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IMAPATHPHZEIZ XTHN KPHTIKH TOIIOTPA®IA
TOY BIBAIOY TOY CHR. BUONDELMONTI:
DESCRIPTIO INSULE CRETE

Avo onpavtrés Exdodoelg eldav 16 @as TS dnuooctdtTnTog Té TehevTaia
xodvia xai pdiiota otév EAANVIXS xDEO, cuuTAnedvovtas GLBAoyQapLrd
éva xevé ot pecowwvixt) yooupatohoyia xal ymeoygoagia ths Kodmns.
*Agogotv 0td £oyo £vdg Ao Tovg O onpavtikovg mepyNTés otiv ‘EAMG-
da, 100 Prweevtivov igpwuévou Christoforo Buondelmonti, ot éxave tv
mepumynom s Konng otig doyés 1ot 150v ai. xai ovyxexoupéva té 1415. ‘H
ned T Exdoom Eywve Gmd T Mari-Anne van Spitael' xai 1| dedtegn dmd ™
MéBa Amooxitn-’ AleEiov?.

‘H tMong mapdBeon —yid medt poed— tov xewpévou tTov Buondelmonti
otv €xdoom Tig Spitael pé oxdlia, diver oTOV £gevvmT) T duvatdmTa va
mooeyyloeL té xeipevo tov Ttalov meomynti ®ai va dEwohoyfoer Tig
oA TLUEG TANQOYOQLES TOV. “ATO TV GAAN TAEVQEQ, 1) EAANVLXY UETAPEAOT
g MdagbBag *Amooxitn-"AheEiov, éxtdg Amd ™ Yonowd™MTA ™S YLd TOV
“Elnva @ilo tig xentirils totoglag, £xel évav okl évyuegntird tpdhoyo,
&V 0TO %EelPEVO YIVETOL TEOOTTABELD VA TAVTLOTOUV Of TOTOYQOPLXES OVOUQL-
TOAOY(EG TOV TTEQUNYNTH Ué TA ONUEQELVA L0TOELXA ROl YewyQagpLrd dedopéva.

3 adtdv axobic TO XDEO, THSC KONTXAS IMMAad ywooyoopiac *ai
TOTOYQOPLOG, XKLVELTAL 1] TAQOVoX UEAETN TLOTEVOVTAS OTL TO HE(UEVO TOD
Buondelmonti ot} dvovontn pecarwvixn Aativixs ovvodevetar pé meobAn-
poto oty Taeddeon Tdv Tomwvupiov oy dpeiloviar GAa of drovotird
AGOn &mo TV idLo 16 ouyypagéa, GAha of mAGveg EEanTiag TOV oXNUATIXDV
XOQTAOV TG £moxig, GAa of mEaypaTird YEYovota, wt.Y. o€ dvopotobeoieg
oy ofuega GAhaEav 1) EEéMmav, xai, 1éhog, of AGON TOV AvTLYQaQEmV.
’Anauteiton Aowtdv idaitepn Vmopovi| xat Empov oty £gevva TV oToL-
xelwv xal yvdon Tic onpepiviis Toroypapiag the Kedtme, Gote va emvtevyBel
1 owoTH {0TOELXOYEWYQOUPLRY TTagaxolovnon Tiig mopeiog Tov Italod
meouynty otiv Kon.

"And dpxretd xedvia, 1 Tagovoioom yud totogxoig Adyous OpLopévou

1. “H &xdoom £xew tov titho: Descriptio insule Crete et liber insularum, cap. XI: Creta. Eival
wd xprtxn Exdoom Gred ) S1ddxntoga Tov mavemotnuiov Clermont-Ferrand. "Exd60nxe 16 1981
G 16 uAhoyo IMohtiotinils *AvartoEewg ‘Hoaxhelov, oté ‘Hodxhero. Ieguhapbdver neipe-
VO, YaAAx1 petapoaon xai oxéla, otd dmota, dwwg dnhdvel 1 tdia, TohvTiun eivar 1) oupnbolt
oV yvwotod ['déAhov xabnynti Paul Faure.

2. Mpdxertar Y& yhaguer puetdpoaon otd EAMvixd &nd T yvoor uldroyo-iotoouxd pé
mEdhoyo tov xabnymti) Et. AleEiov. ‘H Exdoon eivar tod (dlov moltiotiod ocvAAdyou o
‘HoaxAeiov xai éxd60nxe oté ‘Hoduhero 16 1983.
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XwElov TOU newévov elxe dmuoveynoer meobAiuata xal duxoyvewules.
ZNuepa, ®atw Amd 16 g véwv otorxelwy, motevovpue dTL elpaote o€ BEom
Oyt povo va EmaveEetdoovue ™ dlagoed avth TOV dndpewv dAAG ol vé
meoteivovpe TV 0007 ioToguxoploroyxy dvdyvmon Tol xweiov avtov.
IMednertan yid tovg otixovs 802-808, otiv doxf mepimov tov takdtot Tov
Buondelmonti 016 2owtegund T00 YNoLoD*:

... Igitur in monte aspero invenimus ecclesiam Sancti

Ysidori in qua duo caloeri vitam celibem consumpten-

tes, labore manuum vitam queritant. Per montes deinde sine

805 arboribus gradimur donec planus non parvus incultus aspi-

citur cuius in medio sub parvo monticulo civitas Cammara

erat que in quodam sinu ac latere australi torrendis prostrata

iacebat. Plura et magna hedificia marmorum dimictunt.

‘H dvapdxm eixe Eeondoet petakd dvo Enteandv iotogLodipdv, 1ov N. 1.
Maraddxn, drevBuvti Tot *Agyeiov Koftng xai tot yiatgod Muy. Katamrd-
™, %30T TV i0ToEWXOD %al AaoYEAPLKOD TEQLOOKOD «MUOWV», OXETLRA
ué 16 mword Nrav 1 Oéon Tig ecclesiae Sancti Ysidori. ‘O medTog VooTioLle
Ot 6 “Ayrog "Toidwog 84 mpémer va dvalnnOel éxel dmov onpega 6ploxeTon
6 vedtepog vaioxog Tov idtov dylov, otiv dxen Tot Sapwviov dxpwteiov,
yvwotod G Kdbo Zidepog, ot 6operoavatorxi dwéingn tijg Konms®*. ‘O
devtegog frav xatmyoonuatindg 1 6 “Ayiog “Totdweog mov eide 6 Buondel-
monti Ntav oty Béom THg onueEwviig poviig Tig Mavayiog e *AxpwtoLavig,
yvootic ®¢ Tomhov, mov petatedmnxre o€ povaotioL otd xedvia Tig veto-
roatiag, 16 150 1) 160 ai.’.

Ol 300 vedtepeg ExdOoELg —OmWS @aivetar otd oYxOAa Touc— dév Exouv
rotoAEeL o€ x0wv6 ovpmépaopa, dov 1 Spitael déxeton Gt 6 Buondelmonti
€lde 16 povaotroL Tov “‘Ayiov "Towddeov otév Kdbo nai meoobétel 6tu, btav
adT6 ®aTaoTEdPNX®E ANd TiS TOVEXIXES EmdEOouES, ol povayoi Tov idpuoav Té
povaotior thg Mavaylog g *Axpwtnoiaviig, mold dméxer dnd tov Kdabo
mepimov 15 yhp. medg 16 Eowteind Tod vnowot®, Evd 1) Mdela *Amooxity-

3. Spitael, 6.%., 0. 164-165.

4. “H *ExxMoia ths Kofjing, Xavid 1936, 0. 101-104. *Eniong: [Teprodwxd «Apneos», “Etog
A', 4o8. 8, 0. 219-223 xai mepLodxd «Miowv» =T’ (1937), 0. 12-17. Mé ™) 6éom Tov avTH
avaoxevaoe tohdtegn Emoyn tov, xatd tiv 6moia 6 “Ayiog lotdweog Empene va dvalnBet
otiv ntegroyi IMakawxdotoov éxtdg Kdbo Zidepov nat Tomhov ("Egnueoic « EAevBéga Zxéyng»,
9 Adyovotov 1930). Trv idra dmoym dmoomeiter xai 6 Gerola (Monumenti veneti dell’ isola di
Creta, III 0. 192, vmoonu. 2), 6 O6moiog dvapepdpevos otd vaioro tot Kabov 16v Bewpel 6t
givau 1) éuxdnoia 100 “Ayiov "Toddoov mo elde 6 Buondelmonti pé Tovg 8o éonuiteg, «brav 0
peydro povaotior dév Orioxe dxdpa», Omov «peydho povaotiolr Evvoet 16 Tomhov.

5. «Mbowv» E’, 0. 48-52 xai ZT', o. 22-26.

6. Spitael, 8.x., Commentaires, aoi8. 173, o. 269-270.
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’AleElov tavtilovtag, péoa of mapévBeon, T B€om tod ‘Ayiov ‘lowdmeov,
avayodper ) AéEn: (Tomhov)’.

TR Mon otd mTEd6ANpa motevoupe OtL wToet va ddoeL uud QLloloyixi
avdahvon o¢ ouvduaoud pé Ty EEétaon Shwv TV oTouxelwv ToU ToQaTLOEnE-
vou yweiov ot Buondelmonti 4t iotoguxry, doyatohoyurn xai YewyQagpixn
&royn. Iowd elvar houtdv 1 téAn Kapdoa, Té Egeimia tiig dmoiag ouvavta 6
TEQMYNTNGS APrivovTag iow Tov Té ExxAnotdio tov “Ayiov "Iowdweov; ‘H
Spitael 0té oyohaoud tov 6douwowot Tov Buondelmonti ioyvpiletar 6t
avagépetar otd épeimoa thg Kapdoag amd mhdvn, émeldn 6 mepunyntig
6aoiletar 0td Ydom ToU ITtolepaiov, 6mov 1 Kaudpo tomobeteiton of
TEQLOYT TOU E0MWTEQHOT THG ZNTELAG, EVD MG YVWoTo 1) BEom Tiig TOANG adTiig
gxel évromoTel €xel Omov onuepa GoloxeTal 1) onuegvy TOAN Tov “Ayiov
Nuwxordov, xat Oewgel 6£6aro dtL Ta gpeima wo¥ eide 6 Buondelmonti fjrav
oTV ToaypomxdTTa adTd TiC doyaiac IToarcot®. Té idro déyetan xai ) M.
> Anoonitn-’ AleEiov’.

Epeig 0d ovpgpovioovpe atdluta dg TEos TV TEdT dtartiotwon, Thg
nthdvng dnhadn tov Buondelmonti dg medg thv dvopaoia thg deyaiog ToAng,
gEautiag ToU oynuatixod xdetn tov ITtokepaiov mov ocvpbovievdtav O
TEQNYNTNG, B4 dragpwvroovpe Suwg ELErd dg TEAG T6 devTeQo, OTL dnhadn
t¢ goelmoa mwo¥ elde dvijxov otiv mowtevovoa @V “Eteoxontdv, TV
IMpawod, xat B4 vmwootneiEovue 6Tl oTHV TEAYRATLROTNTA EMLOREPONRE TV
"Ttavo.

Tiv &moym ovty dév elpaote oi mpwToL OV ™V Vmwootneilovue. "Hon
amd 16 1937 6 dEvdegréotatog N. 1. Mowaddxns, ot diapdym tov pé tov
Katoamdém mov dvagépape tagamdvw, Bempotoe dedopévo 6t o Buondel-
monti petd tév “Ayio “Ioldweo EmoxépOnxe ta éoelma thg doyatag “Itdvov
Bactouévog mave oty owoty Eounveio tot xewévou’. “Etor Aowtév )
OXETLXRY) TTEOTOON TOU xeEWévou: ...civitas Camara erat que in quodam sinu ac
latere australi torrendi prostrata, mo¥ éounvevtnxe amd v Spitael «...s’
étendait I’antique cité de Camara située au sud de la courbe d’une torrent» xai
and ™ M. "Amooxit-’AheEiov dg: «yxTiopnévn otd 6oewvd Tig ropumhg Evog
YEWAQEOU»'2, & Enterands {oTooLodigng HeTapdlel: «... EXeLTo 1) TOMG
Kapdoa, g &v 19 x0Anw, oVtwg eimelv, xai &v.T votig mhevod £xe

7. “O.xm., o. 67.

8. “O.m., Commentaires, dou0. 175, o. 270-271.

9. “O.x., o. 67.

10. «Mvbowv» ZT', 0. 14. *Eniong, ‘H "Exxdyoio tijig Kovmg, 0. 103, dmoonp. 13 xai ‘H
Apyaia *Avatohny) Ko, Xavid 1938, o. 24.

11. “O.x., 0. 165.

12. “O.x., 0. 67. Edd mpogavds éx magadoouiic petapoedtetar 16 australis 66elo dvri:
vota.
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motopdv (xelpapeov)...*». ‘H AéEn Aowndv sinus elvon 10 xAewdi omv |
gounvelo xoi motedovpe xai gueic 6t dév moémeL V& OVOYETLOTEL EQUNVEVTL-
%4 pé ™) MEEN torrens, GAAG 0@ TiBeTon AveEdTnTN Xl Enéxel THV Eounveia
100 %OMTOV Hai Gy THG ropmng, Eounveies mov xai oi dvo magadidovrar
AeEwoyoagued®. “H gopunveio Aowmdv avth diver Eviehdg Sragopetinn
vewyoaguxi) diudotaon oty yweobeoio tav foeutiov g Kopdeas tod
Buondelmonti, dgot 1) ITpatodg eivon peodyera xai pdvo 1 “Travog Exteiveton
016 puy0 ®0ATToV. "ExTOC Gmd atd, %al Té VTOAOLITO. OTOLYEL THG TEQLYQOL-
Piig TopLatovv xoAltega ué 16 Quowrd mepubdAhov Tig “Ttdvov, dgod 1
IMoawodg dév Exer peydhn meduado dmwg 1) “Travog—1) “Ttavog 6pioneton otd
votlo xewwdooov #vd 1 IMpawode eivar otd véTLO TOTAROD, TOD YVWOTOD
otoVUg doyaiovg Advpov 1 Ztouiov, tov onuepwod IToviéhn xai eival
coagéotatn 1 dragoed oty hativixy tdv AéEewv torrens xai flumen ot 64
elxe yonowomowoer o Buondelmonti, dmwg xdéver EMwote mavta ot6
xeipevo 100 6doumoginot Tov'®. "Extdc dmd advtd 1) “Ttavog Exer mAndmoa
naudovov doyxaiwv oixodounudtwv mol Exteivoviar xveimg of hogioxo
014 dvatolxd, xovtd othv axty, évd M [paods, uetd v GhoxinowTixn
1oTO0TEOPN TG Atd TV ‘Tepdmetoa 16 146 7. X., 3¢ draomiel T6g0 ThovoLo
xtoLaxd VAxd. Télog, G moémer va AngBel 0obapd Vmdym étu 1 “Ttavog
améyer povo 10 yAu. amd 16 dxo tov Zapwviov, dnov dnwg Ba dodpe o
#étw tomoBeteitar 6 “Ayog ‘loidwog mov elde 6 Buondelmonti, évad 1)
Mpawodg mave amd 40 yAu. roi dg medg T @ivon Tg dradoopis 1) andotaon
Kda6ov-"Travov xalvmreton b tomio Bpaymdeg xai adevigo, v dév eivan
duvatd vé xopaxtmeileton youvn xai Gdevion 1 peyddn avt) dndotaon
Ka6ov-ITpawoot, mol xai ofuega dxdua o ToAG péon e xarvmreton ad
puoxi) devipoguia.

[Mpbogata, otic prhohoyurés xal xwEoYQAPLXES AUTEG LATLOTMOELS KOG,
N0t xat ) doyarohoyxn oxoamdvn vé évioyioel Tig Tagandve armdypers xai

13. «Apfjeog» 8, 6. 221 xai «Mvowv» =T’ 0. 14. *Exiong, ‘H *ExxAnoia tijg Kefmg, 0. 103,
Omoonp. 13 xai “H Apyaia Avatohxi Kenm, o. 24.

14. THv dua &moym Exer nai 1) Zrédha Feweyodra-TTpud60ohov, Ag. @horoyiag tod Ilavem-
ompiov Tijg Pdung, EAIT vob Havemompiov *ABnvav omiv “Edoa Tiig Aativixijs @uhoroyiag,
mov doxoMOnxe pé T petdpoaom Tob yweiov (Tiv evxaglotodpe Beopd) xai pag Edwoe T0
TAQAKATW HELPEVO:

«Enerta duaoyilovpe 6ovva ywois dévioa,
domov 6Aémovpe i Oy wxer medidda dxariégynn
7ov 016 péoov g, oTovg mEOTodES Evog prEoD Adgov, Beloxdtav
1 7ol Kapdoa, of xdmowo x0Amo, xai ot véua
TAEVQG TOU XELUAQQEOV XOTEQELTMUEVY) ATAWVOTAV».
15. BA. Spitael, 8.x., 0. 106 (ot. 124), 0.111 (ot. 180), 0. 134 (ot. 446), 0. 141 (ot. 535) %.4.
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vé €dparmogL THV TemoiOnon nag: Ztv axen 1o Zapwviov Eytvav Tedoga-
ta and v KA’ "Egopeia "Apyatotitwv “Avatohxic Konmg, pé mv
EnibAeym TOU VIOYEAQOVTOC, wixeés Avooragukés £peuves otd mhaiova
ovAhOYTiG oToLElwV Yyud TV TtegLoyxr xal idlwg yud TOV €vTomond TV
Aenpavav 1o vao tis Mivoidog “ABnvag, mov tomobetel gxel 6 “ATOMO-
viog Tapadétovrac 6 oxeTind w00’ Mid amd avtéc tic Epevveg Eywve of
{xvn towyomotiag, mhnolov 1o vedtrepov vaov 10U ‘Ayiov ‘lowddeov, otd
VYopa xovrd oy axt. "Amoxahipinxray td éelmia ExxAnoiag, unrovg ué
oV medvao 12,80 p. xai mhdtovg 5,20 p., ué EEwteound dwudtio otd 66peL0
toixo0, draot. 6,40%2,40 u. “H xepauxn ol 6péOnxe pag 6ebaimoe 6tL 6
vadg Nrav of xeMon otd yedvia Tig EveToxpatiag GAAG TO TOAITINO YLd THV
iotopia Tov ebonua Nrav 1 TEQLOVALOYY TELOV VOouopdtmv ol &yt uévo
ovvBétouv T dudexrela Lomig Tov GALG oVVNYORODY AITOPACLOTIXRG 0T AVoT
10U TEOGAMPOTOG TG TEaypnatixiic 0éong ToU vaot tov ‘Ayiov “lTowdmpov
no¥ &tde 6 Buondelmonti. 16 2owteound 6oéOnxe tornesselo Tov dovma
Antonio Venerio (1382-1400)". ¢ tagi ot x®E0 10V i€QOTV —TEOPAVAS
tegpévov— mepLovveréyn tornesselo tov dovxa Leonardo Lorendan (1501-
1521)'®, &vd 016 vapOnxa sesino tov dovxa Marino Grimano (1595-1605)".

‘O vadg howtdv avtdg gaivetar Gt dveyéeBnue xatd ) 6’ Gulavtivi
mepiodo, émoxn BENOoREVTIXTS Olx0dOMXKNG AvayEvvNong, kol VTEXE OTig
aoxéc Tov 150v ai. xai puowrd xai 16 1415 mov T6v €ide 6 Buondelmonti. Aév
ROTOOTEAPN®E ATd Tig TovEXLrég Emdpoués Tov 1462 ol Ttov 1471 Smwg
vmoBéter 6 N. 1. TTamaddunc® xal, 16 méd onuoavixd, vaioxe otd Tékn T
160v ai., évd oé yaet Tov 1563 pégetar vads 7 povaoctiol pé té dvoua
Acrotiriani ot 8éon 6mov xat ofuepa 6ploretar 1) povn Tig “ArQWTNELOVHG
(Tomhov)?!. “O vadc B4 meéner howdv vé EoewmdBnue otic doyés Tov 170v
al., 6tav 1 dmaBpog Eonuadnxe dnd tig opodeés émbéoels tdv Toverwv
o0 xaténEav otiv xataxtnon tig Konmg xat eidindtepa g Entelag 10
1648. Adt howtdv eivan ) ecclesia Sancti Ysidori wov ouvavinoe 6 “Ttaidg
neomynts xail mbavg ol dvo iegeic mov €lde v Euevav of xeMd o
andotlav 10 paxpdotevo xtiopa otd 606ewa Tg Exxhnolag. “Apydteoa,

16. *Agyovavtxd IV, ot. 1689-1693.

17. *Eumo. ANTO VENEPIO DUX ylow &né otaved ot6 xévigo. “Omod. VEXILIFER
VENETIA y0p0 &né nopdotaon Aéovrog pé evayyého. BA. N. Papadopoli, Le monete di
Venezia, Venezia 1893, I, o. 231 (7), miv. XIII &oi6. 11,

18. "Epnp. LE. LAURENDAN DUX. Zt0ov6g 016 %évipo. "Oma6. S. MARCUS VENETI.
Atwv pé edayyého. BL. Papadopoli, 6.z, II, 0. 114 (82).

19. "Eptg. MARINUS GRIMANO DUX VE. ybow &nd otaved otd xévigo. “Omiod.
SANCTUS MARCUS VENE. yipw &6 mapdotaon Aéovrog pé evayyého. BA. Papadopoli,
S8.m., I, o. 458, &B. 154.

20. «Mbowv» ZT', o. 14.

21. “O.x., 0. 16, xawd ioyvoiopd tov N. 1. IMamwaddxn.
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o 5 10
St ==
B A’/’
Eix. 1. “H 6éon 1o malod vaod tov ‘Ayiov 'Iowdwgov (A) of oxéon ué 16 vedteQo.

OTV £€OYT THG TOUEXOXQATIAS ®al 0¢ TEEL0d0 OV ot TovpxroL dpyLoav va
delyvouv Bonoxevtinn avoyn, @oaiveror 6t xTiotnxe O veOTEQOS VOOG TOU
‘Ayiov "Iowdmeov ot Béom mov Gpioxetal onuepa, o€ pxEn drdotaon amo
Td épelmia ToU TaAov, oU yid xdmoo dyvwoto Adyo dév mpoTiuiOnxroy yud
va dvowrodounBovv (Eix. 1).

‘Enopévog, magaxohovdmvrag té 6doutoord tov Buondelmonti otiv
gxxivnon tov yid v émioxeyn tov éowteourot tig Kontng, 04 moémer va
Bempnoovpe dedopévo —ovppwva pé dha Td moQUTAvw otouxelo— OTL O
TEQMYNTNG GobLBGoTHRE 0TS Zapdvio axo, otd onueovd Kabo Zidego,
6mov, of¢ Vpwpa Tov dwotelel THY ArtdAnEn ot Bdhaooa teayy 60uvvol ToY
onuega elvar yvwotd odv Kepdha tov Kabov, Brémer mv éxxlnolo tov
‘Ayiov “Iowdmeov xai deot diaoyiler wd meproxn yuuvn and dévroa, dmmg
axolbdg elvan nai ofueoa, @raver otév ®OATO TiG “TTtdvou —mol TaleLdtet
andlvta pué TV TeQLYQaQn TOU—,BAETEL TG dEYata EQE(TLO THG dWELKNG AVTHG
TOMG xal ot ouvéxela xotevBivetoaw 0td EowteQrd ToU vnotov. Ili-
otevovue dtL xal of moMhd GMha omueia TO xelpevo tov Buondelmonti
TaEOVOoLALeL TEOBANUATIONOVS OYETLXA Pé TRV TAUTLON KVELMG TOTOOETLDV
YU o016 xai 04 émavélBovue.
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Axp
Libcpog

Movn
Tomhou,¢
A

e

.0
Naiaixaotpo

Npaigog Zaxpog
o

Katw o
Zanpog

Eix. 2. "Aoyn g mopelag Tov Buondelmonti 016 éowtegund tig Konmg.

ZUPUTEQAOPATIXG AOLTTOV, 0TV Avalntnon Tdv Béoewv tov “Ayiov "lotdw-
oov xat ths Kapdpag, 0d meéner v dmoxrhelotel 1) drwoyn g “Amooritn-
"AleElov nal ig TEOS TG 60 onéln: Tomhov-ITpotods, vd BewoenOel dpary-
patomointn ovth Tov M. Kotamdtn: Tomhov-"Travog, dpod Y& vd ovvav-
moeg v “Ttavo perd 16 Tomhov 04 moémer va Emotpéyelg mEds T
0dhaooa xal Oy mEds 6 EomteQLrd, va Bewendet AavBaouévn mg medg Té
devteQo onélog tng 1) Aoy T Spitael: “Ayiog "Toidwpog Kabov-ITparoodg,
Y16 100G Adyoug ToU AvagpéQaue Tapamdvw, xat va OewenBel owoty 1) Takld
0¢om 10U N. 1. [Towaddxn: “Ayiog "loidwpog Kdbov-"Travog (6M. Eix. 2 nué
T{G TEOTELVOUEVES TOQEIES).

IMwotevovpe 6T, PETd TV EaveEETaoT TOV PLAOAOYLXMV KOl TOTOYQAPL-
1@V oTotyelwv xal idaitepa Tv doyatohoyixn égevva, ol VToBéoers Telvouy
va yivouvv 6ebaitdtnta yid ™v tehevtaia Gmoyn.
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SUMMARY

COMMENTS ON THE TOPOGRAPHY OF CRETE FROM THE BOOK
“DESCRIPTIO INSULE CRETE” BY CHR. BUONDELMONTI

The descriptions of various places and locations pertaining to the country-
side of Crete in the text of the Italian traveller Chr. Buondelmonti’s “Descrip-
tio Insule Crete”, have frequently caused problems because of misunderstand-
ings mainly due to the author’s misheard place names or to the incorrect
information on such maps as were than in existence.

Two remarkable recent publications of the above mentioned work by
Buondelmonti, the one by M. A van Spitael (a critique) and the other by M.
Aposkiti-Alexiou (a translation into modern Greek with indendifications of
locations deal with the problems of identifying what exist today with the
topography of mediaeval Crete.

This article is concerned with the first part of Buondelmonti’s journey
through the interior of the island (lines 802-808 of the text according to the van
Spitael publication) where the traveller starting from the North-Easternmost
point of Crete visits first the church of Agios Isidoros and then the ruins of the
ancient city of Kamara. Ms van Spitael accepts that Agios Isidoros was located
at the tip of Cape Sammonio (modern Cape Sideros) and that Kamara was in
fact Praisos which Buondelmonti mistakently identifies as Kamara because of
the incorrect placing of that city on Ptolemy’s schematic map. Ms Aposkiti-
Alexiou, on the other hand, while agreeing with Ms van Spitael about the
Kamara-Praisos identification, noted that Agios Isidoros was a church located
at the spot were Toplou monastery now stands (at a distance of about 15 km to
the south of cape Sideros).

In the light of new knowledge gleaned from recent excavational research at
Cape Sideros which uncovered the remains of a church which was in use at
time of Buondelmonti’s visit (1415) and from more exact translation of the text
and more systematic correlation of the topographical elements in the text with
what exist today, we can conclude that Buondelmonti undoubtedly did visit the
church on the Cape (and not one at Toplou as and the earlier Sitian historian
M. Katapotis believed) but that the ruins of an ancient city which he visited
afterwards and which he, through genuine error, calls Kamara were not those
of Praisos but of ancient Itanos. This view was also put forward over half a
century ago by another Sitian historian N. I. Papadakis.

NIKOS P. PAPADAKIS
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