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Demetrios Athanasoulis - Eleni Manolessou

A MIDDLE BYZANTINE SWORD FROM CORINTH

To 2014, o€ otxomedo e Apyaiac Kopivlov, xatd tnv
avaoxagixy Eoevva tne apuodias Epopeiac Apyatoti-
TV, foéOnxe éva onadi. To onabi, o16epévio, au@ioto-
UO, UE YAAXIVO YELQOQUAAXTNOO KOl TPUIQWUQA, EIVaL
SUVATO, UECH TOV AVAORAPLXDYV SEOOUEVOY KoL TNG OU-
YxOLONG Ue avdloya mapadeiyuata, vo yoovoroynbel
010 SeUTEQO ULOO Tov 90U arwva. Me fdon t dtaxo-
ouno1 ToU UTOQEL VA TOOEQYETAL ATTO AVTOXQUTOQLXO
0AovOYEi0. ATOTEAEL EVa ATTO TOL ONUAVTIXOTEQQ EVOT-
uata g Buiavtviic Kopivlov, xabdg 1 eVpeon TETOLOV
E(O0VS QVTIXEUEVY EIVaL TOAU omdvia.

A€Eerg nAherdra

Meoofviavuvii mepiodog, fuiavtivd oria, onadid, Koovhog.

The study! provides an account of the discovery, in
2014, of an intact Byzantine sword, during a rescue exca-
vation in Ancient Corinth% The comparison with similar
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! First presentation: D. Athanasoulis — E. Manolessou, “BuvCavtivé
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2 D. Athanasoulis — E. Manolessou, “Apyaia Kéowvboc. Zyohnd
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In 2014, in a plot of land in Ancient Corinth, exca-
vations by the local Ephorate of Antiquities brought to
light a sword. It is an iron sword with a bronze cross-
guard and pommel, and may be dated, on the basis of
the excavation data and of comparisons with relevant
parallels, to the second half of the 9th century AD.
Judging from its decoration, it could be attributed to
an imperial weapon smithy. This sword constitutes
one of the most important finds of Byzantine Corinth,
since the discovery of such objects is extremely rare.

Keywords
Middle Byzantine period; Byzantine weapons; Swords; Corinth.

finds mainly from Southeastern Europe, and with icono-
graphic parallels in art, and the study of the excavation
led to the establishment of the sword’s typology and
dating, and to conclusions concerning the importance
of the find for Byzantine weaponry and for Byzantine
Corinth in general.

Personal weapons, and melee weapons like swords in
particular, were of special importance in Medieval societ-
ies®. The depictions of sword-bearers in Byzantine murals

Svyrpdmua Agyalag KopivBov”, AD 69 (2014) [2020], Bla Chro-
nika, 418-423.

3 A. Bruhn Hoffmeyer, “Military equipment in the Byzantine ma-
nuscript of Skylitzes in Biblioteca Nacional in Madrid”, Gladius
V (1966), 91-92, 93-94. T. G. Kolias, Byzantinische Waffen. Ein
Beitrag zur byzantinischen Waffenkunde von den Anfiingen bis
zur lateinischen Eréberung (Byzantina Vindobonensia 17), Vi-
enna 1988, 133, with previous literature. P. L. Grotowski, Arms
and Armour of the Warrior Saints. Tradition and Innovation in
Byzantine Iconography (843-126 1), Leiden — Boston 2010, 348.
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and manuscripts bear witness to the prominent position
that these weapons held in everyday life but also in the col-
lective imagination of the Byzantines. However, the surviv-
ing stock of swords from Byzantium, as compared to that
from Medieval Europe and the Middle East, is minimal.

The absence of swords, and of weapons in gener-
al, from the Byzantine domain has been attributed to
a variety of reasons® It is certainly not due to lack of
research. In fact, excavations in Medieval sites have mul-
tiplied, and have included locations such as Byzantine
fortifications, where the finding of swords and other
weapons would have been expected. Similarly, the castles
excavated by the main author in the Peloponnese and the
Cyclades have yielded very few weapons®. We may note,
e.g., that in the Acrocorinth, the largest castle in South-
ern Mainland Greece, the remains of armour, crossbows
and arrows all post-date the Byzantine period®.

In Corinth itself’, the thematic capital, weapons as
evidence of the undoubtedly solid military presence
are lacking; the systematic excavation of Corinth has
revealed only minimal remains from swords, and in
very poor state of preservation® Nevertheless, it was in
Corinth, in 1938, that one of the first intact swords of
the Byzantine world was discovered, dated to the early
7th century AD®. However, the sword in question was

* G. Davidson, The Minor Objects (Corinth XII), Princeton 1952,
199. Grotowski, Arms and Armour, op.cit. (n. 3), 26-29. Kolias,
Byzantinische Waffen, op.cit. (n. 3), 134.

5 Cf. D. Athanasoulis (ed.), Castles of Argolid, Arcadia, Corinthia,
project website, http://ecastles.culture.gr (accessed: 15.1.2022).

® D. Athanasoulis, The Castle of Acrocorinth and its Enhance-
ment Project (2006-2009), Ancient Corinth 2014. D. Athanasou-
lis — E. Manolessou, “Apyaio Képwvbog. Kdotpo Axpoxopiviov,
Notodvtindg (“Podyrinoc”) mipyog —xeqvn Avm [Mewpvvy”, AD
69 (2014) [2020], Bla Chronika, 237-238.

7 D. Athanasoulis, “Corinth”, J. Albani — E. Chalkia (eds), Heaven
and Earth. Cities and Countryside in Byzantine Greece, Athens
2013, 192-200.

8 O. Broneer, “Excavations of Corinth 1925: Area North of Ba-
silica”, AJA 30 no. 1 (Jan.-Mar. 1926), 51. Davidson, The Minor
Objects, op.cit. (n. 4), 202, nos 1562-1563 pl. 93, no. 1565 pl. 92 p.
203, no. 1566 pl. 92.

? G. Davidson Weinberg, “A wandering soldier’s grave in Corinth»,
Hesperia 43/4 (1974), 512-521, pls 110-113. V. Yotov, “A new Byz-
antine type of swords (7th-11th centuries)”, M. Rakocija (ed.), Ni§
and Byzantium. Ninth Symposium (Nis, 3-5 June 2010), The
Collection of scientific works, 1X, The days of Saint Emperor
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a “cultural implant”: it came from the grave of an Avar
warrior, as indicated by the surrounding material finds
(buckle of Olympia type dated to the late 6th-early 7th
century, jar-type vessel of the 7th century), as well as by
similar instances of swords discovered in Avar warriors’
graves excavated in necropolises of Eastern Europe.
The dearth of Byzantine weapons, especially swords,
in imperial lands can be attributed to standard cultur-
al practices, as well as to the institutional framework
through which the state administration controlled the
availability or the trafficking of military material'l. The
concomitant difficulty in locating, identifying and classi-
fying Byzantine sword production is due not only to the
lack of primary evidence, but also to the special nature of
these artefacts: swords are valuable, and thus have a long,
trans-generational one could say, service life!>. Further-
more, they are continuously being repaired and modified.
Since they also have an added functional value, they may
change hands or travel, as objects of trade exchanges, as
gifts or as battle trophies'>. Byzantium, at the centre of a

Constantine and Helena, Ni§ 2011, 114, with previous literature.
Chr. Eger, “Zur Frage byzantinischer Blankwaffen im Ausgehen-
den 6. und 7. Jahrhundert: Schwerter mit bronzenem Parienstiick
vom Typ Aradac-Kolked-Korinth”, Jahrbuch des rémisch-germa-
nischen Zentralmuseums 61 (2014), 205-206, 215, 229-230, fig. 4.
10 Cf. S. Ldszlo, “Korai avar kardok”, Studia Comitatensia 22
(1991), 263-346 (German summary: 322-325). F. Daim, “Vom
Umgang mit toten Awaren”, J. Jarnut — M. Wemhoff — A. Nus-
ser (eds), Erinnerungskultur im Bestattungsritual: Archéologisch-
Historisches Forum (Mittelalter Studien 3), Munich 2003, 41-57.
1'J. Haldon, “Some aspects of early Byzantine arms and armour”,
D. Nicolle (ed.), A Companion to Medieval Arms and Armour,
Woodbridge 2002, 72. Grotowski, Arms and Armour, op.cit. (n.
3), 19-26. On the lack of information concerning the imperial mo-
nopoly of weapons after the time of Justin I, Kolias, Byzantinische
Waffen, op.cit. (n. 3), 146.

12 See also A. Babuin, Ta emibstind dnia twv Bvlavtivdv xatd
™mv voteon mepiodo (1204-1453), 1. Text, open access PhD dis-
sertation, University of Ioannina, Ioannina 2009 [https://thesis.
ekt.gr/thesisBookReader/id/18101#page/1/mode/2up], 35.

13 Bruhn Hoffmeyer, “Military equipment”, op.cit. (n. 3), 100-101.
Kolias, Byzantinische Waffen, op.cit. (n. 3), 134 note 8, 136. Gro-
towski, Arms and Armour, op.cit. (n. 3), 348-349. Yotov, “A new
Byzantine type”, op.cit. (n. 9), 114. Idem, “Byzantine Time Swords
(10th-11th Centuries) in Romania”, I. M. Tiplic (ed.), Proceedings
of the 1st International Conference, Interethnic Relations in Tran-
sylvania. Militaria Mediaevalia in Central and South Eastern Eu-
rope (Sibiu, October 14th-17th 2010), Sibiou 2011, 36.
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Fig. 1. Ancient Corinth, Zeiko. Aerial view of the Secondary School Excavation. Detail: The paved room where the sword was

found, after removal of the earth deposits.

Eurasian world with great mobility, inevitably influenced
Medieval weapon production, as swords are material ob-
jects usually devoid of distinctive cultural identity'%. Re-
searchers have identified certain types of swords as Byz-
antine', by capitalizing on every single available piece
of evidence, including representations in art'®, which,
however, are of variable reliability: they range from exact
copies to abstractions indifferent to detail.

Let us now return to the sword from Corinth. From
2008 to 2014, the former 25th Ephorate of Byzantine An-
tiquities, in a systematic attempt to explore and delimit

4 Haldon, «Some aspects», op.cit. (n. 11), 79. Yotov «Byzantine
Time Swords», op.cit. (n. 13), 36. D. Rabovyanov — S. Velikova,
“Medieval Sword from the Collections of the Russe Regional Mu-
seum of History”, Armi Antiche 2019, 11-12.

5 Concerning the typology of Byzantine swords see Haldon, “Some
aspects”, op.cit. (n. 11), 73. M. Aleksic, “Some typological features
of Byzantine spatha”, Recueil des travaux de I’Institut d’études by-
zantines XLVII (2010), 125, 129-130, 131. Grotowski, Arms and
Armour, op.cit. (n. 3), 350. Yotov, “A new Byzantine type”, op.cit.
(n. 9), 113-116. Idem, “Byzantine Time Swords”, op.cit. (n. 13), 36.
Rabovyanov — Velikova, “Medieval Sword”, op.cit. (n. 14), 11-12,
15, with previous literature.

19 Kolias, Byzantinische Waffen, op.cit. (n. 3), 33-34. Grotowski,
Arms and Armour, op.cit. (n. 3), 348, 353-354, 354-355, 355-356.
Yotov, “A new Byzantine type”, op.cit. (n. 9), 113.
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the extent of Byzantine Corinth, had implemented a proj-
ect of intensive archaeological surveys in areas far from
the already excavated archaeological site of the town.
The project resulted in the discovery of new, unknown
districts of Byzantine Corinth, in locations previously
considered bare of antiquities. The most impressive dis-
covery, without doubt, was the fact that the Byzantine
regional capital extended in all directions radiating from
the hitherto investigated area. More specifically, to the
west, at the sites of Koutsoukomachalas and Zekio!’, the
excavations revealed building complexes with a horizon
from the Proto-Byzantine period up to the 13th century,
which constitutes a cut-off period for the urban develop-
ment of the Peloponnesian town'®,

One of these sites was the 5000 sq. m. plot intended for
the construction of the new State Secondary School of An-
cient Corinth® (Fig. 1). The excavation uncovered exten-
sive building remains, namely Proto-Byzantine buildings

17 Athanasoulis, “Corinth”, op.cit. (n. 7), 204, fig. 180. D. Athana-
soulis — E. Manolessou, “Agyoa.ia Kéowboc. [dtoxtnoia A. Tourhi-
nd@. [Srontnoia T. Youd”, AD 69 (2014) [2020], Bla Chronika,
309-310, 343-345.

8 Athanasoulis, “Corinth”, op.cit. (n. 7), 207.

9 The building of the school had been planned since 2006. Excava-
tions have led to the postponement of this plan until further notice.
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Fig. 2. Ancient Corinth. The sword upon discovery and the ceramic grenade.

with mosaic and opus sectile floors, and strong walls
surviving to a considerable height, up to the springing
of the vaulting. Their construction quality indicates that
the buildings were probably upscale mansions®. The
area seems to have been temporarily abandoned at the
start of the transitional period, judging from the later
addition of a cist tomb and of a vaulted chamber con-
taining human skeletons?.. Red crosses had been paint-
ed on the plaster of walls, and the excavation yielded
no grave goods. The possibility that this vaulted under-
ground room belonged to an earlier building which was
re-used for funerary purposes once the area lost its resi-
dential character cannot be excluded. Given that it is not
located in the extra muros Proto-Byzantine necropolis-
es, and that it is not an intra muros ad sanctos burial, its
dating could be placed to the 7th century AD.

The proto-Byzantine ruins are put to new uses in the

20 As confirmed by further excavations conducted by the Ephorate
of Antiquities of Corinthia in recent years.

2l Athanasoulis — Manolessou, “Apyaio. Képwvbog. Zyxolwnd ov-
yrodtnua”, op.cit. (n. 2), 420.
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next centuries, with additions, modifications, sealing of
openings, changes of function etc. The later Medieval
complex also possessed storage and workshop areas: the
building in Zekio testifies to a renewed intensive use of
the area at least from the 9th century onwards.

The sword came to light in a collapse layer of this
middle Byzantine neighbourhood, near the east wall of a
rectangular area (Fig. 1). The excavation uncovered the
lower section of the room’s walls built from rubble and
clay mortar. The floor was covered with tiles from the
collapsed roof. The excavation of a layer of dirt over the
tiles led to the discovery of the sword (Fig. 2). The compo-
sition of the soil indicates that the upper part of the room’s
walls consisted of mud bricks, which collapsed on top of
the already fallen tiled roof, dragging along the sword,
which must have been hanging on the wall in its scabbard.

The southeastern rectangular section of the middle
Byzantine floor was stone-paved (Fig. 1), while the west
and northern sections were of packed dirt?2. The joints
of the paved floor were sealed with mortar, thus forming

22 Ibid,, 422, fig. 427.

AXAE MI™ (2022), 357-370
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Fig. 3. Ancient Corinth. The sword from Zekio, Corinthia.

an impermeable surface with a slight northern inclina-
tion, which directed the flow of liquids towards an un-
derground pear-shaped reservoir, lined with crushed-tile
mortar, with access footholds on the walls and a cavi-
ty for cleaning of subsidences. A storage pit was con-
structed to the west of the reservoir. One may conclude
therefore that the area had a storage, and possibly work-
shop function, and was part of the western edges of the
town, in a residential block probably outside the Medie-
val walls?®. The sword was found in a middle Byzantine
horizon, since on the same ground layer the excavation
uncovered a follis of Romanus I Lecapenus, dated to 931-
944% and in a layer higher than the sword an intact ce-
ramic grenade® (Fig. 2), without traces of glazing?.

2 Athanasoulis, “Corinth”, op.cit. (n. 7), 199-206, fig. 172.

24 Ph. Grierson, Catalogue of the Byzantine coins in the Dumbar-
ton Oaks Collection and in the Whittemore Collection, 3: Leo I11
— Nicephorus 111 (717-1081) [Part 2: Basil I to Nicephorus III
(867-1081)], Washington, D. C. 1973, 538, Class 4 (No 25) AD
931-944, pls XXX VIII, XXXIX.

% Athanasoulis — Manolessou, “Apyaio. Képwvbog. Zyxolwnd ov-
yrodétua”, op.cit. (n. 2), 422. Dimensions: ht. 0,13m., max. diame-
ter 0,10m. On these vessels in Greece see M. Michaelidou, “TTqAwva
ayyela yio extéEevon gumonotieig UAng”, N. Bonovas — A. Tzi-
tzibasi (ed.), Bvidvtio xat Apafes (exhibition catalogue: ITepto-
Suxn] ‘Exfeon, Movoeio Buvlavuvou Iloltiouot, Oxtafoiog
2011 — Iavovdpiog 2012), Thessaloniki 2011, 62-63, with previous
literature.

26 S, Vasileiadou, “ITHAva 0@atQoeldf ayyelo, Thavey yua exts-
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After the preliminary conservation of the sword by
the former 25th Ephorate of Byzantine Antiquities, its
form and importance was revealed (Fig. 3): it has a total
length of 0,84 m.?”. Its iron blade, 0,045 m. in width, is
double-edged and has no fuller?. The edges are parallel
in most of its length, and converge with a slight round-
ing towards the point, which is also slightly rounded®.
The hilt (Fig. 4), which consists of an iron grip integral
to the blade, has been fitted with a bronze straight hor-
izontal cross-guard with a six-sided ring*®, decorated at

Eevom sumonotiwic YANS”, Bvlavtio xar Apafeg, op.cit. (n. 25),
66 no. 24.

27 On the length of Byzantine swords, see Kolias, Byzantinische
Waffen, op.cit. (n. 3), 137. Aleksic, “Some typological features”, op.cit.
(n. 15), 129-130. Grotowski, Arms and Armour, op.cit. (n. 3), 344.

28 Kolias, Byzantinische Waffen, op.cit. (n. 3), 145-146. Grotowski,
Arms and Armour, op.cit. (n. 3), 355. Aleksic, “Some typological
features”, op.cit. (n. 15), 129. According to the Arab Al Kindi (9th
century AD), the lack of a fuller is a Byzantine characteristic (R.
G. Hoykand — B. Gilmpour, Medieval Islamic Swords and Sword-
making. Kindi’s treatise ‘On swords and their kinds’. Edition,
translation and commentary, Exeter 2012, 89, 90). M. Aleksic,
Medieval swords from Southeastern Europe. Material from 12th
to 15th centuries, Belgrade 2007, 10.

2 For these features, considered as Byzantine, see Bruhn Hoff-
meyer, “Military equipment”, op.cit. (n. 3), 91, 92. Kolias, Byzan-
tinische Waffen, op.cit. (n. 3), 141-145. Aleksic, “Some typologi-
cal features”, op.cit. (n. 15), 129. Grotowski, Arms and Armour,
op.cit. (n. 3), 355.

3 Aleksic, “Some typological features”, op.cit. (n. 15), 125.
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Fig. 4. The upper part of the sword with the bronze hilt: the front and back side and the narrow side, cross-sections of the hilt and

the blade.

the edges with simple bands and short, prismatic pointed
arms?!, and with integral arc-shaped sleeves covering the
upper part of the blade. Higher, the iron grip bore a wood-
en cladding™®, attached to it with two rivets, one over the
ring-shaped cross-guard and a second one at the bronze
pommel of the hilt. The pommel is spherical, with trian-

31 The Byzantine spatha probably inherited its short arms from the
Roman sword (gladius), which later increased in length [M. Tsurt-
sumia, “Medieval sword and sabre from the Georgian national mu-
seum”, Acta Militaria Mediaevalia X1 (2015), 161]. During the 9th-
10th centuries the arms of the cross-guard of Byzantine swords were
not long [Kolias, Byzantinische Waffen, op.cit. (n. 3), 143].

2 Kolias, Byzantinische Waffen, op.cit. (n. 3), 142-143. The type of
hilt combining wood and metal was widespread in the Byzantine
empire [Tsurtsumia, “Medieval sword”, op.cit. (n. 31), 161, with
previous literature].
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gular grooves on both sides, and has a height of 0.04 m.

The special characteristic of this type of sword are
the integral arc-shaped surfaces formed by the bronze
hilt, which cover the blade. Despite the losses due to ad-
vanced corrosion, one may distinguish important details.
On the rust of the iron grip, the shape of the wooden
cladding of the grip has been imprinted around the rivet,
attaching it to the iron grip. Furthermore, on the iron
grip where it meets the cross-guard, one may distinguish
on the rust traces of wrapping of the hilt with some kind
of filament, probably wire, something also not unfamil-
iar in sword grips*’. Traces of the wooden cladding can
also be detected on the upper part of the blade, right

3 Cf. Babuin, Ta emibetind dmia, op.cit. (n. 12), 48.

AXAE MI™ (2022), 357-370
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Fig. 5. Graphic reconstruction of the hilt.

under the arc-shaped covering, something which indi-
cates that the scabbard of the sword was wooden®. As al-
ready mentioned, the probable positioning of the sword,
hanging on the wall, presupposes that it was sheathed
in its scabbard, which must have possessed a baldric for
suspending the sword on the warrior’s right shoulder™.
The sword, at the time it was buried under the rub-
ble, was already considerably worn. Although it is not
possible to detect hits on its highly corroded blade, the

3 Kolias, Byzantinische Waffen, op.cit. (n. 3), 148. Grotowski,
Arms and Armour, op.cit. (n. 3), 345.

% Note the difference between the Byzantine (roman) type of
sword suspension over the shoulder as compared to the “paramer-
ion” worn from a waist-belt and hanging over the thigh, see J. F.
Haldon, “Some aspects of Byzantine military technology from the
Sixth to the Tenth centuries”, BMGS 1 (1975), 31. Kolias, Byzan-
tinische Waffen, op.cit. (n. 3), 137-138, 149-153. Grotowski, Arms
and Armour, op.cit. (n. 3), 345-346, 351 and n. 162, 356-357.
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bronze hilt bears obvious traces of wear and tear due to
its long use. Careful observation reveals that the integral
arc-shaped bronze blade sleeves have sustained serious
damage: the edges at the ends of the arcs are not shaped
as a finished surface, but have an irregular, jagged out-
line (Figs 3, 4). These irregular edges are in contrast
to the regularity of the outlines of the arcs, which are
intact and still preserve their geometrical shaping. Fur-
thermore, the arc on side A of the sword is punctuated
at the centre by one more protrusion with a jagged edge.
These clues lead to the conclusion that the bronze blade
sleeve was originally longer, and became truncated at
some point (Fig. 5). As will be shown below, swords of
this type have longer integral blade sleeves.

On the basis of the follis of Lecapenus and other con-
textual finds, the sword can be placed to a stratigraphic
horizon of the first half of the 10th century. However,
taking into consideration the wear and tear from its long
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use, its manufacture could easily be antedated to the sec-
ond half of the 9th century.

Indeed, the sword from Zekio, Corinthia has exact
parallels from this period. More specifically, it belongs
to type IA according to the classification of Byzantine
swords®®, This is a group of swords also termed Gara-
bonc type swords*’, from the Hungarian place name of
the first such sword discovered in a late Avar necropolis
of the second half of the 9th century. Since then, more
variants of this type have been located, all outside the
domain of the Eastern Roman Empire. Three have been
found in the Ukraine, at the sites of Vinitsa, Kharkov®

% Yotov, “A new Byzantine type”, op.cit. (n. 9), 116, 121, pl IL
Tsurtsumia, “Medieval sword”, op.cit. (n. 31), 161. For the most
common type of spatha between 9th-12th century: Aleksié, “Some
typological features”, op.cit. (n. 15), 121, 129.

3 B. M. Szdke, “Karolingerzeitliche Griberfelder I-IT von Garabonc-
Ofalu”, Die Karolingerzeit im unteren Zalatal. Griberfelder und
Siedlungsreste von Garabonc I-1I und Zalaszabar- Derzsdsziget,
Antaeus. Communocationes ex Instituto archaeologico, Budapest
1992, 92-96, pls 18, 20, 63. Idem, “Karoling-kori szolgalonépi te-
metkezések Mosaburg/Zalavar vonzdskorzetében: Garabone-Ofa-
Iu I-11”, Zalai Muzeum 5(1994), 263-264, figs 5, 7.2 and 9.1a-b. J.
Frings — H. Willinghofer (eds), Byzanz: Pracht und Alltag: Kunst-
und Ausstellungshalle der Bundesrepublik Deutschland (exhibiti-
on catalogue: Bonn, 26. Februar bis 13. Juni 2010), Bonn 2010,
293, fig. 102. Yotov, “A new Byzantine type”, op.cit. (n. 9), 116,
pl. IL4. Idem, “Byzantine Time Swords”, op.cit. (n. 13), 38. Idem,
“Byzantine Weaponry and Military Equipment in the Homilies of
St Gregory of Nazianzus (Par. gr. 510)”, Fasciculi Archaeologiae
Historicae 30 (2017), 155, fig. 3. G. V. Baranov, “Byzantine (Med-
iterranean) 9th-11th century swords with sleeve cross-guards” (in
Russian), Materials in Archaeology and History of Ancient and
Medieval Crimea, Archaeology, History, Numismatics, Sigillogra-
phy and Epigraphy 9 (2017), 251-252, fig. 2. Rabovyanov — Veliko-
va, “Medieval Sword”, op.cit. (n. 14), 12, 24, 27, fig. 4.

* Yotov, “Byzantine Weaponry”, op.cit. (n. 37), 155, fig. 4b. Baran-
ov, “Byzantine (Mediterranean) 9th-11th century swords”, op.cit.
(n. 37), 252, fig. 4. Rabovyanov — Velikova, “Medieval Sword”,
op.cit. (n. 14), 16-17, 27, fig. 9.

* Yotov, “A new Byzantine type”, op.cit. (n. 9), 116, miv. IL5.
Idem, “Byzantine Weaponry”, op.cit. (n. 37), 155, fig. 4a. G. V. Ba-
ranov, “A new find of a Byzantine sword-guard and a pommel in
Cherkasy Raion, Cherkasy Oblast, Ukraine” (in Russian), Materi-
als in Archaeology and History of Ancient and Medieval Crimea.
Archaeology, History, Numismatics, Sigillography and Epigraphy
7 (2015), 89, fig. 5. Idem, “Byzantine (Mediterranean) 9th-11th
century swords”, op.cit. (n. 37), 252, fig. 3. Idem, “New data on the
finding of a Byzantine sword in the Kharkov region” (in Russian),
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and Cherkasy“’, while later additions to the group include
a sword from Dinogetia*' and a Samanid sword dated to
the 8th-9th century, from Iran* (Fig. 6). The type could
be termed “swords with arc-shaped blade sleeves formed
by the bronze hilt”. It is depicted in Byzantine art of
the 9th-11th century, in manuscript illuminations, as
we shall see below, as well as in mosaics*®. They could
be considered a subgroup of a more general category of
swords with blade sleeves*. The scabbard fitted into the
gap between the blade and its bronze sleeve. In this way,
the opening of the scabbard was covered and protected.
At the same time, the blade sleeve offered the wielder the
possibility to use the so-called “Italian grip”, whereby the
index finger covers and passes in front of the cross-guard,
something allows both a better control of the sword and
a greater versatility of hits, including stabbing ones®.

The main deviation of the Corinth sword from the
other specimens of the group seems to be its extreme-
ly short arc-shaped blade sleeve. However, as previously
mentioned, this sleeve bore signs of damage at the edges,
something which indicates that it had been deformed
and the responds of the arcs could be restituted as lon-
ger (Fig. 5). Furthermore, one jagged protrusion at the

Historia I Swiat 8 (2019), 91-98. Rabovyanov — Velikova, “Medie-
val Sword”, op.cit. (n. 14), 16, 27, fig. 8.

40 Baranov, “A new find of a Byzantine sword-guard”, op.cit. (n.
39), 87-105, figs 1-4. Yotov, “Byzantine Weaponry”, op.cit. (n. 37),
155, fig. 4c. Baranov, “Byzantine (Mediterranean) 9th-11th centu-
ry swords”, op.cit. (n. 37), 252-253, figs 6, 7.3, 23.1. Rabovyanov
— Velikova, “Medieval Sword”, op.cit. (n. 14), 27, fig. 12.4.

4 M. Husdr — S. Ota, “Middle Byzantine period weapons from the
collections of the National Museum of Romanian History in Bu-
charest (also) used in Byzantium”, Materiale si cercetdri arheolog-
ice (Serie noud) 16 (2020), 229-231, pl. 1.

42 B. Mohamed (ed.), The Arts of the Muslim Knight: The Furusiyya
Art Foundation Collection, Milan 2008, 37, no. 8. Yotov, “A new
Byzantine type”, op.cit. (n. 9), 117, pl. IL.6. Idem, “Byzantine Weap-
onry”, op.cit. (n. 37), 155, fig. 4d. Baranov, “A new find of a Byzan-
tine sword-guard”, op.cit. (n. 39), 89, fig. 6. Idem, “Byzantine (Med-
iterranean) 9th-11th century swords”, op.cit. (n. 37), 252, figs 5, 25.
Rabovyanov — Velikova, “Medieval Sword”, op.cit. (n. 14), fig. 13.
43 Cf. the swords held by the St Bacchus in the mosaics of the katho-
likon of Daphni Monastery: N. Chatzidakis, EAAnvixn Téyvn. Bva-
vovd Yyneidwtd, Athens 1994, 245, no. 122, fig. 122 (end of the 11th
century). Grotowski, Arms and Armour, op.cit. (n. 3), figs 79a-b.

# Rabovyanov — Velikova, “Medieval Sword”, op.cit. (n. 14), fig. 12.
4 Rabovyanov — Velikova, “Medieval Sword”, op.cit. (n. 14), 10, 26-27.
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e f g h

Fig. 6. Swords with arc-shaped blade sleeves or Type 1A / Garabonc swords: (a) Graphic reconstruction of the front side of the
hilt with the missing decoration of the sleeve. (b) Cherkasy sword. (¢) Hilt pommel from Corinth. (d) Garabonc. (e) Kharkov. (f)

Vinitsa. (g) Dinogetia. (h) Iran (Samanid).

center of the arc indicates that part of the integral arc-
shaped sleeve has been removed.

The restoration of the truncated form is facilitated by
a comparison with the sword from Cherkasy, which also
has two different sides, strikingly similar to those of the
Zekio sword. On the basis of that, it is possible to repre-
sent the original form of the Zekio sword as shown in the
drawings in Figs 5, 6a. More specifically, in the Ukrainian
parallel (Fig. 6b), the integral blade sleeve was long, and
bore on one of the arc-shaped sides a perforated palmette,
of the fleur-de-lys type. Between the horizontal and verti-
cal lobes of the motif, a small horizontal joint was insert-
ed, obviously in order to support the motif at the three
tapering ends of the lobes. Correspondingly, the Corinth
sword preserves on one side arc-shaped blade covering in
truncated form, while on the other side the space within
the arc was filled by a now missing decorative element
(Fig. 5b), joined to the centre of the arc and probably to
the two now shortened responds.

It should be noted that the pommels of the Corinth
and the Cherkasy swords are identical, and furthermore
bear a great resemblance to a pommel discovered in 1938
also in Corinth* (Fig. 6¢). Because of its resemblance

4 Davidson, Minor Objects, op.cit. (n. 4), 202, no. 1565, pl. 92. The
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with the pommels from Cherkasy and Zekio, the latter
should be considered contempraneous to them.

On the basis of the above, the now fully document-
ed classification of two Corinthian swords (one intact,
and one of which only the pommel survives) to the 9th
century Garabonc type swords, confirms our earlier con-
jecture that this sword type originates from Byzantine
weapon-smithies. In fact, its considerable geographical
spread indicates a production centre connected to all the
areas of dispersion. In the 9th-10th centuries, this can
only be Constantinople itself. As a result, the contribu-
tion of the Corinthian find from Zekio is of key impor-
tance for the research on Byzantine weapon production.

The find from Zekio bears traces which indicate
that it belongs to a specific variant of the sword with
integral blade sleeve type, in which the arc on one side
bears a decorative motif, and more specifically a fleur-
de-lys. The type of the motif is corroborated not only by
the sword from Cherkasy but also by its depiction as a
sword decoration in the miniatures of the Emperor Ba-
sil I manuscript containing the Homilies of Gregory of

pommel was excavated in the area of the church of Saint John. It
is mentioned in conjunction with pottery coins of Justin II, John
Tzimiskes, Michael IV etc.
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Nazianzus?’, created exactly at the time of the manufac-
ture of the sword (879-883) (Fig. 7a and b).

The motif of the three-lobed palmette, later known in
heraldry as fleur-de-lys, which decorates some of the in-
stantiations of the Garabonc type, is very popular in Byz-
antium. It occurs in various art forms of the 9th-10th cen-
tury, such as sculpture*, the minor arts*, and pottery®.

47 Ms. Paris. gr. 510. Paris, Bibliotheque Nationale, folios 137, 215v,
H. Omont, Miniatures des plus anciens manuscrits grecs de la Biblio-
théque nationale du Vle au XIVe siecle, Paris 1929, 20, pl. XXXII
(137v), and 23-24, pl. XXXIX (215v). For a comparison of this sword
type with the ones represented in these miniatures see Yotov, “A
new Byzantine type”, op.cit. (n. 9), 117. Idem, “Byzantine Weapon-
ry”, op.cit. (n. 37), 155, 161, figs 6-9. Baranov, “A new find of a Byz-
antine sword-guard”, op.cit. (n. 39), 89-90, fig. 7. Idem, “Byzantine
(Mediterranean) 9th-11th century swords”, op.cit. (n. 37), 252-253,
figs 7, 8. Cf. Aleksi¢, “Some typological features”, op.cit. (n. 15), 130.
4 1. B. Goktiirk, “Bizans Tas Eserlerinde Zambak (Fleur-de-Lis) Mo-
tifi: Tipolojik Bir Degerlendirme (The Lily Motif / Fleur-de-Lis) on
Byzantine Stone Works: A Typological Assessment)”, SDU Faculty
of Arts and Sciences, Journal of Social Sciences 52 (2021), 163-
181. A three lobed palmette can be found in several instances of
9th-11th century sculptures. An indicative list: Saint Gregory Theo-
logian, Thebes (871/72): G. A. Sotiriou, “O év Gpaig fulovtivog
va.og F'onyoplov 1ot Gsoldyov”, AE 1924, 17, 18, figs 27-29, which
may have had metal models (M. Panayotidi, Les monuments de
Grece depuis la fin de la crise iconoclaste jusqu’a an mille, Texte
1, unpublished These de Doctorat de Ille cycle, Paris 1969, 107).
Saint Demetrios, Thessalonike: A. Grabar, Sculptures byzantines du
Moyen Age 1 (1Ve-Xe siecle) (Bibliotheque archéologique et his-
torique de Pinstitut frangais d’archéologie d’Istanbul XVII), Paris
1963, pl. XLIII, fig. 2. Virgin of Skripou, Orchomenos (873/74): M.
G. Sotiriou, “O vaog tHg Zxourotg Tig Bowwtiag”, AE 1931, 147,
figs 28, 29, p. 149, fig. 30. Grabar, Sculptures op.cit., pl. XL fig. 3, pl.
XLI figs 3-5, pl. XLII fig. 9. A. H. S. Megaw, “The Skripou screen”,
BSA 61(1966), 29, no. 1, pl. 1b, f, 30, no. 5, pl. 2a, c, 31, no. 22, pl. 3,
b, 31, no. 15, pl. 4b. Protaton, Holy Mountain, Bema pier (ca. 1000
AD): Th. N. Pazaras, “Sculpture in Macedonia during the Middle
Byzantine Period”, J. Burke — R. Scott (eds), Byzantine Macedonia.
Art Architecture Music and Hagiography. Papers from the Mel-
bourne Conference, July 1995, Melbourne 2001, 29, fig. 49.

% See instances in the exhibition catalogue: H. C. Evans — W.D.
Wixom (eds), The Glory of Byzantium. Art and culture of the
Middle Byzantine Era A.D. 843-126 1, New York 1997: a proces-
sional cross (late 10th century) from Adrianople, 59 no. 23 (D.
G. Katsarelias); the Harbaville ivory triptych (Constantinople),
(mid-11th century), 133-134 no. 80 (I. Kalavrezou); panel with the
enthroned Virgin and Child, Constantinople (10th-11th century),
140-141 no. 87 (O. Z. Pevny).

% Fleur-de-lys on a 12th century sherd, S. Kalopissi-Verti (ed.),
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It also seems to be closely connected to the iconog-
raphy of the period of the Macedonian Dynasty. For
example, we may mention the palmettes of this type on
the loroi of the emperors Constantine I and Justinian
I in the Hagia Sophia mosaic®!, (around 1000), as well
as on the tunic of Basil II on the homonymous Venice
psalter®? The depiction of trefoil palmettes on the back
of the throne of Christ in front of which Leo VI the Wise
prostrates himself in the mosaic (ca. 912) of the exonar-
thex in Hagia Sophia> may be not be accidental, since
the image represents a royal throne.

The iconic importance of the motif of the trefoil
palmette in imperial iconography continued after the
Macedonian dynasty, as evidenced by the palmette dec-
orating the skaramangion of Michael VI Doukas (Ni-
kephoros Botaneiates according to the inscription)>
as well as by the fleur-de-lys on the royal garment of
the Norman Roger II, in the mosaic of Saint Mary’s of
the Admiral in Palermo (1146-1151), which was exe-
cuted by a Byzantine workshop™. Trefoil palmettes are
also depicted in manuscript illuminations of the 10th
and 11th centuries, on buildings resembling palaces

THavemotjuio AOnvaov — Tuijua lotopiag xar Apxatoroyias. Mov-
oeio Apyatoloyiag xat lotopiag Tns Téxvne. Atdaxtixy ovAloynq
Bulavrviic xau uetafuvlavtiviic xepauixns, Athens 2003, 84-85.
5! Chatzidakis, Bviavtivd Yneidwtd, op.cit. (n. 43), 233 no. 34,
fig. 34. Cf. the trefoil palmettes on the chlamys of St Demetrius and
St Sergius in the mosaic paintings (mid 7th century AD) on the
Bema pillars of Saint Demetrius in Thessaloniki (G. and M. Sotiri-
ou, ‘H paocilixi) To0 Ayiov Anuntoiov Osooalrovixns Aevxwua.
Iivaxes Apyitextovixiic-I' vrtixiic- Zoyoagixis- Evonudtwv
xal Avaotnidoewg To0 uvnueiov, Athens 1952, pl. 65a, B).

52 G. Galavaris, EAAnvixn Téxvn. Zwyooagixn Bulaviivdv yeioo-
yodgwv, Athens 1995, 225, no. 55, fig. 55 (fol. IIIr, MS gr. 17, ca.
1004. Venice, Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana).

3 E. J. W. Hawkins, “Further Observations on the Narthex Mosaic
in Saint Sophia at Istanbul”, DOP 22 (1968), 159, figs 1, 2.

3 Galavaris, Zwyoagixi Buiavtivdv ysipoyodewv, op.cit. (n.
52), 232 no. 92, fig. 92 (fol. 2v, MS Coislin 79, Homilies of John
Chrysostome, 1074-1078, Paris, Bibliotheque Nationale), with pre-
vious literature. Cf. the garments of the emperor Nicephorus Bota-
neiates and of Maria Alane in a miniature of the same manuscript,
fol. 2 bis v., Glory of Byzantium, op.cit. (n. 49), 182, 207, 209, no
143 (H. Maguire).

5 E. Kitzinger, The Mosaics of St. Mary’s of the Admiral in Pal-
ermo (Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection), Wash-
ington, D. C. 1990, 189-190, 195, 261-262, 263, 313-316, cat. no.
71, figs XXIII, 120.
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Fig. 7. Sword depictions in MS Paris. gr. 510: (a) Folio 137r, and (b) Folio 215v, details.

and royal mansions, or at the corners of miniatures>.

More relevant to the discussion is the depiction of
a trefoil palmette on the horse tack, and as a shield
emblem, of a courtier official behind the emperor in
the historical wall-painting on the south wall of Saint

% Cf. Galavaris, Zwyoaguxi] fulaviivév yeipoyodgwy, op.cit.
(n. 52), 221 no. 33, fig. 33 (fol. 10b, MS 43-Four Gospels, 950-
960, Holy Mount Athos, Stavronikitas monastery), 220 no. 28,
fig. 28 [fol. 41b, MS Chis. gr. 45 (R.VIIL. 54), Prophets, ca. 950,
Vatican, Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana]. A. Cutler —N. Patterson
Sevéenko, “A recently Discovered Ivory of Saint Ignatios and the
lions”, A. Cutler — A. Papaconstantinou (eds), The Material and
the Ideal. Essays in Medieval Art and Archaeology in honour of
Jean-Michel Spieser, Leiden — Boston 2007, 121-122, fig. 4 (Me-
nologion of Basil II, ca. 985, Vat. gr. 1613, fol. 258). St. M. Pelekan-
idis — P. K. Christou — Ch. Mavropoulou-Tsioumi — S. N. Kadas,
Oi Onoavpol ot Ayiov Opovs. Eixovoyoagnuéva xelooyoaga.
Iapaotdoeis — Exititia — Agywxa Todupata, 1, I[Towtdtov, M.
Atovvoiov, M. Kovtiovuovoiov, M. Enoomotduov, M. Tonyo-
olov, Athens 1973, MS 34, Four Gospels (10th century), 408-409,
fig. 80; MS 61, Sixteen Homilies of Gregory the Theologian (11th
century), 415, 416, 418, figs 107, 113, 116, 117; MS 587, Lection-
ary (1059), 434-435, 437, 438, 439, 444, 445, 446, figs 189, 202,
216, 222, 258, 264, 266, 272, 275.
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Demetrius in Thessaloniki®’, which, according to a re-
cent study>®, must represent the Emperor Leo VL

In the sword from Cherkasy, as well as on those de-
picted in Ms. Paris. gr. 510, the prominent use of the
fleur-de-lys on a status symbol such as the sword cannot
be considered merely decorative, but rather equivalent
to a diacritic symbol. The use of the specific type of pal-
mette of the imperial iconography on weapons, such as
shields and swords, and especially the faithful represen-
tation of this sword type on the miniatures of the im-
perial Ms. Paris. gr. 510 as described above, indicates a
direct connection of the production of these weapons to
the imperial smithies and armouries of Constantinople.

To sum up, at the site of Zekio, Ancient Corinth, in
the west sector of Byzantine Corinth, excavations revealed
an almost intact sword, which presents characteristics
allowing its classification as Byzantine, on the basis of

57 Sotiriou, BaotAixl) Ayiov Anuntoiov, op.cit. (n. 51), pl. 78.

% A. Mentzos, “H ‘lotoxi] toyoyeagpic’ tov vootd touv Ayiou
Anuntoiov”, Makedonika 34/1 (2003-2004), 209-227. The con-
nection of the motif to the Macedonian dynasty may corroborate
the hypothesis of the identification of the Emperor depicted in the
wall-painting with Leo VL.
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parallels, of its location in a Byzantine city but not in a
grave, of its dimensions®, of the form of the blade, of its
materials (iron blade with bronze cross-guard)®, as well
as of its similarity with swords depicted in Byzantine
art, especially in Paris. gr. 510°.

The sword from Corinth is now the seventh instance of
a specific type of swords, known as 1A or Garabonc type.
On the basis of the excavation contextual data, the dating
of the parallel instances of swords, and its artistic repre-
sentations (Paris. gr. 510), it can be dated to the second
half of the 9th century. Given that an identical pommel
had been uncovered in earlier excavations in Corinth, it
should be considered that the Peloponnesian city displays
two instances of Byzantine swords. Both were discovered
in locations unconnected to official spaces or military use
(such as the Acrocorinth). It is possible that the Zekio
sword was in a workshop awaiting repair, considering the
fact that in the same space, apart from workshop instal-
lations (impermeable flooring, reservoir, storage pit), one
more weapon, a ceramic grenade, was found.

The owner of the sword was most probably a
high-ranking military officer in Corinth, one of the most
important regional centres of Byzantine administration
and of the imperial army®?, with a key role in the im-

% Kolias, Byzantinische Waffen, op.cit. (n. 3), 137. For example,
the cross-guard has a length of 0.09 m, similarly to the sword from
Cherkasy (0.105 m).

% Haldon, “Some aspects”, op.cit. (n. 11), 73. Aleksi¢, “Some ty-
pological features”, op.cit. (n. 15), 125, notes the scarcity of finds
bearing bronze cross-guards in Europe.

% In these representations one may clearly discern the type of the
Byzantine spatha, Aleksi¢, “Some typological features”, op.cit.
(n. 15), 130, 131. Cf. Rabovyanov — Velikova, “Medieval Sword”,
op.cit. (n. 14), 24, 29, fig. 11, with previous literature.

2 Athanasoulis, “Corinth”, op.cit. (n. 7). Athanasoulis, The Castle
of Acrocorinth, op.cit. (n. 6).

368

plementation of the policy of control and “ypairwoig”
(grecization) of the Slavs of the Peloponnese, a process
which was still ongoing during the 10th century®.

The considerable geographic dispersion of the type
1A /Garabonc swords with arc-shaped blade sleeve formed
by the hilt safely indicates as their centre of production
the city of Constantinople itself. Of the seven swords be-
longing to the group, two of them, the one from Corinth
and that from Cherkasy could form a special sub-cat-
egory as products of the same workshop, due to their
identical form. The decoration of the swords of subtype
Corinth/Cherkasy, with the iconic fleur-de-lys, connects
the sword to the imperial emblems of the period of the
Macedonian dynasty and renders the hypothesis of their
attribution to an imperial weapon smithy of Constanti-
nople, in the mid 9th century, very attractive.

% D. Athanasoulis, “To €oyo g 251 EBA otnv Apxadia (2011-
2014)”, To Apyaioroyixd Epyo twv Egogeidv Agyaiotitwy
xatd v yoovixi xepiodo 2011-2019, forthcoming.

Illustration credits
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MEZOBYZANTINO XITA®I AIIO THN KOPIN®GO

T o aTouXd OTAa oL ELOROTEQN TO ALYYEUWAYCL, OTTMC
o omo0Ld, el Wiaitepn onuaoic o€ GAES TIC TEOVEM-
TEQIXES ®OLWVWVIES ®aL OM TiC pecalwvirée. To Buldvrtio
dev amotelel eEalpeon. Qot600, 01OV EMAOXG YO
xno eldmdtepa oty Képwvbo, ta heiypava and omadid
elval olydoBua xaL o xax XoTAoTOoN SLOTHENONG.

To 2014, oe cwotny avaoroagy otv Agyaia Ko-
owbo, otV Béon «ZExlo», oe owrdmedo dmov mEOPAe-
wéTav 1 oroddunon oyoretov (Ewx. 1), avevpédnxe éva
anépato futavtivé orabi. Ta mpmtopfulavivd gpelmia
TOAVTELDV ®TNEIWY TOV OTORAAMIPONRAY OTOV YWDEO,
EMAVOALYONOWOTOLOVVTOL OTOVS ETOUEVOVS CLLDVES, UE
TEOOON®ES, UETUOREVES, OPEAYIOUO AVOLYUATMV, Oh-
hayéc yonone ®.Am. To uecowvirs, Théov, ovyreaTy-
ua OLEbeTe naL YWEOVS arodnrevTIROVS, TOAVEV HL
€0Y0OTNOLAXOVS OTO CUYRQOTNUA OTO ZEXLO TEXUNQL-
@veTaL EavA EVTOTLIXT YONON TOV YHEOV TOVAGYLOTOV
amd tov 90 advo ®o eENe.

To omabi NABe 010 PWg 08 OTEODUO RATAQEEVONS-
ROTOOTQOPNGS ALVTNGS NS UeCOPVTAVTIVAC YELTOVLAS, O
XDQO UE OLTOONKREVTINY, EVOEYOUEVIIC, KOl EQYOLOTNOL-
axn yofion (Ew. 1, 2). Exi tov damxédov tov Yoo,
Omov Pédnxre, evromiotnre QOIS TOV Pouavotd A”
Aoxamnvoy, tov 931-944 u.X. Snuewvetar 6tL Ynho-
TeQa 0t To oAl elye avevpedel naL axépon reQUUL-
%1 yewoofoufida (Ewx. 2).

To omadi (Ewx. 3, 4) éxer winog 0,84 w. H owdepévia
Aemida tov, mhdtovg 0,045 w., eivar apgpliotoun rot dev
draB€ter vevpmon. Ou nopelg Paivovy mapdiinho o€
6ho TO UNrog ¢ Aemidag ovyxrAivoviag xoumvAovue-
veg AMyo mowv amd TV auyur, TOV €TLONS TAQOVOLALEL
wnEn ®ouTvASTYTA. TNV A1), Tov amoteheltal and
TOV OVUQUT Ue TV Aertida o1deQévio vV, €xeL TEO-
OOQUOOTEL YAAXIVOC €UOVYQOUUOS YELQOPUALXTNOAC
ue eEATAEVO SONTUALO, ROOUNUEVO OTO ARQC UE ALTTAEC
TOLVIES ROl POAYEIS, TOLOWATIXNS LWOQPNE, OEUANKRTOUC
Boayioves ®xabwbc xar ovugpuy ToEwTd ®oAVUUATO TNG
véveone g hemidac. O oudepéviog mupnvac e Aafig
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€pepe EUMVY eévduom, N omoio TEOoNAWVATAY O Q-
OV pe dvo melpove. To uiho (Vpoc 0,04 w., Ewx. 4) elvor
OQOLOXO, UE TOLYWVIXES EYROTEC OTIC OV0 GYelc. AMAO
€vo TopouoLo ogaipmuo elye eviomiotel TalaldTeQM,
nél otnv Képuwvbo.

To Wdaltepo YCEAXTNELOTIXG OVTOU TOU TUTOU
omaBov elval oL OVUQUEIS TOEMTES EMLPAVELES TOU
oynuatier n yaAxivn Ao xolvmtoviog Ty YEveon
e Aemidac (Ewx. 4, 5). Ané tv mapationon tmv ¢bo-
QWY CVTMOV TV ETLPAVELDV TEORVTTEL OTL TO YAAKL-
vo ®xdAvupa te Aemidag HTav naxeUTeQo 1ot ®AToLd
oTryur; xohoPdOnxe.

Me Bdaon tov @Shit Tov Aaxommvoy %ot ta Aoutd
ovvevpniuata, tTo oradi prwoel va eviaydel oe oToW-
UOLTOYQOLPLXOUS 00(LOVTES TOV TEMTOV Hioov Tov 100v
awva. Qotdoo, €xovrag voyn T @Hoeéc amd TV
woxQd YOO TOV, 1 YOOVOLOYIC ROTAOREVNS Bal wwo-
povoe va avéfel xaL 0to dgUTEQO WO Tov Yov VL.

To omaB( g KopivBou foloxel axroifn moodAinia
oo QVTHY TNV ETOYN, RaBWC evidooetal otov TUmo 1A
TV Bulavivdy orabldy, 6Tmg €XOUV KATIYOQLOTOL-
nBel. Avtd meorypdgpovtal xat wg «tvmov Garabone»
(Ewt. 6), amd 1o ovyyours Tormviilo ToV TohTOV 0o
010U oV eVTOTMIOTNHE OF VOTEQOUPUQLXT VEXQOTOAN
Tov 0eUTEQOV wioov Tov 9ov audva. AANEC TOQUA-
Aayéc tov TUmov mpogpyovial amd Tic Béoeig Vinitsa,
Kharkov xou Cherkasy tng Ovxpaviog, evdd otnv (S
ouada €xer mpootelel éva Elpog amd v Dinogetia #u
éEva oopovidnd omabi, tov 8ov-9%ov audva, axd To
Iodv. O 1Umog Ba wropovoe vo amoxaleltal «omadd
ue ovupuéc otV Ao ToEmTO ®alvppuo Aemidac».

Tnv amoxatdotaon g ®*oAoPouévng Loeeng diev-
®oAUveL 10 omadi amd 1o Cherkasy, wov €yel emiong dvo
OLOLPOQETIRES OYPELS, EVIVTWOLUKA OUOLES UE EREIVEC
ToV 0ma010U ad 10 Zéxto. To mpwto €pepe otV uia
toEw T TAevEd TOV dLdTENTO AVOERLD, OTOV TUTO TOU
nowdvlenov. Avtiotoyo, oto oradi tng Kopiviov n
wio Thevpd dratneel xolofwuévo to ToEwTd nAlvuua,
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hemidog, evad otV GAAN 61 TO ®EVS EVIGES TOV TOEUA-
Alov minpwvotav and €va otolxeio mov ofuepa €yeL
amorEovodel xoL ovVOEdTAY UE TO ®EVTEO TOV TOEOU
%Ol TEOPOVHS Ue T dUo roloPwuéva modaond Tov.
ITavouotdtumo elval xot to wijho mov €gepav T dVo
onabid and v Képwvbo »at 1o Cherkasy.

“Yotepa oo TO TAUQATAV®, 1 TEXUNQLMUEVY EVTO-
En Ovo, mAéov, omabudv tng KopivBouv —€va oyeddv
an€pao 1oL €va amd 1o omoio €xel owbel to ogai-
powuo— oty oudda Eupdv timov Garabonc tov 9ov
advo empefortdver Ty, amhdg ewalouevn uéyor on-
UEQQ, TEOEALEVON aVTOY TOV TUOV atd Ta Pulaviwvd
omhovgyeio. Maliota, N ueYaAn YeEWYQOQPLXY TOV €EG-
TAWOT VITOOERVUEL M HEVTQO TAQAYWYNG EVAL ROUPL-
%6 ONUELD TOV CVVOEETAUL UE ONES TIC TEQLOYES OLOLOTTO-
04, To omoto dev Ba urwopovoe va eival aiho, tov 100
adva, axd v Kovotaviwoumoly. "Etot, 1 ovufoiy
TOV 20QLVOLOXOU EVOHUOTOS OTd TO ZEXLO ElvVaL ®Oou-
Bung onuaoiog ywoo ™V texunoimwon g Pulavtivig
OTTAOTTOLQAYWYNS.

> ulo SYn tov voAdupuatog thg Aemidag tov to
onad( e KopivBov €pepe mbavie wg diaxoountixd
notifo éva xowdvheuo (Ewt. 6). Avtd TerumoLdveToL
ue to omabi and 1o Cherkasy alhd xoiL amwd v amet-
%®OVLON TOV 0 OmafLd 0TS VYNAIES TLOTTNTOS WKQO-
yooapieg ToU YELROYQAQPOV TOV avtoxdToQe Baot-
Aefov A" e tig outhieg tov T'onyoptov Naliavinvov
(Ew. 7), 1o omolo guhoteyviOnxe axode v emoyn
A TOO0REVHS TOV omtafov (879-883). To notifo tov Ttol-
@UALOV avBeriov —yvwotoU amd TV e0aldxr wg ®OL-
vaveéuov, mov noouel oplouéva mapadelyuata Tov To-
mov Garabonc, eivar dnuo@héc oty Bulaviwvi Té€xvn
Tov 90v-100v atdva xat paivetol 6Tl CUVOEETUL UE TNV
QVTOXQOTOQLXT €rOVOYQOplo e Maxedovirng Ov-
vaotelog, ®afde tétola avhéuo xoouovv ta evovua-
TO VTORQATOQMV OE YELQOYQUPA %Ol OTY UVNUELOLXY
Coyoagurij g mepLddov. H eufAnuatiny onuacio wov
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elxe to notifo tov TeipuArov avBeniov otV cvTorQO-
TOQLXN EXOVOYQUQIO CUVEYIOTN®E ROl LETA TN Moxe-
dovixn dvvaotelo. To toipuiho avBéuio ewovitetal
¢ éupinua aomidac avirov agliouatovyov ctiow arxd
TOV QUTOXQATOQO, OTNV LOTOQXY TOLOYQU®iC OTOV
véTLo tolYo Tou Aylov Anuntpiov Oscoalovinng, Tov
{owg umwoel vo TOVTLOTED He TOV aVToXREATOoQN AfO0-
via 2T . H yonom tov ovyxexouévou timov avieuiov
NG QUTOXQOTOQKNG EXOVOYQU@IaS €l OTAWY, GTWC
oe aomidec xau Elpn, nat, rVElwe, N TLOTH ATERAVION
avToY TOV TUTOV O0maBL0U 0TI WIXQOYQOPIES TOV ALV-
TORQATOQWOV YELQOYQdov Paris. gr. 510, umopel va
ovvdéoel amevhelog TV TaQAYWYN AUTN UE TA QLUTO-
©oaToQ XA omAovpyeio Tng Kwvotaviivovmoine.

H uweydin yewmyoagixn dtoomood tov tdmov 1A/
Garabonc/«omaBud we ovugués oty hafh ToEwtd %a-
AMppo Aertidag» vmodewnviel ue aopaiela mg ®EVIQO
nooaywyns tovg v Kowvotavtivovmohn. Ané avtd, 1o
onadi ™g KopivBov xat exeivo tov Cherkasy umwogovv
VO OUYXRQOTNOOUV €01 VTTOXATNYOQIO WS TEOIOVTA
oV (O1ov gpyaotneiov. H dtandounon twv omadudy g
vrroxratnyopiag Cherkasy/KéouwvBog, ue to eufAnuatind
®OWAVOENO, OVVOEEL TO OO HUE TNV AVTOXQOTOQLKY
ewovoypagio e Maredovirig duvaoteiog ®ot ®obi-
0td deheaoTinn TV V6Beon anddooNg TOVS OE ALUTO-
©oatoEx6 omAoveyeio ™¢ Kwvotaviivoimolng tov
eV TEQOV ooV TOV 90U aLLdVaL.

Anuntorog ABavacoving, Ao Apyaroldyos-Bulavtivoddyog
AwevOvuvrig Epopeias Agyatotitmv KuxAddwv
dathanasoulis@gmail.com

EAévn Mavwiéooov, Ap Apyaioddyos-Bulavtivodloyog
ITooiotauévn Tujuatos ZvAloyns F'AvmTinig,
Evdoylumtinis, Keooauixns, Mixooteyviag,
Ypaoudtwv xar Movoouddwv

Bulavtivo xar Xototiavizo Movoeio
emanolessou@culture.gr
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