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Ioavve KoAtoido-Maxen

MOAYBAOBOYAAA ME AIIEIKONIZH 2KHNHZX
AITIO TO BIO TOY AI'TIOY AHMHTPIOY

Ta TehevTaia ¥oovio £xeL amodeLyBel OTL 1) CLOTNUATL-
%1 UEAETN TNG €OovoYQoQias Twv pworuBdofouilwy
EUTTAOVTITEL ONUOVTIXA TLS YVIOELS Pag Yo T Cawryoapt-
%1 TOV HEYAAWY £QYWV TG uEoMG PuiavTivig stepLtodov,
eoOvmV xaL toryoyeapumv. Ou xapdxtes ovvnOltav va
amofavatiCovv endvm ota BovAhmTHOLX, LE TO OTOLOL
ot BuCavtvol ogeayilav tnv arinloyoapio tovg, dm-
UOQLAELS EROVES OVUPUOVA TTAVTA, UE TS TTQOTLUTOELS TWV
TEAATAOV TOVG. ME TOV TROTO auTO dlaomON®ay £wg TLg
NUEQES UOS AVTLYQUPX OUTMV TWV ELXOVOV, TTOV ELTE Ei-
VoL EVTEAMS AyvOoTa EiTe EAAYLOTA YVOOTA amd GANeC
oVUYYQOVES TTINYES. EVOLopeQoV TTapaderypat atoTeAEL ot
oxnvy arto o Blo Tov ayiov AnunTeiov, TV omoia evio-
nioape oe el poAuPddfoviha ypovoroyouueva oTo
100 awwva, ex Twv ool Ta. V0 artoxrevTor 0to Nout-
ouatind Movosio ABGnvav! xal To Teito ot Suhhoyr
tov Kévrgov Buloviivov Zmovdwv Dumbarton Oaks
otnv Oudowvyxtov?. Tlgdxerton o T oxXnvY g €v-
Moyiag Tov aryiov NEoToQog artd Tov dylo AnuntoLo ué-
o0 0T uhaxt, Alyo oLy amd TNV TAAY TOU TTEAOTOU UE
TO LOVOUAY0 Avaio.

ZOugova pe 1o yvwoto Bguio, eved 0 Avaiog, euvooupe-
VOG HOVOUAY0G Tov autoxpdtopa Fahéorov Magyuo-
VOU, ELOEQYETAL OTO OTASLO YL VO LOVOUAXT|OEL UE TOV
Néotopa, veaQd XoLoTiavo, @ilo Tov Anuntolov, o Né-
OTMQ EMORETTETOL TOV AnuiTtoLo, Tov Poloretol 10m
otn Quhaxt, xou Cntel T fonBewd Tov. O Anuntolog tov

1. KM. Kwvotavtoroviog, BuSavtiand poivBoofovila toi év
Abnvaig EOvixot Nowouatixot Movoeiov, ABMvar 1917, aplf. 7
(o7o eEng: Kovotavtonovrog). G. Schlumberger, Mélanges d’archéo-
logie byzantine, ITagiol 1895, ag1f. 30 (augoteQoL oL ovyyQapels me-
QLYQAQOUV TN OXNVI] WG TAQLOTAVOUCX TOV GyLo ANutoLo gvlo-
yovuevo aro tn @eotoxo). [pooxtijuara Nowwouatixov Movoei-
ov ABnvay érovg 1931, Aweed Mnevaun, aglf. Evp. AH 10/1931.

2. J. Nesbitt - N. Oikonomides, Catalogue of Byzantine Seals at Dum-
barton Oaks and in the Fogg Museum of Art, 1-3, 1991, 1994, 1998,

€ULOYEL RO TTQOPNTEVEL TN) VIXT] TOV, AAAG KO TO ETUKEL-
uevo paetveLd tov. Iodyuatt, o Néotwo xatd t dude-
AELQL TG UOVOUQYLOG ETIXONELTOL TOV XQOLOTO %Ol GXO-
tavel Tov Avaio. Toéte o MoEyuavog, EEalhog, ToV %a-
TIYOQEL YLt GUVEQYELD, OE OLYELOL KO TOV ATTOXEPAALTEL.
O Anpnitorog Beweitan vraitiog Yo to dvato Tov Av-
ailov xou exteleitol. H avotéom oxnvi) tng svhoyiog me-
oLypdgpeTon wg €ENG 0To deTEQO PaQTUEOAOYLO (Passio
altera) Tov arylov Anunteiov: éxdpauwv (6 Néotwg) év
@ épvidrreto M (6 AnuToLog) *ai TecwY €l TOVC
wodag avtov EAeyev: AovAe To Ocot Anuitote, fovio-
uar T Avaip povouayioar, dii’ evEai pot tov Xototov
ovoudoag. ‘O 0¢ dytog momaag v 1ot XpLotot opea-
yida €l e T0 pétwmov xal Ty xapdiay avtov, Amélv-
oev avtov elonxac. Kai tov Avaiov vixijoeis, xal Dméo
Xowotod paptvoioeis’.

'Ontog SNADVOLV oL ETLYQAPES 0TOVGS 0TOBOTUITOUGS, TO
nev poAuBoopouiro s Zulhoyis touv Dumbarton Oaks
avirel otov Kinuevta, faotund orabdoo xaw xoupe-
ndowo Oeaoahovixng (Ew. 1), To 8¢ tov Nomwopoatinon
Movoegiov AONVmV aviixouv 6Tov ZTovdxLo, facthxd
ontafaQoRAVOLOATO, TEWTOVOTAQLO %O KOUUEQHLAQLO
O¢ocarovirng (Ew. 2), nou otov Kooud, omabooroufi-
XKOVAGQLO %o TRWTOovoTagLo avtiotorya (Ew. 3). H em-
yoagn oto televtaio poAvfdopfoviho, to omoio givar
adnpooievto, £xeL wg eENG: KOCMA | CILAGAP RIAAPIO-
KOI | .SANOT (=Kooud omaBag(oxov)B(wov)hagio ®ol-

Washington, D.C. 1, apif. 18.37 (oto €Eng: DOSeals).

3. P. Lemerle, Les plus anciens recueils des miracles de saint Démétrios et
la pénétration des Slaves dans les Balkans, I-11, ITagiow 1978-1980. A yi-
ov Anunroiov Gaduata. Oi Zviioyéc Agyemioxomov Twavvov
xai Avaoviuov. ‘O Biog, ta Oaduara xai 1 Ocooatovixg tod Aylov
Anunroiov (elooywyn, oxdha, gmpéheo: Xopdhapurog Mmaxio-
TN, utpo. Arom Zuwdéen), Ocooahovixn 1997, Aevtepo pagtugo-
Aoy, xe@. T, 0.40-41, dmov o mogaustopnée (oto eEng: Oatuara).

149



IQQANNA KOATZIAA-MAKPH

Euwx. 1. MoAvBdofoviio tov Kijuevtog, Baoilixov omabapi-
ov xa xopuuepxiapiov @eaaalovixns. Dumbarton Oaks Colle-
ction, Fogg 1775 (DOSeals, 1, aptB. 18.37).

Euwx. 2. Exuayeio ané to polvfdofoviio tov Sraveaxiov,
Paotdizot orabapoxavdiddrov, TEWTOVOTAQIOV *al HOU-
ueorwapiov Ocooalovinns. Abnva, Nouwouatixé Movoeio
(Kovataviémoviog, apib. 7).

[T(wvity)] ;) (rai) (ewto)vot(apiw). H avdyvmon ei-
vou off€Bowm wg TEog Ta TElO TEAEVTOLA YQANUATA TOU
TolToV OTiYOoU, OTTOV dNADVETOL EVa aXOUC OELMIO. TOV
RATOY OV, TLHAVDG TOU ROLTWVITY).

H amemdvion g oxnvng eivor oyedov mavouoLtoTumn
ota porvBdopoviha tov Kiuevtog xow tov Zrovgoxi-
ov, 0o oL dywor NEotmQ ®aL ANUNTELOS ExoviCovTan
OVTWITOL. ZT0 aLOTEQO (1O 0 NEOTWE Ue TV He@aln
YUQLOUEVT] TTOOG TC EUITQOS HOL ENCLPQA OHUUUEVT] TTQOG
tov O0elud, »otd pétwmov wtduevo Anuntolo. O Né-
OTWQ POQEL KOVTO YLTMVA, SIUXOCUNUEVO GTO VYOS TWV
UNEMOV Ue EVa KO 0oTEQLOXO0. Arouurtd to dekl yéoL
ot AP Tov ElPOuE Tov, TTOV ElVaL OTHELYUEVO OTO €80
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Ewx. 3. Exuayeio amo 1o poAvfdoopoviio tov Kooud, onaba-
poxovPuoviagiov, xourwvity (;) xatL Tewrovotagiov. AGy-
va, Nououatixo Movoeio (AH10/1931).

@og (o Eiog drangivetar xahTega 0to PoAUPIOPFOVA-
Ao ™5 ZuAhoyng Tov Dumbarton Oaks, xou pohg daryed-
et 0to porvpdopovirio tov Nomwopatxot Movaei-
0V), KOL AVOLORMVEL TO OLQLOTEQO O€ 0TAON OENONG TTEOG
TOV ANUNTELO, O OTTOL0G TOV EVAOYEL Ue TO DEEL EQL, %aL
0TO OELOTEQO ®EOTEL AOEG 8OQU. O AN ToLog Qoel TTo-
O1EN YLTOVO %O UATLO. ZT0 porvPdofovirio tov Nopt-
opotwot Movoegiov dtafialetar oto medio deEld m emi-
yoag1: [O ATTO]C AEM', GTO HECOV OLOKQIVETOL TO YQOU-
ua N, 0y ToL 0VOpUaTog Tov NEOTOQOG %at ue SUoxO-
Mo éva devteQo yodupa, lowg E 1 C, ATw amd ta QLo
TOV oylov. Zto pohvpdofouviio tg Zuiioyng tov Dum-
barton Oaks oL €MLYQUPES TOV INAWVOUV TA OVOUOTA
TOVG €LVOL OUOOLARQLTES.

H ntadotaon dLogoQomoteitol »amms 0To devTEQO Ho-
ABdoPovAko tov Nouwopatxoy Movaoeiov, 6mtov ot pog-
PG TV ayiwv magauEvouy oty iduo Béom (6eELd o An-
uUNTELOG *oi 0ELoTEQRd 0 NEOTWQ), EOVICOVTOL OUWG Ué-
xoL ™ uéon. O Anuntolog xpatel »ot €dm dOQUL 0To CQL-
oteQ0d ¥E€oL xau gvhoyel tov NEotoga. pe to deEl, 0 0mTolog
dev onvPeL TNV xe@aht), dev pEgeL OTACL, LOVO VPMVEL TO
x€oLa og aTdon 6énong. O EmLYQUUPES TWV OVOUAT®Y OTO
7edi0 eivoL AEUETA SVOAVAYVIOTES, SLOUQLVOVTAL WOTO-
00 OeELd Ta yoaupota O A »ou I' pue ovpPBolo ouvTouo-
yoagiag, dnhadt) O AI(IOC), evd TO OVOUL TOV Anur-
TOlOV elvaw hovoTaTa exTog tedlov, OeELd Tne xepaing
TOU. 210 0QLOTEQO (O draxgivoval, ETiONG 08 KOTO-
®OQUYN dLAToEN, Ta yodppata O AT(IOC) NE(CTQP).

H oxnvy| eival yvwaoTn oty Eiovoyeagio artd To »oTw-
TEQW ROTC XQOVOROYLXY] OELQA TTAQUTIOEUEVOL UVNULELDL,
oMo HETOYEVETTEQX TV HOAVBOOPOVAWY:



MOAYBAOBOYAAA ME AIIEIKONIZH KHNHZ AITIO TO BIO TOY AT'IOY AHMHTPIOY

1. AQyv0, emyovowuevo ®Pwtidio otn povn Batorte-
diov* (Ew. 4), tov yoovohoyeiton ota péoa tov 120v au-
wva. To uPwtidio amotelel rEoyQaELa THG CALEROYPA-
YOU 7OV BOLo®OTAY 0TO TEQIENUO KPMELO Tov Buavi-
vou vo.oU Tou Ayiov Anuntoiov Oecoahovinng xou Te-
QLElYE TO ouo TOV aryiov. H magGotaon xoopel Tv ®d-
T 0TeV] TheVEA Tou wPwTdiov. O Anuntolog xdbetan
0QULOTEQA, OTQOUUEVOG TTEOG OEELG, HaL TELVEL TO XEQL OF
oYNUO EVAOYLOG TTEOG TOV LOTANEVO EUTQOGS Tov NEOTO-
00, 0 OTTOLOE POPEL OTEATIWTIRG Evdupa, dNAadn Booy
yrtova xow daxoounuévo Omoara. Exdvw amod to Bw-
oaxa @égel yhapvda oEmovpEVY 0To deEL0 Mpo, M
omola mEQPTeL TEOG To tiow. O Néotwe Teivel To Ol yé-
0L TTQOS TOV ANUYTOLO, VA OTO QOLOTEQD KQUTEL DOQV.

2. Toyyoyeagio oty Mnteodmoln (vaog Ayiov Anuntol-
ov) Tov Muoted, mov yeovoroyeitow petd 1o 1262° (Eux.
5). H mopdotaon potdtet pe tov xiontdiov, olrd edw o
Néotwe @égel TANEN oTeaTIwTIRY eEGQTUON, dNhad,
eXTOG amd TNV TavomAle xat To dOQU, ®QUTEL OTO OQL-
0TEQO XEQL 0oTida oTNELEOUEVY 0TO £daQOC.

3. Mixgoyopio xelQoyedgou otov xmdwxa gr. Th. F1
otn Bipiodnxn Bodleian g OEpdedng, xoovoroyol-
pevn petalv 1322 now 1340 (. 54v waw 55T), 67tov eLnovi-
Covton TEVTE 0mOpa OxNVES aTto To PBlo Tov ayiov Anun-
toiov® (Ew. 6). To yewoypogo éywve oty Oeooahovi-
%1 O eE6dwV Tou deomdTov Anuntoiov ITakatordyou
Ayyéhov AoUra xol TOAVOTATO AQLEQMONHE 0TO VOO
Tov peyohopdoTvos’. H wxgoyoagio meguiiaufdver
#au T oXN VY TS BavdTwong Tov oxogmiov®, 1) omoia og
alo pvnueia tagotavetal aveEdottn. O Anuntolog
glvar xow edM raBLoUEVOS 0QLOTEQRQ, vy 0 NEOTWQ £L-
%noviletal 0to ekl QO ™G TAQAOTAONG, EVOEDVUEVOS
amho mwodnen yrtwva. H amemdvion tov Néotogog pe
otho Evoupo PoioreTan TANOLECTEQX TTQOS TNV AYLOAO-
Yr1) QA0 CUUPMVA e TNV ortoia 0 NéotwQ Mt
«&% 10D SMpov», dnhadr) Tohitng xow oyt oTEaTIWTIRAS?,
%L, CORQPOVA UE TNV GIToYT Tov AvOEa ZvyyOmoviov,
TTQOKELTAL L0, ELXOVOYQOLPLXT TTaRAdOCT, 1) 0TTola Tl -
votata entyweiale otn Oecgoarovin.

4. Toyoygogpies otov Aylo Anuntoto oto Peé now oty

4. A. Evyyomovhog, BuZavivov mfotidiov uetd nagaotdosmy éx
T0D Biov ToD dylov Anunteiov, AE 1936, 0.101-136.

5. M. Xattnddxng, Newrtepa yid m)v iotogia xol Thv téxvn Tijg Mn-
1eomOoANG Tot Muated, AXAE @ (1977-79), 0. 143-179. Evyaoiotm
™ AevBiveola tg Sng Eqopeiag Bulaviiviov Agxootitmy xa At-
phioe Moo ov Yo, Ty oy menon g gwtoyeagpiag (Ew.S).

I'§:

Eux. 4. Apyv6 emyovomuévo xPwtidwo oty povii Batomedi-
ov. H oxnyvij g evdoylag tov ayiov Néotogos (AE 1936,
wv. B, e1%. 3).

Eux. 5. Toryoypagia otov Ay Anunroto (Mntoomoin) tov
Muvotod. H oxyvij tijg evdoyiag tov ayiov Néotogog.

6. A. Zvyydmovhog, ‘O eixoypaguxds xVxiog Tis Lwijg Tov aylov
Anuntoiov, Ogocarovixn 1970, o. 21-22, ziv. II, ¢p. S4v (oto eEng:
Evyydmovhog).

7. Zvyyomovhog, 0. 17.

8. Qavuara, 0. 38.

9. dwtiog, PG 104,104.
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Eux. 6. BypAuobijxn Bodleian tng O§@poedns. Kddwag gr. Th. F1. H oxnvij s evioyiag tov ayiov Néotogoc (Evyydmoviog,

qwiv. I1, @. 54v).

Decani tng Zepflog, xoovoroyolueves megt Ta péoa Tou
140v audrval®, Kaw otig 800 toyoyoapies o dytog Anp-
TOLOG e1xovileTal aQLotepd xat evhoyel Tov deEid moo-
oxMvovra Néotoga, embétoviag to de&l yéoL otny ne-
ol Tov. Zto Peé o Néotwg ewoviletar pe mavomhia,
ev otnv Deéani pe yLrava.

5. Metafulavtivi emdva tov 160V cudva pe v maed-
otaon Tov oylov Anuntoiov ko oxnvés amd To Pio Tov.
Boioxetou oto vao g Ayiag EAévig oty ouvowia tov
Kdotoov Xapag Muxovou!! (Ew. 7). O Anuntolog &i-
novileton 600L0g apLoTeQd *a embétel xherot6 Pihio,
mbavdtata gvayyého, oty xepal Tov N£otogog, o
omotog yovatilel LeooTd Tov pe To xEQue oe otdon Sé-
nong. H ovvBeon magovoidletal edw duapogomomuévn
o€ OY£01 UE Ta TTEONYOVUEVD UVNEia, 0Ta ool o An-
uNTELog erxoviletar xabuevos va evhoyel ue To Skl xé-
oL Tov Néotopa, mov xAivel meog avtdv. O Evyyodmov-
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AOG aVOQEQEL OTL TTQOKELTOL TTEQL AVTLYQUYPNG Ay VITTOU
TEOTVITOV 1) TTERL VEUS ONLoVQYLag TOU TLwydgou.
Edv emmiyg1p1|00vpE VoL OuyxQIVOUpE TNV TOQAOTOON TOV
uoruBdofovriwy, YQOVOLOYILE TQOYEVESTEQ), UE TMV
Ao pvnueiwv domotdvouue ta eErg:

1. O dyrog ANUNTOLOG TAQLOTAVETOL (e TOMTIAY) EVOL-
uaoto oe Oheg TIg eEeTALONEVES TAQUOTAOELS, OTAL LLOAV-
BooPovila opwe xeatei AoEd ddou. H ametxdvion avtr
elval TTeQIEQYN Xou POVOdIKT] OTNV EXOVOYQapia TOU
ayiov, doT N maovoia Tov dGPaTOg TAVTOTE OYETICE-
TOL UE TNV TOQAOTAOT TOV ayiov wg oTeatuwtov. Eival

10. G. Suboti¢, The Church of St Demetrius in the Patriarchate of Pec, Be-
Myoddi 1964, rtiv. 48. B.P. Petkovié, Decani, Behrypddt 1941, miv. CCC.
11. Evyyémovhog, 0. 35,37 xou wiv. VL



MOAYBAOBOYAAA ME AIIEIKONIZH XKHNHZ AIIO TO BIO TOY AI'IOY AHMHTPIOY

uNTmg To 80U TTov divel 0 AnunTolog otov Néotopa wg
7TEOTEOMT Yot T povopayio; H vitoBeon mogovoldlel
EVOLAPEQOV RO ELVOL EQEVVITEX, OLOTL 1) XELQOVOULOL CLL-
) OgVv ovapEQETaL 0TOUS Bioug.

2. H smodva g Muxdvov, av #oL ToM PETOYEVEDTE-
oM, ELVOL 1] LOVY TTOV TAROVOLALEL TOV AnunToLo 6000,
omwg ota pohvPdofouviia, e diapogeTinn ouwg Béom,
0QLOTEQA Kot O L QeELAL TS TAQACTAOTC. e OAML TOL VTTO-
howa uvnueio o AnuntoLog etoviCetal #oBLouévos.

3. O Néotme oel 0TQATLWTIRG EVOUUE ROL PEQEL OTTANL
0NV TORACTOON TOU KPWTOIOV, OTLS TOL(OYQAPIES TOV
MuoTted xou Tov Ped, evid 010 yepoyao e OEQoedng,
oty Toryoyeapia Tng Dedani, otny erova thg Murdvou
%0 0T, LOAUPOOBOVALG Elva EVOEOUUEVOS UE QTTAO YLTW-
VO ROL UAALOTOL OTOL HVO EX TV TOLOV O JLTOVAS ELVOL KO-
VTOG KOl OLOIKOOUNUEVOC UE CLOTEQL OTO VPOS TWV UNQMV.
4. O Néotwp moorAiveL TQOG TOV ANUNTOLO OTLS TOQA-
otdoelg Twv 9o uoruBdofovAM®Y koW OTLS TOLXOYQO-
gpleg Tov Muoted xau g Zeefiog, eV 0To TEITO Holu-
BdoPoviro magLotdveTon 08 6QOLO 0TAOT %o dEOUEVOG,
eV 0TV eova T Muxdvou eivar yovumetis. ‘Oofiog
amewoviCetal noL ik oto ®Pwtidlo Tov Batomediov
%o ot pxgoyeagia ts OEpoednge.

5. O Anunitolog embéTel To Okl QL 08 oyNuUa evAoyiog
0to %e@aiL Tov NEaToQOog oTa U0 porufdopouiha xat
OTIC ToLOYQUpieS TG ZepPiag, otV erdva Tng Muxo-
vou emiBétel evaryyého, eV 0TO TEITO PoAuPdOfovirho
®OL OTC VITOAOWTO pvnueia evhoyel Tov Néotoga amd
amooTOoN.

Q07T000, 1) TEQLYQUWPT] TNG CUYKEXQUEVNG OXRNVIS ATTO
Tov Atoviolo tov ex Povova oty Egunveia tijs Sw-
yoaguxic téxvns eivan duagpopetiry): ‘O dytog Néotwe
YOVaTIOTOG, EYwY VYwUva Ta yEéoia xi EUTEOS avTOD
Aovtoov xoi amo to madbvoov ToT AovteoT OAiyo
@avouevog o dytog Aquijtotoc ebioyel avtovi?, Aoga-

12. Awovuoiov Tod éx Povova, ‘Egunveia g Coyoa@uxijc Téxvng,
£xd. A. TTaadomoviov-Kegapéwg, IMetpovmohis 1909, 6. 185y.

Ew. 7. Exova oto vao s Ayiag ELévng, xdotpo Xwpag
Muvxovov. H oxnvy tng evdoyiac tov ayiov Néotogog (Evy-
yomovi.og, wiv. VI).

S 1) TEQLYQPY) QUTH] TTANOLALEL TEQLTOOTEQO TTEOG TN
YOOTTTY TAQAOOT, XOTA TNV OTTOL0. O ANUNTELOS PUAQL-
nlotnxe ota dnudoia Aovted e Oeooahovinnc!.

Me Bdom, Aoutdv, TIG OVOTEQW TOQATNQYOELS HATOAY-
YOUUE 0TO CUMITEQUOUA OTL TO oAV BOOBoVALe Tou 100V
awva dlaomTouv SV TEWMUIES TTAQAUOTATELS THG OXRNVIG
™g evhoyiog Tov Néotogog amd tov ayo Anuntolo,
AYVOOTEG Amd AAAES TTNYES. ZUVETWGC, VT ATTOTEAOVV
ONUOLVTIRY] POQTUQLAL YLO. TNV VTTAEEY 0O MOTEQWV EL-
LOVOYQOPIXMYV TTQOTVITMY TOU ETELCOOLOV CLTTO TO PEYQL
onuega yvwotd. To yeyovog palota 0t ta dUo oo ta
tolot LOAVPAOPOVALD AVIIROUY OF ROUUEQULAQLOVG TNG
Oegooalovinng, EVIOYVEL TV ATTOYN OTL OUTE AVTLYQG-
pouv fulavuvi} errova, Tou mOavVOTATO XKOOUOVGE TO
VOO TOU UEYOAOUAQTUQO 0T @e0oalovixn ®OL 1) OTTolC
QPOLVETOL OTLNTAY ONUOPIATS OTOVG RVXAOVS VTV TWV
AELOUOTOUY WYV, TTOV TNV TYOVGAY LOLALTEQQ.

13. Oaduara, 0.38.
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Ioanna Koltsida-Makri

LEAD SEALS REPRESENTING A SCENE
FROM THE LIFE OF ST DEMETRIUS

In the last few years it has been proved that the methodical
study of the iconography of lead seals enriches considerably
our knowledge of painting in the Middle Byzantine period,
as far as frescoes and icons are concerned. On the lead seals,
which the Byzantines used to seal their letters, the engravers
copied popular icons, according to the choice of their clients.
Thus, over the centuries, these lead seals have become the
source of evidence of icons which were unknown or little
known from other sources.

An interesting example is a scene from the life of St
Demetrius, represented on three lead seals dated to the
tenth century. Two of them belong to the Athens Nu-
mismatic Museum and the third to the Dumbarton Oaks
Collection. This scene represents St Demetrius blessing St
Nestor, his young Christian friend, before the latter’s
contest with the gladiator Lyaius. According to the well-
known legend, while Lyaius, the favourite gladiator of
Emperor Galerius Maximianus, entered the arena to fight
Nestor, the latter visited the imprisoned Demetrius and
asked for his help. Demetrius blessed him and predicted his
victory, but also his forthcoming martyrdom. Thus, Nestor
invoked Christ during the fight and killed Lyaius. Ma-
ximianus, outraged at this outcome, accused Nestor of
witchcraft and cut off his head. Demetrius was considered to
be the cause of Lyaius’ death and was therefore executed.
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The aforementioned scene is known from the iconography
of the following monuments, all dated to a period later than
that of the lead seals:

a) Gilded silver casket in the Vatopedi monastery, Mt
Athos, dated to the mid-twelfth century.

b) Wall-painting in the Metropolis of Mystras (St Deme-
trius), dated after 1262.

¢) Miniature in the manuscript codex gr. Th. F1, in the Bod-
leian Library, Oxford dated between 1322 and 1340.

d) Two wall-paintings in the churches of St Demetrius at Pe¢
and Decani in Serbia, of the mid-fourteenth century.

¢) A Postbyzantine icon of the sixteenth century in Mykonos
depicting St Demetrius and scenes of his life.

From examining these monuments we conclude that the
tenth-century lead seals preserve two early representations
of this particular scene from the life of St Demetrius, which
are unknown from other sources. They certainly constitute
significant evidence of the existence of older iconographic
models of this episode. The fact that two of the three lead
seals belonged to high dignitaries of Thessaloniki (kom-
merkiarioi) supports the idea that these seals copy a Byzan-
tine icon located in the church of St Demetrius in that city,
which seems to have been very popular in the circle of the
kommerkiarioi.
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