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Biproypagiag e, TO Omoiov Snpo-
G1e0OHEV.
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As curious as it may sound, the civi-
lization of one third of Eurasia siill
awaits definition. Traditionally cut be-
tween the classical distinction of West
and East, the «cradle» of world civili~

zation which lies in a circle around East-~
ern  Mediterranean and more pre-
cisely around a fabulous city, Istanbul
(otherwise called Byzantium, Constanti-
nople, Polis, Tsargrad) has never been
presented by historians in its unity.
This «intermediary region» between West
and East, encompasses the Orthodox
Christian Slavs (including the Russians)
the Rumanians, Albanians, Greeks, Turks,
Jews, Arabs, Persians, that is from Bel-
grad in the West to the Indus River in
the East and from Arkhangelsk in the
North to Fthiopia in the South.

No textbook has ever been written
on the history of this Intermediary Re-
gion. The first important effort in this
direction was made however by L.S.
Stavrianos when, in 1958, Rinehart of
New York published his remarkable
The Balkans since 1453. This book en-
compasses only one part of the Inter-
mediary Region, the western quarter of
it, describing five centuries of its history.
At the same time a parallel effort was
made in French by a Lebanese historian
Jawad Boulos, published in five volumes
by Mouton of The Hague, under the
title Les peuples et les civilisations du
Proche Orient. But the ambition of this
work was so great that it made a failure
of the last volumes. With the exception
of Russia it tries to encompass the his-
tory of the whole Intermediary Region
from prehistoric times to the present
day. The book by Arnakis, the third
volume of which is still to be published,
also studies the whole area with the
exception again of Russia, but only
covers tne 19th and 20th centuries.

The absence of Russia is a great
mistake in a book like this which has the
ambition to help understand the unity
cf the Intermediary Region, because
of the great importance this people
played in the last millenium of the «in-
ternal» history of this area of civili-
zation. To present, as the author does,
the Russian State as an external factor
to the Eastern Question, on the same
level as England for instance, is a very
common mistake among historians which
prevents us once again from under-
standing the significance of the internal
struggle of the area, which has always been
the will of each one of the peoples of the
Intermediary Region to hold the sceptre
of its Oecumenical Empire in Istanbul.
Thus we fail to understand the process
by which an external power, England,
intervenes in the «civil war» going on
in the area for the succession of the
Istanbul throne and helps the Turks
maintain the throne by repelling both
the internal contender from the South
(the Arabs of Mohammed Ali) and the
internal contender from the North (the
Russians of Nicholas Ist.). It equally
fails to understand why so many prom-
inent Greeks continued their close



collaboration in Istanbul with the Ot-
toman Emperor, even after the making
of a small independent kingdom of Greece
in 1832. In fact it very much resembled
the present Canadian situation. As there
are French separatists in Quebec and
French federalists in Ottawa, in the
same way there were Greek separatists
in Athens and Greek «federalists» in
Istanbul, for ideological and not just
opportunistic reasons.

However the main value of this work,
which far exceeds its weaknesses, is that
for the first time it gives us a very clear
textbook of the last two centuries of the
history of nearly the whole of this area
of civilization lying in the middle of
Eurasia, it situates the Balkans in the
Near East where they really belong and
bans from its vocabulary the illogical
and confusing term of Middle East,
which only came into vogue at the out-
break of the Second World War. It
is highly desirable that in the near fu-
ture a synthetic history of the Inter-
mediary Region in modern times, in-
cluding Russia,be written from the «in-
side» and not from the Western angle.

The bibliography of both volumes is
not satisfactory. The once more repeat-
ed, although very weak, argument that
«for practical reasons» it was neces-
sary to limit it to works available in
English, does not save it from criticism
as useful books in English are not men-
tioned while others of highly doubtful
importance are brought in.

DIMITRI KITSIKIS, Ph. D.
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Al mepi idloktnoiag anoyeg &v tii &k-
xinoig kata Tolg tpeic mpdTOVG Gidd-
vog

“Exdootc Tlatplapyikod I8pduatog Tla-
tepik®V Meletdv, "Avirekta Blatddmv
13, Ocgoocalovikn 1972, o. 201, bmod
"Apypavdpitov Nektapiov Xattnuiydin.

Eig  xoAMtexviknv kol Alav  Emipe-
pednpévny Ekdooctv Ekvkrho@dpnce Te-
hevtaiog 1) Stdaktopikn Satpifry Tob
Tlavocioroytetatov m.N. Xatlnuiydin,
d1ddktopog Korvaovioroyiag tod Tlave-
motpiov t0d ZtpacPoipyov, Exovoa dg
Oépa : Al mepi idoktnoiag andyelg dv
i "ExkAnociq katd tovg Tpeic mpdrovg
aidvag. ‘H Siatpifry adtn Omeprndn eig
TV Oeoroyiknv Zyornv tod Iaveriotn-
u(pu Oecoahovikne kol évekpifn Opo-
ynowc.

‘H &pyacia mepiéxer npdhoyov, eloa-
Yoy kol o koplov pépoc, 10 dmoiov
elvar dimpnuévov elg T¥ocapa ke@drata.
ToO npdTov KeQIAarov Exel OC GvTIKEipE-
VOV HEAETNG TO KOLVOVIKOV TEPLYpPOpiLCL,
Onoc diepope®mbn Ttodto Katoémyv  Tiig
@ Anremdpldoems o0 onpitikod, EAAnvi-
GTIKoD Kol - POHUIKOD  TVEDpATOS €l 1O
OIKOVOUIKOV Kai KOWmVIKOV Ttediov Tiic
Ono gEétaoty meprodov. Eig 10 deitepov
keQdlatov O ocuyypagedg &&etalel TV
npoéhevoty Tiic idtoktoiag kai Tovs Tpo-
novg Grokthoedc te. Eig 10 tpitov ke-
oalatov yivetar Adyog mepl TV TPOT®V
APNOEMS TS GTOpIKfC Kol KOWV®VIKTG
idroxtnoiac. Eig 10 tétuptov ke@hAaiov
&peuvdvtal ol oxomol Ti¢ idloktnoiac.
Téhog, &v Empétpe kataPdiretal mpoo-
naBsie S v ovvtopov Beoroyiknyv
a&lordynoty tiic idtoktnoioc. Al gig v
YaAMKNV YADooav drodobeical chviopot
GKEYELS TOD MUVOGLOAOYIMTATOL GLYYPU-
0éoc, &ni Tod Bipatoc, Groteholv moAv-
TIHOTATNY GLUPOANV glc TRV YVdCLY AV
0pBodotay Grnoyewv én” adtod TAV £te-
POSOEDV %PIOTIAVAY EPELYNTHV.

‘H 6An épyacic Bgueliodtat éni tdV
Groyemv TV EKKANCLUGTIKOY TUTEPOV
xai ovyypugEnv Tijc vno éEftacty meplo-
dov, ympic mpoc TolTo va. Gyvocdvial Td
£0vika mhaicle &vtdg TV Omoiwv Eyev-
viibnoav kai aventoydnoav ai yplotiavi-
kxai kowvotntec. Al yproTiavikai Groyelg
nepl tiic dloktnoiac, ywpic vo amote-
AoV TV cuvicTapévny TdV EBVikdV i8edv
@V Emikpatovo®y Kote THV mEpiodov
ta0tny, O@ictovior  avopeiBoiemc TV
Enidpaciv TV SlopopeOcacul TEAMKOS
idtov oclotue Gvtipetonicens tob 6
potog avtod. ‘H dvagopa eic 10¢ i8éac
adtac Kol Gvrikfyelg mepi T idtokTn-
oiac Bonbel TOV cuyypugéa gl TV Kolv-
TEPAV KATAVONGLY TV YPIOTIUVIKDY TOl-
oUTOV kai TV 6dnYel eic Ty dwtinwcty
Tii¢ SlupoponoficEDS TMV.

Znualmaov &t gav N “‘Ayia l'pacpn xal
ovykekpipévag | Katviy Awbikn  aro-
TeAf) TV otobepav Paotv éni tijc Omoiac
ompiletar 1 Beoroyikny Gvdivolg €vog
0épatoc, Spoc adth N idia mapéxel ELd-
IGTO. GTOLYEID S10 TNV KOWMVIOAOYIKNV
Beperinoiv Tov. ToloutoTpONOC O EpELVN-
NS elvar Doy PEW®UEVOC Vi EpUNVEDoT T
@avopeve, &ni T Phoet @V dedopEvav
&k ¢ npdEewmc, kai va kaldbyn 8L adtiic,
70 Be@pnTiKOV KEVOV TO Omolov Vopiota-
Tat.

A T  BE0LOYLKO-KOIV@VIOAOYIKTIC
Bewpfoewc Tob Bénatoc, vopilopey 61t 6
TAVOG. CLYYPUQELS EmETuye TOD 6KOTOD
Tov kol ovvEBake peydrmc eic v émi-
GTNHOVIKTV Tpoay®yhv Tov. Toéoov 1 pé-
Bodog v Omoiav ypnoiponotel, Soov kai
6 TpoMog d16 Tod Omoiov Gvakvel T Emi
pépovg Oépata, avtomokpivovial €ic Tag
EMGTNHOVIKAS AnalTHGELG. XPpNoHonotel
8¢ mhovoiav EAAnvikny kol Eevoylocoov
Biprroypapiav.

Tevik®g 10 kOpla onpeio tiic Epyaciag
adtiic elvar ta &g ¢
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1. Awgdticic &ni tod mpoPifiuatog
tilc &uptioemc tdv mepl iStoktnoiag
anoyeov e "ExkkAnciac G’ vog pdv &k
TAV OIKOVOULKO-KOLVOVIK®Y GVTIAWEDV
@V dogdpay taemv Thic EAAnvoppopai-
kflc xowvoviac, @’ Etépov 8¢ £k Tiig ap-
%oiag EAANVIKTC KOWOVIKTS @1hocooiac.

II. Awe tijc mapovong perétng Oepe-
Aovtar &ni Tf) Pdost ¢ apyaiac ypt-
crlavmﬁg TapudOcE®S véa, KMuaE KpLen-
plﬁ)V N0k a&loloyncemg Tiic 1610Ktn-
oiac. Toviletal m.y. Ond 100 GLYYPUQEnS
(o. 117, 118) 1| dpoyévela tiic 6pBodoEon
TIVELHATIKOTNTOC Kol  Groppintetar 7
npoo@IANG €l TOLG &peuvntac ThG A-
cemC S1AKPLoLg EVIOADY Kai cupBovdéy
&v 11} meproxf Tiic Kowevikiic émoTnuo-
Loyiac.

III. “O ovyypagede déxetat bt Sév &yé-
veto Gvev Opov dextdc 6 Becpoc Tiig
idtokmoiag Ond tiic 'ExkAinciug 1dv
v mpdtov cibveov. ‘H idtoktnoic
#0eopnOn 0o tic "Fxkinociag @¢ ioto-
p1og Becpnoc Gotig Sbvatat va petafoiie-
Tal GvohOY®mS TV OlKOVOUIKO-KOIVOVI-
KOV avtuidyenv ékdotng Enoyiic. Kata
v Ono é€étaoty mepiodov 1) EkkAnclaoTi-
K7 mapddoots, &v GvtiBécel mpog Tovg
aipetikoie, kai &v mpokepéve tovg I'va-
GTIKOUS, TUPOVGIALETaL MG DIEPLAYOS TG
piepic idtokmoiag kol avtiBetog Tic
Kowvoktnpoobvne, dcov kal Tiig @mepio-
picTov adENceEms TOV DAKOV Ayaddv.

IV. Awa tiic ava xeipac épyaciog di-
katobtat 1 ebkopyia i "OpBodotov Ka-
Borikiic "ExkAnsiog Evavtt tob kowvm-
vikod mpofrfpatoc, fi droguyn dnlovott
onod 1ic "OpBodotioc Sratvmdoenc Kot-
voVik®V £yKukAhiov, Gc cvpfaivet gig Thv
AbGLY, TPOC GAVTIHETOTIGLY TOV AVaELO-
HEVOV KOLVOVIKGY Ttpofinudtav. ‘H "Op-
0080&0¢ *ExkAncia cvveyilovea v mo-
padooty 1fic "ExxAncioc 1@V tp1dv mph-
10V oldvev Beopel 10 KOVOVIKOV TTpo-
BAnua odyi dveEaptntov Tiic Pidoems Tod
nepl Tpradog §6ypotoc Kol Tob puotn-
piov tiic ‘Exkinciuc. "Obfev &éyetar O
TOVOG. GLYYPUQPELS TNV &k Tii¢ Tpradoro-
yiog 81a i ¢ "ExkAnoioloyioc popeonoin-
o tfic koveovioroyias. «H Biactc én-
Audn 1ob puonpiov tic *Exkinciog kai
obyl N perétn Tiic Kowveviag dnetédlet
10V Gxpoyaviaiov Aibov aventitems Tiic
APOTIAVIKTIC  KOwvovikiic mpofinpato-
royiac. “H avtibetoc @opd, 1 ékkAnocto-
loyie €k 1fic kowveviohoyiac, OmijpEev
dyvootog év T apyoic 'ExkAncio» (o.
178).

TIpokertot nepl pidc GUAOTIHOL TPOGTU-~
Beiag M Omoia &Eenlipwoe TOV GKOTOV
e kai ) 6moia dVvvatatl v xpnotpuedon
®¢ agetnpio. &' dAlag mupopoias &pyu-
cilug oltec dote vo 1€0f) | Pdoic dua
My Gvantgly piic Kowvevioroyiag tfic
motpovtikiic kol vo 8001 mhéov 10 ovv-
Onuo 81 TV avainyly pdc celpic pe-
AeTdV oyetik@y pé v Kowvevioloyiav
tfic Opnokeiog el v zbpav pog.
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