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As curious as it may sound, the civi-
lization of one third of Eurasia siill
awaits definition. Traditionally cut be-
tween the classical distinction of West
and East, the «cradle» of world civili~

zation which lies in a circle around East-
ern Mediterranean and more pre-
cisely around a fabulous city, Istanbul
(otherwise called Byzantium, Constanti-
nople, Polis, Tsargrad) has never been
presented by historians in its unity.
This «intermediary region» between West
and East, encompasses the Orthodox
Christian Slavs (including the Russians)
the Rumanians, Albanians, Greeks, Turks,
Jews, Arabs, Persians, that is from Bel-
grad in the West to the Indus River in
the East and from Arkhangelsk in the
North to Fthiopia in the South.

No textbook has ever been written
on the history of this Intermediary Re-
gion. The first important effort in this
direction was made however by L.S.
Stavrianos when, in 1958, Rinehart of
New York published his remarkable
The Balkans since 1453. This book en-
compasses only one part of the Inter-
mediary Region, the western quarter of
it, describing five centuries of its history.
At the same time a parallel effort was
made in French by a Lebanese historian
Jawad Boulos, published in five volumes
by Mouton of The Hague, under the
title Les peuples et les civilisations du
Proche Orient. But the ambition of this
work was so great that it made a failure
of the last volumes. With the exception
of Russia it tries to encompass the his-
tory of the whole Intermediary Region
from prehistoric times to the present
day. The book by Arnakis, the third
volume of which is still to be published,
also studies the whole area with the
exception again of Russia, but only
covers tne 19th and 20th centuries.

The absence of Russia is a great
mistake in a book like this which has the
ambition to help understand the unity
cf the Intermediary Region, because
of the great importance this people
played in the last millenium of the «in-
ternal» history of this area of civili-
zation. To present, as the author does,
the Russian State as an external factor
to the Eastern Question, on the same
level as England for instance, is a very
common mistake among historians which
prevents us once again from under-
standing the significance of the internal
struggle of the area, which has always been
the will of each one of the peoples of the
Intermediary Region to hold the sceptre
of its Oecumenical Empire in Istanbul.
Thus we fail to understand the process
by which an external power, England,
intervenes in the «civil war» going on
in the area for the succession of the
Istanbul throne and helps the Turks
maintain the throne by repelling both
the internal contender from the South
(the Arabs of Mohammed Ali) and the
internal contender from the North (the
Russians of Nicholas Ist.). It equally
fails to understand why so many prom-
inent Greeks continued their close



collaboration in Istanbul with the Ot-
toman Emperor, even after the making
of a small independent kingdom of Greece
in 1832. In fact it very much resembled
the present Canadian situation. As there
are French separatists in Quebec and
French federalists in Ottawa, in the
same way there were Greek separatists
in Athens and Greek «federalists» in
Istanbul, for ideological and not just
opportunistic reasons.

However the main value of this work,
which far exceeds its weaknesses, is that
for the first time it gives us a very clear
textbook of the last two centuries of the
history of nearly the whole of this area
of civilization lying in the middle of
Eurasia, it situates the Balkans in the
Near East where they really belong and
bans from its vocabulary the illogical
and confusing term of Middle East,
which only came into vogue at the out-
break of the Second World War. It
is highly desirable that in the near fu-
ture a synthetic history of the Inter-
mediary Region in modern times, in-
cluding Russia,be written from the «in-
side» and not from the Western angle.

The bibliography of both volumes is
not satisfactory. The once more repeat-
ed, although very weak, argument that
«for practical reasons» it was neces-
sary to limit it to works available in
English, does not save it from criticism
as useful books in English are not men-
tioned while others of highly doubtful
importance are brought in.

DIMITRI KITSIKIS, Ph. D.
Professeur agrégé d’Histoire a I'Uni-
versité d’'Ottawa.

Al nepi idoktnoiag anoyelg &v Tt éx-
xinoig kata tolg tpeic mpdTOVg Gidd-
vog

“Exdootc Tlatplapytkod [8pduatog Tla-
tepik®v Meletdv, "Avirekta Blotddmv
13, Ogocarovikn 1972, o. 201, onod
"Apypavdpitov Nektapiov Xattnuiydin.

Eig xoltexvikiv kol Alav  &mipe-
peANpEVNY EkSootv EKVKAOQGOPNCE  Te-
revtaing 1 ddaktopikn Statpifn Tob
Tlavocioroytetatov m.N. Xatinuydin,
d1ddktopog Korvaovioroyiag tod Tlave-
motnpiov 1ob ZtpacBoupyov, Exovca (g
Oépa : Al mepi idoktnoiag andyelg dv
i "ExkAnoiq katd tovg Tpeic mpdrovg
aidvag. ‘H Statpifiy adtn Omepandn eig
v Oeoroyiknyv Zyoriv tod Iaveriotn-
u[pu Oeccahovikne kol évekpifn Opo-
ynowe.

‘H &pyacia mepiéxer npdhoyov, eloa-
Yoy kol o koplov pépoc, 10 dmoiov
elvar dimpnuévov elg 1¥ocupa kePdrata.
To npdtov kepdrutov Exel OC GvTiKeipe-
VOV HEAETNG TO KOLVOVIKOV TEPLYpUpiLCL,
Snwg diepopedbn Ttolto KaTOMYV TG
LA emdphoems To0 oNUITIKol, EAAnvi-
GTIKOD Kol - POHUIKOD TVEDpaTOS €l 1O
olkOVOUIKOV Kai KOWVOVIKOV mediov Tiig
0no #Eétacty meptodov. Eig 10 Seitepov
kepdhatov O ovyypapevs &getalel v
npoéhevoty Tijc idlokoiag kai Tovs Tpo-
novg Groktnoede te. Elg 10 tpitov ke-
oalatov yivetar AOyog mepi TV TPOT®V
xpHoe®mc TH¢ GTopkfic kal KOW®VIKTG
idroktnoiac. Eig 10 tétuptov ke@hAaiov
&peuvdvtal ol okomoi ti¢ idloktnoiac.
Téhog, &v émpétpo kataPdiretal mpoo-
nafsie S1d v odvropov Oeoroyiknyv
atloroynotv tic idoktnoiac. Al eig v
yahMkny yAdooav arododeical chvropot
GKEYELS TOD TEVOGTIOLOYIWTATOL GLYYPU-
oéoc, &ni Tod Bipatoc, Groteholv moAv-
TIHOTATNYV GUUBOAYV €ig THV YVAGLY TV
OpBodoEmy Groyemv én’ adtod ThV £te-
POdOEDV YAPLGTIOVDY EPELVITAV.

‘H 6An épyacio Bgpeliobtar éni tdV
Groyemv TOV EKKANGLUCTIKOY TUTEPOV
Kxal cvyypagémv Tiic vnd EEEtucty meplo-
dov, ympic mpoc TolTo va Gyvocdvial Td
&0vika mhaiclo &vtog TV Omoiov Eyev-
vibnoay kai aventoydnocav ai yplotiavi-
kai kowvotntec. Al yploTiavikai Groyelg
nepl tiic idtoktnoiac, yopic va Grote-
AoV TV cuvicTapévny TdV EBViK®OV i8edv
v Emikpatovc®dy Kotd TV TEpiodov
ta0tny, O@ictoviol  avopeiBoimc TV
Enidpaciv t@V SlapOpEOCUCUL TEMKDS
idlov clotnua Gvtipetonicens tod 0&-
patog avtod. ‘H dvagopa eic to¢ idéuc
adtac Kol avrikfyels mepi Tic idtokTn-
oiac Bonbei TOV cvyypugéa i TV kulv-
TEPULV KATAVONGLY TMV %PIGTIUVIKDY TOl-
ovT®V kai OV 0dNyel eig v dutinooty
T1i¢ S1ePOPOTOINGEDS TOV.

):nual(maov &t gav N “Ayia Tpaon_ xal
ovykekpipévas | Kawvi Awdikn  aro-
TeAf) v otobepav Pacty éni tiic Omoiac
ompiletar f Beodoyikn Gvaivole €vog
0énatog, Spoc adth N idia napéxel ELd-
%16T0 GTOKEID B¢ TNV KOVOVIOALOYIKNY
Beperinoiv Tov. ToloutoTpOTOC O EpEVLVT-
TS elvar Doy pe®pEVOC va Epunvedon Ta
oowvopeve &ni T Pdoel @V dedopévav
£k tfic mpaeme, kai va kurdyn 8t adtiic,
10 Be@pnTikOV Kevov 10 Omoiov Voicta-
Tat.

Aw T BE0AOYLKO-KOIV@VIOLOYIKTIC
Bewpficems o Béuatoc, vopilopey 6t O
TOVOG. GULYYPUQELS EMETuye TOD GKOTOD
Tov kai cuvEBare peydrmg el v émi-
GTNHOVIKTV Tpoay®yfHv Tov. Toécov 1 pé-
Bodog v Omoiav ypnoiponotel, Soov kai
6 tpémog dia Tod Omoiov Gvaivel T Emi
pépovg Oépata, avtumokpivovial €ic Tag
EMGTNHOVIKAS GnalThoElg. XpNnotponotel
8¢ mhovoiav ELAnvikny kai Eevoyhmooov
Biprroypapiav.

Tevik®g 16 kOpla onpeio tiic Epyaciag
adtiig elvar ta E&T¢ :
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1. Awgdticic &ni tod mpoPifiuatog
tilc &uptioemc tdv mepl iStoktnoiag
anoyeov e "ExkkAnciac G’ voc pév &k
TAV OIKOVOULKO-KOIVOVIK®V GVIIAWEDV
@V dugdpay taemv Thic EAAnvoppopai-
kflc xowveviac, @’ Etépov 8¢ £k Tiig ap-
%oiag EAANVIKTC KOWQVIKTS @1hoco0iag.

II. Awe tiic mapodong perétne Oepe-
Mobtat &ni tfj Paocet iic apyaiag xpr-
o‘rla\'ncﬁg napadOce®s véa KATHOE KpLTn-
pm)v N0k aélo?.oynosmg Tiig 151oxm~
ciag. TovtCzw.l m.%. OO TOD GLYYPUOEDG
(. 117, 118) 1 dpoyévela tiic dpBoddEon
TVELHATIKOTNTOC Kol  Groppintetar 7
npoo@Ac el ToLG &peuvntac Thg A-
GemC S1AKPLOLS EVIOADY Kai cupBovdéy
&v 11} meproxf Tiic Kowevikiic émoTnuo-
royiac.

III. ‘O ovyypageds déxetat bt Sev &yé-
veto (vev Gpov dektdoc O Beopoc Tig
idtokmoiag Ono tiic ‘ExkAnciog 1dvV
eV TpOTOV oidvev. ‘H idtoktnoin
£0ewpnOn Omo tiic ‘ExkAnciag @¢ ioto-
p1cog Becpoc Sotig dbvatat va petafoiie-
ol GVorhOY®S TV OlKOVOUIKO-KOIV®VI-
KOV avtuidyenv ékdotg &noyfic. Kata
v Ono é€étacty mepiodov 1 EkkAnclacTi-
k7 mapddoots, &v GvtiBécel mpog Tovg
aipetikoic, kai &v mpokepéve tovg I'va-
OTIKOUS, TUPOVGALeETal MG DIEPLAYOS TTiG
puepic idtokmoiag kol GvtiBetog g
Kowvoktnpoodvine, dcov kol tiig dmepilo-
picTov adENcenc OV DAKOV dyaddv.

IV. Ala tiic ava xeipoac épyacioc di-
katodtatl N evkapyia tic "Ophoddtov Ka-
Boiikiic "ExxkAnsiac Evavit tod Kowve-
vikod mpofrnpatoc, i droguyn dniovott
0o T "OpBodoiog Sratvndocme Kot-
voVik®V £yKukAiov, Gc cvpfaivet glg Thv
Aboy, TPOG GAVTIUETONIGLY TOV AVEEQUO-
HEVOV KOLVOVIKGY Ttpofinudtev. ‘H "Op-
00630%0¢ "ExkAnocia cvveyilovou thv mo-
padooty 1fic "ExxAnciog 1@V tp1dv nph-
10V cldvev Bempel 10 KOVOVIKOV TTpo-
BAnua odyi dve&aptntov Tiic Pidoems Tob
nepl Tpradog §6ypotoc kol Tod pvotn-
piov tic ‘Exkinciuc. "Ofev &éyetar O
TMOVOG. oLYYPUPELS TNV &k T Tpradoro-
yiog 81 ti¢ "ExkAnoiloroyioc popeonoin-
o tfic kovevioroyias. «'H Biactg dn-
Audn 1ob puotnpiov tic *Exkinciog kai
obyl N perétn Tiic Kowveviag dnetédet
10V Gxpoyaviaiov Aibov avantifems Tiic
APOTIAVIKTIC  KOwv@VIKTiC mpoPAinuato-
royiac. “H avtibetoc @opd, 1 ékkAnocto-
loyie €k tfic kowveviohoyiac, OmijpEev
dyvootog &€v 1ij apyeic "Exkincio» (o.
178).

TIpokettat nepl pidc GIAOTIHOL TPOGTU~
Beiag M Omoia &Eeniipwoe TOV GKOMOV
¢ kai N 6moia dvvatatl v xpnotuedon
¢ agetnpio. 8 dAlag mapopoiag £pyu-
cilug ottwc dote vo 1€0f) N Pdoic dua
My avantoély pidc xowvavioroyiag Tic
motpovtikiic kol vo 8001 mhéov 10 oiv-
Onuo 81e TV avainyly pdc celpic pe-
AeTdV oyetik@y pg v Kowevioloyiay
tiic Opnokeivg i v zbpav pog.

A. TZANIMHZ

69



