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Anastasia G. Yangaki

IMMURED VESSELS IN CHURCHES ON CRETE:
PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS ON MATERIAL FROM
THE PREFECTURE OF RETHYMNON*

2N ueAétn mapovordlovial oL TEOXATAQUTIXES TAOA-
TNONOELS TOU TEONABQY atO TN UEAETN TWV EVTOLYLOUE-
vov ayysiowv o vaotc tov Nouot PsOvuvov (Kontn).
T'ivetou avagpood otis mepLoxes tov NouovU 0TS OTOIES
1 TOUXTLXY] EVTOLYLOUOU NTAV TEQLOOOTEQO SLadedOuUE-
vn, oIS Paoixés wopopés diatalns twv ayyeimwv oTovs
eEMTEQLXOUS TOLYOUS TWV VAWMV XL OTLS TOLXIAES XATY-
YOQIES EQUALMUEVWV QYYELWY TOV EXOVV EVTOLYLOTEL OE
aUTOUG.

In the territories of what is now Greece, the exterior
walls of an important number of churches from the mid-
and late Byzantine periods are decorated with immured

A€Eerg nherdrd
Bevetiun mepiodog, Kontn, eviouyouéva ayyeio/bacini, Noudg
PeBvpuvov.

* Associate Researcher, Institute of Historical Research, National
Hellenic Research Foundation, Vass. Constantinou Av. 48, 116 35
Athens Greece (yangaki@eie.gr). A summarized version of this arti
cle was presented at the 11th International Cretological Congress
held in Rethymnon on October 21 27, 2011. All photos are of the au
thor, unless indicated otherwise.

I For a first cataloguing of these monuments: K. Tsouris, O xgoa-
HOTAQOTIXOS OLdXOOUOS TMV VOTEQOPVLAVTIVDV UVNUElWY THS
Pooerodvtixilc ‘EAAdSog, PhD, Kavala 1988, 113 116, pl. 3; id.,
“Glazed Bowls in the Late Byzantine Churches of North Western
Greece,” Archeologia Medievale 23 (1996), 620 621.

2G. Millet, L’école grecque dans Parchitecture byzantine, Paris 1916,
283, fig. 106, 118; A. Grabar, Recherches sur les influences orientales
dans lart balkanique, Paris 1928, 37; G. A. Sotiriou, Xoiottavixn
xal Puviavnivi a@oyatoroyia, vol. 1, Xoiotiavixa xowuntioLd,
ExxAnoiwaotixn coyitextovixn, Athens 1942, 411; Ch. Bouras,
Bulavtiva otavpobolia ug vevodoeis, Athens 1965, 73, note 318;
G. Nikolakopoulos, Evtouytouéva xeoaueixa otic SYes tov ue-
oalwvix@v xal émxt Tovoxoxpatias éxxinoidv uag, vol. L. Eioo-
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The article presents the preliminary observations deriving
from the study of immured vessels in churches of the Pre-
fecture of Rethymnon (Crete). Mention is made of the
areas where this practice finds its largest diffusion, of the
main forms of distribution of the vessels on the facades of
churches, of the different categories of glazed wares used
as bacini.

vessels,! the so-called bacini, and their study has already
attracted the interest of a number of scholars.? In Ttaly,
too, numerous studies are devoted to the study of bacini.3

Keywords
Venetian period, Crete, immured vessels/bacini, Prefecture of
Rethymnon.

ywyn, vol. IL. T xepaueixa 1@v Ayiwv Osodbpwv, Athens 1978;
id., EVTO(Louévo »e0aueLxd 0Tl OYELS TOV UECALWVIXDV XAl ETTL
Tovoxoxoatiag éxxinoldv uag, vol. IV. Ta xepoaueitxa 1ot Kabo-
Mxo® tiig Iavayias Paveowuévng ijs Zaiauivog, Athens 1980; G.
M. Velenis, Eounveia tov eEmteoixot dtaxoouov oty Bvlavrivi
apyitextovixy, PhD, Thessalonike 1984, 194, 195, note 1, 267, 270;
Tsouris, O xeoauomAootinos Stdxoouog, op.cit., 95 116, 182, pl. 3;
Ch. Bouras, Totogia ti)s Aoyitextovixils, AeUTEQOS TOUOS, AQ)t-
textovixn 010 Buldvrio, 10 ToAdu xai v Avtixn Evodnn xatd
t0v Meoaiwva, Athens 1994, 230; Tsouris, “Glazed Bowls,” op.cit.,
603 624; N. B. Drandakis, “Enueudogig ®voimg yuo thv touodouio
xol Ty deyrtertovirl] Pulavivdv vadv g Méoa Mdvng,”
AaxZmovd 15(2000), 281 315.

3 There are numerous related studies. Illustrative examples would in

clude: G. Berti L. Tongiorgi, I bacini ceramici medievali delle chiese
di Pisa, Roma 1981; G. Berti E. Tongiorgi, “Per lo studio dei bacini
delle chiese di Pisa: Rassegna di recenti contributi alla storia della ce

ramica,” Le ceramiche medievali delle chiese di Pisa. Contributo per
una migliore comprensione delle loro caratteristiche del loro signi-
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These studies have brought to light a lot of information on
the history of the monuments in question and the areas in
which they are located. They have also added to our
knowledge of Mediaeval glazed pottery, thus proving the
importance of research of this kind.

Turning to the churches on Crete, although a few re-
searchers, first among them G. Gerola,* had already by the
early 20th century noted the existence of immured vessels
in a number of the island’s churches, a systematic and
thorough survey had yet to be made. An initial, more sys-
tematic cataloguing? of those Cretan churches whose dec-
oration includes immured vessels reveals that the practice
was especially widespread on the island during the period
of Venetian rule. This led to the collaboration of the Insti-
tute of Historical Research of the National Hellenic Re-
search Foundation with the 28th and the 13th Ephorates
of Byzantine Antiquities on the task of recording the rele-
vant data.®

The research programme initially focused on the Prefec-
ture of Rethymnon. References in the current scholarship
to churches with this form of decoration were combined
with an examination of the photographic archive of the
28th Ephorate of Byzantine Antiquities and with system-
atic on-site research carried out by the author in collabo-
ration with colleagues from the Ephorate. As a result, 74

ficato quale documento di storia, Pisa 1983, 37 79; G. Berti, “Bacini
ceramici e strutture architettoniche medievali. Considerazioni
basate su una ricerca in Toscana,” Atti del I Colloquio Hispano-ital-
iano di archeologia medievale (Granada, Aprile 1990), Granada
1992, 133 172; G. Berti  S. Gelichi, “La ceramica bizantina nelle ar
chitetture dell’Italia Medievale,” La ceramica nel mondo Bizantino
tra X e XV secolo e i suoi rapporti con 'ltalia (ed. S. Gelichi), Firen
ze 1993, 173 174; Atti. XX VI Convegno Internazionale della Ce-
ramica, “I Bacini murati medievali. Problemi e stato della ricerca”
(Albisola, 28 30 maggio 1993), Firenze 1996.

4 G. Gerola, Monumenti Veneti nell'Isola di Creta, vol. 2, Venezia
1908, 254 255, note 1; G. Gerola, Bevetixa Mvnueia tiig Konjtng
(ExxAnoieg) (transl. S. G. Spanakis), Crete 1993, 254 255, note 479.
Other researchers who mention the existence of bacini include: K. E.
Lassithiotakis, “Kvptooyotvieg TUmoL xolotiovi®dy vamdy Gmxd to
120 aigva zol évtetBev othy dvtxy) Koit,” Hoaxtixd 100 A
Awebvotic Kontoloyixot Svvedpiov, ty. Asitepov, Iloaxtixd T0U
B Twiuatog (Bviavrviis - Meoaiwvixis meoiddov), KontXpov
15 16, 11 (1961 1962), 176; G. B. Antourakis, Towyoyoagnuévor
pulavrivol vaol tis Kontng, ty. A’, Enapyiar Spaxiny - Amoxo-
owvouv - PeOuuvng, Athens 1978, 29, 72, 135; G. Berti, “II. Proble
matiche relative allo studio dei Bacini,” in S. Gelichi G. Berti S.
Nepoti, “Relazione introduttiva sui Bacini,” Atti. XX VI Convegno
Internazionale della Ceramica, op.cit. (n. 3), 16 20, figs 12 16; M.
Borboudakis, “Guoduota xot tapdBuoa oe exxinoies tg Kofng
(téhog 14ov péoa 150v awdva),” TAvrmixy xar Abooixy oty
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churches (Table 1) were ultimately located with vessels im-
mured in their external wall-faces; there were only fifteen
known examples prior to the programme. The identifica-
tion of an additional 59 churches with immured vessels
was also partially the result of restoration work being con-
ducted by the 28th Ephorate. Thus, the removal of plaster
from church walls often revealed the existence of im-
mured vessels or empty niches designed for such vessels,
which had not previously been visible. Examples of vessels
discovered in this way include those found in the katho-
likon at Chalepa monastery and the neighbouring church
of St. Marina, the katholikon of the Asomaton monastery,
the church of St. Nicholas in Apostoloi, and the church of
St. Nicholas in Labiotes. In other cases, such as the church
of Sts Apostles in Petrohori, the vessels themselves had
been entirely covered in plaster prior to the restoration
work.

Given the size of the area in question, 74 is quite a large
number of churches, especially when compared with the
number of churches with immured vessels currently
known in mainland Greece. While exploring the origins of
this form of decoration, the scholars noted its parallel
presence in the territories of what is now Greece and on
the Italian peninsula.” On Crete, the practice has only
been associated, to date, with the period of Venetian rule

Aatvixij Avatorq (ed. O. Gratziou), Herakleion 2007, 63, fig. 4, 65,
fig. 8, 66, 68, fig. 10, 73, 74, fig. 20, 76, 78, fig. 28, 79 81, 83.

5 A. G. Yangaki, “Evtougonéva mwvdxio oe exxAnoiec e Ko
uia egevvnTiry mpdtaoy,” Apxatoroyixo Epoyo Kontns 1, Ioa-
xtxd g Ing ovvavmong (P€6uuvo, 28 30 Nogufoiov 2008) (eds
M. Andrianakis 1. Tzachili), Rethymnon 2010, 827 840.

6 The data relating to Crete forms part of a major research pro
gramme entitled “Immured vessels in churches of Greece: en elec
tronic corpus,” which seeks to record the bacini in Greece, and which
was initiated by the author at the Institute of Historical Research
with the collaboration of the respective Ephorates of Byzantine An
tiquities. For now, the programme is focused on areas of Attica, the
Peloponnese and Crete. Regarding the Prefectures of Rethymnon
and Chania, I would like to thank Michalis Andrianakis, now hon
orary director of the 28th Ephorate of Byzantine Antiquities, for his
willingness to participate in the specific research programme, for
granting permission to study the specific practice in respect of
churches in both Prefectures, and for his unreserved support
throughout the programme. I would also like to thank my colleagues
from the 28th Ephorate of Byzantine Antiquities: Natassa Fiolitaki,
Athina Fraidaki, Kostas Giapitsoglou, Nikoletta Pyrrou and
Petroula Varthalitou for their collaboration and help during the
course of the programme.

7 Millet, op.cit. (n. 2), 183, fig. 106, fig. 108; Bouras, Bulavrivix
otavpoldiia, op.cit. (n. 2), 73, note 318.
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Fig. 1. Nefs-Amari, church of Sts Theodoroi. Immured vessels in cross formation.

and afterwards. One could thus posit that the large num-
ber of churches with immured vessels on Crete can be ex-
plained by the powerful Italian presence on the island.
However, given that the study of vessels immured in
churches of the island is still in progress and given the es-
pecially large number of churches on Crete, this hypothe-
sis must be made with reservations. The practice makes
its first appearance in the area in the 13th century, and is
mainly found in churches dating from the 14th and 15th
century.

In the Prefecture of Rethymnon, churches with immured
vessels are most densely concentrated in the area of the
actual municipality of Amari (Table 1). A study of the
practice of immuring vessels based on this numerically
large sample of churches allows for observations to be
made with greater certainty, and confirms the initial data
presented in the recent past.® Thus, this form of decor-
ation is mainly found in barrel-vaulted single-cell churches

8 Yangaki, “Evtououévo mwvaxia,” op.cit., 827 840.
9 On Crete’s barrel vaulted single and two aisled or double churches,
see the recent and thorough treatment by O. Gratziou (O. Gratziou,

AXAE AA (2013), 375-384

in the area, less frequently in two-aisled churches,” and
rarely in churches of other architectural types. In the ma-
jority of cases (Fig. 1), a group of five (or, more rarely,
four) open vessels are found to be arranged in the form of
a cross in the western wall above the entrance and usually
above the light-holes, if there are any, at the gable. The po-
sition of the vessels is inextricably linked with the location
of the entrance; thus, when the entrance is found in the
southern rather than the western wall, the vessels are also
located in the south-facing wall. The second most com-
mon position for immured vessels is in a church’s eastern
gable, above the apse. In this case, too, the vessels are posi-
tioned to form a cross. In roughly 10% of the cases
studied, vessels are found similarly arranged on both the
eastern and western wall-faces. No vessels have been
found immured in a church’s northern facades. We can
therefore conclude that the vessels were immured in those
sides of the church where they would be visible to the con-

H Konty oty Yoteon Meoaiwvixy Emoxn. H uaptvoia tng
exxAnolaotixis apyitextovixis, Herakleion 2010, 93 125), which
contains the earlier bibliography.
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Fig. 2. Nefs-Amari, church of Sts Theodoroi. Detail showing
the way the vessel is immured in the wall.

gregation and other visitors, which is to say primarily in
the western wall, where most churches have their entrance;
sometimes on the southern wall-face to heighten the dec-
orative effect of the facade, usually when the entrance is
situated on this side; or on the eastern aspect for decora-
tive reasons, but perhaps also to accentuate the sanctity of
this part of the church. Occasionally, the vessels are
arranged in a line along the length of the wall, or framing
the support arch of the lintel or the lunette. In the major-
ity of cases, the four or five vessels arranged in the shape
of the cross are the only ones in the church, and in most
churches, there are no more than five vessels. Those rare
churches with more than five immured vessels include the
katholikon of the Chalepa monastery, the church of St.

10 For the rest of Greece, we refer, by way of illustration, to the range
of framing modes found in churches in North western Greece
(Tsouris, O xepoauomraotinos Sidxoouog, op.cit. (n. 1), 110 111)
and the Peloponnese (Velenis, Eounveia, op.cit. (n. 2), 194 195 and
note 1 on p. 195). For churches in Italy, see, for instance: Berti, “Baci
ni ceramici e strutture architettoniche,” op.cit. (n. 3), 159, fig. 26,
162, fig. 33; O. Mazzucato, “Situazione dei “Bacini” nel Lazio
1993,” Arti. XX VI Convegno Internazionale della Ceramica, op.cit.
(n. 3), 162 164, 174 175, figs 2d 0; G. Berti F. Gabbrielli R. Parenti,
“Bacini e architettura. Tecniche di inserimento e complesso decora
tive,” Atti. XX VI Convegno Internazionale della Ceramica, op.cit.
(n. 3), 246 250, 259, fig. 9, 264, fig. 21.

1 Mainland Greece: Velenis, Eounveia, op.cit. (n. 2), 110 111; Tsou
ris, “Glazed Bowls,” op.cit. (n. 1), 618; Italy: Mazzucato, op.cit., 174,
figs 2d e f, 175, figs 2g h | m n.
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George in Vistagi (Pistagi) and the church of St. George in
Opsigias.

Turning to the manner in which the vessels are immured,
it would seem, based on the close examination of vessels
that have been cleaned and have had newer layers of
plaster removed, that the vessels were embedded in spe-
cially prepared mortar and rested on stones positioned at
the requisite angle. In some cases (Fig. 2), the stones have
been carved to match the profile of the vessel which is to
rest upon them. The vessels’ rims are visible; meaning
neither have they been embedded into reinforced mortar
applied on top of the masonry, nor has the surrounding
masonry been carved in such a way that the rim slots into
it. As a rule, therefore, it would not appear that especial
care was taken with framing these vessels, as was the case,
for example, in churches in mainland Greece or in Italy.!0
The careful framing of the two vessels (neither of which
has survived) in the church of St. Marina in Chalepa is
also exceptional in this respect, since they are set in brick
circles, which serve to draw attention to them. Frames of
this type are found in churches in mainland Greece and in
Italy.!!

The study of the numerous vessels, which have survived in
whole or as fragments, has provided data on the fine,
glazed wares found on Crete. Most common of all are
small and medium-sized bowls with straight rims. There
are also large plates. The vessels imported onto the island
include some attributed to Byzantine production centres,
and others to workshops in the Iberian peninsula, Italy,
Syria and Cyprus. Rare examples of Zeuxippus Ware!?
- category II - number among the earliest types of ceram-
ics found to date, along with more numerous examples (Fig.
3) of Late Sgraffito Ware, bearing simple, incised decor-

12 This particular category of pottery is already well documented
and continues to attract the attention of researchers. A selection of
the core studies would include: A. H. S. Megaw, “Zeuxippus Ware,”
BSA 63(1968), 67 87, id., “Zeuxippus Ware Again,” Recherches sur
la céramique byzantine (eds V. Déroche J. M. Spieser), BCH Suppl.
18, 1989, 259 266; G. Berti  S. Gelichi, “La ceramica bizantina nelle
architetture dell'ltalia medievale,” La ceramica nel mondo bizanti-
no tra XI e XV secolo e i suoi rapporti con U'ltalia. Atti del Semi-
nario Certosa di Pontignano (Siena, 11 13 marzo 1991) (ed. S.
Gelichi), Firenze 1993, 173 174, fig. 34, 179, no. 263, 181, no. 271,
fig. 38, 1, 182, no. 288, 183, fig. 39, 185, no. 98, fig. 43, 186, fig. 45; Y.
Waksman V. Francois, “Vers une redéfinition typologique et analy

tique des céramiques byzantines du type Zeuxippus Ware,” BCH
128 129 (2004 2005), 629 724.
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Fig. 3. Voliones, Afentis Christos. Immured Late Sgraffito
Ware plate.

ation covered with dark orange or green glaze, considered
to be related to the Zeuxippus Ware Family.!? The late-
Byzantine ceramics workshops are represented by a few
examples of incised vessels (Fig. 4) which could be attrib-
uted to the production of workshops in Thessalonike.!*

13 For the use of the term Late Sgraffito Ware, see: G. D. R. Sanders,
“Excavations at Sparta: The Roman Stoa, 1988 1991. Preliminary
Report. Part T (¢) Medieval Pottery,” BSA 88 (1993), 257, and .
Vroom, After Antiquity. Ceramics and Society in the Aegean from
the 7th to the 20th Century A.C. A Case Study from Boeotia, Central
Greece, Leiden 2003, 164; Atdaxtixi ZvAdoynq Bvlavtiviig xou
Merapviavrviic Keoauixis (ed. S. Kalopissi-Verti), Athens 2003,
89. Late Sgraffito Ware comprises mostly pottery bearing character
istics similar to those of the so called sub categories Ib and Ic of
Zeuxippus Ware, which recent research does not connect to the
prototype production of Zeuxippus Ware (see, in detail: Waksman
Francois, op.cit., 629 724).

140n glazed pottery attributed to workshops in Thessalonike, see:
Ch. Bakirtzis D. Papanikola Bakirtzis, “De la céramique byzantine
en glagure a Thessalonique,” Byzantinobulgarica 7 (1981), 434 436,
figs 19 21; D. Papanikola Bakirtzis, ““EQya.otijolo épualmuévng »e
oauewic oty Gecoalovixn. [odteg mapatnENoes,” A@Léomua
ot uviun Ztviiavot Ielexavidn, Maxedovixd, modt. 5, Thes
salonike 1983, 377 387; ead., “The Palaeologan Glazed Pottery of
Thessaloniki,” L’art de Thessalonique et des Pays Balkaniques et les
courants spirituels au XIV siécle, Recueil des rapports du IVe col-
loque serbo-grec (Belgrade 1985) (ed. R. Samardzi¢), Beograd 1987,
193 204; ead., “Kepopind Oecoarovinng,” Buiavivd epualmuéva

AXAE AA (2013), 375-384

Fig. 4. Agia Trapeza (Kalandare). Immured sgraffito bowl at-
tributed to Thessalonike workshops.

Monochrome-blue and lustreware pottery (Fig. 5) of the
production centres of the Valencia region, in the Iberian
peninsula, dating from the late 14th and the 15th cen-
turies,'® together with Syrian pottery painted in black,
blue and turquoise (Fig. 6), dating from mainly after the

xeoauixd. H téxvn tov eyyaodxtwv (ed. D. Papanikola Bakirtzis),
Athens 1999, 188 189; ead., “Epyaotioia EQUOA®UEVNS REQUUIRTG
oto Pulavivé xéopo,” 70 Aiebvés Svvédpio Meoaiwvixig
Keoauixic s Meooyeiov (Oecoalovizny, 11 16 Oxntwfoiov
1999), IMpaxtnd (ed. Ch. Bakirtzis), Athens 2003, 53, 56 57.

15 0On these two categories of pottery from the Iberian peninsula: B.
Martinez Cavird, La loza dorada, Madrid 1982, 101 103, 111 169; J.
Marti, “An Overview of Medieval Pottery Production in Spain be

tween the Thirteenth and the Fifteenth Centuries,” Medieval Cer-
amics 18(1994), 5, fig. 1; M. Paz Soler, “Cerdmica Valenciana,” Sum-
ma Artis, Historia General del Arte, vol. XLII, Cerdmica Espariola
(ed. T. Sdnchez Pacheco et al.), Madrid 1997, 137 166; A. Ray, Span-
ish Pottery 1248-1898. With a Catalogue of the Collection in the
Victoria and Albert Museum, London 2000, 41 102; J. Rose Al

brecht, “Valence,” Le calife le prince et le potier, les faiences a reflets
métalliques (Lyon, musée des Beaux Arts 2 mars 22 mai 2002) (ed. J.
Rose Albrecht), Paris 2002, 76. For a first reference to pottery from
the Iberian peninsula in Crete, see: A. G. Yangaki, “Ave Maria
Gra|tia] Plena: A Spanish Lustreware plate from the church of Pana

gia Eleousa, Crete,” Onoavoiouata 38 (2008), 213 224. For an
overview on Late Mediaeval pottery from the Iberian peninsula in
Greece: ead., “A First Overview on Late Medieval Pottery from the
Iberian Peninsula in Greece,” Viator 44.1(2013), 287 326.
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Fig. 5. Katholikon of the monastery at Chalepa. Immured
lustreware bowl.

1st half of the 14th and from the 15th century,'® and in-
cised pottery from Cyprus, dated to the 13th-14th cen-
turies,!” are represented by a limited number of richly
decorated vessels. However, the bulk of the ceramics im-
ported into Crete - much of which was incised - were from
centres in Italy. The “San Bartolo” type, which is attri-

16 A, Lane, Later Islamic Pottery. Persia, Syria, Egypt, Turkey, Lon

don 1957, 15 20, 29 30; J. Soustiel, La céramique islamique. Le guide
du connaisseur, Fribourg 1985, 223 224; E. J. Grube, Islamic Pottery
of the Eighth to the Fifteenth Century in the Keir Collection, London
1976, 292; G. Fehérvari, Pottery of the Islamic World in the Tareq Ra-
Jjab Museum, Kuwait 1998, 50; G. Fehérvari, Ceramics of the Islamic
World in the Tareq Rajab Museum, London, New York 2000, 246, 251;
O. Watson, Ceramics from Islamic Lands, London 2004, 54 58.

17 For the main centres of pottery production on Cyprus during the
Medieval period, and the most characteristic categories of Cypriot
glazed pottery, see: D. Papanikola Bakirtzis, Meoatwvixn Egualw-
uévn Keoauxn g Kimoov. Ta Epyaotioia Ildgov xat Aami-
Bov, Thessalonike 1996. For pottery of the 13th century with simple,
incised decoration: Papanikola Bakirtzis, Meoatwvixy Egualio-
uévn Kepopunn ts Kvmpow, op.cit., 70 81.

18§, Gelichi, “Roulette Ware,” Medieval Ceramics 8 (1984), 52, fig.
6, 54, fig. 7, fig. 8, 55; id., “La ceramica ingubbiata medievale nell’l

talia nord orientale,” La ceramica medievale nel mediterraneo occi-
dentale (Siena 8 12 ottobre 1984, Faenza 13 ottobre 1984), Firenze
1986, 367 369, 370, 371, 387 388; id., “La ceramica bizantina in
ITtalia e la ceramica italiana nel Mediterraneo orientale tra XII e
XIII secolo: stato degli studi e proposte di ricerca,” La ceramica nel
mondo Bizantino tra XI e XV secolo, op.cit. (n. 3), 25; F. Saccardo,
“Contesti medievali nella laguna e prime produzioni graffite
veneziane,” ibid., 214 232.
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Fig. 6. Prinos, church of Zoodochos Pigi. Immured large plate
from Syria, painted in black and blue.

buted to workshops in Venice and dates from the latter
half of the 13th and the 14th centuries,!8 accounts for
some of the earliest Italian ceramics found in the area.
The examples of Italian “graffita arcaica”'® (Fig. 7) and
the Italian incised polychrome pottery of the Renaissance
(“graffita rinascimentale canonica”)?’ (Fig. 8), which

19 This widespread category of pottery was produced in various
parts of the Italian peninsula and is divided into two major sub cate
gories: “graffita arcaica padana” and “graffita arcaica tirrenica” (D.
Whitehouse, “Medieval Pottery in Italy: the Present State of Re
search,” La céramique médiévale en Méditérranée occidentale, Xe-
X Ve siécles (Valbonne 11 14 Septembre 1978), Paris 1980, 75 77; H.
Blake, “The Medieval Incised Slipped Pottery of North West Italy,”
La ceramica medievale nel mediterraneo occidentale, op.cit., 316
348; S. Gelichi, “La ceramica graffita in Emilia Romagna,” San Gio-
vanni in Persiceto e la ceramica graffita in Emilia-Romagna nel
’500 (ed. S. Gelichi), Firenze 1986, 24 27; id., “La ceramica ingubbia
ta medievale,” op.cit., 388 403; M. Munarini, “Caratteri generali. Il
Veneto centrale e Concordia Sagittaria,” La ceramica nel Veneto, La
Terraferma dal XIII al XVIII secolo (eds G. Ericani P. Marini),
Verona 1990, 32 41; C. Varaldo, “La graffita arcaica tirrenica,” La
céramique médiévale en Méditerranée. Actes du Vle congres de
'AIECM?2 (Aix en Provence, 13 18 novembre 1995) (ed. G. Dé
mians d’Archimbaud), Aix en Provence 1997, 439 451.

20 Gelichi, “La ceramica graffita in Emilia Romagna,” op.cit., 28 33;
M. Munarini, “Graffita Rinascimentale Canonica,” La ceramica nel
Veneto, op.cit., 78 79; M. Munarini, “La raccolta di ceramiche ri
nascimentali dei Musei Civici di Padova,” Ceramiche Rinascimen-
tali dei Musei Civici di Padova (Padova, Museo Civico di piazza del
Santo 11 dicembre 1993 30 aprile 1994) (eds M. Munarini D. Ban
zato), Milano 1993, 28 32, 34 35.
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IMMURED VESSELS IN CHURCHES ON CRETE

Fig. 7. Chordaki, church of Panagia Faneromeni. Immured

graffita arcaica bowl.

stands out for its rich and especially well executed decor-
ation, are highly typical of the Italian ceramics found on
Crete. Painted Italian pottery is limited to examples of
“polychrome glazed pottery” (Fig. 9) with a lead glaze
(“RMR Ware”).2! Other common categories of ceramics
include monochrome glazed pottery covered with a dark
- usually brown, and particularly glossy - glaze,?? and ves-
sels whose slip-painted decoration comes in the form of
simple, broad, thick bands. This form of decoration is a
continuation of that found in a category of pottery which

21 For the characteristics of this production and its diffusion around
the Mediterranean, see: D. Whitehouse, “Proto Maiolica,” Faenza
66 (1980), 82 83; D. Dufournier A.M. Flambard G. Noyé, “A pro
pos de céramique ‘RMR’: problemes de définition et de classement,
problemes de répartition,” La ceramica medievale nel mediterraneo
occidentale, op.cit., 250 277; D. Whitehouse, “Apulia,” ibid., 579; P.
Tagliente, “La ceramica invetriata policroma nel basso Salento,” La
ceramica invetriata tardomedievale dell’Italia Centro-Meridionale
(ed. St. Patitucci Uggeri), Firenze 2000, 167 181.

22 On similarly decorated objects produced in Italian workshops,
see: D. Pringle, “La ceramica dell’area Sud del Convento di S. Silve
stro a Genova,” Archeologia Medievale 4 (1977), 116 117, 120; F.
Cozza, La produzione ceramica veneta dal basso Medioevo al Ri-
nascimento. Classi ceramiche, tipologie degli ornati e aspetti di cul-
tura materiale, Padova 1989, 19; M. Munarini, “La produzione pilt
antica,” La ceramica nel Veneto, op.cit. (n. 19), 19 23; G. Ericani,
“Invetriata e graffita arcaica nel Veneto orientale ¢ meridionale,”
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Fig. 8. Platanos, church of St. Antonios. Immured “graffita ri-
nascimentale canonica” bowl.

was especially widespread during the mid-Byzantine pe-
riod,?3 although the later, slip-painted category?* differs
from this earlier category in that its slip is applied to the
surface in a deliberately slap-dash way.

Additional processing of the sample in question will clearly
contribute to our knowledge of various aspects of bacini
practice. For instance, limiting ourselves to a superficial
account of two of these, researchers have noted that the
study of churches with immured vessels in other areas has
provided additional data on the dating of at least the sec-

ibid., 50 51. On similar objects from Herakleion attributed to Italian
production, see N. Poulou Papadimitriou, “Zttyués amo v 1otooio
tov Hpaxelov. Antd tny mowtopulavtivi eroyi émg tny mepiodo
e ofmpavirig xvolapyicg (7oc 190c at.),” HodxAsro. H dyvwortn
totopia g agyaios moins (ed. A. Ioannidou Karetsou), Hera
kleion 2008, 185, figs 44 45.

23Ch. H. Morgan, 11, Corinth X1, The Byzantine Pottery, Cambridge,
Mass. 1942, 95 103; D. Papanikola-Bakirtzis, “I'vwowio. pue ™
BuCavtiv epualmuévn repauwxy,” Aoyatoroyia xar Téxves 96
(2005), 28.

24 On the characteristics of this category, see J. Vroom, Byzantine to
Modern Pottery in the Aegean. 7th to 20th Century. An Introduction
and Field Guide, Utrecht 2005, 153; A. K. Vionis, “The Archaeology
of Ottoman Villages in Central Greece. Ceramics, Housing and
Everyday Life in Post Medieval Boeotia,” Studies in Honor of Hayat
Erkanal: Cultural Reflections (ed. B. Avung), Istanbul 2006, 790.
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Fig. 9. Garazo, church of the Dormition of the Virgin. An ex-

ample of an immured RMR Ware bowl.

tion of wall in which they were immured,? if not the mon-
ument as a whole.?° This appears to largely hold true on
Crete, too, since churches in the Prefecture of Rethymnon
built in different periods are indeed adorned with differ-
ent categories of ceramics, while similar types of ceramics
are encountered in churches built during much the same
period. For example, in the Amari region, examples of
Late Sgraffito Ware (see above) have been found in the
churches of St. Georgios in Opsigias, Afentis Christos in
Voliones, and Sts Theodoroi in Amari itself, all of which
date from the 13th or 14th century. Furthermore, in the
Mylopotamos area, four churches built between the mid-
14th and early 15th century are adorned with examples
of RMR Ware. As the systematic recording of the data

25 Berti, “Bacini ceramici e strutture architettoniche,” op.cit. (. 3),
137; L. Castelletti, “L’inserimento di ceramiche nell’architettura. Il
caso della chiesa di San Romano a Lucca,” Archeologia Medievale
21(1994), 193.

26 S, Gelichi, “Ceramiche venete importate in Emilia Romagna tra
XIIT e XIV secolo,” Padusa 24 (1988), 7; Berti, “Bacini ceramici e
strutture architettoniche,” op.cit. (n. 3), 137 and 137 140; ead.,
“Problematiche,” op.cit. (n. 4), 12 14. For related opinions regarding
the dating of monuments with immured vessels in Greece: A. H. S.
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proceeds further, it should be possible to create sub-cat-
egories of churches which are decorated with the same
types of ceramics, and which can probably be grouped
together on the basis of their architecture and their archi-
tectural and painted decoration.

The research programme may also shed light on differ-
ences in the practices relating to the immuring of vessels
in monastic institutions, on the one hand, and in churches
not associated with a monastery, on the other. The data
that has emerged from the area in question would indicate
that this form of decoration is more common in churches
unattached to monasteries. However, in those rare cases
where katholika were decorated with bacini, usually their
number was not limited to the usual four or five ceramics,
as in churches unattached to monasteries, but the vessels
were more numerous and they belonged to high-quality
productions. For example, the practice is only encoun-
tered in four of the numerous monasteries in the Prefec-
ture of Rethymnon which date from the period of Vene-
tian rule and in two of the four instances - in the church of
the Zoodochos Pigi at Prinos and the katholikon of
Chalepa monastery - extremely fine, imported ceramics
were used as bacini. A comparison between these monas-
teries and monasteries in the Herakleion region - where,
once again, only very few of the numerous katholika were
adorned with vessels - allows us to conclude that here, too,
the immured vessels were, in each case, both of extremely
good quality and more numerous than those immured in
churches unattached to monasteries. The large number of
vessels immured in katholika, the use of ceramics from
the Iberian peninsula, Italy and Syria - examples from the
first two of which were expensive and have only been
found in katholika to date - and the fact that the vessels
were not usually arranged in a particular pattern raise
questions as to whether the choice of a particular type of
ceramics was random or prompted by specific considera-
tions, thus probably serving, a symbolic role in addition to
a decorative one.

Megaw, “The Chronology of Some Middle Byzantine Churches,”
BSA 32 (1931 1932), 90 130; id., “Glazed Bowls in Byzantine
Churches,” AXAE A’, 4 (1964 1965), 145 162; Nikolakopoulos,
Evroyouéva xepaueixd, I-I1, op.cit. (n. 2), 11 12; K. Tsouris, “A
Bowl Embedded in the Wall of the Chapel of the Hagioi Anargyroi in
Vatopedi Monastery,” BalkSt 39 (1998), 10 11 (where it is noted
that even if immured vessels cannot offer an absolute dating for a
church, they offer evidence for its relative dating).
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It is thus clear that there are many additional aspects of
bacini to be studied relating to the history of the area and
the architecture of the churches in which they are found,
and to the types of ceramics immured. One of the more
interesting aspects of bacini relates to the study of Medi-
aeval pottery on the island. As we now know, most of the
bacini on Crete were imported from various Mediter-
ranean regions, and most commonly from Italy. Since on-
ly a limited number of publications have concerned them-
selves with these categories of pottery found on the is-
land,?’ studying bacini could enhance our knowledge of
Mediaeval glazed pottery.

IMMURED VESSELS IN CHURCHES ON CRETE

Municipality Number of Churches
Rethymnon 8
Mylopotamos 19
Anogeia 2
Amari 25
St. Vasilios 20

Table 1. Distribution of churches with immured vessels in the
Prefecture of Rethymnon.

Avaotacio I'. Twayrdaxn

ENTOIXIZMENA AITEIA ZE EKKAHXIEX THX KPHTH2:
[TPQTEZ ITAPATHPHZEIX AIIO THN KATATPA®H TOY YAIKOY
ZTHN ITEPIOXH TOY NOMOY PEOYMNOY

A@ustoi va.ol g ueocofutavtivic xat votegofulavit-
Vg TEQLEO0V OTOV HVEIME EAAAOLRG YWHEO ROOUOVVTOL

27 We mention, for example, the publications of pottery from Chania
[M. Hahn, “TTa.odotaon auaQtmAiic yuvaixag e ovato e Ava
vévvnong,” KontEot A’, 2 (1988), 88 101; ead., “Byzantine and Post
byzantine Pottery from the Greek Swedish Excavations at Khania,
Crete,” Recherches sur la céramique byzantine, op.cit. (n. 12), 232,
figs 8, 9, 10, 13; ead., “A Group of 15th/16th Century Jugs from
Western Crete,” Recent Danish Reseach in Classical Archaeology:
Tradition and Renewal, Danish Studies in Classical Archaeology (eds
T. Fischer Hansen P. Guldager J.Lund M. Nielsen A. Rathje),
Copenhagen 1991, 311 320; I[TnAos & Xowua, Newteon Keoauixn
tov EAAadixov Xwpov, exhibition catalogue (21 Aexeufoiov 2006
gwe 17 Pefpovapiov 2007) (ed. M. Borboudaki), Athens 2007, 103,
cat. no. 62 (A. Apostolaki), 104, cat. no. 63 (A. Apostolaki), 105, cat.
no. 64 (A. Apostolaki), 106 107, cat. no. 65 (A. Apostolaki), 108,
cat. no. 66 (K. Psarakis), 114, cat. no. 72 (A. Apostolaki), 117, cat.
no. 75 (K. Psarakis), 118, cat. no. 76 (K. Psarakis)], from Pyrgi at
Eleutherna (N. Poulou Papadimitriou, “BuCavtivi xgoouixi amxd
v EkevBepva: ) otépva g Aylog Avvag,” EAevbeova touéag I1.
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eEmwtepund ue evrouyouévo ayyeia. Edwd og 6,tL apo-
04 oto vnot g Kontng, oto mhaiolo gpgvvntinoy mpo-

3. BuLavtvo omtitt oty Ayia Avva (ed. Th. Kalpaxis), Rethymnon
2008, 25 187; A. G. Yangaki, “H xepapunij antd 1o fulovivé xtiplo
oto IMTvpyl te Erevbepvag,” ibid., 189 307), from Herakleion (T.
Stillwell MacKay, “A Group of Renaissance Pottery from Heraklion,
Crete: Notes and Questions,” The Archaeology of Medieval Greece
(eds P. Lock G. D. R. Sanders), Oxford 1996, 127 137; Poulou Pa
padimitriou, “Ztiypéc and v wtoeia Tov Hoaxkelov,” op.cit. (n.
22), 149 201), from the gulf of Dermatas [ITnAog & Xodwua, op.cit.,
115, cat. no. 73 (Ch. Samiou), 116, cat. no. 74 (Ch. Samiou)], from
Agia Triada (V. La Rosa, “Il cimitero veneziano di Haghia Triada,”
Creta Antica 2(2001), 250 251, figs 22 24, 252 253, figs 35, 267, figs
73 74), from Amnisos (E. Stefanaki, “Areal J: Die venezianische
Keramik,” Amnisos, nach den Archdologischen, Historischen und
Epigraphischen Zeugnissen des Altertums und der Neuzeit (ed. J.
Schifer), Berlin 1992, 274 282), from Malia (V. Frangois, “La
céramique a glacure a Malia: productions médiévales italiennes et
productions ottomanes,” BCH 118 (1994), 376 380, figs 2, 3).
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yoduuatog, 1o Ivotirovto Iotopundv Epevvdv og ov-
vepyaoio ue v 28n xot ) 131 Egopeio Bulavtivdy
AQYCLOTATWV GQYLOE TNV KATOYQUPT ROl TEXUNQLMON
TWV EVIOLYLOUEVMV O VALOUS QY YElmV.

Me Bdomn v moeie AVTHS TS ROTAYQOUPNS, 1) 0Ol
apywd emrevipmOnxre oto Noud PeBvuvov, rou og ov-
vepyaoia ue 10 Tpoommixo g 28ng Egopeilag Bulavri-
VOV AQYOLLOTATMYV, EVTOTIOTNXROY 74 VOO T LE EVTOLYLOWUE-
va. ayyelo 0TS EEMTEQHES TAEVQES, OL TTEQLOCOTEQOL EX
TV 0TolmV Poiornovtal otV TEQLOYN TOV Afuov Ana-
otov. O apBudg vamdv mov eviomioTnray eival aQxeTd
ueydhog, og Oy€oN Ue TOVUG VALOUS TTOV €XOVV EVTOTIOTEL
omv nrepwtiry EAAGOa. Edwd og 6,tL agpogd otyv
Ko, n moortiny auty uéyot otiyuis eugpavitetol omd
70 130 awdva xot netd xot Wimg og va.oug Tov X0 Voro-
yovvtal 0to 140 xou 150 audva, TaQationomn Tov evi-
oyUeL TV Vt60eom GTL 0 PeYAAOS 0ELOUOS VOV UE EVTOL-
xouéva ayyelon 0to vnot wropet, mbavotata, vo eEnyn-
0el amd TV LoYVEN LToA LK) TaEovaia.

H pehétn tng mooantinig eviolylonot ayyelov oe avto
TO UeYAAo, oBunTIrd, Oelyuo vomv emITEETEL TN UE
ueyahitegn ao@diela HLOTUTMON TOQATNENOEMY OVOL-
POoELrA e oVTH ®OBEQVTH TNV TEOXTIXY RoL emPBePat-
DVEL TAL TEDTOL OYETIXA OTOLXEID TOV €YOVV TALEOVOLL-
otel ot T0 TEAoEUTo TaEeAOOV. Ewdwdtepa, avti n
©woo@y drardounong amavtd ®ateEoyMv 0ToVS LOVOYW-
QOVG HOUOQOOXETAOTOVS VaoUs Tov Nowov. Arydtepo
ouyva amavid otig OTAES xot oTig Oirhiteg enninoieg
XOL OTAVIO. OF VAOUS GAMDV CQYLTEXRTOVIXDV TUTMV.
2NV TAELOVOTNTO TOV TEQLTTDOEMY, OUAdL TEVTIE 1,
OTOVIOTEQD, TECOAQMY AYYEIWV aVOLYTOU¥ OYUOTOS €-
vrowyiCovtal oty dutnn Theved, Tdvm amd T 0V gu-
0600V %0l TO TVPAS avVarOVPLOTIHG TOED %ot ovvNOmg
TAVD %o Atd To OTOL0S LORPNS POTIOTIRA Taeddva,
%OTE TEOTO OV Vo oynuatiCovv otaved. H Bon toug
elvor aoonrta deuévn ue Ty mhevpd otV omola Poi-
OXETOL 1 €(0000C 0TO VOO, ROODS KA OTIS TEQUTTMOELS
enelveg, 0TIg omoleg avti Oev foloxetal otn dutinn aArd
0T VOt TAEVQEA, TO ayyelo evromiCovTal oty Telev-
taio. H devtepn o wown B€on tov ayyelmv elval otyv
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avaTolMuy] TAEVEA TMV Vo®dV, TAvVeD amd ™V ayida
TOVG.

Q¢ TPOC TOV TEATTO EVIOLYLOUOV TOV AyYElWY, TQOXVITTEL
otL T ayyeia evrowyiCoviol mavw 0to edRd TEOETOL-
waouévo roviouo €3000Ng TOV TO(XOV %KoL 0oy TEO-
nyovuévme ot AiBot, tdvm otoug omoiovg edpdlovtal Ta
ayyeia, &xovv tomoBetnOel ue TV amoltovuevy xhion.
>e ®ATOoLEC UAALOTO TEQLILTWOELS OL AlBOoL iV ®ATAA-
Ao owhevBel, oTe Vo axoAOVONCOVY TNV XAUTTUAY
Tov #nG0e ayyelov. Katd navova dev mapatnoeital -
o{teen LEQLUVA YO TNV TAOLO IO TOV ayyelwy.

Bdoel tng mpoavagepbeioos pelétng tmv tohudolBuwy
ayyelwv mov omdovtal axépato 1 00aVoUaTIXG, TEOX V-
TTTOVV OTOLYEDL YLOL TNV EQUAADUEVT] XEQOAULRT TTOV EVTO-
nitetal oto vnoi e Kpntng, »abug extéc amnd ayyslia
OV Ao IO0VTOL OF EYYDOLES TOLQAYWYES, EVTOTILOVTOL
1600 0QLOoUEVO OV atodidovral og fulaviwvd révipa
TO.QAYWYNHS 600 %o GAAA TOV atodidoVTOL 08 EQYATTH-
ot g IBnowriic xepoovioov, g Italiag, g Svoilog
%o g Kompov.

H mepaitépw emeepyaoio twv dedousévmy eivar fEPaio
dtL Ba. ovvdopduel ot OLEEEVVNON EMLITEOCHETMWY TTV-
v tov Béuatoc. Eviewntind, n uelétn tmv evrouioué-
vov ayyelwv o vaovg g Kontg maéyel evioyvtinég
TANQOQOQIES £(TE YLOL TN YOOVOASYNON TOVAGYLOTOV TOV
TUNUOLTOS TNG TOLXOOOULOS OTO OO0 AVTA £YOVV EVTOL-
YLOTEl elte L exelvn tov (dLov Tov pvnueiov, ®abwg va-
ol tov ovyxerouévov Nouov mov améyouvv uetoEv tovg
XQOVIRA ROOUOUVVTOL UE OLOLPOQETIRES HOTNYOQIES REQOL-
WRNG, EVA, aviiBeta, TOUEOUOLOL TUTOL REQUULXNG OLTTOL-
VTIOUV 0€ VO.OUg OV OEV OItEXOVY YOOVIXA UEYAAO did-
omua netav tove Mia axdua Tty e LWEAETNS TOV
Ofuatoc amotelel noL N deEevUvynon TS dLaPOQOTOi-
NONGS TOV EVIOL(LOUEVMY OYYEIWV AVALOYO. UE TO EAV QV-
T4 folornovral o8 vaois Lovaotnoudy 1j o GALOVC.
ZuumeQaonatind, N uehétn TV bacini elvol TolvTUY.
H ovvéyion tng ratayoa@ng Toug otoyelvel Vo XA VEL EV-
UTEQO YVWOTH Uil RATNYOQ (0 AVTILREWEVOV TOV UEYOL
TEAOPOTO EUEVALY OTO TEQLOMOLO TNG EQEVVOS KO, ROT
EMEXTOON, VO TTQOOPEQEL TEQULTEQM OTOLYEID 0T UEAETY)
Tov oM TLouoU e Kontng natd tn fevetorpartio.
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