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The Assimilation of Greeks in the
United States, by Evangelos C. Vlachos.
Athens, Greece: National Centre of Social
Research, 1968, 200 pp. $ 4.00.

First and Second Generation Greeksin
Chicago, by George A. Kourvetaris. Ath-
ens, Greece: National Centre of Social Re-
search, 1971, 111 pp. $ 5.00.

Family and Mobility among Second Gen-
eration Greek-Americans, by Nicholas
Tavuchis. Athens, Greece: National Cen-
tre of Social Research, 1972, 180 pp. $5.00.

In this the apparent Decade of the
Ethnic it is especially timely to review
these solid contributions to our knowledge
of the Greek experience in the United
States. For although the Greek community
in America is not especially large—a
reasonable guess would be about 1,000,000
Greek-born or Greek-descended Ameri-
cans—its relatively successful position
in American society makes it worthy of
some attention. Indeed, at the time of this
review, the Greek-American community
was embarked upon a «Thanks to Ameri-
ca» campaign in which funds collected
would be donated to non-Greek charities
as an expression of gratitude to the Amer-
ican nation!

All three of the monographs under re-
viewarebased onempirical data and groun-
ded in relevant theory. Collectively they
present a sociological portrait of an ethnic
group which seems to have maintained
particularistic modes of group and family
cohesion while also comfortably accom-
modating itself to the achievement stan-
dards of the larger bureaucratic society.
This almost self-congratulatory «best of
both worlds» adaptation may well be the
distinguishing quality of Greek-American
ethnicity.

Kourvetaris’ study is based on inter-
views with 46 first generation couples and
43 second generation couples residing in
the Chicago area. The generational frame-
work used by Kourvetaris highlights the
contrast between the two generations along
the following lines. The immigrant or
first generation finds its status within the
Greek ethnic community; consists predom-
inantly of restauranteers, tavern oper-
ators, and grocery owners; defines suc-
cess by amount of wealth accumulated;
and maintains its Greekness primarily
through preservation of the Greek lan-
guage. Conversely, the American-born or
second generation finds its status within
the larger American society; consists pre-
dominantly of white-collar employees and
professionals; defines success in terms of
life styles and sources of income; and
maintains its Greekness primarily through
participation in the Greek Orthodox
Church.

Vlachos introduces his study with a
wealth of migration and census data as

well as a concise review of the assimilation
literature. Even more than Kourvetaris’
sample, Vlachos’ study points to the occu-
pational concentration of Greek immi-
grants in eating and drinking establish-
ments (30 times the ratio of the popula-
tion at large). The core of the monograph,
however, is an intensive study of a small
Greek community—approximately 125
individuals in a middle-size Indiana city.
Briefly, Vlachos finds no evidence to sup-
port the hypothesis of a third-generation
ethnic renaissance. The third generation
is irrevocably American. Yet there is
developing within the third generation a
distinctive Greek-American culture which
is not tied to nostalgia for the immigrant
generation (as is the case with the second
generation) or the ways of the old country
(as is the case with the first generation).
Rather, the emergent Greek-American
culture is a new form of social identity
instrumentally used to separate oneself out
of the homogeneity of the mass society.

Tavuchis® findings directly contradict
those theorists of the family who regard
attenuation of kinship ties as an accompa-
niment of rapid urbanization and upward
mobility Based on fifty lengthy interviews
with upper-middle-class and second-gener-
ation Greek-American male household
heads in the New York-New Jersey area,
Tavuchis finds that, despite tremendous
status differences between the respondents
and their fathers and fathers-in-law, there
was a very high level of interaction be-
tween generations. In fact, one’s upward
mobility in the occupational structure
enhanced the prestige of the entire ex-
tended family network; siblings and in-
laws as well as parents. Moreover, as-
sistance rendered by relatives facilitated
the respondents’ upward mobility while
at the same time forging stronger bonds
between kinsmen.

Even though based on rather small-
sized samples, all three monographs have
obvious applicability to a broader under-
standing of the Greek community in the
United States. Kourvetaris® formulation
can serve as an ideal-type contrast be-
tween the first and second generations
viewing Greek-Americans from a national
perspective. Similarly, Vlachos’ findings
of a distinctive Greek-American culture
in a small community would appear to be
even more the case in the larger urban
centers with sizeable Greek-American
populations. And as Tavuchis’ documents,
a core element in Greek-American ethnic-
ity is a viable extended kinship system in
which marked intra-generational mobili-
ty actually strengthens cross-generational
family solidarity.

Although fully accomplishing their
authors’ intended goals, the three mono-
graphs are necessarily restricted in scope.
The totality of the Greek experience in
America requires a more comprehensive
structure in which the studies reviewed



here will be requisite components. Thus,
for example, the archetypical entreprenu-
rial role of the immigrant male should not
obscure the fact that tens of thousands of
Greek immigrants worked all of their lives
in railroad construction, textile factories,
packing houses, and steel mills. (In this
regard, see the definitive historical study
by Theodore Saloutos, The Greeks in the
United States, Harvard University Press,
1964.) The significance of the Greek im-
migrant mother on shaping Greek-Amer-
ican personality has never been adequate-
ly examined. There are still enough of
these robust women living to make this a
feasible study.

There have also been a series of devel-
opments on the comtemporary scene
which are having their effects on the nature
of Greek-American ethnicity. The rise
of low-cost charter flights between Amer-
ica and Greece further strengthen an
extended family system reaching from
urban America to the old-country village.
These same charter flights have also
contributed to a resurgence of Greek-
American voluntary organizations whose
membership is delimited by regional ori-
gins back in Greece. The current contro-
versy in the Greek Orthodox Church on
the use of English in the liturgy poses the
question as to whether the Church is to
remain a bastion of Greek ethnicity or
will evolve into an American Orthodox
Christian institution with a Greek flavor.
The antagonism of the liberal establish-
ment in the United States toward the cur-
rent Greek regime has probably led to a
heightened identification with the Greek
homeland among the Greek-American
population (a large majority of whom sup-
port the Athens government). Also to be
mentioned is the subtle impact on Greek-
American self-stereotypes caused by the
burgeoning of movies with Greek motifs.

Most important, the generational
framework adopted in the studies under
consideration may need modification to
account for the large influx of Greek im-
migrants in the past decade. A situation
has developed in which a new first genera-
tion Greek-American cohort now coexists
with like-aged second or third generation
Greek-Americans. One outcome of this
has been a tension between, on the one
hand, the «New Greeks», and on the other,
the older immigrants and their American
progeny. Even though the New Greeks
appear to be doing as well economically
as the previous wave of Greek immigrants,
they are derisively termed «D.P.’s» (from
Displaced Persons) by many of their
Greek-American predecessors. The estab-
lished community typically regards the
New Greeks as not giving sufficient sup-
port to existing Greek-American institu-
tions. For their part, the recent immi-
grants often find the Greek-American
community as neither truly Greek nor
really American.

The unanswered question, nevertheless,
is whether the New Greeks and their off-
spring will recapitulate the successful
adaptation of earlier Greek-Americans
along the dimensions outlined by Kourve-
taris, Vlachos, and Tavuchis. It is certainly
true that these case studies of Greek-
Americans are at odds with the currently
fashionable premise of degrading the pro-
mise and potential of American society.
It is also of more than passing interest
that each of the authors is himself a first
or second generation Greek-American
who acquired his sociology Ph. D. in Amer-
ica. At even more exalted levels, perhaps
Greek immigrant parents were overly
sanguine when they viewed their sons as
potential Presidents of these United
States—but-would you believe Vice-Pres-
ident?

Announcing

Journal of Political and Military Sociol-
ogy. AnlInternational and Interdiscipli-
nary Biannual Publication.

Journal of Political and Military Sociol-
ogy publishes articles in the fields of po-
litical sociology and the sociology of the
military. The Journal welcomes articles
of a theoretical, methodological, and em-
pirical nature. A unique feature of the
Journal is to encourage the publication
of scholarly articles dealing with vital is-
sues of values and/or issues of social and
political policy.

The major objective of the Journal is
to advance sociological knowledge in the
fields of political and military sociology
through the interdisciplinary and compar-
ative approaches. The Journal departs
from the conventional and academic orien-
tation of professional social science pub-
lications by also encouraging its practi-
tioners to address themselves to the vital
issues of our time in the areas of political
and military social policy throughout the
western and non-western world. A corol-
lary objective of the Journal is to foster
and develop more genuine professional
contacts and exchange of ideas and infor-
mation concerning significant research
developments in the fields of political and
military sociology.

The Journal will be published in Eng-
lish biannually in March and September.
Manuscripts should be submitted in trip-
licate and in acceptable form. Style in-
struction, editorial procedures, and poli-
cies in preparing manuscripts will be pro-
vided upon request by the Editor.

For further information, please contact:

George A. Kourvetaris, Ph. D., Editor,
Journal of Political and Military So-
ciology, c/o Department of Sociology,

Northern Illinois University, DeKalb,
Illinois 60115, USA.
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