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Maoapia ZxAafov-Mavpoerdn

[TAPATHPHZEIZ ZTIXZ ITAPAXTAZEIX THX ITAAKAX T. 95
TOY BYZANTINOY MOYZEIOY

Mapudpwn TAGKO TNG CLAAOYNHG TOV YALTTOV TOL
Bulavtivob Movoeiov pe apBpd Tagivopnong 95 kat
kataypaenc B.M. 134, draot. 87 x 84 x 10 ex., pépeL o€
Katakdpuen diataén 800 oknvég and Tov KUKAO NG
révvnong!. Endve odletatl pikpd tpurjpa, mbavog and
mv napdotacn g Puyrg otnv Aiyvnto, kdtw oAo-
KAnpn n napdotaocn T ['évvnong (Ewk. 1). H mhdka,
and va&lakd xovopOkokko pdppapo, idto pe tov ap-
YaiK®V Tov 70v Kot Tov 6oL atbva, Bpébnke otn Nd&o
«vtog vaidiov fpnuopévou (¢pnuokkAnoiog) Keipé-
vou Katd v Béotv Zaykpi tob drjpov Bifrov npdg 16
peonuBpivodutikév pEpog Tiig viioouvr, cOHQOVA HE
™V npdtn dnpocievon g to 1890 and tov Kovota-
viivo Aapipdin?. Etn devtepn dnpooicvon, to 1911,
and tov L. Brehier, n nAdka nepiiappfdvetat ota yAv-
nTd TG ZuAloyrig Tov Onoeiovd. Tufqua and tov lo-
oNf¢ NG Gvew oknvig, mov Aeinel ofjuepa, yvopilope
poévo amnd TN Qetoypagia TNg mMPMTING dnpoocitvong
(Ew. 2).

O1 800 oknvég ywpilovtar and v kKupatoetdn Ad&ev-
o™ TOL papPpHEPOL, TOL CYXNMHATI(EL Kal TO £€3aPOg TNG
TapdoTAcng TOv Gve TUNpatog. And tn oknvy avty
o®letar pépog and ™ poper tov lwone, ot otdon
UETOTIKY, HE TO apioTePd TOv MAdL GTACIHO KAl TO
de€16 ot eha@pd xkAion mpog ta aploTepd, KabBmg Kat
ta tédia Tov Gvou Tpog TNV idra katebBuvon. H oknvii
napiotdvel to ta&idt otn Bnbietp 1 T Puyn oy
Aiyunto. Tn debtepn dmoyn dikaldvel icwg TAGKaA TOL
130v cudva otov "Ayio Mdpko tng Bevetiag, mov me-
pthapfdver tn Ouyn kar ™ Févvnon oe 360 emineda,
4ve Kol KT avtioTolya, Kot SOV PE TNV dmoyn
tov O. Demus oavtiypd@el TaAoloypLoTlovVIKO TPATL-
mo, avdloyo pe NG mAdkag touv Bulavtivod Mov-
oeiov®.

H T'évvnon napiotdvetol 610 eAa@pd avdparo £da-
@o¢ mov oynpatiletar pe ™ AdEgvomn Tov popPHEpPOL
070 KAT® TUNHA TNG TAAKAG. ZTO KEVTPO, EMAVE GTNV
ynA1 edtvn, 10 Bpépog ecTapyavopévo, pe Ta dvo Lda
og ovppetpikt ddtaén de&id kot aprotepd. Tn Mt
oknvy TAaicidvouy dbo dévipa, avopora peTagd Toug,
HE TAOVO10 QUAADUATA KAl 1OYVPOVG KOPHOVG.

O ovvdvaopdg I'évvnong - Guyrig otnv Aiyvnto dev
anavtd Tov 40 kat tov So awdva’. H Tévvnon oto Aiyo

YVOOoTd tapadeiypata mapiotdvetal pe GAAEG OKNVEG,
and v [MoAawd kot v Kawvr Awabnkn, kvpiog pe
v [Ipookivnon tov Mdyov, oknviy doitepa aya-
1Y, pe OprapPikd yapaktipad. Tov 40 ardva n okn-
vil Tng Iévvnong napiotdvetal Kuping o€ KaAOppaTa,
capko@dynv. IIpdkettal yio cuvontiky mapdotacn,
xopig ™ popen g IMavayiag, pe to Xprotd ecnapya-
VOREVO OTN @ATVT Kat T dVo {da, oyK®dN Kot Toviopé-
va, 0Tn YVooTY| Toug Béomn.

T maAdtepeg mapactdoelg aviker n ['évvnon oe
KdAvppo capko@dyov tov 325 and ™ Poun, pe v
nopdotoact Pookol dinda otn @dtvn’.

1. K. Aapipding, 'Avaylvgov tiig I'evvijoemg 1od Xprotod, AE
1890, o. 19, miv. 3. L. Brehier, Etudes sur I'histoire de la sculpture
byzantine. Nouvelles archives des missions scientifiques, Nouvelle Sé-
rie, Fascicule 3, Paris 1911, 0. 91, niv. XXII.1. O i810g, La sculpture
iconographique dans les églises byzantines. Compte-rendu du premier
Congrés International des études byzantines, Bucarest 1924, 6. 67. T,
Zotnpiov, "0Odnydg 1od Bulaviivob Movogiov ABnvav, "Ev *Ab-
vaig 19312, 6. 36. J. Kollwitz, Ostromische Plastik der theodosiani-
schen Zeit, Berlin 1941, o. 184, niv. 54. K. Wessel, RbK, o. 637. G.
Schiller, Ikonographie der christlichen Kunst, Giittersloch 1966, I,
o. 70, 302, apiB. 150. P. Testini, Alle origini dell’iconografia di
Giuseppe di Nazareth, RACr 48 (1972), o. 309. A. [TdALag, H AB1-
va ota ypévia g petdfacng and v apyaia Aatpeia otn ypLoTIO-
vikr, EEOZITA KH ', Tiuntikd agiépopa otov B. A. Aevtdaxn, AB1-
vat 1989, o. 892,

2. Aapipding, 6.1

3. Brehier, 6.7.

4. 0. Demus, The Church of San Marco in Venice, Washington 1960,
o. 174, ewx. 61. [TaharoyproTiavikd npdTumo avirypd@et eniong kat
pia mAdxa tov 13ov aidva and tn Bevetia pe tn Puyr| otnv Aiyunto,
napdotacn avaloyn pe to colépevo tufjpa tng avrictoryng okn-
viig otV nAdka tov Bulavtivob Movoceiov. BA. W. F. Volbach,
Mittelalterliche Bildwerke aus Italien und Byzanz, Berlin - Leipzig
19302, ©. 46, ap1f. 6364.

5. H T'évvnon xat n Puyr) oty Aiyunto napiotdvovral otn pecaia
{dvn gyxolmiov tov 6ov atdva and ta ‘Adava, mov Bpicketar oTO
Apyatoroyikd Movoceio t™g Kovotavtivovmoing. A. Grabar,
L’empereur dans I’art byzantin, Paris 1936, o. 236. D. Talbot Rice,
Art byzantin, Paris 1959, eix. 66.

6. A. Grabar, Christian Iconography, Princeton 1968, o. 12. K.
Weitzmann, Age of Spirituality, Late Antique and Early Christian
Art, Third to Seventh Century, Catalogue of the Exhibition at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, November 19, 1977 - February 12,
1978, New York 1979, c. 466, apif. 417.

7. Schiller, é.n., 0. 70, o. 300, ap6. 145.
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e kdlvppa copko@dyov and to Movoeio Pio Cristia-
no tov Batikavov, ypovoroynuévng oto devtepo tpito
oL 4ov awdva, g I'évvnong nponyeitar n IIpookv-
vnon tov Mdyov kair akohovBolv didgopa Bépata, o
Aoviih 610 AAKKO TV AEOVTMV, YUVALKEIX HOPOT], O
TOALOTAAGLACUAG TOV GPTOV, EVO Qoivikeg daywpi-
Louv 11 oxnvécd. Te oplopéveg capko@dyouvg Tov 40u
atdva 1 IF'évvnon ovvumdpyer pe tnv Ilpookidvnon
Tov Mdyov og cuveyopevn mapdotact, OTwg oTo Kd-
Avppa capkogdyov and to Kowuntipro tov Batika-
voY, Tov TPOTOL TpiTov ToL 4ov atdva’, 6To KEALHpaA
¢ capkogdyov Twv Adedpwv oto E6vikd Movoeio
tov Zupakovs®v!? tov 340, o capko@dyo and tn Pd-
un, Tov tehevtaiov TpiTov Tov 4ov awdvall, oe capkoPd-
YO TOUL TP®TOL HicoL Tov 40v at., 6To Movoeio Tov
Aatepavot 2, TTig napandve napactdoelg n ¢aTvn &i-
vol TAEKTY] Kot elkoviletal kdtw and oT€yaoTpo.
ZTNV AETOUATIKT OTEVT] TAELPA TOL KAAVUUATOG Cap-
Ko@dyov and tov "Ayio AuBpdoio tov Mirdvov, tov
télovg Tov 4ov awdva, N mapdotacn g évvnong
npocapudleTal oTov IPLyevikS Y dpo Tov aetd®patog!3.
To Xpotd oe K10t ATV mAaicidvovy de€id kat
apiotepd ta dvo {oa, peydia Kat poparia, oe TAGYLA
oTdomn, VO T Kevd oTIG 800 YOVieg TOL QETONATOG
KAaAOTTOUV TOLALA Kot KaAdOa pe Kapmovg. Ze TAgvpd
capKOPAEYoL TOoL TEAELTALOL TPiTOL TOL 40V AL®VA, 0TS
10 Middvo, n T'évvnon napiotdvetor pe dAreg okn-
vég. H ynAn @dtvn xaiOntetal and kKifdpro otnpry-
pévo ot kioveg pe kopivBiakd kiovékpaval4 (Ewk. 3).
Zxnvég g I'évvnong mapiotdvoviar kot o€ ereQa-
VT0OoTd. Ze TAOKiISIO TOV apy®dV Tov S50V aldvVa, GTO
Apyaroroyikd Movoeio tov Nivernais oto Nevers,
anodidetar o cuvonTikdg TOnog Tng I'évvnong pe tov
eonapyavopévo Xpiotd oe ynir Kot CUUTOYT KTLOTH
@atvn kot ta dYo Lda, evd de€1d akorovBei n ITpookv-
vnon tov Mdéyev! (Ewk. 4). Avdhoyn mapdotacn tng
Iévvnong vndpyetr oe ehe@oviootélvn TAGKA KAAUW-
patog gvayyeliov Tov dedtepov pigol tov Sov atdvals,
oe mu&ida Tov 6ov ardva!? x.a. T tpoavapepbeiceg
T'evvrioelg n onapydveon tov Xpiotol yivetatl pe v
nepttoAEn tng tawviag oe mapdAinieg Bécerg. Ttn
I'évwnon g mhdkag touv Bulavtivov Movoeiov o
Xplotdg eivar eonapyavopévog pe tatvia tov SMimi®-
veTal Y1aoti, HE TPOTO MOV GLVAVTOVHUE TOV S50 Katl ToV
60 awdva oe mapactdoelg tng 'évvnong kar g
"Eyepong tov Aaldpov oe elepaviootdl!d, O timog
emProver otig Fevviioeig tou 11ov kot Tov 120v adva.
Ztnv nAdka Tov Bulavtivov Movogiov o Xpiotdg €1-
koviletar oe ynin tpanefoedy @drvn, mov drako-
opeitor pe tarvia and mhivloug, opt{dvrieg otnv KAivn
Kal KatakOpu@eg oto d00 avépola tédia-oTnpiypata.
AwdBeon mpoomTiktg anddoomng tov Pdbovg drakpive-
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Eiwx. 1. I[TAdaka T. 95 tov Bulavrivov Movaeiov.
Eiwx. 2. ITAdxa T. 95 (AE 1890, pwt. K. Aauipdin).
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Tal oTIg oTeVEG TAELPEG Tov opBoywviov NG, Kupiwg
¢ de€Ldg mAevpdc, mov moaplotdveTol Aoéd mpog Ta
avo, oxnuatilovtag £pELCHA YLO TO TPOCKEPAAALO.
Ta dévipa mov mhawoidvouv tn 'évvnon dev eivar
opota. ZTig 800 mpmdTEG dNMOCLEVOELG EMIYELPTIONKE
TaVTLOT] TOVG, TOL OPLOTEPOL HE KOVOPOPO 1 QOoiviKa,
Tov de€Lob pe dpu, eMd 1) TAdTavo.

H tadtion tov apiotepol dEVIPoOL pe KOVOQOPO Kal
Oyt poivika @aivetar mepiocdTepo 1kavomointiky. O
QOiViKOG OTIS TMOPACTACEL; CAPKOPAY®Y 0modobnke
pe peydio moAvAoBa @OAAa ot pumidmtr Sidtagm.
AvtiBeta, o @OALOpA TOL apLoTEPOD dEVIPOL TNG TAG-
kag T. 95 anoddbnke pe cuvontikd KOVIKG oxpata,
mov Qépouv TapdAinieg eyyxopdlelg, TG YAPAKTINPL-
oTikég Y Kovopdpa Berdveg Kal GTO EMAVE TUMHQ
TOUG PLTPOUEVOLG PEYAAOLG KOPTOVS, T KOLKOULVA-
pia.

Kovogdpa dévipa pag eival yvootd and ta avaylvea
tng Villa Albani otn Poun, agiepopéva otn Aatpeia
¢ KuBéing, xpovoroynuéva oto £€tog 295'9, kabdg
emMiong KAt and capkoPdyovg, OMwg amd o OTTIKN
capKoOPAyo popaikdV xpdvov oto Movoegio touv Aov-
Bpov, tov TpdTov pisod Tov 3ov atdval, Tn capKoPa-
YO LE MOLHEVIKT] TOPAOTACT TOL TEAOLG TOL 30L - ap-
Y ®V TOL 40V aLdVa, ATS VEKPOTOATN KovTtd atn Poun?!,
k.. Ta kovoedpa oTa pun xPLOTIAVIKA Epya Y PTOLHO-
moubnkav pe T onpoacio g dratdviong tng Lwrng
kat ¢ aBavaociag. Me v idia mpogavog onpacia
népacav oto eAdyloTa cwlOpeEva TalaloyPLoTIAVIKG
napadeiypata. e nTAGKQ TOV 0pyX®V TOL Sov adva,
dyvowotng xprong, mov Bpioketal oto ApPYLETLOKOTL-
K6 Movoeio tng Asvkooiag, Tpia kovo@dpa pe yniod-
1EPO 10 pecaio eikovifovral kdtw and ayida?? (Eik. 5).
AVo peydra kovo@dpa SEVTPO TAALOLOVOLY ETLONG TO
AoviiA 610 AdKKO TV AEOVTOV O€ YNeLdwtd Tov 60V
awdva oto Zeaf tng Bépelag Agpuixnig?.

To 8e€16 dévtpo tng mAdkag el yovipd Kopud Kat
KAddoug pe mAovolo pUAL®pa. ATd ta @UAAA TOL, TOV
daypdovrtal TAaTId pE X PTION TPLTAVIOD OE TECTEPQ
onpueia, Oa propovoe va OTOKAELGTEL ) TOVTLOT] TOVL UE
dpv kot eALd alAd Kot pe TAGTAVO, Yia TRV TUYOV CLp-
BoAkn onupacia Tov onoiov dev £YOpE TANPOPOPIEC.
Oa pnopovoe GPMG VO TAVTIOTEL HE OYNHATIKY] Tapd-
oTAoN AUTEAOL AAAG KOl CUKNG, AV Ta UALL TOL CL-
YKp1BoUV pE Ta UAAQ TOL SEVTPOL TOV TPWTOTALCTOV,
OMMOG MAPLOTAVETOL OTL COPKOPAYOLG TOL 40V aL®-
va24, H duneloc ek@pdlel tnv avBpdmivn @von tov
Xplotov, cOUPVA PE TNV EPUNVEIR TOL WaApo 84, 12
gputevln év tij yij iva éxkpilwbi 1) S1a tov "Adau yevo-
HEVN Katdpa... avételdev ék TTi¢ yTi¢ 1) dumeAdog 1) dAn-
Ouwvij, iva TAnpwOi 1o eipnuévov®. Tto Mebbdio drafd-
Cope: kai ta tékva Tidv yaipete kai edppaivecOe éni

Kupig O budv, 61611 Edwkev duiv Ppdoty gig dikaio-
ovvnv dunelov kai ovkijv 6évépa, kapmovs €ic Oi-
kaioovvnv flactijcavra toic tékvoig tii¢ vonti¢ Zi-
v, tac Eumpoobev vouobeciac kaidv, & pera tnv
évavlpannorv éxapropdpnoav tod Adyov.

Iy ene€epyacia Tng TAdkag N dtadoyr TOV oKNVOV
dev amavtdrtal pe tov idro Tpdmo, dnwg ot £pya Tov 40V
Kat Tov Sov atdva. L’ avtd ot oknvég mapatifevial n
pio HETA TNV GAAM Yopig daywploTikd 1| pE dEvipa
avdpeod tovg. Ztnv mAdka nov e&etdalope o1 dVo ENAA-
Anieg oknvég draympilovtal, pe ™ dnuiovpyia £€ep-
yYou Kat eha@pd avopalov eddeouvg, ot 800 emineda.
X’ avtd tov 1pdmo enefepyaciog drakpivel kaveig Tnv
emidpaon £pywv tng apxodTnTag Kot tn oyéomn Tov
YAOTTN pe avtd. [TAdkeg pe mapactdoelg o drapope-
TIKG emineda, Omwg N Yvwotr TAdka pe TNV anobiwon

8. Schiller, 6.1, 6. 70, 301, ap16. 147. F. W. Deichmann, Reperto-
rium der christlich-antiken Sarkophage. Rom und Ostia, I, Wiesbaden
1967 (oto €&1ig Repertorium), o. 89, miv. 32, ap1f. 135.

9. Schiller, 8.n., ap16. 146. Deichmann, Repertorium, o. 24, ap1f.
28, 28c.

10. Schiller, é.n., . 341, ap16. 248. W. F. Volbach -M. Hirmer,
Frithchristliche Kunst, Miinchen 1958, eix. 37.

11. Bpébnke kovtd otnv ekkAnoia tov Ayiov Zefaoctiavol otn Via
Appia tng Poung. Deichmann, Repertorium, c. 376, miv. 144, apf.
907.

12. Schiller, 6.n., . 343, ap1B. 254.

13. Volbach - Hirmer, é.n., eik. 46. Schiller, 6.n., . 300, k.
143.

14. B. Brenk, Spitantike und frithes Christentum. Propylden Kunst-
geschichte, 1980, k. 80.

15. V. H. Elbern, Die Fragmente eines friihchristlichen Elfenbein-
werkes. Diptychon oder Kistchen? Festschrift fiir Karl Hermann
Usener, Marburg an der Lahn 1967, o. 1 x.€., e1k. 4.

16. P. Metz, Elfenbein der Spitantike, Miinchen 1962, g1x. 22.

17. Weitzmann, 6.x., ap1f. 447.

18. J. Beckwith, Early Christian and Byzantine Art, London 1970,
ewk. 38. W. F. Volbach, Elfenbeinarbeiten der Spédtantike und des
frithen Mittelalters, Mainz am Rhein 1976, niv. 67, ap18. 127, miv. 68,
apB. 131. Zyetikd pe 1o ovpuforiopd g onapydveong Pr. Xp.
MnaAitoyidvvn, [MTaparriayny tng [Tavayiag tov [TdOovg ot e1kdva
and Tov kOkAo tov Avdpéov Pitlov, Tépog otn pviiun g Aackapi-
vag Mnovpa (v extomwon).

19. H. P. L’Orange-A. von Gerkan, Der spitantike Bildschmuck
des Konstantinsbogens, Berlin 1939, o. 209, k. 27, 28.

20. F. Baratte-C. Metzger, Catalogue des sarcophages en pierre
d’époques romaine et paléochrétienne, Paris 1985, o. 269, api8. 175.
21. Deichmann, 6.n., ap16. 1038. Brenk, é.x., eik. 69. I'a t0 cLp-
BoAiopd tov kwvoedpov BA. E. Urech, Dictionnaire des symboles
chrétiens, Neuchatel 1972, . 151.

22. A. H. S. Megaw, Byzantine Architecture and Decoration in Cy-
prus: Metropolitan or Provincial?, DOP 28 (1974), c. 69, eix. 11.
23. A. Toynbee, The Crucible of Christianity, London 1969, c. 292.
24. H. Peirce - R. Tyler, L’art byzantin, Paris 1932, I, eix. 78b.
Volbach-Hirmer, 6.7, €1x. 43.

25. G. W. H. Lampe, A Patristic Greek Lexicon, London 1972, c. 91.
26. PG 18, 201 A, C.
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s

Eix. 3. Zapxopdyos tov Middvouv. Aenrouépeia (Brenk, pA.  Eix. 4. ITAaxidio and edepavrootd ue ™ I'évvnon kat tnv
vroonu. 15). Ilpooxvvnon twv Mdywv (V. H. Elbern, BA. vmoonu. 14).
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Tov Opnpov, Tov Téhoug tov 20v atdva 1. X.27, aArd kot
nmAdkeg pe pbpaikéc tapactdoelc?®, anotélecay icwng
T0 MPOTLTO Yia TN dnuiovpyia tov €dd@oug Twv dvo
oKNVAV, EAAPPA avoporov, dtog Ba taipiale oe okn-
VEG OV EKTLAICCOVTOL 6TO UTaBpo. Toug Y MOPOLG TOL
dnuovpynBnkav and ™ Ad€evon Tov pappdpov ot
oknVég anoddbnkav ehevbepa, ywpic Ta StaKooUNTIKA
niaiowa mov cvvnBilovtov oe mAdkeC pe okNVES and
v [Maiowd kar tnv Kawvr) AwaBrikn, tov Sov kuping
atdva?®, O yAOTTNG TPOCEPUOCE TN GATVT OTIC AVH-
paiieg Tov edd@oug, kataokevalovtog To aploTeEPO To-
St Bpaybtepo and 1o 3e€L0, TOVIoE TO PpayddEg TOMio
nave and ta {®a kat To puotkd meptpdAiov pe v
TOPACTOOT TOV BEVIPOV.

H enidpaon tov apyoiov npotdinmv dtakpiveTal Kot o
dAia onpeia. H gdtvn Bupiler ta tpanélia oto cupno-
ola kat ota vekpodeinval. Ané toug yprotiavoig Tov
TPOTOV CLOVOV N @ATVN TaLTioTnKE pe TNV tpdnela
Kupiov, 6nwg ovopdotnke 10 yprotiavikd Buciacti-
p1o?!) kat pe avty ™ onpacio Bo pnopovce va epun-
vevBei n mapovcia tov Kifwpiov Tdve and ™ edaTvn
o1tn capko@dyo tov Mikdvou3? (Ewk. 3). "AAAwote, 1
AEEN @ATVY OTNjHOLVE OE OPLOPEVEG TEPLTTOCELS TNV
tpanela?’. Tta Fragmenta tov Evpinidn avagépetat
viv &’ 1jv tig oikwv mAovoiav Eyn edtvnv Tp@dTOog Yé-
ypantar t1dv T dustvévov kpartei... 3. Me ) onpacia
¢ tpanelag avagépetal n eatvn Kot ota AeEikd Tov
Hovyiov kot Zovidas.

Eix. 5. [TAdxa pe rapdoraon kovopdpwv (A. H. S. Megaw,
BA. vroonu. 22).

Ze apyaio mpdTLTO OQEIAETAL KOL O TPOMOG HE TOV
onoio anodidovtar ta {da g 'évvnong. Ta kepdiia
Toug eivar dwoitepa £Egpya. AvtiBeta, TO COMA TOLG
anodidetat og xaunro avaylveo aird pe tAacTikdTn-
ta, vote va Eexmpilel de€id o Boug, aprotepd o 6vog.
KaBdg mapiotdvoviar oe mAdyia otdomn, TUHHO TOL
KOpHOU TOug aAAd Kal Ta oI TOVG, AV KOl TapaAEi-
TOVTALl, LTOVOOVVTAL TioW ATO TN PATVN KAl TOVG KOp-
potg tov dévipav. IIpodkettat yia a@aipeTiky avtiin-
Y1 TOL CLUVAVTAGUE OE U1 YPLOTIAVIKE YALTTd, dmwg
otV avaylven tapdotact tov Aia Aoiynvol o€ TAd-
ka Tov 3ov p.X. aidva, 6mov ot innot Twv AlockKovpmV
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE DEPICTIONS ON PLAQUE T. 95
IN THE BYZANTINE MUSEUM

Depicted on the plaque T. 95 (originally from Naxos)
in the sculpture and relief collection of the Byzantine
Museum are two vertically arranged scenes from the
Nativity cycle (Fig. 1). The small section preserved
above may be part of a depiction of the Flight into
Egypt, while the whole depiction of the Nativity is pre-
served bellow.

The combination of the Nativity and the Flight into
Egypt is not found in sculptural works of the fourth and
fifth century. In extant works of the fourth century,
mostly sarcophagus lids, as well as in fifth-century ivo-
ries, the Nativity is accompanied by scenes from the Old
and New Testament, most particularly by the Adoration
of the Magi.

The depiction of the Nativity on the Byzantine Museum
plaque constitutes the oldest known example in the east.
This simple, uncluttered scene represents the Christ
Child in swaddling clothes in a raised trapezoidal crib
with the two animals bending over Him. The Virgin is
not shown. Two dissimilar trees flank the scene. On the
left is a conifer, also found in plaques of the third cen-
tury dedicated to the worship of Cybele and on sarco-
phagi of the same period where it symbolises eternal life
after death. There are very few examples of conifers in
Christian works, and these probably have the same
symbolical significance. The tree to the right, with large
drilled leaves and bearing an unidentifiable fruit, re-
sembles (along with the conifer) a sarcophagus relief
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with a pastoral scene from the late third or early fourth
century. The leaves may indicate that a vine is shown
here, thus symbolising the human nature of Christ; it
may likewise depict a fig-tree.

The carver of plaque T. 95 followed ancient models. The
articulation of the scenes through the creation of slight-
ly uneven surfaces is encountered in non-Christian
sculptures such as the plaque from the end of the second
century B.C. with the Apotheosis of Homer, now in the
British Museum. Furthermore, while the abstract nature
of the rendition of the animals with their protruding
heads and their bodies in low relief is reminiscent of the
manner in which the horses of the Dioscuri are shown in
the depiction of Zeus Dolichenus from the third century
A.D. Also, the raised trapezoidal crib can be compared
to the tables in depictions of symposia and funerary
feasts. The crib, which in certain instances is symbolic of
an altar, has been identified with the ‘“altar of the
Lord”, as the Christian altar-table came to be known.
The simplicity of the depiction, a common feature of
fourth century depictions of the Nativity, the air of An-
tiquity apparent in the articulation of the scenes, the
rendition of the piecemeal elements, the absence of de-
corative borders (characteristic of representational
plaques from chiefly the fifth century), as well as the
drapery of Joseph’s chiton in the upper scene, lead to a
dating of the plaque to c. 400.


http://www.tcpdf.org

