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ABSTRACT

By the end of September 2022, a plebiscite about a new pension law suggested
once more that the western Swiss region of the Arc Lémanique (AL) is politically
different from the rest of Switzerland. Newspapers argued that this is the result of
the proximity to France with the same language as the AL.

This paper tries to find out, how far the political opinions of the AL are away
from the rest of Switzerland and how close they are to France. For this purpose,
the author presents a new methodology from computational social science: virtual
encounter simulations, which he successfully applied in an earlier publication to
similar problems. It is based on the idea of using survey data for the construction
of random-dyads of persons, who can subsequently be compared with regard to
their political attitudes. By averaging the inter-individual differences of dyads of
persons belonging to the same group and dyads belonging to different groups it is
possible to compare ideological inter-group with intra-group conflicts.

In order to tackle the initial research question, the author analyses the
international survey ISSP-V (2016), focussed on the role of government, also with
regard to the mentioned old age pensions. Virtual encounter simulations reveal
that the AL is ideologically much closer to German speaking Switzerland than
originally expected.
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[TPOZOMOIQZEIZ EIKONIKQN ANTITTAPAGEZEQN
[TPOZ ZYT'KPIZH. [TPOZAOKIEZ TOY KOINOY
2XETIKA ME TON POAO TOY KPATOYZ ITPONOIAZ

INEPIAHWH

Sra tédn ZeareuPfoiov tov 2022, éva Onuoyngiou oxetixd ue évay véo
ovvta&lodotixd vouo védeiEe yio dAdn ua pood otL n dvtixn) eAPetixn]
qeoroyh g Arc Lémanique (AL) elvar molitixd OtapoQetixt amd tyv vao-
Aowtn EAPetia. O epnueoldes vmootiolay 0t avtd eivar amotéleoua tyg
eyyvmyrag ue ™ L'allia, n omoia éyxer Ty idwo yAdooa ue tyv AL.

H magovoa eoyadia mooomabel va dlamotdoet I6o0 améyovy ot molt-
Tég amoyels s AL amd v vadlowmy Elfetia xaw méoo xovrd eivar oty
Tallia. o tov oxomo avtov, o ovyyoapéas mapovordlet ua véa uebodo-
Aoylo asd Ty VITOAOYIOTING] XOWWVIXI] ETUOTHUN: TIG TOOTOUOLDTELS ELXOVL-
XAV OVTTOQAOETEWY, TIG OTOIES EPAQUOTE UE ETUTVY IO OE TTQONYOVUEVH ON-
uoaievan mov apopovae magouowa moofrijuata. H usfodoloyia faciCeran
oY 10éa yeNoNg OEOOUEVWV EQEVVAY QTT0 EQEVVES VIO, TV XATATHEVT] TU-
yalwv-0vddwy atéumy, To 000 UTOEOVY 0TH GVVELELA VA, OVYX*QLH0UY ¢
TOOG TIG TOMTIHES TOVS amopels. Me Tov voAoyioud Tov uéoov 6pov Ty
OLa-atouxdy OLapoedv twv Svddmv atduwy TV avixovy atyy (Ot oud-
Oa xat Twv OvdOWY TOV AVIROVY O OLAPOQETIRES OUAOES Eival OVVaToY va.
ovyxothovv o 10e0doyixés ovyxrpovoels uetakv ouddwy ue Tig CVY*QOU-
OELS eVTOS oudowy. TTQoxeWéVoOy va aVTIUETMTTOEL TO QYO EQEVYNTIXG
egoatnua, o ovyyoapéas avaliel ty debvy éoevva ISSP-V (2016), n omoia
ETUREVTQAVETAL OTOV QOAO TNG #VPEQVHONS %0BdS emions xal oTIS avagpe-
ooueves ovvtdels yiioatog. Ot IQOGOUOLDTELS EOVIXAY avTITaQabéoewy
amoxalvarovy 6Tt AL eivau tdeoloyixd, oA mmo xovTd 0Ty YEQUAVOPWVY
Elfetio am’ 6,t agyuxd avauevotav.

A£EeIS ®AELOLA: #QATOG TTOOVOLAG, VTTOAOYLOTIXT] XOLVWVIXT] ETMOTHUT,
TOOGOUOLDTELS ELxovirdv avTimagabéowy, EABetia, 'ailia
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1. INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW

Switzerland is a multilingual society with three official languages: German,
spoken in the northeast, Italian, used in the south, and French, the language
of the west. Although the federal structure protects the country from
manifest linguistic conflicts, local languages are nonetheless correlated
with different political preferences (Biichi, 2003, pp. 243-287; Hermann
& Leuthold, 2003, pp. 48-51; Kriesi, et al., 1996; Schmid, 2001, chap. 7).
This holds not only for the exemplary topic of the European integration but
also matters for social policy, as a recent plebiscite about a new pension law
has shown in September 2022 (see Bundesamt fiir Sozialversicherungen,
2022). In general, the French-speaking west — and especially the Arc
Lémanique around the lake of Geneva — is politically more left- and state-
oriented than the rest of Switzerland. It is argued, that this is the result of
the political influence of France, which has a strong central state and is
less market-oriented than most regions of Switzerland. Thus it is supposed,
that the political attitudes of the Swiss region of the Arc Lémanique are
generally closer to France than to the rest of Switzerland (see Fig. 1).

France

Switzerland [€— | Arc Lémanique

Figure 1: A graphical summary of the main hypothesis

Legend: Connecting line with double arrows: Symmetrical conflict;
Connecting line with missing arrows: No significant conflict.

To check this hypothesis, we are not following the usual statistical
procedure of comparing the mean attitudes of different national or regional
populations. This approach is too prone to ecological fallacies' (Crow,

1. Ecological fallacies are invalid inferences from the statistical properties
(e.g. correlations) of a highly aggregated unit of analysis to the corresponding
properties of its subunits.
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2006) and too far away from the everyday experiences of the concerned
people. Instead, we are simulating the political conflicts resulting from
random matches of people belonging to the same or different groups.
Through these virtual encounters, we can compare the level of inter-group
conflicts about social policy with the respective intra-group conflicts.
An inter-group conflict is only serious if it is higher than the benchmark
given by a similar intra-group conflict. As there are two different group-
specific benchmarks, inter-group conflicts can also be asymmetrical: What
is serious from the perspective of one group needn’t be serious for the
other. As shown by Kriesi et al. (1996, chap. 8.4) in an empirical study, this
asymmetry of perceived conflicts seems e.g. to exist between the French-
and the German-speaking Swiss population concerning the general political
cleavage “Rostigraben” between the two groups.

This article presents in the following section a technical introduction
to the virtual encounter methodology (see Mueller, 2017, 2021). As an
illustration, it subsequently proceeds to an empirical analysis of the
cleavages between France, Switzerland, and the Arc Lémanique about
seven aspects of social policy. Finally, there is a comparison with the
traditional statistical method of t-tests of mean attitudes to get this way a
clearer view of the advantages of the virtual encounter method as well as
its technical requirements.

2. THE METHODOLOGY OF VIRTUAL
ENCOUNTER SIMULATIONS

The data structure of big social surveys is generally monadic: each record
describes the social properties, attitudes, etc. of just one individual.
Consequently, these data structures are not directly suited for describing
conflicts, where two persons are involved. Thus, for conflict analyses dyadic
data are required, which however hardly exist in data archives like e.g. the
Data Services for the Social Sciences (2023) in Germany. Consequently,
for conflict analyses such data have to be constructed according to the
interests of the researcher. The current section 2 presents for this purpose
a new methodology, which assumes that temporary contacts with strangers
prevail. Thus, we are assuming that the more intensive contacts between
friends, neighbours, etc. are statistically less important than the more
frequent anonymous ones. According to Tonnies (2005), this assumption
typically holds for modern urban societies, like Germany, France, or
Switzerland. Consequently, we propose to construct dyadic conflict files
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by random matching of persons from the compared groups. The technical
details of this construction process are as follows:

— As a first step, the sample size of the compared groups has to be
equalized, where the smallest file defines the N of the others (see
Fig. 2). This requires the elimination of person-related data records,
which must be done by a random process with equal elimination-
risks for all individuals of the concerned groups.

— Subsequently, the selected person-specific data records of the
analysed groups should be randomly reordered, where each person
has the same chance for a given place in the sequence of records.
This reordering is especially important for the calculation of intra-
group conflicts, where in Fig. 2 group A and group B are identical.
Only this way the simulated encounters between groups A and B are
at random (see next following steps).

— As a third step, the virtual conflicts C,; between randomly matched
persons i and j from groups A and B have to be calculated
concerning all characteristics X. For interval- or ratio-scaled scores
X, and X, of the two persons i and j, the respective conflicts may be
operationalized as

C,=IX-Xl| (1a)
or alternatively as
C,=X- XJ.)2 (1b)
where formula (1a) is more sensitive to small differences between X.
and Xj than equation (1b). If X, and Xj are measured on a nominal scale,
the operationalisation of O looks differently:
C,;=0,ifX =X (2a)
and
C,=1L if X, # X, (2b)
— Finally, the inter- 1nd1v1dual scores C have to be aggregated into
group-related conflicts C, ;. preferably by the calculation of mean
values:
C,s=MEAN(C li€Aand jEB) (3)
If A# B, C,, is the inter-group conflict between A and B, whereas
for A=B, C, , is equal to the intra-group conflict C, ,. Definition (3)

can also be apphed to nominal-scaled X, and X from the definition
(2a) and (2b) of the inter-individual conﬂlcts follows that C 5 1s for
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nominal scales just the share of matched pairs (i,j), for which the scores
X, and X, are different, e.g. with regard to a political attitude.

Calculation of conflict values

¢ 1

Dataofi | Confl. Cij Data of j

Monadic Dyadic 7///
Jolsed

data of conflict
group A data
A
Monadic
data of
group B

Figure 2: The calculation of virtual conflict values

Source: Figure adapted from the author’s work (see Mueller, 2021, Fig. 1).

At the end of the previous four-step procedure, there are for all analysed
variables X three types of conflicts: inter-group conflicts C, , between the
groups A and B and intra-group conflicts C, , and C, ; of A and B. Among
others, they can be used for the following ty’pes of cf)mparisons: First, for
comparing different variables X concerning the amount of conflicts C, .
C, - and C, , within and between the groups A and B. This allows e.g. to
identify the controversial (“hot”’) and the consensual (““cold’) topics in
the political debate. Second, for comparing the inter-group conflict C,
with the intra-group conflicts C, , and C, .. Due to the different intra-
group benchmarks, there are two different levels of relative conflict:

C AB " C A (4a)
and
C

Equation (4a) describes the inter-group conflict from the perspective of
group A and formula (4b) from the point of reference of group B. If group

C (4b)

AB BB
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Ahas e.g. alow level of internal conflict C, ,, it perceives the inter group-
conflict C, , as more serious than the other group B, if B has a higher level
of internal conflict C,, .. Thus, we assume in this paper an asymmetry of the
relative conflicts (4a) and (4b).

3. VIRTUAL ENCOUNTER SIMULATIONS
OF PUBLIC WELFARE EXPECTATIONS

The welfare state is a central institution of modern societies: it corrects
the hardships and injustices of market-oriented capitalist economies and
contributes this way to the maintenance of societal harmony (Alber, 1982,
chap. 2). However, as shown by Esping-Andersen (1990), Gelissen (2002,
chap. 2), and many others, the responsibilities of the welfare state vary
from country to country and change also within the national histories. For
this reason, the International Social Survey Programme (2023) has a long
tradition of asking citizens about the responsibility of the (welfare) state
in treating various types of social problems. The respective international
interview modules were called The Role of Government 1, I1, I11, 1V, and V.
In this article, we use interview data from the latest module ISSP-V (2016)
(= dataset ZA-6900 of GESIS), which was collected in 2016. In particular,
our focus is on the inverted scores® of the following variables, describing
the public expectations about governmental responsibilities:

V23 = Health insurance

V24 = Old age pensions

V26 = Unemployment insurance
V27 = Income redistribution

V28 = Stipends for students

V29 = Housing subsidies

V31 = Support of gender equality

The monadic sample of the Arc Lémanique, was defined by setting the
ISSP-variable CH_REG = 1 and comprises the Swiss cantons Geneva, Vaud,
and Valais. The Swiss monadic sample was extracted by setting the ISSP-
variable COUNTRY = 756 and excluding the Arc Lémanique (CH_REG =
1). Similarly, we defined the French monadic sample by setting the ISSP-

2. Inverted score = 5 - original score, yielding a new 4-point scale with the minimum value
1 and the maximum 4.
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variable COUNTRY = 250. By the procedures defined in the previous section
2, we were able to construct the following six virtual encounter files:

France — France

Arc Lémanique — Arc Lémanique
Switzerland — Switzerland
France — Switzerland

France — Arc Lémanique
Switzerland — Arc Lémanique.

Based on the absolute metric (1a), we could calculate the intra- and
the inter-group conflicts (see Tab. 2 in the data appendix) and compare the
related mean values by statistical t-tests. The results are presented in Figs
3a-c, 4a-c,and 5, as well as in Tabs la-b.

The first group of Figs 3a-c displays no statistically significant inter-
group conflict at all and consequently is in total contradiction to the
hypothetical Fig. 1. For two of the three concerned topics, this high level
of consensus is not surprising because health insurance (Fig. 3a) and old
age pensions (Fig. 3b) are important and highly accepted elements of the
European welfare states.

The second group of figures (Figs 4a-c) shows just one conflict relation
per welfare topic. It corresponds slightly better to the hypothetical Fig.
1, although the differences are still very visible. Among others, there are
again no statistically significant conflicts between the Arc Lémanique and
the rest of Switzerland. Given an unexpected conflict relation between
the Arc Lémanique and France (see Fig. 4b) one might conclude, that the
welfare state attitudes of the Arc Lémanique are more Swiss than French.

The last Fig. 5 refers to income redistribution and displays a lot of
internal and external conflict. This is insofar not astonishing as income
redistribution creates not only winners, like the previous welfare measures,
but also (wealthy) losers. As Tab. 1a displays, income redistribution is for
nearly all inter- and intra-group relations the most important conflict topic.
This even holds for the virtual conflict between the Arc Lémanique and the
rest of Switzerland, although this conflict relation is once again statistically
not significant and thus contradicts our original hypothesis of Fig. 1.

In this article, there is not only a list of the most conflictive topics (Tab.
l1a) but also another one with the least controversial services of the welfare
state (Tab. 1b). Like in Tab. 1a we find also here a statistical concentration
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France
C =0.66 +/- .046

C =0.70 C =058
+/- .050 +/- .048
Switzerland Arc Lémanique
C =0.61 +/- .046 C=0.62 C =0.63 +/- .044
+/- .047

Figure 3a: Conflicts about health insurance (V23)

France
C =0.60 +/- .041

C =065 C =055
+/- .045 +/-.041
Switzerland Arc Lémanique
C=0.61+/-.048 C=0.60 C=0.53 +/-.040
+/-.044

Figure 3b: Conflicts about old age pensions (V24)

France
C =0.77 +/- .057

C =077 C = 0.71
+- .057 +-.048
Switzerland Arc Lémanique
C =0.72 +/- .053 C=072 C =0.63 +/- .047
+/- .052

Figure 3c: Conflicts about housing subsidies (V29)

Legend to Figs 3a-c: C = Mean conflict +/- standard error. Connecting lines
without arrows: Inter-group conflict is not different from both related intra-
group conflicts, according to two separate one-tailed t-tests with o = 5%.
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France
C =0.82 +/- .058
C =0.69 C =0.63
+/- .058 +/- .055
Switzerland Arc Lémanique
C =0.55 +/- .046 C=0.59 C =0.56 +/- .045
+/- .049

Figure 4a: Conflicts about unemployment insurance (V26)

France
C = 0.65 +/- .050
C =058 C =059
+-.044 +/-.043
Switzerland Arc Lémanique
C =0.49 +/- .039 C=0.49 C =0.47 +/- .037
+/-.039

Figure 4b: Conflicts about stipends for students (V28)

France
C =0.66 +/- .060
C = 0.81 C =0.70
+/- .056 +/- .055
Switzerland Arc Lémanique
C =0.80 +/- .055 C=072 C =0.69 +/- .042
+/- .057

Figure 4c: Conflicts about support of gender equality (V31)

Legend to Figs 4a-c: C = Mean conflict +/- standard error. Connecting lines
without arrows: See legend of Figs 3a-c. Connecting lines with one directed
arrow: Inter-group conflict is different from intra-group conflicts at the origin
but not at the farget of the connecting line, according to one-tailed t-tests
with o = 5%.
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France
C =0.92 +/- .069

C =1.10 C = 0.95
+/- .057 +/- .055
Switzerland Arc Lémanique
C =0.75 +/- .052 C=0.76 C =0.72 +/- .047
+/-.060

Figure 5: Conflicts about income redistribution (V27)

Legend to Fig. 5: C = Mean conflict +/- standard error. Connecting lines
without arrows: See legend of Figs 3a-c. Connecting lines with one directed
arrow: See legend of Figs 4a-c. Connecting lines with two directed arrows:
Inter-group conflict is different from intra-group conflicts at the origin and the
target of the connecting line, according to two one-tailed t-tests with oo = 5%.

on two political items: stipends for students (V28) and old age pensions
(V24). The observed inter-regional homogeneity of topics with either high
or low levels of conflict calls for an explanation. One is based on social-
and mass-media influences and argues that conflictive political discourses
spread from one region or country to another, creating this way a common
European culture (Collier & Messick, 2014). A second explanation,
mainly based on statistical considerations, argues that the heterogeneity
of political opinions in one region or country increases not only its internal
but also all of its external conflicts.

Table 1a: The strongest conflicts by given types of encounter

Type of encounter Conflict Governmental responsibility
France — Switzerland 1.10 V27 = Income redistribution
France — Arc Lémanique 0.95 V27 = Income redistribution
Intra France 092 V27 = Income redistribution
Intra Switzerland 0.80 V31 = Gender equality
Switzerland — Arc Lémanique 0.76 V27 = Income redistribution

Intra Arc Lémanique 0.72 V27 = Income redistribution
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Table 1b: The weakest conflicts by given types of encounter®

Type of encounter Conflict Governmental responsibility
Intra Arc Lémanique 047 V28 = Stipends for students
Switzerland — Arc Lémanique 049 V28 = Stipends for students
Intra Switzerland 0.49 V28 = Stipends for students
France — Arc Lémanique 0.55 V24 = Old age pensions
France — Switzerland 0.58 V28 = Stipends for students
Intra France 0.60 V24 = Old age pensions

4. COMPARISON WITH THE TRADITIONAL ANALY SIS

The traditional way of comparing group-specific political attitudes is
based on t-tests of mean values of the respective individual scores (Kanji,
1993, p. 29). Thus it is possible to compare the results of virtual encounter
simulations presented in Figs 3a-c, 4a-c, and 5 with the analogous diagrams
created by this traditional methodology. For all analysed variables, the
diagrams of the two methods are different. In the best case of variable
V26 (unemployment insurance), there is just one different inter-group
relation, as Figs 6a-b demonstrate. In the worst case of Figs 7a-b, referring
to conflicts about old age pensions (V24) all links are different. In general,
the virtual encounter methodology yields less significant conflict relations
than the traditional approach based on t-tests of mean variable scores.
This corresponds to the author’s experience in an earlier study (Mueller,
2021) comparing national identities in French- and German-speaking
Switzerland.

Despite the differences in the exemplary Figs 6a-b and 7a-b, the author
considers the virtual encounter simulations as superior to the comparisons
of mean attitude scores:

a) Virtual encounter simulation focuses on the daily conflict experience
of the concerned social actors by taking the intra-group conflicts
into account. The latter level of conflict creates a benchmark for
the subjective assessment of external inter-group conflicts. This
subjectivity makes the virtual encounter simulation superior to the
comparison of mean attitude scores.

3. A weak conflict must not be confused with the desired level of governmental spending.
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b) Virtual encounter simulation avoids ecological fallacies (Crow,
2006) by making inferences based on inter-individual differences.
To the contrary, the traditional approach argues on the basis of
aggregated mean values. This way, it erroneously overlooks among
others the possible conflicts between two groups with the same
mean scores of political attitudes.

¢) Like social simulation in general, virtual encounter simulation
enables the researcher to make “experiments” (Gilbert & Troitzsch,
1999, p.13), which are in real life hard to realise, e.g. due to linguistic
or geographical barriers that hinder direct political discussions
between French- and German-speaking Swiss citizens (Kriesi et al.,

1996, p. 98).
France
C =0.82 +/-.058
C = 0.69 C = 0.63
+/- .058 +/- .055
Switzerland Arc Lémanique
C =0.55 +/- .046 C=0.59 C =0.56 +/-.045
+/- .049
France

M =2.82 +/- .058

Arc Lémanique
M = 2.88 +/- .043

Switzerland
M = 2.76 +/- .045

Figure 6a.b: Analyses of conflicts about unemployment insurance (V26) by
virtual encounter simulations (above) and comparisons of mean scores (below)

Legend to Fig. 6a (above): See legend to Fig. 4a
Legend to Fig. 6b (below): M = Mean scores of V26 +/- standard error.

Connecting lines without arrows: Related intra-group mean scores are not
different, according to two-tailed t-tests with o = 5%.
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France
C =0.60 +/- .041

C =065 C =055
+/-.045 +-.041
Switzerland Arc Lémanique
C =0.61+/-.048 C=0.60 C =0.53 +/-.040
+-.044
France
M = 3.50 +/- .041

Switzerland Arc Lémanique
M = 3.20 +/- .047 M = 3.37 +/- .040

Figure 7a,b: Analyses of conflicts about old age pensions (V24) by
virtual encounter simulations (above) and comparisons of mean scores (below)

Legend to Fig. 7a (above): See legend to Fig. 3b.

Legend to Fig. 7b (below): M = Mean scores of V24 +/- standard error.
Connecting lines with arrows: Related intra-group mean scores are statistically
different, according to two-tailed t-tests with oo = 5%.

5. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

According to Fig. 1, we originally expected relatively deep political
cleavages (Kriesi et al., 1996) between Switzerland and France on the
one hand and the Arc Lémanique and the rest of Switzerland on the other.
However, the empirical analyses of section 3 show no conflicts at all
between Switzerland and the Arc Lémanique and thus totally disconfirm our
original hypotheses. Similarly, there is less conflict between Switzerland
and France than expected. For the following four out of seven variables,
there is no conflict between the two countries: health insurance (V23), old
age pensions (V24), housing subsidies (V29), and stipends for students
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(V28). Finally, according to Tabs la-b the most and the least serious
conflict domains are anywhere rather similar and thus point to a common
European political culture.

These surprising insights would not have been possible without the
computational turn in the social sciences. In general, the research method
of virtual encounter simulations profits in three ways from this digital turn:

a)

b)

Increased computational power: In the present work it was useful
for reordering the original monadic data records according to
random principles. The computational effort for this step increases
exponentially with the sample size.

Standardised data collection as an essential component of many
international survey projects like the International Social Survey
Programme (2023), the European Social Survey (2023), etc. Boero
(2015, chap. 2.1.2) considers such data as a general requirement for
computational social science. The use of the same questionnaires
enhances the international comparability of country data and was
for the present study an absolute must.

Big samples: For virtual encounter simulations they are essential for
partitioning the original data into subgroups, which can be joined
in dyadic datasets. However, in this respect, the data used in this
analysis were not ideal. Originally, the author wanted to compare the
Swiss Arc Lémanique with the French departments in the immediate
vicinity, i.e. Ain, Haute-Savoie, Jura, and Doubs. Due to the small
number of interviews of the ISSP-V in the latter regions, the author
had to abandon this research design and to use instead the national
data of the entire France.
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Data Appendix: Table 2

Regions, region-pairs Variables  Conflict +/- Error Mean +/- Error N1/N2
Switzerland V23 0.61 +/-.046 3.23 +/-.046 174/181
V24 0.61 +/-.048 3.20 +/-.047 178/183
V26 0.55 +/-.046 2.76 +/-.045 172/180
V27 0.75 +/-.052 2.72 +/-055 178/183
V28 0.49 +/-039 3.24 +/-.038 184/186

V29 0.72 +/-053 2.75 +/-052 174/181
V31 0.80 +/-.055 3.16 +/-.055 178/183
Arc Lémanique V23 0.63 +/-.044 3.25 4/-.045 186/187
V24 0.53 +/-.040 3.37 4/-.040 186/187
V26 0.56 +/-.045 2.88 4+/-.043 168/178
V27 0.72 +/-.047 2.96 +/-.057 170/179
V28 047 +/-037 3.36 +/-.037 186/187
V29 0.63 +/-.047 3.14 4/-.045 186/187
V31 0.69 +/-.042 342 4/-.050 180/184
France V23 0.66 +/-.046 3.53 +/-.046 180/184
V24 0.60 +/-.041 3.50 +/-.041 180/184
V26 0.82 +/-.058 2.82 4/-.058 167/177
V27 0.92 +/-.069 3.20 +/-.070 182/185

V28 0.65 +/-.050 3.46 +/-.047 174/181
V29 0.77 +/-057 3.19 +/-.054 168/178
V31 0.66 +/-.060 346 +/-.057 176/182

France — Switzerland V23 0.70 +/-.050 - 177/---
V24 0.65 +/-.045 - 179/---

V26 0.69 +/-.058 - 171/---

V27 1.10 +/-.057 - 180/---

V28 0.58 +/-.044 - 179/---

V29 0.77 +/-057 - 172/---

V31 0.81 +/-.056 - 177/---

France — Arc Lémanique V23 0.58 +/-.048 - 183/---
V24 0.55 +/-.041 - 183/---

V26 0.63 +/-.055 - 167/---

V27 0.95 +/-.055 - 176/---

V28 0.59 +/-.043 - 180/---
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Table 2, Continued

Regions, region-pairs Variables  Conflict +/- Error Mean +/- Error N1/N2
V29 0.71 +/-.048 - 177/

V31 0.70 +/-.055 -- 178/---

Switzerl’d — Arc Lémanique V23 0.62 +/-.047 - 180/---
V24 0.60 +/-.044 - 182/---

V26 0.59 +/-.049 - 171/

V27 0.76 +/-.060 - 174/---

V28 0.49 +/-.039 - 185/---

V29 0.72 +/-.052 - 180/---

V31 0.72 +/-057 - 179/---

Legend: N1 = Sample size of Conflict +/- Error. N2 = Sample size of Mean
+/- Error. For Switzerland, Arc Lémanique, and France: Col. Conflict = Intra-
region conflict and col. Mean = Region-specific mean-values of the respective
variables. For the pairs France — Switzerland, France — Arc Lémanique, and
Switzerl’d — Arc Lémanique: Col. Conflict = Inter-region conflict. By definition,
Mean does not exist.

Sources: Own calculations by the author, based on ISSP-V (2016). For variable
definitions and other details see section 3.



