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Mugtain Ayxewmactov-Ilotapavov

«TO MEN ITOTHPION O EI'Q ITINQ ITIEZOE».
ZXOAIO ZTHN EIKONA TOY AITIOXTOAOQOY TAKQBOY
2TH MONH THX ITATMOY

H YVOTY EMOVO TOU 0tooToA0U TandPov oto 1eed
uovaotior tov Ayiov Iwdavvn tov Ogordyou g I1d-
Tuov (Sraot. 0,91%0,65%0,35 u.)! natahéyetar otig Alyeg
BuCaviivég TG LOVYS %o OTIS EVAQLONES AALES TV X Q0-
vov #ovid oto péoa tov 13ov awova (Ew. 1-3). Ty
OTTOVdAUOTNTA TG ELROVAG, TTOV CoyoagnBnxe 0w Te-
i to 1260, natadnimver ) povadixrn yLo €0Y0 aUTNG TNG
ROTIYOQLAS GUYYEVELDL THG WQALAS, TTAATLAG KO OVUTTO-
HQLTNG, OTT] WVNUELARY) TNG OTTAOTITOL, TEXVG UE TN UEYd-
M Coyoapxn Tov ®ugiws vaov s Aylag Towadag oty
Sopocani tng ZepPiags. To ex@Eaatind TEOOWITO TOV ayi-
ou (Ew. 1 now 2), ue Qotervd ndtio xoL OENRO, YO WUOTL-
%A eVIALO 08 BEQUOVS TOVOUS TTAAOLIO, TAQOVOLATEL KOl
OTOV TUTIO TOU OQLOUEVY) OUOLOTNTC. UE MOQPES ETTLONG
0Tt0 TLG Alyo ahandteQes TG Sopocani TOLYOYQUMIES TNG
Avyiag Zopiag oty Toamelotvra?. O M. Xatinddung
€YEL ATOOWOTEL TNV EXOVAL 0TOV ®UXAO TéEYVNGS TS Kwv-
OTOVTLVOUTTOANG, UETA TNV avdxTnor] g To 12613, evd o
V. Djurié¢ deiyver va meooavotoMTeTon, aTloAOynUE-
VoL ETLONG, OTNY QUECMG TEONYOLUEVY Coyoagixn g
Nuxaiog.

O amdotorog IarwPog, e ®helotd elAntd ota KoL, eL-

L H BuEavaws) téyvn, téyvy evowmaing, notéhoyog éxdeong, Adi-
va 1964, 0.018. 235 (IT. Boxotomovhog). M. Chatzidakis, Ikonen aus
Griechenland, oto K. Weitzmann - M. Chatzidakis - K. Miatev - Sv.
Radojci¢, Frithe Ikonen, Sinai, Griechenland, Bulgarien, Jugoslawien,
Biévvn - Movayo 1965, XX VI x.¢., LXXXIIL, wttv. 39. M. Xattnda-
%G, Bulavivo xaw Xowotovixd Movoeio (1964), A4 20 (1965),
Xoovind, 14 n.e., miv. 15a-B. O idiog, Eixoves tijg Hatuov. Znriua-
Ta fulaviwis xai uetafviovving Swyoapuxds, Abnva 1977,
19952 (= M. Chatzidakis, Icons of Patmos. Questions of Byzantine and
Post-Byzantine Painting, ABnva 1985), 22, 50, a010. 4, wtiv. 3, 82 (oto
eEng: Ewcwoves tng Iazuov). V.J. Djurié, La peinture murale
byzantine, XIle et XIIle siécles, CIEB, Athénes 1976, Actes, I, ABnva
1979, 210 ».e. NT. Movgixt, Ot TOl(0YQUpies TOV TAQERXANTLOV
s Moviig Ayiov Imdvvou tou @gordyou oty Idtpo. To ewovo-

roViCeTaL £wg TNV 00U RUTA HETWITO, OE XQUOO RAUTO,
e To Préppa oto Ogat). Pogel fabuydiavo yrThva 1ol
WATLO 08 avOTO €QUOQO XOMUO TOV POTOYWYEL T
LoQ¢1| Tov. Me ux1] 0Teo@Y| TG XEPAAS Tov deELd
ovvdéeton pe tov Xewtod (Ew. 3), o omoiog moofdliel
070 TOEO TOU 0UQAVOD OTY YWVIC ETAV®, UXQOYQOPT)-
UEVOGC OF TTQOTONUT), UE TORPUEO YLTwVa ot fabdvydiavo
WATo® pe T OeELd Tov 0€ gVLOYiQ TEOG TOV UTTOCTOAO
%0L OTO AQLOTEQOD YEQL HQUTWVTAS YQUOO EVYUOLOTLARO
motpwo. Eivan 8¢ 1 ggunveio Tov televtaiov ototyelov
TTOV EVOLUPEQEL OE QUTT) T1) PLKQY] EQYALOLOL, CLGPLEQWUEV
oy ayadn uviun tov Niweyov Tahdfagn, ainopovn-
TOU PIAOV %O EEALQETOV ETUOTNUOVOL.

To ovopo Tov arooTolov dev owietar aAhd elva yevi-
%A aodexTo ot mEoxertal ywo. tov Idxwpo. O M. Xa-
TENdAnNG TOV TOUTIOE pE ToV dyo IdxmpBo tov Adehgo-
00, oNUELWVOVTOS OTL 1] CUMTTANQWUATIXY] TOQAOTAON
TOU XQLOTOU UE TTOTNQLO PETAMPYPEMS «TTQETEL VO, OVaL-
pEQeETaL 0TV TORAd0ooN yewotovias Tou laxwpfou,
TEMTOV morOToV Iegocohpmy, amd tov o tov In-
000»°. Tyv dmoyn emavélaPe o I1. Boxotdmovioct. H
Nt. Movgixn vrootoiEe otL etoviletal «o omOoToAOg

YOQUPLHO TTQOYQUUULL, 1] CLQYLIXT] AUPLEQWOT TOU TAQERXANOLOV KUl O
xoonyog, AXAE A (1987-1988), 254. I1.A. Boxotomovhog, ‘EAL-
vie) téyvn. Bulavnvés elxoveg, ABMva 1995, 25,207, api. 73 (oto
eEng: BuGavtwés ewxoves). M. Axgdotov-TTotawdvov, Ewxovec,
O Onoaveog s Ogbodokiag. 2000 yoovia, Iotogia - Mvyueia. -
Téxvn, A, ABnva 2000, 402, eux. 238.

2 D. Talbot Rice, Art of the Byzantine Era, Aovdivo 1963, ewx. 206. O
1005, The Church of Haghia Sophia at Trebizond, Edinburgh 1968, miv.
11,30,45,47,53,77.

3 Xartnddunge, Emoves myc Mdtuov, 50, agud. 4.

* Djuri¢, 6..

3 Xottnddung, Exdveg tyg Mduov, 50 wow 139, agid. 98.

6 Boxotomovhog, BuEavtvéc eixovee, 207, aol. 73.
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IaxwpPog, 0 Vg Tov ZePedaiov ot adehpog tov Iwdv-
V1] TOV Oe0AOYOV, OIS DELYVOUY TA PUOLOYVOULLA YO
QUXTNOLOTIXG, 1] QYO EVOUUAOLO %L TO ELANTGQLO
IOV KQOTEL OTA YEQL TOUX», EV(D oVuUTAoWVE: «Tows pe
TNV TQOTEWVOUEVT TAVTLON VO YiveTaw o dVOXOAN 1)
€ENYNON TOU UXAOLOTLAXOV TTOTNEIOV 0TO AQLOTEQD XE-
oL TOU XQLOTOV..., EGV 1) LETTTOUEQELD. CLUTH] AVI|REL OTNV
agywn magdotaon»’. Oaged mTwg 1 dmoymn s Nt
Mouvpixn elvar cwoty) xon 0Tl oxEB®Og —avtibeTa ue 1o
SLOTAYUO TNG— TO CUVLYROTIXO ROL AYVOTO OTO AN
TOQACTOON, EXTOS amd TN Metdhnyr, vxaQLoTloxd
TOTNELO EMPBEPALMVEL TNV TAVTLON TOV QTOOTOLOV UE
Tov adeh@o Tov «iyomnuévou» Indvvnd. Me Babid Oeo-
AoyLr1) ONUOOLO, CUTO OVOPEQETOL GE YEYOVOGS TTOU 0T}
yovvtow ot gvaryyehotés MatOaiog («', 17-28) now Mdp-
%0g (v, 32-45).

Elvai evoiagégov va onpewmBel 0Tt 0€ 0TTdvio TagdoTta-
omn ot dvo adelgol, viol Tov Zefedaiov xar Tng Zohm-
NG, ELXOVOYQUPOUY, VEOL KO CLYEVELOL, UE TNV ETTLYQOEPT)
Yiol tijc Boovriic Twavvng xai TaxwfBog, to atiyo 19 tov
Yahpot OZT oto Woktnoro s wovijs [avroxgdto-
00¢ (#®d. 61, ¢. 102a), Tov Jov awwva, pwvy ThHs feo-
VTG ooV &v T® TEOoYX®, Epavav ol AoTEamai Gov Tf
oixovuévy...°. O maQoANMonds ueta&d TV YPaAumv
xnou g Kouvng AwaBnxng eivon owxelog ota «povoott-
x> Yortioal’. H mogafolt] xeyévou xon etnovag edwm
TOQOUTEUTIEL 0TIV OVOUOLOLOL TWV dV0 adEAPmV amtd Tov
Xowotd ®otd TV ®Mjon tovg Boavegpyés, 8 éotwv vioi
Boovtijc (Mdox. ¥, 17), mov Bewpeiton OtL oyetileTon pe
10 YapaxToa Tovc' . 'Hoeuog ouvidwg, EXQNHTIXOG RaL
evBovolmdng dilote, Eeomovoe oav tn Booven. Ko ote-
VO UE TO YOQAKTIQO TOVG OYETIETAL TO EMELTOOLO TTOU
ouota Lotogovv 0 Matbaiog xow 0 Mdgxog, mov, 6mwg
GMha og avagoed pe TV Tolteld, Twv dU0 adehpav,
£€dwoe agopun atov XLoTo va dLaTumoeL VYNAES NOL-
%éc didaonahiec!?.

Avepaivovtog ota Iegoodlvpa o Inoovg avryyyethe
otovg dwdena pabNTés Tov Ta uéldlovra avtd ovuPai-
vew (Magx. U, 32), 6t Ba otovemBel xa oe TOELS NUEQES

7 Mouopixn, OL Torxoyoagieg Tov TogexxAnoiov, 6.1. (voonu. 1).
8 Ayeydotov-Tlotopudvou, Emdveg, 6.7t (vroonu. 1).

? 2t M. ekexavidne - ILK. Xorotov - Xg. Movgorovhov-Tatov-
un - ZN. Kodds - A. Kotooagov, Oi Onoaveoi tot Ayiov *Ogovg.
Eirxovoyoagnuéva yewoyoaga,A', ABMvo. 1979,273, eux. 209.

10T, TahdBagne, EAAqvin téyvn. Zaoyoagu fulavivdv yewgo-
yoagwv, ABfva 1995, 20.

WH Kawij Avabijxn, petd ovvrduov ounveiac, vud TLN. Togumé-

«TO MEN ITIOTHPION O ErQ ITINQ ITIEZOE»

0o avaotOel. Tote, mpoogpyouevol o IdxrwpPog xaL o
Lwdvyng —ie TNV EVIOYVOT TNG UNTEQAS TOUGS 0T dNyN-
on tov Matatov («, 20-21)- Crjnoay iva eig éx dekwdv
oov xal eic 8& evwviuwy gov xabiowuey év tij 66En oov
(Mdagx. v, 37). Zto gowtnua Tou Inoov odx oidate i
aitelofe. OVvaobe e TO TOTNOLOV O €y UEAAW TTiVEW,
7 10 Bamrtioua O éyw PBartiCouar fartiodivay Aéyovow
avt@- Svvaueda. xal Aéyel avTolS" TO UeV TOTHOIOV UOV
mieabe, xai to fdmtioua 6 éyw Bamtifouo farxtiobioe-
obe 10 6¢ nabioar éx dekudv pwov xai €€ edwviuwy uov
0vx Eorv Euov dodvat, GAX olg Toiuactar Vo Tov ma-
7065 nov (Math. %, 22-23) »on oty dujynom tov Mdg-
ROV TO pév ToTHELOV 6 8yd Tivw mieabk... (U, 39-40).

To emelo6dL0 ewmovoypageitor xatd 1o Evoyyého tou
MoatHaiov o€ (UrQoyQApio CQUEVLLOV YELQOYQAPOU TOV
130v awdrva. Amo deEwd yovotiCovrag 1 untéea Twv
Vv Zefedaiov xaw o IdxwpPog pe tov Imdvvn dpbol mi-
ow g vrofarlovy To altnua oTov XoLotd ov, 6p0Log
0QL0TEQA, ITEVBUVETAL UE YELQOVOULO AOYOU OTOUG dVO
nadnrég tov'l3,

To aEloonueinTo yeyovog, ouvdeouevo pe to IIabog xat
™V AVAOTO0Y], TEQAOE UE TNV TTATEQLXY] OLOACKAMOL
oty vpvoyoaia g ExxAnolag xow eldimodtepa ota
Pparhdueva ratd v axohovBic tov Nupgiov. To eomé-
oag s Kvguomrg twv Boiwv (Opbgog s Meydaing
AgutéQac) PAAOVTAL TO TQOTAQLO AQoQdVTES €l EUE,
eimac, Kvoue, Toic oeavtod uabnrals, uy goovijre vyn-
Ad, aAAa ovvasayOnte ol Tamewols: Euov omeo Tivw,
TTiETE TOTHOLOV, OTL €V T1f faoidelq TOT maTEOG EUOL TVV-
d0Eaabnoeafe nou 1o 0ot o Wioueho Kvpte, moos 1o
UVOTHOLOV TO ATTGQENTOV THG OTjG oixovouias 0vx EEap-
xotoa 1 éx T@v Zefedaiov uftne §reito oot TEooxai-
oov Baatleiag Tunv Tois éavtois dwenoacbat Téxvous:
GAAN’ avti tavtns motiolov Bavarov émnyyeilw el
T0IC Piloig 0oV* O TOTHELOY QO TOVTWY TUEV O AVTOS
Eleyeg, Auaptnudrav xabagtijotov..."*. Kowftav to mo-
oV BavdTov oUTO TOV TEMTOS ATO TOVS dWAERA
uanréc épelke va mei o Idnwpog’.

Me TNV JTQOTELVOUEVT] EQUNVELD, TO GYLO TTOTIQLO TTOV

Ao, ABrpva. 1982, 146.

121 Toarotog, h. «Idxwpoc», OHE 6, 01. 632 .£.

13§, Der Nersessian, Armenian Manuscripts in the Freer Gallery of Arts,
Washington 1963, eux. 89.

14 Méyac xai Teodg Svvéxdnuoc ‘0p00d6Ewv, exd. «Tivocs, ¥.T.,
X-X0-, 412 nan 415 n.e., aviioTouya.

15 TModE. f, 1-2: ... Hoddns 6 Padidets... dveile ¢ Tdxwpov tov
ddedgov Twavvov payaipg. Tn uviun tov tud n Exxinoio otg 30
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oA

DA
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1

Eux. 2. O amdorodog laxwpog, Aemrouéoea e Ewx. 1.

%otel 0 XQLoTog 0TV €ova xabwg amevbiveTal pue
xewpovouio gvhoyiag otov Idrmpo xar pe wabog oto
Préupo Tov EvYEL POMQLA, TEOCAAUPAVEL LOLITEQY)
ONUOOL0L (DG OTOLXELD ETLONG TATULOATG ELKOVOYQUPLAGS,
oo avagépetal ®oL otov Iwdvvn. Me ofia «hahoDv-

Ampihiov. Katd v gopt tov (Mnvaiov 1ot Amoikiov, ev AOT-
vauig 19904, 117) ypdrhetar To doEaotixd ITodrog mavedgnue, THc
Oeoléxtov dwdexdadog, Odvarov év uayaiog vro Hobdov, dua tov
dddoxalov Vméuewag TEATOG TO TOTHOLOV AVTOT ¢ VIéoyov
Emes 00ev tiic Paoideias oe ovyxANEOVOUOV TROOKKHATO O PIAGY-
Bowmog, oLV T® OVYYOVE TOEPEVOVTAG, VITEQ TAV YUYDY UDY.
e dAhovug emtiong Upuvous s e0eTNg Tov laxmpPov avagégetal To
oTNELO TOV XQLoTov (6.7, 118, 120) %o 0 ouvaEaQLOTNG TG MUé-
o0g anuelwvel xai (o Inoovg) rocodtov avrove (tov Iwdvvn na
tov IaxwPo) gydanoev, o 1@ uév v éni to otijfos avaxinow
yaoloacba, Td 0¢ melv 1o motioLov, 6 avtog Eme (0.1., 119). BA.
emiong oxeTnd poeTuEwd (TpiPdiov xatavuxrtixov, ev ABNvalg
1960, 463,465).
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T0g oUUPOAOU» ETUBEPALDVEL THV TOVTOTNTO TOU OLTTO-
0TOMOV, EVM VITOYQOUUICEL T QUOLKY] KOl TIVEUULOTIXT
TOU OUYYEVELXL UE TOV «TYATTNUEVOV» TG moviig Twdvvn
tov @eohdyo. Oupilovrag de Ty agoaoinon otov Xot-
0T0 TOV «VIdV Ti|g BEOoVTiig», TNV TEodupic va noga-
00ovv ta I1adn xow ) @rhodotio tovg va ouvdota-
0000V oTnY ovpdvio factheio pue BEom «En deELDY kol EE
0WVURMY» Tov Kupiov, avaméustel 0To WuoTnoLo Thg
Oeiag Evyaguotiag, to tehobuevo oe avauvnon g Ou-
olag 61t 6 viog Tod avBodmov 0vx HAOe dwaxovyOijva,
arda dwaxovijoa xai dotvar ThHY Yuynv avtod Avtoov
avrl moAddv (Math. #, 28 Mdx. U, 45), Otwg natéhnye
0 Inoovg oty ophia Tov TEOC TOVg dWAENA OTTOCTO-
Aoug tov agpoeunnxe atd TO LUTOROVUEVO YEYOVOG.

H duaitegn erxovoygagia tng etndvog dev epgpaviletad,
000 yvweiCovpe, o€ AAAY TOQAOTOOT, EWORATEQM TNG
ITatpov. AAG 1) 00PMS VITOVOOUUEVT] ATTO TNV TTAQOU-
olol TNG OTO UOVAOTNOL TY], TV OToL atolduPave o
am6otohog IdnmpBog wg aderqog tou Imdvvn —mbavag
%O OF TTOQEURATIOLO TNG WOVIS CLPLEQMUEVO OTY] VUM
TOV, OTOV 1) exOva. Ba NTAV TEOOKVYNTI] OTO TEUTAO—
TLOTOTOLELTOL OTABEQC 0 OLAQXELL ALDVWV KL UAQTU-
QELTOL UE EXOVOYQUPLXY) EVPOUOELDL OTTO TEGOEQQ. KO-
un égya oTo vnoi, Tov 150v-170v awbval®.

Zug peyahes deomoTIRES EIROVES TOU XQLOTOU HOL TNG
Beotoxov g Iavidvaooag pe ™V Vroyeogy Tou
Avdpéa PitCov, amd mponyouuevo TéumTAo Tou XabohL-
%00 NG povng Tov Oeordyov!’, ue 1epaoynuévn TdEn
OTNV EVLOLO. ELXOVOYQOLXT) OVTLUETAILON TOVG, TOV V-
B00vo XoLotd 6UVodEVOUV OE UHQOYQUPNUEVES TTQOTO-
uég endve 1 deopévn Havayio xow o dyog Imdvvng o
Beolodyog, v mdowon Havidvacoa o amoctorog Id-
©wPOS %aw 0 LOEUTNG THS LOVIS O0L0G XQLoTOOOVAOG. X
GAAY ELOVQ, TTAAL OTO LOVOLOTHQL, TV XEOVWY YUQW OTO

16 B). xaw Movgixn, OL torxoyQapieg Tov mapenxrAnciov, O.7.
(vmoon. 1), 254, onu. 250. Ag onuelwBet 6tL oo Tapadgour ao-
dideL otov IanmwpPo tov ZePedaiov to xeinevo g xabohxng emL-
otohng Iaxmpov (o, 19-21) oto fifhio ov xpotel o dyog IaxrwBog
0 AdehpoBeog o edva emiong g povig (6.1, 255, ewx. 57. Xa-
ttndaxng, Ewcoves tng Mdtuov, 139, 0016. 98, mtiv. 147). H emuotoln
elvaw tov IaxwBov tov Adergobéov (H Kaw Awabijxn, 6.x. (vwo-
onp. 11),909. Z. Ayovpidng, A. «Ianmpog Adehpdbeoc», OHE 6, ot.
625. ILN. Xpnotov, h. <H Emotol)», 010 id10, 0T. 626 %.€.).

17 X attnddmng, Ewdvec tne Hdtuov, 60 x.g., aol8. 9 xon 10, wtiv. 12,
13. M. Ayewdotov-ITotaudvov, H uovij twv @idavBowanvdv xa
n medtn @don e ueraPuvlavivie Lwyeaguais, Abvo 1983,
19952, wiv. 69 (hemvopégera tov IaxmpPov).



1500, agrotdvetar o 00tog XQLoTOdOVAOG GTOV OTTOLo
amevbuvovton pe ewpovouio evhoyiag o Imdvvig o Oe-
0AOYOS ®at 0 IdxwPog, wrgoypagnuévol oe TEOTOUN
emavo'®, Enuavonn eivar, Thog, 1 emdva Tov Oeoho-
YOU 0TO OUMVUUO TTAQERKANOLO TNG ROVNG THG Zm0dO-
xou IInyng, mov €xeL tomobeTnBel oto drdoTnua TV
etwv 1610-1629%. Tov Iwdvvn ovvodevel oe mootoun
®OL OE WXQOTEET Alpaxa endvew deEld o dylog Idnw-
Bog, mov PAEmEL TQOG TAL AELOTEQA. ZTN YWVIOL OITTEVOVTL
7o AaAkeL TO ¥£0L Tou XQLoTOD Amtd TOEO TOL OVQEOVOU,
07O TO OTTOLO EXTTOQEVOVTUL TQELS AKTIVES TOV Belou AO-
you pe ratevfuveon eog Tovg vovg Zefedaiov. O Id-
%®WPOG ®EATEL OTAMUEVO EMTO Ue eEAapQA TTOQaALY-
UEVO TO EVAYYEMHO YWEIO GO TO YEYOVOS O0TO OMOLOo
TTQETTEL VAL AVAPEQETAL 1) AETTTOUEQELC TOV OLYLOU TTOTHQL-
ov oty erdva tov artd to 130 awmva: Kigwe, Bélouev
va Stav EAyg év Tjj 66ER oov xai Srws xablowow 6 eig
éx 0eELdV ooV xal 6 eig EE ebwviuwy dov év Tjf facileia
gov (Math. «, 21). H adehgunr ovyyévelo pe tov lody-
V1] VTTOdNADVETAL EVOTOYA KOL UE TO «XABIOWOLV», TTOV
OVOLPEQETAL OTO ROLVO UE TO OTOQYIXO TNG UNTEQUS TOVG
attnua.

'Ommg 0Ty TEQLITTWON TWV TEGOAQWV Hetafulavivay
emOvmY, dev ywEEel apu@yBoiia OTL oL 1) TOAAOTEQT TOV
0mooToAov IanmPou guhorainBnue pe TV TvEUHOTIXY
xaBodMyNon %o EMOVUIC TOV TATUIWY ROVOYMV ELTE
gUTOOEVTOV aLEQWTY), O OTTolog BEANOE VO el TO EV-
Ao Puro SENUA TEOCTXOVOQ TG LOVIG ELKOVOYQAPLO.
To deiyvouv N mowoTNnTa, 10 fABog 1o 1 AeTTOTNTA TWV
BeohoyLnmV OTOXUOUMY TOV EMEVOVBNARAV 0T AT HOLL
eEQUQETIXNG TEYVNG TOQAOTAON TOU adehpov tov Iwdv-

18 X attnddmmge, Ewedvee tye Mdtuov, 69, aoi. 17, miv. 84.

«TO MEN ITIOTHPION O EI'Q ITINQ ITIEZOE»

~’!

Ewxe. 3. O Xopwotog, Aearouéoeta s Ewe. 1.

V1] Tou Og0oAdYOU, TNV TOV OTOLWV ELVOL TO EVY0L-
QLOTLOXO TTOTHQLO, «OUOQTNUATOV KOOAQTIOLOV» OV
7QOTeL 0 XQLOTOG.

19 310 id10, 148, ap6. 110, miv. 160.

109



Myrtali Acheimastou-Potamianou

‘DRINK THE CUP THAT I DRINK.
COMMENTARY ON THE ICON OF APOSTLE JAMES
IN THE MONASTERY OF ST JOHN THE THEOLOGIAN, PATMOS

In the icon of Apostle James, a work of rare art from the
years around 1260, in the Patmos monastery of St John the
Theologian, Christ is depicted in miniature, top right, bless-
ing James and holding a eucharistic chalice in his left hand.
The chalice, unique element of the hagiographic type of the
Apostle, alludes to an event narrated by the Evangelists
Matthew (20:22-23) and Mark (10:39-40) and refers to the
Lord’s symbolic words to the sons of Zebedee: ‘drink my cup
..., ‘drink the cup that I drink ...". This is the ‘cup of death’,
which the brother of John was the first of the Twelve
Apostles to taste, with his holy martyrdom (Acts 12:1-2).
The noteworthy event, associated with the Passion and the
Resurrection, passed through patristic teaching into hymno-
graphy and specifically into the hymns chanted at vespers
for Palm Sunday (orthros of the Monday of Holy Week) at
the service (akolouthia) of the Nymphios; also in the do-
xastikon and the other hymns for the feast of Apostle
James (30 April).

With the proposed interpretation, the Communion chalice
held by Christ in the icon takes on a particular meaning as
an element of Patmian iconography, since it also refers to
John. With the value of a ‘prating symbol’ (type parlant), it
at once confirms the identity of the Apostle James and
underlines his physical and spiritual kinship with the
‘beloved’ of the monastery, John the Theologian. By recall-
ing the loyalty of the ‘Sons of Thunder’ to Christ, their will-
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ingness to share the Passion and their ambition to be glori-
fied together in the heavenly kingdom with a place ‘on the
right and on the left of the Lord’, it alludes to the Mystery
of the Sacred Eucharist, celebrated in remembrance of the
Sacrifice.

The presence of the icon in the monastery clearly implies
the honour that Apostle James was accorded there as
brother of John — possibly in a parekklesion of the monas-
tery, dedicated to his memory, in which the icon will have
been placed for proskynesis on the iconostasis. The honour
accorded to James is certified constantly over the centuries
and is attested with iconographic eloquence by another
four icons, which are dated from the second half of the fif-
teenth to the early seventeenth century, in the monas-
tery of St John the Theologian and the convent of the Life-
giving Source on Patmos.

As in the case of the four Post-Byzantine icons, there is no
doubt that the earlier one of Apostle James was created
with the spiritual guidance and desire of the Patmian monks
or of a well-educated donor, who wanted his pious gift to
have an iconography appropriate to the monastery. This is
indicated by the quality, the profundity and the refinement
of the theological meditations that were invested in the
spare representation of exquisite art of the brother of John
the Theologian, source of which meditations is the Com-
munion chalice ‘cleanser of sins’, that Christ holds.
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