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Xaparaprog Mmovpag
NEO ANATAY®O THX ANAAHYEQYX TOY AAEZEANAPOY

Zté *EBviké Movoeio Mecawovikiig Téxvng 11 Ko-
puvtodc éktiBetarl Eva povoiiBikd topmavo Shofov na-
paBipov!, d&1o tpocoyiic y1d tiv dvaylven napdcta-
on, 1 6moia 16 drakoopel. To dpyitekTovVIiKS AOTO pé-
Aog Exer yiver and nopddn doPectorBo kai Exel did-
petpo 103, Gyog 57 kai péyioto ndyoc 18 Ekatootdpe-
PA.

Té tounavo Exet cupPLeig Tovg do AoBovg Tob mapadi-
pov (drapétpouv 32,5 £k.), GAAG kai T4 Sro@pdypatd
TOVG, Td Omoia dtatpundvtal 4nd KukAikég Omég LIO-
doyfic baromvdkov, drapétpov 14,8 Ex. Ta 16Ea 1dV
dVo AoBdV kai o€ mAdtog 6,5 Tepinov EKATOCTAV GTO-
Alovtar pé Aotods kai dkavBoedij GvOiuia Evarrdt,
oy dvantbocovtat o6& AoEdtuntn datoun, pé Padd
Ad&evon tob mediov Kol oyeTIKA EMpeAnpévn TV Te-
xvikn (Eik. 1 xai 2).

*AvtiBétog, 6 kevipikd dvayivgo Bépua tolh Tupmdvou
anodidetar pé yovdpoedii v tEYVIKY, Eminedeg Tig
TAPLOTAVOUEVEG LOPPEG KAl KOPTR TG MEPLYPAUUATAL.
‘H xoatdotaomn datnprioedg tov givol GYETIKA KOAT|
napd tv pepikn Bpadon tov dpiotepd Kol TV AT®-
Aewa £vOg TufpaTog 100 GLEELODE dLaPPAYUATOC.

T6 &Eetaldpevo apyrtektovikd pélog dnpooieddnke
TPOCEATOC 0TOV ToALTEAT] Katdloyo? tiic EkBicemg
Oncavpdv anod v yopa tdV S AABavdv, ToL Tpaypa-
tomoiOnke £pétog oto Hildesheim. T6 oyetikd Afjppa
0D kataAdyou, TOL GUVOIEVETAL ATO EYYPOUN POTO-
ypagia, dnoypapetar Ond S.A., mbaviétata’ and tév
Skender Anamali, 6 6moiog Exet ovvtaetl 16 eicaywyt-
k6 ke@dAiaro? yid trv téyvn Tiig Moy fig otdv ido kotd-
Loyo. 16 Afjppa’ didetor | mAnpogopia 811 16 Ond
gEetaowy péhog mpoépyetar and TNV EkkAnoia tod
*Ayiov Nikordov tiig KotGpyravng, 1) 6moia cuvdéetal
pé v oikoyévelra t@v Balscha 1j Balsi¢ ano tov AOA®-
va. Aév dvayvopiletat Spwg t6 cLYKEKPIUEVO EIKOVO-
Ypa@ikd BEpa Tol dvayAveov tou Kai didetat | TAavn-
pévn eppnveia 6t adtd aneikovilel kamolov and v
olkoyévela 1@V KTNTOp®V 10D vaol. LTHV TPAyHATIKO-
™mrta o1é toumavo tob mapabbpov dmeikoviletar 1
dvodog tob Meydhov ~AreEGvdpou otolg odpavog,
gva Bépa yvwotd, yid 16 6moio Exouvv ypagsl moALGE.
O1 elkovoypa@ikég AETTOUEPELEG TO ATOJEIKVOOLV.

‘O Bootiidg mapovoidletat katevodmiov, Kabiopévog

o016 dppa Tov, TAALCLWVOREVOE GTo 600 Ypimeg, TOUg
omnoiovg Exet 1o LevEel of avtd. Dopel yauniod otép-
pa pé a8EELa kpepacpéve npenevooviia deid kai dpi-
otepd. Té otpoyyvrd tov npdowmno, ducavdroya peyd-
Ao, dév ooletan oé kaln katdotaon. Té dppa dnodi-
deTal TOAD CYNUOTIKA, UTPOCTA Op®G ol KVIjHEG TOD
Bacihid deiyvouv meloTikd 6Tt KaBetar otabepd mAve
tov. "Exatépwbev Dydvovtar td 400 kovtdpla pé 1d
dorodpata, td Omoio katd tov pvbo Ekavav td Spvea
(20 ypUmeg) va tetaovv mpdc TéV 00PaAvO CLUTAPACD-
povtag 16 dppa. Ol idiol ol ypOmeg mapioTdvoviatl cav
V4 K1vodvTol Tpog 16 pEcov, pué pkpd OEOANKTA OTEPA,
AMEIANTIKA VOY Lo OTA EUTPOC TOdLA, POVVTMTEG OVPEC
Kai a3é€a v dtdnhaocn TV Tiow AKPWV TOLC.

Aév Omapyet Aoimdv aueipoirio 6T1 fpLokoOpacte unpo-
OTa o€ €va akopa Topdderypa AvayAv@ov PE TO CYETL-
K& onavio Bépa tiig dvaljvewg tod " AieEavdpov. ‘H
CUVOTITIKY] TOU dNpoocigvon, 1] Stagopd Andyenv OF
npdC TV g povordynon’, 1] Tpoéhevct Tov, 6nwg Kai 1
g¢myepnBeioa drachvdeot) Tou pé tovg ~ArBavoig to-
ndpyec Tob 14ov aidva®, dnpiovpyel tiv dvaykn xkd-
TOlAG EPUNVELNG TOL 1] TOLAQYLOTOV EVOC TEPALTEP®
oYX OAaGpHOD TOv.

1. ME ap1Buo ebpetnpiov 5292.

2. Albanien. Schatze aus dem Land der Skipetaren, Mainz am Rhein,
1988.

3. Ta épyixa S.A. §év nepihapfdvovial 6TOV KATAAOYO TV CLYYPaA-
@Ewv mov mponyeital (o€ oghida ywpig apibunon) tob mpordyou,
S.m.

4. Skender Anamali, Die Albaner, Nachkommen der Illyrer, 6.7., ©.
148-155.

5. "O.n., 6. 460. " Ap1Buog kataroyou 379. Xwpig Biprioypaeia.

6. BL. H. J. Gleixner, Alexander der Grosse, RbK 1, 1963, ot. 96-99.
Z1nv Ekel Bifrioypagia propodv va npooteBobv: A. Grabar, Ima-
ges d’ascension d’Alexandre en Italie et en Russie, Xapiotriplov eig
*A. K. Ophavdov, A’, *ABfjvar 1965, o. 240-249, G. Dimitrokal-
les, Note sur l'ascension d’Alexandre en Italie, CahArch XVIII
(1967), o. 247-248 xai xvpiong C. Settis-Frugoni, Historia Alexan-
dri elevati per griphos ad aerem, Roma 1973. BA. éniong yprioiua
oyohia o160 Hans Belting, Eine Gruppe Konstantinopler-Reliefs
aus dem 11. Jahrhundert, Pantheon XXX, 4 (1972), c. 263-271, onu.
14-71, A. Grabar, Sculptures byzantines du Moyen Age, II, Paris
1976, o. 37 kai 75.

7. Kata tjv mivakida tod Movoeiov Koputodg 16 péhog elvat tob
11ov aidva. Kata tév S.A. (6.7, o. 460) tob 140v aidva.

8. "O.m., 0. 144 xai 460.
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‘H Kovpytavn Bpioketar otiv 6xOn pikpfic Aipvng,

nepimov 16 yihidpetpa avatorikd and 16 Diépt kai 23
ané v ~Anollovia. O vadg tod “Ayiov Nikordov
gival Yvootég and v dnpocicvon 1o Al. Meksi® 16
1974, 1 6moia cuvodedetat And AP Kol dkpiLPii oyé-
S tob pvnueiov kai Amo6 powtoypagisc. Emnpokeito
Y14 €va vaod Gyltopeltikod TOToL Tov HETETPANT Of Eva
e160¢ BaoctAikiic petd tHiv mtdom tod Tpovrov, Tdv H6-
Aov kai Tod tdve pépoug @V toiywv tov. To pvnueio
£yetl kT1o0el kupimg and mrivOovg otolg Toiyoug Tov
gyouvv évoopatwbel mokida spolia drapodpwv Enoydv
kai og tpdg adto Bupilet TV EKKANGIA THG YELTOVIKTG
> Arorhoviag!?. Zeipéc toEuiriov dnd mAhivBouc oto-
Ailouv 16 mdvew pépog T@V Syewv kai THV TpimAgupn
EEmTEPIKA KOYYM TOD iEpOD StapopP@OVOLY TVPAL Gy1-
dopata. “H éxkAnocia yevikd ypovoroyeitat otdév 140
aiovall.
To épdTnpa 16 6Moio TiBetar eival katd ntdéoov 16 TV-
pravo mapafbpov tod Movoeiov 11 Koputodg kata-
OKELACTNKE Yid TNV OULYKeKPuEvn EKKANGia ToD
“Ayiov NikoAdov 1j fTav Eva and 1d mohvapiBpa spo-
lia Tov v drakoopoboav o& dehTEPN Y PNOT. ZORPO-
va pé 1d oyéda!?, of 8bo Béceig elval Evowpatopéva
o716 pvnpueio dVo dkdpa dvdroyo Topmava SINOBoV Ta-
pabipov, Td dmoia Spwg dév tatpralovv pé 16 E€etalod-
pevo, yiati eivar onuavtikd peyalitepall. Avotuydidg
otv dnpocicvon 8év yivetar Aoyog yid 6 Vo ocuvln-
momn dpyrtektovikd pérog ovte yid v dropdkpuvom
Tov Gno TV EkkAnoia, elvar Spwg tpoeaveg Gti dév
Atav in situ. “H povadikn mbavr Béon 10d pérovg
otdv vao (v avijke mpdypatt o adtdv), ATOKAELOpNE-
vov @V Kepat@v'4, 8d fitav atov xapévo orjpepa tpov-
10, oi dractdoeig!’ Tob 6roiov B4 EnéTpenav icwg TV
gxel Evtatn toulS.

* Avalvovtog td ototyeia Tob bmd EEETaon apyLtekTo-
vikod péhovg Tob Movoeiov tiig Koputodg, napatnpod-
pe 8t ol Aowtoi mov Evarrldcoovtal pé dkavBoeldiy av-
Oéuia t@v 800 LoPdv Tou, dnoterodv Eva dtakoounti-
K6 Bépa moAd dradedopévo otrjv pecofulavtivy yAv-
Tk, LTV ido pariota v [pwtedovoa coloviat
1600 TpodIpHa oo kai Syipa mapadeiypotd Tov: GTHV
“Ayia Edenpuia!” tod 10ov ai., 616 kaborikd Tiig po-
vii¢ 1ob Iavtokpdtopog!® 1o 120v ai., GAAG xai 616
rnapekkAtiolo tig poviic i Xopac!®, dtakdora ypod-
via Gpydtepa. Ztijv “ EAAdda drdpyovv Emiong mtpoipa
napadeiypata 1od BEpatog, 6nwg otovg “Ayiovg TA-
vapyopoug tiic Kaotoprac? xai otiv IMavayia tod
“Oociov Aovkd?!. *Evdia@épov mapovcidlovv kai Gi-
Ae¢ mepintdoeic?? and v 6.

T6 avaylvgo tod *AleEdavdpov, 6nwg 176M onpeld®dn-
Ke, pé TV TEYVIKY TOD EmnedoyAvgov?, elvar adéEio
kai dreyvo. TIAAV Spwg, And mhevpdc eikovoypa@ikiig
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N mapdotaon eivat oAl kovtd otd Bulaviivd tpdtu-
na. O Booihidg dnekoviletal kotd npdocwnov 6TOV
dEova tod Epyouv? kai of dvo ypimec Bupilovv moAl
avéroya Bulavtiva mapadeiypota?.

Té €080 kai otevo otéppa tob ~AheEdvdpou pé td tpia
popoig Enaréewv koounuata eivat AnoAitong Spoto pé
£xeivo 100 avaylvgov 100 Movceiov OnBdv. Katd
0V "Ophdvéo 1 poper adt 100 OTERHATOC drotelel
caef Evdeibn npwipdtntac?’ tob Epyov. Td cuppetpt-
Kd dépata, téhog, elvar | kabiepopévn (dv kai dvtide-
™ mpdg OV pubo) idropopeio t@v PBulaviivdy napa-
derypdtov®,

‘H B8¢on t1ig dvarniyeng tob *AheEdvdpov of TopTavo

S1AéBov mapabBipov TEKUNPLOVETAL Yid TPHOTN QOpPd.

9. Du ndértime té tipit trekonkésh, Monumentet 7-8 (1974), o. 229-
243 (pé mepirnymn yahhioti, 0. 244-246). I'd tv dnokatdotocT To0
‘uvnueiov katd 16 1970 Br. Al. Meksi, Probleme dhe aspekte té
restaurimit té kishave Bizantine né Shqipéri, Monumentet 12 (1976),
c. 75-81 (pé mepiinyn yarhoti, o. 82-86).

10. Heide und Helmut Buschhausen, Die Marienkirche von
Apollonia in Albanien, Wien 1976, passim.

11. Meksi, 6.m., o. 236, 246.

12. BL. Meksi, Du ndértime..., 6.7, wiv. [a (dvatoriky] Syn) kot miv.
IIb (Bopera Syn).

13. Awapétpov 100 t0&0L Toug 1,30 p. xai 1,40 p. dvtiotoiyws.

14. Aedopévov 6Tl Of KOYYEQ TV YOpAOV &V EmTpENMOLY £30 THV
Onapén napabipwv.

15. “"Evog dktamhevpog EEmtepikd TpolA0g, HE £0MTEPLKT] SIAUETPO
3,40 . xai hoyikd ndyog toiyov 45 ék., 8a eixe mhevpa 1,78 p. Té
abTrVv avéteg Bd propoloe vd avoryfel napdbupo midatoug 1,04 p.
16. "Oy1 6pog kai tdv 600 dArov Mbivov S1AdBwv Tupndvev, yid td
onoia £ywve LOYOQ.

17.R. Naumann- H. Belting, Die Euphemia-Kirche im Hippodrom
zu Istanbul und ihre Fresken, Berlin 1966, c. 58-59, niv. 9 c, e, 10 a-e.
18. A. van Millingen, Byzantine Churches in Constantinople, Lon-
don 1912, miv. LX 2.

19. 3. Hjort, The Sculpture of Kariye Camii, DOP 33 (1979), eix. 27,
39, 40, 41, 61, 64, 65, 69-70.

20. "A. K. "Ophravdog, Ta Pulavtiva pvnpeia tig Kaotopudg,
ABME A’ (1938), c. 20, 21, eix. 12, 13.

21.A. Mrmovpa, "O yhurtdg dtdkoopog 1o vaod tii¢ [Mavayiag 616
povactipt tob “Ociov Aovkd, “ABnva 1980, o. 64, 65, eik. 92, 95,
174, 176.

22. "Onwg drapopwv yhuntdv petapeppivov otiv Bevetia. BA. H.
Buchwald, The Carved Stone Ornament of the High Middle Ages in
San Marco, JOB XIII (1964), o. 157, sik. 40-42.

23. Ankadn tol yvwotol og champlevé. Bh. kai tig mtapatnproeig
o0 S.A., 6.7,

24."A. K. Ophravdocg, Néov avaylvgov thi¢ Avainyewg tod ~Aie-
Eavdpov, EEDZITIA 1954-55, . 285.

25. TIpBh. A.yx. 16 avayrveo tiig Brayépvag "Aptng (CA. K. "Op-
rdavdog, ABME B’ (1936), c. 38, eix. 35) kai 11 Zapapivag Meo-
onviag (A. MrmotGpa, AXAE, nep. A 1. ©° (1977-79), o. 69, miv. 28,
eik. 21).

26. "A. K. "Ophravdog, I'tuntd tob Movoeiov Onpav, ABME E’
(1939-40), o. 134, gix. 17.

27. "A. K. "Opiravdog, Néov avaylvgov, 6.n. (bnoonu. 24), o.
287-289.

28. "O.m., ©. 285.
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| ,50

Eik. 1. Movogio Kopuvtods. Touravo SiAéfov mapabipov and triv Kobpyiavn ("Apib. Ebp. 5292).

Eix. 2. Movogio Koputodg. To tiumavo tod stAéfov mapabipov. “Yrobetikn dvarapdotaon.
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Nai pév eivar yvooto 61t 16 Bépa cvvdvaldtay ot £k-
kAnoieg pué néptec 1 napdbupa?®, § mepintwon Spog
elvar idrdlovoa. MovoiBika tounava StAoBov mapadi-
pov pé kdmotov didkocpo dév ftav dyvewoto oty Pu-
Cavtivy dpyrtektovikny 1dn and tév 100 i, drArd
£0 Eyope pid adtodvvaun dretkdvion Aakevpévn o1d
1810 16 OAkS Tfig Sopficd! pé driec mpobécelg. ~Apé-
ocwg Etol 10 mapddetyud pag ovoyetiletatr pé Ekeivo
tfig yertovikfic mpdg v Kovpyravn *Amorlwviag?,
gmiong povorBIKO, HE TV KaTEVOTLOV AvayAuen Topd-
otacrn toU Afovtog-  Acwtiov, 1| Omoia mpoPdiiet
o1év dEova tob mapabipov (Eik. 3). Té pvnueio €xet
xpovoroynOel otév 1103 A otig dpyéc 100 130v ai.
Kai 16 id16popeo Toumavo tob napabipov tov Exetl Ep-
pnvevbel otd mhaicla TOV «opuavIlk@Vy Emdpdoe-
0V33 oTig GPYITEKTOVIKEG TOL HOPPEC KAl KATOOKEVEC.
“Ola adtd 6dnyodv d’ £vég of pd oyXeTIKd TPpOIUN
xpovoroynon tod &Eetalopévou ApyLTEKTOVIKOD pE-
Aoug kai @’ ETEPOL GE pid GLoYETICT ToL pé 1€eg Kai
popeég toco tod Bulavtiov, 6o kai tfig dnévavtt ita-
MKTG pOHAVIKTIG APYLTEKTOVIKTG, ddveleg 4o 16 Bula-
vtio 1 6yt. Tob Bépatog ot ~AreEdvdpou Exope dvo
yvootd napadeiypata oty yettovikny ~Amovlia, oTig
pnTpomdérerd e’ £voc tob T Otpdvtol kai 4o’ £tépou
100 Bitonto?’, 1d 6mola paptupodv v diddoon tov o
neproyn g Itoriag® mov oyetildtav duécwg pé td
AnelpoTikd tapdiia, of SAeg oyeddv Tic ioTopikéc me-
pLédoug.

“H otvdeon? 1ob “Ayiov Nikoldov tiig Kobpytavng pé
TNV oikoyévela t@v Balsi¢ dnuiovpyel v Doy péwon
va peretnBel kol 6 £vieyOleEVO CUGYETIGHOD TOD LG
¢€étaom topndvov mapabipov pé TRV pecalwviky Té-
XVv1 Kai v apyltektovikn g ZepPioc.

[Mpdypoatt, 1 kaBorikn adt oikoyévelo edyevdv, mov
gpyotav and v Zetta, katélafe v meproyn) (1345)
014 mAaicta TG EMEKTATIKTG TOALTIKTG TOD oegpPikod
Baciieiov tod Trepdvov Ntovsdv kai dpydtepa dn-
plovpynoe v nyepovia tM¢ Valona-Canina, pé ké-
vIpo tov AdAdvat! 4o 16 1372 m¢ TV TeEMKN Katd-
Anwn and tovg Tovpkovg, t6 1417. “H oepPikn adtq
fyepovia tod dyipov 14ov ai. otév GABavikd ydpo*2,
npootty péom 1@V apyeiov?, elvar yvootd dt elye
orafikod yapoktnpa, ZépPouvg 6TOV SL0IKNTIKO unya-
viopo* kai dvtayoviotikéc oyéoeic Tpdg TV GABavi-
K1 Nyepovia tdv O6ma?s. Eival ebhoyn Lowndv 1 bno-
Beon 611 otijv Kovpyravn elyav pBdoer pé tovg Balsic
Kai ol 1déeg thg oegpPikfic apyltekTovikiic, N O6moia
té1e Bprokdtav of mApn Axpto.

Kat’ dpynv oty ZepPia kai 1ig Aapatikég AKTEG 06V
£yel Eémonpovlel, B¢ Tdpa TovAdyLoTOV, OUTE Eva TTa-
pAdetypa TG TOPACTACEWS TRG Avaryemg Tob ~Ale-
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Eavdpov, mapad 6 yeyovog 6Tt dEv Elelmay elkovoypa-
enuéva yerpoypagat’ pé 1év oYETIKO PHECAIOVIKO pi-
0o. TS Bépa gaivetar 6TL Tapépelve AvEKPETAAAELTO.

“H dadedopévn teyvikn tiig ABofoikiic otig EKkAn-

oieg TRg «oyoArfg» T1ig Packiog kai dpyotepa tod Mo-
paPa kai f popaviCovoa npdBeomn drakoopuoEMS JLE
TV Katepyaoia o0 avto@uolc LALKOD dopfig, Ekavav
Oyl ondvia tHv SLaKOCUNOT TUUTAVEOV SIAOBov Kal
TPIAOPoV tapabipwv pé dvaylugeg napactdoelg, TS
oTic moAD YvooTéic EkkAnoisg tfig Studenica®®, tijg De-
¢ani®, tod Kalenié®? kai direcd!. “H dpetnpia kai £30
elvat 1) popavikn dpytrektovikn ¢ ~ I[tariog mov elod-
yetal pECo TOV Tapailak®v doApuatik®v mélenv. Ol
TAPACTAGELG AVTEG dEV eivar BEPato GTL Exouvv Kamola
GUYKEKPLPEVT OpnokevTiky 1§ Kowvwviky onpacia’?
drapoponotodvtal Spwg and t6 EEgtaldpevo pvnpueio
Oyt povov w¢ mpodc 6 BEpa GAAG kai ®g Tpog TV Kak-
Aiteyvikn toug motdtnta’ oxeddv Gha avijkovv G {id
otuhoTiky Evotnta DynAfic teyvikiic, teheiong EEvn
npd¢ 16 adé€ro Epyo g Kovpyravng.

Ol drakoounoelg otd cVUELT TPdg Té TOPTAVO TOEQ
1®v hoPdVS? araviodv émiong o€ moAdd cepPikd ma-
padeiypata. Aév Exel Opmg moté Kaveig o€ avtég 10
Bépa TV AoTdy mov Evoridocovtat pé akovOoeld
avOépia, mapd v Hrapén molaotépov Pulaviivdv
napadetypdtov Tov oty edputepn meproxi. Ta 0é-
HOTO, QUTLKA 1| YEOUETPLKA, elval TAVTOTE SLAPOPETL-
KA.

Ol £vdeifeig Aomdv oepPikiic Kataywytig To0 Omo £E¢-
TAOT APYLTEKTOVIKOD HEAOVG eival pEAAOV GpVNTIKEG.
‘H mbavétata tpdipn ¥ povordynot tov elvat Eniong
gva coPapd Eunodio: oi Baldié?d dév Eykatactdbnkav
otV neproyn mpiv amod td péca ol 14ov ai. ~Avtibé-
e, N £@appoyn Tod aytopettikod TOMoL 6TOV vad ToD
“Ayiov Nikoidov Ppicketar of ocvvémeia mpdg Tig
TPOTIUT|OEL TOU yevikevovtal otV ZepPia katd v
Syun mepiodo, Kupiwg otig EkKANGcieg THG «oYOATCH
100 Mopdpa.

Té cvunépacpa mod TPOKLMTEL GO TA TPOTMYOUHEVA
gival 611 16 Topnavo tod tapabbpov mol Ektibetar ToO-
pa otdé Movoeio tiig Koputodg dév unopel va avriket
dpyavikd otijv yvoot ékkAnoia tiig Kobpylavng tod
14ov ai. "Towg vd xpnowponorinke o€ adTv G dev-
TEPT A PYION 1] V& TPoépyeTaL Amd KATOLN TAAALOTEPT)
@don thic ékkAnoiag, dv OmfipEe tétowa. [Ipdkettat yid
gva Epyo pé pikpég kaAliteyvikég agiooelg, 16 6moio
oLVOEETOL WG TPOG TOV drdkoopo Kai v eikovoypagia
pé v Bulavtivy té€xvn kai o¢ tpdg TV APYLTEKTOVL-
KN xprion f TV tex ViK1 pE Tig «popavikégy dopictmg
i8éec o0 téhoug Tob 120v 1] 0D 130V ai. Tfig dnévavtt
italikfg dxtiic. "lowg kdmolot Ba ERremav dxdun of
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XAPAAAMIIOZ MITOYPAZX

Ch. Bouras

A NEW RELIEF SCULPTURE
WITH THE ASCENSION OF ALEXANDER

The Corca Medieval Art Museum in Albania includes
a window tympanum carved in porous limestone. The
tympanum has recently been published. The figural re-
presentation on it is of special interest and deserves
further examination and commentary. In fact, this is a
new example of the well-known scene of the Ascension
of Alexander the Great to heaven.

According to the recent publication, this piece of archi-
tectural sculpture comes from the church of St. Nicholas
of Kurjan, which is connected with the powerful feudal
family of Balscha or Balsi¢. The church is known to
scholars (Al. Meksi, 1974); it seems that it has been
drastically restored, and that the tympanum under ex-
amination was not found in situ.

The decorative motif framing the two lobes of the tym-
panum, which consists of palmettes and lotus, is well
known in middle Byzantine art. The low-relief of Alex-
ander is also Byzantine from the point of view of icono-
graphy, but there is a lack of technical skill in the style
and technique. The use of figural representations on

282

window tympana is not familiar in Byzantine architec-
ture. We could nevertheless compare the tympanum of
Kurjan with another at the church of the Virgin in
neighbouring Apollonia (beginning of the 13th century),
a monument obviously influenced by contemporary
Italian architectural models.

The connection of the church of St. Nicholas with the
Serbian feudal family of Balsi¢ suggests that the archi-
tectural member under examination may also be related
to Serbian art and architecture of the period. But its
relatively early- date and other elements exclude this
possibility.

The tympanum seems to have been incorporated into
the church of Kurjan in second use, along with numer-
ous other spolia which decorate its walls. The relief of
Alexander is a local imitation of a Byzantine model, and
its use on the window tympanum is related to the cur-
rent “Romanesque” ideas on the other side of the Adri-
atic Sea.
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