T AVOTOAKA. AVO WrQE noo-
udowa Boavouata -xatr to dvo pe ixvn ewTlds- Exouvv
QTTOUEIVEL OLTTO TNV QLOYLTERTOVIRY] dLaxdounon.

"Eva Eexmoloto }oeoxrtnolotind twv Benehinv av-
ToU TOV %TNElOV €lval 1 TaEOVOlX OELRAS ad TAlV-
Bovg 010 Mo ®EioWwo onueio Tov Toixov, dNhadn o
uetapaon anxd ta Oeuéhio mEog Tov rvEiwg Toiyxo. To
TAdToc Twv Tolywv eival xveiwe 0,95 . - 0,98 w. (oye-
836V Tl fulovTvd Tédia). AVt TO OUYREG TN UWITO-
el va yoovohoynBel oty Yoteon Apyoaidtto (50¢-
60¢ advag), T axd To 542, dtav ou Bulavtwvol yoet-
aotue va eyratalePovyv mtpoomevd v ITitvovvto.

Toudvta wévte Tapéc amonaAiednray otov Vs e&€-
T0.0m ¥0E0. Ol TEQLO0GTEQES OO CLVTES TQOLYUOLTOTTOLY -
Onrov dtav 1o »TieLo dev Polordtav ma og yonomn. Ot
TEQLOOOTEQES TAPES AXOAOVBOUVY TO YOLOTIAVIXG TUTTL-
%0. Ze V0 meQUTTMOELS POEONRAY OTIS TaES OAORANQ
xepouwd ayyeio. Mo Suthf tagy amoralipdnxre 010

56

dmuarto 1, ue aovvnfioTo TEOCUVATOMOUS BOQELOAVOL-
tolxd (Ewt. 9). Avdueoo oto #e@dho TmV VErQDV, TAV®
oe Bpavoua reQULOLOV, BOLOROTAY (iot ravdTo in Situ.

Ta o ovvnBlouéva evpnuata eivat ayyeion oxnud-
tov g “Yoteong Apyardtntas. To xepamwxd ayyeio
avNrovV o€ OV0 ¥EOVOAOYLXRES ouddes TV oudda Tou
60v awdva (augpopelc, Aovtiola, mibolr ®AmT.) %ol
ueoatwviryg ouddo (ravdrteg, novmec), n omoia urwoel
va yoovohoynBet otovg 100-110 awdves. H draxdoun-
0N TOV %EQUULKMDV EYYMOLOS TOQAYMYNS GOYLOE VO
eEanmhdvetar tov 100-11o0 awdva. ‘Eva gpualwuévo
®UTEALO, OLOXOOUNUEVO UE ULTOWVO-XAOTAVO QUTIXG
roounua, xoovoroyeltar otov 140 aldvo xol avixel
otV «Kepauinn tov ZevEimmou».

O duwhO¢ vo.Og amoTELECE TO TOITO EXXANOLOOTIXG
%®€vtpo TNne [Titvovvtac. Ze avtiBeon ue GAha exrxinolo-
ot xtionata, folornetol otV axty, €O O €VOL TTEV-
%®00d00¢. Ot draotdoelc tov vaov avégyovial oe 18,5
w. wirog xat 14,5 n. whdtog, yweic tic dvo aideg, evd
N xdtoPy tov draypdpetal oxeddv tetedymvn (Eux.
10). O duwhdc vade amotehoBvtav amd dvo xvime Y-
povg/xhity, e tov xabéva va €yer T duni| Tov aida,
TOAMYOVIRY EEMTEQXA %O TETOASOYNUY EOMTEQLXA.
AVo meoool mavw otov otvhoPdtyn, TomoBeTnuévol
otov emixn dEova touv ®TNElov, Ywellav Tov vad o
Y0 ydeove. AVo ixEot TEOBAAAUOL EVAVOVTOY UE TO
QVOIYLOTO. OTO OVOLTOALRO TUAUOL TOV XOTA U®OS TOl-
V. Zta dutrd Tov vaoU foloxdtay mpoot®o. O vadg
elvat owodounuévog pe tomrt métoa. To dutird Tuqua
TOV VOTLOU ®A{TOVg YwELLoTay pe dtoymweLloTirvd tolyo.
O duthdg vadg e ITitvovvtog vtiotre ®otd 10 dev-
TEQO ULOG TOV 60V aldva. Metd to téhog Twv fulavti-
VOTEQO MY TTOAERWV, 1 ITitvovg GyLoe Vo avamTTio-
oetal TEQX. oo To TOAOLd TElYN TS TOANG. Q¢ TEOC TC
OLOYLTEXTOVIXA XOLQUXTNOLOTIXG TOVE, O OLTTAGS VaLOC di-
QPEQEL ONUAVTIXG 0TS TO, TEOWUOTEQX EXUANOLOLOTING
rnTlopato Tov owtopoy (vaoi vt all. 1, 2, 3), ta ooio
axohovBovoayv tov TUmo g Evhdoteyne Paocthxic. O
SLThA¢ vade, 0 omoiog EexwEitet Lo TV TeQimAonn Kd-
oY1 Tov %ot T Bohodoun Tov, Aettovpynoe uEyoL Tov
100-110 awdva, xeovohdynom mov emefartdvetal and
TO, LQYCLLOAOYLRA TEXUNQLAL.
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