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H EPMHNEIA MIAY TOIXOI'PA®IAY XTH MONH THX BAAXEPNAX
KONTA XTHN APTA

Zté kaBohikd tiig Bulavtiviig poviig tiig Brayépvag
o016 OpdvVLPO YPLd dnévavtt and Tv “Apta, kai ovy-
KekpLpéva oté vapnka, otd topmavo tod Bépetov and
Td Tpia Ayddpata Tob dtapBpdvouy 1) duTik TAgvpd
oL, DMAPYEL HEYAAN, Katd pépog owlopevn, Toryo-
ypagia Tob ZTiynpod tdv Xprotovyévvev, mod eival
Kai pia and tig npopdtepeg mapactdoelg Tod Bépa-
tog! (Eik. 1-5). T6 Zuynpd amoterel pé v Béon, 16
péyebog xai TV TopacTaTiKY AAUTPOTNTA TOL «Taipy
TG povadikiic yid 16 Oépa toryoypagiag otd vATLO
ayidopa tiig idtag Trevpdg, mov ioTopel TV Tavnyv-
pikf Attavevon tiig eikovag tfig [Mavayiag “Odnyn-
tprag o1rjv Kovoetavtivobnoin?. Oi tovyoypagicg tg
poviic tfic Bhayépvag €xovv ypovoroynBel adtég tod
Kupimg vaod nepi 1d péoa tob 13ov ai. kai avtég Tod
voTEPATEPOL VApONKa mepi Td TEAN TOD id10L aiwva.

‘H toyoypagia tfi¢ Brayépvag mapiotdver yopic Gu-

@1poria 16 Ztiynpo tdvV Xprotovyivvov, OTmg Gmo-
deikvOouv 14 ocwlépeva pépn tiig oknvig, o mapafo-
AN kai pé GAleg TalaloAOYELEG TOPACTACELG TOD BEpa-
to¢. [Ipotod Spwg ) dobpe meprypagika, &g Buunbod-
HE TRV TNYH Eunvevong Thig okNnviig, T6 Bavpdoio 1816-
pero mov yaiietor otév “Eomepivd tdv XprotovyEv-
vov3 dArd kai ot ZOvatn «rtfig dnepayiag @cotdkov
év Blayépvaigy mob yroptaletar tv Emopevn Mpépa,
otig 26 Aekepuppiovt:
Ti oot npooevéykwuev, Xpioté: 811 dplng éni yic &¢
dvlBpwrog d1° fudg; Ekactov yap T@V OO COD YEVOUE-
VOV KTICUATOV TNV E0YapLotiav ool mpoodyel” ol dy-
yeAot tov Duvov, oi obpavol 1ov dotépa, oi udyotr ta
Sapa, oi mowéves to Badua, 1 yij 10 onrjdaiov, 1 Epn-
pog tnv gdrvnv, nuecic 6¢ untépa IlapBévov. O mpo
aiovov Oedg, EAénoov nudg.

*Ané v toryoypagia tiic Blayxépvag (Eik. 1), mov 6°
apy1le o€ kamolo Byog and 16 danedo kai Od EpTave g
TV KopLven 1oL ayiddpatog, coletat 16 kKevipikd kai
KAT®, pEYdlo péEPOG THiG oKNVig, KL avtd pué @Bopéc.
216 yaralio ¢d¢ tod kaumov gikoviletar o1é kévipo
ynAd 1) [Mavayia, kaBiopévn o morldTipo Bpdvo, vopé-
vo pé kevintd bpaopa, tatdviag o€ dpHoydvio tono-
d10. “Ymdpyet 16 katw pEpog Tthg popefig tng, Mg T
péon mepinov, Evd and 16 pikpd Xprotd 8¢ drakpivov-
tatiyvn. ~AkolovBodv o KdTe Td tpdowna o Gu-
ykpotodv Tig dvrikpiotég npog v IMavayia opdadeg
0D Upvov, o€ ocdppetpn 6nwg ovviibug didtaén, dpi-
otepd Kai de€id, katd {dveg. “Apiotepd oi pdyor-fa-

olheic pé moAvTEA Qopépata Kai otéppa, Oarepdg yé-
pog 6 TpdTOG, Wpaiog vEéog O dedtepog Mol deiyver pé
0 XEpL YNAA Kai O Tpitog md micw nmov c®lovtat pépm
TG HOPPTIG TOV, TPOSPEPOLY GTO vEOYEVVITO XPLoTO
Ta dpa ot kherotd dpboyodvia kipotidia (Eik. 1-3).
*Anévavti, ol mowpéveg mpoocdyovv 70 fadua (Eik. 1
kat 5). Zonpdg kai odv gofiopévog 6 veapdg Bookdg,
pE Kovto @Opepa, okob@o Kai ynid vrodnipata, dei-
XVeL pé€ 16 xépt Emdve o€ paprtupia tod Badpatog, ocav
TOV 6p6AoYo pdyo, kai yvpilovrag okvpet 616 yEpovia

1. “Avakoivoon oté “EBdopo Zuvpumdoio tiig Xprotiavikig “Ap-
yatoroyiktig “Etaipeiag ("EBdopo Zvpndorio Bulavtiviig kai Meta-
Bulavtiviig *Apyaroroyiag xai Téxvng, “Abrva, 24-26 *Anpiriov
1987, Ipdypappa xai nepthiniyelg dvakowvooemv, " Abriva 1987, o.
21 x.£.). “Agoppun y1d v mapovciacn tod Ztiynpod tdv Xpiotov-
vévvov Edwoe 1) dvakoivwon tg V. Nunn 016 @ete1v6 Zupndoio tod
Birmingham (22 Maptiov 1987), 6mov npotdabnke 1 tavtion TG ToL-
xoypagiag tiig Brayépvag pé v mapdotacn tig yvooTtig dypu-
nviag tfig IMapaokeviig mov yivétav ot povry Brayepvdv otrv
Kovotavtivovnodn, ot ovvagela pé 16 oyetikd dpapa tod “Ayiov
Avdpéa tob d1d Xprotév Zarov (BA. mpdyepa G. P. Majeska,
Russian Travelers to Constantinople in the Fourteenth and Fifteenth
Centuries, DOS XIX, 1984, ¢. 331 xai 334 x.£., R. P. D. Lathoud,
Le théme iconographique du «Pokrov» de la Vierge, L’art byzantin
chez les Slaves, dedié a la mémoire de Théodore Uspenskij, I, 2, Paris
1932, 6. 304 x.£.). Edyapiotd kai an” avty t1j 8o t1jv k. Nunn nob
elye Tv karoovvn vd pod oteilel dvtiypago 11 Gvakoivwomng Tng.
IMa ) povyj tijg Bhayépvag BA. *A. K. *Oprdavdog, “H napa tiv
“Aptav povr) tdv Bhayepvdv, ABME B’ (1936), c. 3 x.£. xai 180.
I'a tig tovyoypagpieg (droxaivebnkav t6 1975-77 kai drotehovv 16
avtikeipevo perEtng T Omoypagovoag) PA. dvakowvooelg M.
"Ayxewpdotov-ITotaptdvov, Bulavtivig toryoypagieg otr povry
¢ Bhayépvag tiic "Aptag, AAA VIII (1975), 0. 208 .., M. Achi-
mastou-Potamianou, The Byzantine Wall Paintings of Vlacherna
Monastery (Area of Arta), [Tpaktikd tov IE" AeBvotg Zuvedpiov
Buvlavtivdv Znovddv, 'Abfjvar, Zentépfprog 1976, II. Téyvn xai
*Apyatoroyia, ‘Avakowooeig, A, “ABfjvar 1981, o. | k.. (=M.
"Ayewpaotov-Tlotaptdvovn, Otpata Lwypagikiic otiv “Apta
Tiig Emoyfig T@v Aeomotdv. Oi Toryoypagieg Tfig poviig Bhayépvag,
neprod. Lxovedg, £tog KO ', *lavovdprog - AeképPprog 1984, t. H'
Y- 68-69, o. 39 k.t.). ZOvtopeg €idnoeig, 1 1dra, AA 30 (1975),
Xpovikd, o. 223, niv. 135a-y, AA 31 (1976), Xpovikd, o. 18 k.£., miv.
23-26a, AA 32 (1977), Xpovika, o. 11 k.E., miv. 23-24.

2. INa v napdaoctacn tig Attaveiag BA. " Ayxertpdotov-ITotapra-
vov, AAA, 6.n., o. 212, AA 31 (1976), Xpovikd, o. 19, riv. 25-26a,
IMpaktikd IE" AeBvoig Zvvedpiov Bulaviivav Znovddv, o. 4 k.£.,
eix. 14-17 (=neprod. Zxovpdg, o. 43 k.., €ik. 46).

3. Mnvaiov tob Aekepfpiov, ExkkAnoiwactiky Bifriobrikn «Ddgy,
*Abfivan 1971, ©. 379.

4. Synaxarium EC, £x§. H. Delehaye, Bruxellis 1902, ot. 343. Mn-
vaiov Aekepfpiov, 6.1., . 401 (ot6év “Eomnepivo).
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Eix. 1. Movij tii¢c BAayépvag. T Ztixnpd t@v Xpiotovyév-
vov
Eix. 2. Oi udyot, 1 y7, oi dvlpwnot kdtw

dimha kai tov aykaiidlel ano tov ®po, pé TRV aeooci-
oon tod véov oTdv mpecPitepo cvvIpo@o, né 1 dpo-
o4 Tfig NAkiag mov évotepviletar ebkoAdtepa 16 Kat-
voOpylo’. Kai 6 yepo-Bookde, pé 1d mddia yopvd, pé
HAKPLEG TPLYOTEG MEPLOKEAIdEC Kal Spota kdmo And
npoPid, VILPEVOG YId Tapddetypa odv 16 YEPO ToLpéEva
ot 'évvnon 100 vaod 1o Kurbinovo?®, tfig IMTalidg
Mntpomoing tiic Béporac’ 7, dpydtepa, tfc Studeni-
cad, onkdver Bavpdlovrag 16 cacticpévo, Edolo npd-
cono npdg 16 pépog tiig Iavayiac.

[Mapokdto, tpaPnypéveg otic dkpeg, elval Tpoocwmo-
nowmpéveg 1 yi kai 1 Eépnuog. Baciiikd viopévn 1
TPAOTN, APLoTEPQ, PE HOKPLd, YLUEVE TiOW® HOAALE —TO
npocono £xel yabei— mpocdyel 16 Ppdyo pé 10 onrj-
Aarov(Eik. 1-2). 16 Eécwtepikd tov odleTal 1) povadi-
K1 €My pa@n mov pnopel va dtaPfactel 6TV Tapdcta-
on. Aév elvar AL 4 16 oyetikd otixo Tod buvov: H
I'H TO CITHA[AION]. "H ynpaid €pnpog de€ia,
GOTPOVTLHEVT), EVIVTOOLOKTY, péE KATAoTpa HaAAld,
TPOCPEPEL pPé AmAopéva td xépra TRV opBoydvia @at-
vn, oL TpoPdAiietar pmpootd otd yépo mownéva (Eixk.
1 kai 5). Televtaiotl katm, € 800 OpAdeg moOv AvTikpi-
Covtat, amidvovial oxedOV KUKALKGA 6T KEvTpo, of
800 EmaAAnieg oeipég, kéteg ol AvBpwmor mov mPod-
ogepav ™ untépa [apbévov (Eix. 1, 2 xai 4). [lapiota-
vovtat deopevol Baoireig, iepopévol, povayoi Kai d-
Aot dddeka 016 oOVOAO Tpdowna, oo chdlovial. Aév
glvar dvokolo va okeptodue ti LTTPYE 0TO YapEvVo
HEPOG TG TotYoYpaPiag émdve. O@d ftav 6 KOKAog ToD
ovpavod kai ol dyyerot, tpoceépovrag of dyyeAot Tov
Upvov, of obpavoi tov dotépa.

302

\ {C‘ X 3
4 »
. !

)
‘~_i_

%
g SRR
ix. 3. Oi pdyou, Aenrouépeia
4. Oi dvBpwrnot, deéid kdtw, AsmTouépeia

Té Zuynpd 1dv Xpiotovyévvev?, pid akéun mopd-
otacn Ano adtéc mov Bewpeitar 6Tt StapopeoOnKav
oTd KOotd Topddoon mpdTuTa THiG AVTOKPATOPIKTG €i-
kovoypagiac!?, ueaviletar dpyd ot Bulavtivy Lw-
YPAPLKY], HE TPATO Y POVOLOYNUEVO SETYHA THV TOLYO-
ypoagio oty I[epifrento thg ~Ayxpidag, tob 1296!!.

5. “O veapdg Bookdg, o€ Spota BEéon kai otdon, dykaiidalovrag t6
YEPOVTOTEPO GUVTPOPO Kai deiyvovtag ynia tov dyyero mov GEpver
otolg dVo motpéveg T yappoouvvn €idnon, Anavid apKetd ocvyvd
ot ['évvnon o mponyodueveg pikpoypagisg kai o€ toryoypapieg
(Br. mpoyepa EVO. N. Toryapidag, Ol toryoypagisg Tthg povig
Aatépov Oeooarovikng kai 1) pulavtiviy Loypagikr Tod 120v aim-
va, ‘Etaipeia Makedovikdv Znovddv, apif. 66, @cccarovikn 1986,
niv. 498, Sla, 52a, 54p xai 55B).

6. L. Hadermann-Misguich, Kurbinovo, Les fresques de Saint-
Georges et la peinture byzantine du Xlle siécle, £k8. Byzantion,
Bruxelles 1975, 1, o. 118, 11, eik. 46-47.

7. Towyapidag, 6.m., miv. 55p.

8. R. Hamann-MacLean und H. Hallensleben, Die Monu-
mentalmalerei in Serbien und Makedonien, Giessen 1963, eik. 254 xai
256.

9. I'ad 16 Bépa . G. Millet, Recherches sur I'iconographie de I’E-
vangile aux XIVe, XVe et XVle siécles, Paris 1916, . 163 k.£., E.
Georgievskij-Druzinin, Les fresques du monastére de Thérapon,
Etude de deux thémes iconographiques, L art byzantin chez les Sla-
ves, dédié a la mémoire de Th. Uspenskij, II, 1, Paris 1932, o. 128 k.E.,
A. Grabar, L empereur dans 1’ art byzantin, Paris 1936, o. 260 k.£.,
6 1d10¢, L iconographie de la Parousie, L’ art de la fin de I Antiquité
et du Moyen Age, I, Paris 1968, 6. 574 x.£., T. Velmans, La peinture
murale byzantine a la fin du Moyen Age, I, Paris 1977, c. 77 k.£.
10. Grabar, L empereur, 6.7.

I1. ("Ayrog KAjung) Hamann-MacLean und Hallensleben,
6.m., II. R. Hamann-MacLean, Grundlegung zu einer Geschichte
der mittelalterlichen Monumentalmalerei in Serbien und Makedonien,
Giessen 1976, o. 189 x.&., miv. 48A.
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Eix. 5. Oi mowuéveg
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H EPMHNEIA MIAZ TOIXOI'PA®IAL XTH MONH THZ BAAXEPNAX

214 131, kovid, xpoévia eikdlovpe St1 dnuiovpyndnke
1 mtapdotacn otr povn ¢ Bhayépvag. Toryoypapn-
péva elvar Eniong 1d Endpeva, pdArov ondvia deiypa-
ta tod Oépatog of onovdaia povactnplakd idpvuata,
ot povy t@v “Ayiov *Anootdélev 11 @cocarovi-
xnc'2, tic povéc tiic Zita'3 xai tiic Ravanita'4. Kowd
otolyeia T@V ToLYoypaPLd®V avt®v tod 130ov kai 14o0v
ai. elvar i) Béon 11 okNVviig 016 vapbnka 1j of dvdro-
Y0, Tapdnievpo Tod Kupiwg vaod ydpo, kai f) dvadei&n
™G o€ edpeia, TomTn Em@avela tave anod T Bvpa Tod
vaod 1j GALoD. TS Ztiynpd tdv Xpiotovyévvov EmpPr-
@ver ot petafuloviivy Loypagikn, kuping o€ Toryo-
YPAPIEG HOVAOTNPLAKAV EKKANOLAV Koi omdvia of €i-
k6vec!s. T ) onavidtepn kai iowg moé Botepn yp1-
on tig oknviig of Pulavtivég eikdveg LmApyeEL pid
ypamty poaptupia: 1y Ek@pacis gikovog tijg ioTauévng
EumpooBev év t@ vad tiig bmepevAoynuévng @cotokov
tijc émovoualouévne Néa Ilepifrentog, KO1vds 6¢ po-
v} 100 Xapoiavitov tjtig éotiv. Eic 10 «Ti oot
rnpoocevéykouev, Xpiotén'6. Tlpékertar yid Epyo 10D
iepopovdyov Maxkapiov Makpiy 100 ~Acnpdepudog,
Onwg €de1Ee 6 H. Hunger, ypappévo o16 mp®dto picod
tod 150v ai.!”. Elval 8¢ dxkpifdc otiv Exepaocn Tfig
eikdvag ot} povr) tod Xapowavitov otrjv Kewvotavti-
voUToAn, 1 6noia elye idpubel katd 1d péoa tob 140v
ai.'®, 8mov 1 Epnpog meprypdeetan odv ypid okia yap
avtiv (tiv Epnpo) kai puon Kai Katioyvouévn Oci-
Kvwot ypaig'®, 6nog adty mapiotdvetar povo otV
Toryoypagia tig povic thc Blayépvac.

Z1ig elkovoypa@ikéc mapaliayég Tov TO ZTiynpo cuv-
déetar oteva pé ) F'évvnon 100 Xpiotod koi v
[Ipookbvnon t@v Mdyov. “H T'évvnon otig tovyo-
vpagieg tod Gradaé kai tod Bpovtoyiov oté Muotpd
nePLEYEL cuotatikd otoyeio 100 Etiynpod®. *Avri-
GTPOPa, 1) TOLXOYpa@ia Tod ZTixnpod Tiig Zita xpatsi
16 Bpayddeg tomio tiig Févvnong?! kai avtr tfc Ra-
vani¢a dniomnoiel pé ) otdon tiig [lavayiag kai Tod
Xprotod ) oyéon pé v [Ipookivnon td@v Mdaywv22.
To6 ovvdeopo pé ) I'évvnon deiyvouv émiong ot
oknvi tiic Brayépvag oi d0o mowpéveg pé v apgicon
kai T otdon toug?.

H napdotoon tfic “Aptag oxetiletar otrv gikovo-
YPAQIKT Kai cuvBeTik doun| NG MEPLOGOTEPO ME TiG
toryoypagieg tfig *Aypidag kai idiwg Tfig Occocalovi-
KNG. Ztic odolaoTIKOTEPEG drapopég Toug eivan 1) BEon
ot Blayépva tiig [Tavayiag pé 16 Xprotd o€ xkopu-
@aio onueio kai 1 COAANYN TAV popedv TG YNG Kai
Tfig £€prjpov, mov £8@® eivar 6pBiec. “H ovykpotnuévn
obvBeon Ti¢ okNViiG, T6 Xpdua, | ppovTida kai, dko-
pn, N ek{niInon t@v HOPPOAOYIKAYV Kai KOOUNTIKDV
AemTopepel®v elvar otd mvedpa TdvV ALV ToyOYpa-
PLdV 100 vapOnka. Ki £8@, o€ dvaroyia pé tig mpon-
YOUHEVEG TOlYOYpa@ieg TOD Kupiwg vaod, Omapyer 6

génionpog tévog kai 1 aicbnon pLag adiikfic Aapnpod-
mrag, mov B4 taipralav oté onovdaio EKKANGCLAGTIKS
pvnueio t@dv Kopvnvodovkdadwv deomotdv tiig “Ap-
Tac.

‘H 6éom t0od ZTixnpod 1dv Xpiotovyévvev oto vapin-
ka tfig Bhayxépvog dév elvar dbokoro vd EEnynOE,
Ao 16 idopero Ti oot mpooevéykwpev, Xplote yak-
Aetal xai ot yropt NG, oty Touvaén tiig Ocotdkov
tdv Bhayepvdv, mol yroptdletar otic 26 Aexepfpiov?s.
Aév gelvan mor¥ d0okolro va EEnynBel kai 1) avtiotoryia
ot Béom tov pé ™) Artaveia tiig eikovag Tiig “Odny1-
TpLog 616 voTo Gyidopa?. Kowd onueio dvagopdg
Toug elvan 16 peyareio kai 1 86&a tic [Mavayiag. “H
®eotoK0G d0EoNoYEITON OTN) Aaumpn) ATaveia TTig €1KO-
vag g mov ywvotav kdbe Tpitn otjv Keovotaviivou-
ToAN, vpvoroyeitar kai do€dletar o1d ZTiympd TdOV
Xprotovyévvov, o€ duecn dvagopd pé 16 Beperi®ddeg
d6ypa tii¢ " Evodpkmwong kol p’ Ekeivo tfic Abtpwong
oL EQEPE GTOV KOGHO 1 YEvvnon tob Xprotod. “lowg,
Kovtd of dAAa, va Ofipye Evag dkoun onpavtikdg Aod-
YOG Y14 TV mapdotacn Tod LTtiynpod of dvaroyia p’
gxeivn 1 Artaveiag, oL Spuwg 8év elval ebkolo vd
EnainOevBel onpepa pé ™ @OBopd TG TOoLYOYpOPiag.
Mmnopeil dnradri ol Beatég Tiig oknviig TOTE vd Avayvd-
plav otovg dedpevoug kdtw Pootreic, iepopévoug,
povayote kai GAAoug Tovg 8e6TOTES, TOVE KOPLPAIOLG
Tob igpateiov kai 16 dpyovtoArdn tig “Aptag, o Evav
ioTOpIkO cLYYpOVIGHS TG TEAETOLPYIKTIG OKMVTG,
mov 16 dvtioctolyd tov Eyxel Eémonpavbel otig Toyo-
ypagisc o0 EZtixnpod Tiig Zika2 kai tdv ‘Ayiov
> Atootélwv tiig Ocoocarovikng?’.

MYPTAAH AXEIMAETOY-ITIOTAMIANOY
Abrjva, 24-4-1987 '

12. Ch. Stephan, Ein byzantinisches Bildensemble, Die Mosaiken
und Fresken der Apostel-Kirche zu Thessaloniki, Baden-Baden 1986,
0. 227 x.t., elx. 55.

13. M. Kasanin - D. Bo§kovi¢ - P. Mijovi¢, Le monastére de
Zita, Histoire, Architecture, Peinture, Beograd 1969, o. 204, eik. o.
183 xai 185. Velmans, 6.n. (bnoonu. 9), o. 77, eik. 45.

14. Millet, Recherches, o. 165, gix. 121.

15. BA. ot6vidio 1épo "A. Kapakatodavn, Zyoiia of pid eikéva
00 ZTiynpod 1dv Xprotovyévvov, o. 93 k.E.

16. H. Hunger, Eine spitbyzantinische Bildbeschreibung der Geburt
Christi, Mit einem Exkurs tiber das Charsianites-Kloster in Konstan-
tinopel, JOBG VII (1958), c. 125 x.£.

17. "O.xn., o. 131 k.E.

18. "O.n., ©. 137.

19. “O.m., . 127.

20. Millet, Recherches, o. 163 k.£.

21. BA. bmoonp. 13.

22. Millet, 6.xn., o. 165, eik. 121.

23. BA. bmoonp. S.

24. BA. vmoony. 4.

25. BA. bmoonp. 2.

26. BA. bmoonp. 13.

27. Stephan, 8.n. (bnoonu. 12), c. 228 «.&.
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SUMMARY

THE INTERPRETATION OF A WALL-PAINTING IN VLACHERNA
MONASTERY NEAR ARTA

In the catholicon of the Byzantine monastery of
Vlacherna, in the village of the same name just outside
Arta, there is a partly-preserved wall-painting of the
Sticheron of Christmas, one of the earliest known
representations of the subject, in the northernmost of
the three apses in the west wall of the narthex. The
wall-paintings in the naos of the Vlacherna church are
dated to the middle of the thirteenth century and those
in the later narthex to the end of the same century.
That the subject of this wall-paintings is indeed the
Sticheron of Christmas, Ti oot npocevéykwuev, Xpiloté,
is beyond doubt: the identification is confirmed by
comparison of its surviving parts with other Palaeo-
logan representations of the scene. Inside the cave held
by the personification of the Earth is the only
inscription that is still legible, which is taken verbatim
from the relevant verse of the hymn: H 'H TO CIIH-
A(AION).

The earliest known representation of the Sticheron of
Christmas, depicted in accordance with the models of
imperial iconography, is a wall-painting in the Peri-
bleptos Church in Ohrid dated 1296, which is close to
the date of the Vlacherna wall-painting. Later examples
exist in other important monastic churches: the Holy
Apostles in Thessaloniki and the monasteries of Zita
and Ravanica. The positioning of all these thirteenth-
and fourteenth-century wall-paintings is similar, in that
they are all in the narthex or some other appendage to
the main body of the church, and all conspicuously
placed in a large lunette over the naos door or
elsewhere. For the rarer and perhaps later use of the
Sticheron in Byzantine icons there is written evidence to
be found in the ekphrasis of Makarios Makris, written
in the first half of the fifteenth century, which refers to
an icon in the Nea Peribleptos Church (the Monastery
of Charsianites), a mid-fourteenth century foundation
in Constantinople. Here the desert is described as an old
woman, just as it is represented in the Vlacherna wall-
painting but not in any of the others.

In all its iconographic variations the Sticheron is closely
associated with the Nativity and the Adoration of the
Magi. The Nativity scenes in the church at Grada¢ and
the Brontocheion at Mystras both contain elements
taken from the Sticheron. Conversely, in the depictions
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of the Sticheron, the shepherds at Vlacherna and the
rocky landscape at Zi¢a show a clear affinity with the
iconography of the Nativity, while the postures of the
Virgin and Child at Ravanica recall the Adoration of
the Magi.

In terms of its iconography and compositional scheme,
the Vlacherna wall-painting is most closely related to
those in Thessaloniki and Ohrid, especially the former.
Its composition, colour scheme and careful attention to
details of form and decoration give it an air of
formality, pomp and ceremony that is shared by all the
rest of the wall-paintings in the church and would have
been well suited to this important ecclesiastical
monument of the Comnenos Doukas dynasty which
ruled Epiros from its court at Arta.

The position of the illustration of the Sticheron in the
narthex of the catholicon of Vlacherna is easily
explained, since the Christmas hymn is also sung on the
patronal feast-day, the Synaxis of Our Lady of
Vlacherna, which falls on 26th December. Nor is it
difficult to explain why the Sticheron, in the north
lunette in the west wall of the narthex, is paired with the
historical scene in the south lunette, a unique pictorial
record of the procession of the icon of the Virgin
Hodegetria in Constantinople. The connecting link
between them is the majesty and glory of the Virgin. The
Mother of God was venerated in the solemn procession
of her icon, which took place every Tuesday in
Constantinople; and she is praised and glorified in the
Sticheron of Christmas, in the immediate context of the
fundamental dogma of the Incarnation and the
redemption of mankind through the Nativity. Quite
possibly there was another important reason, too, for
pairing the representation of the Sticheron with that of
the procession of the Hodegetria icon, though this can
hardly be confirmed now because of the damaged state
of the painting: it may be that in the devout figures of
the kings, priests, monks and others at the bottom of the
picture the members of the congregation would have
recognized the princes, church dignitaries and gentry of
Arta in historical updating of the scene, which is
paralleled in the Sticheron wall-paintings at Zi¢a and in

the Holy Apostles, Thessaloniki.
MYRTALI ACHIMASTOU-POTAMIANOU
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