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SHORT COMMUNICATION

First phenological data of the rose pest Homalorhynchites
hungaricus (Coleoptera: Rhynchitidae) in Greece

D.C. KONTODIMAS AND N.G. KAVALLIERATOS

Benaki Phytopathelogical Instifute, 8 Stefanou Delta str,
145 61 Kifissia, Attica, Greece, email: dckontodimas @hotmail.com

The rose curculio Homalorhynchites hunga-
ricus (Herbst, 1783) (=Rhynchites hungari-
cus,=Mechoris ungaricus, =Mecorhis unga-
ricus) (Coleoptera: Rhynchitidae) has been
recorded in Greece (Attica, May 2004) infest-
ing blooms of ornamental roses [Rosa sp.
(Rosaceae)]. This pest has also been recorded
in Bulgaria (Margina et al, 1999) and in Tur-

key (Acatay, 1970) causing serious damages
on oil-bearing roses (Rosa damascena Mill.
var. kazanlika and Rosa damascena Mill. var.
tringipetala  respectively). In Turkey the
subspecies H. hungaricus (Herbst) subsp.
marginicollis Schilskly seems to be more
important.

FIG. 1. Homalorhynchites hungaricus adults infesting ornamental roses and infestation in

young blooms.
Homalorhynchites hungaricus completes one
generation per year in Attica. The first adults
of the beetle (Fig. 1a, b) appear late April and
infest the rose blooms feeding on them. The
flight of H. hungaricus adults lasts until the
end of June. The female beetles bear often
more than one hole in the young blooms (Fig.
1 ¢) and lay one egg in each hole. The
development of the larvae takes place inside
the calyx and lasts 30 — 42 days. The pupation
of H. hungaricus takes place in the ground,
where the insect overwinters. The adults ap-

pear from late April to early May of the next
year.
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IpoTeg napoatnpioeig emi T powvoroyiag Tov gx0pov g
Tpravtopuriiaeg Homalorhynchites hungaricus (Coleoptera:
Rhynchitidae) otnv EALGoa.
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To Homalorhynchites hungaricus (Herbst, 1783) (=Rhynchites hungaricus, =Mechoris
ungaricus, =Mecorhis ungaricus) (Coleoptera: Rhynchitidae) Ppéfnke otmv Attua] to Mduo
0V étoug 2004 vo mpooPdAlel avln KaAAOMOTIKNG TptavTapuAlds [Rosa sp. (Rosaceae)]. O
exOpoc avtdg éxel emiong kataypopsi va mpooPliier kaAMépyeieg tpravtapuIliic Rosa
damascena Mill. var. tringipetala xon Rosa damascena Mill. var. kazanlika, ce Tovpxia ko
Boviyopia avtictoya. To H. hungaricus copmnpdver oty ATtiki pio yeved to ypovo kot 1
non tov akpaioy Tov Stpkel omd ta TéAN Anpiiiov fog ta téin lovviov. Ta BAea axpaio
TpUROVY TaL veapd Gvin oe meplocdTepa Tov evdg oneic apivovtag oe kabe om fva wd. H
avantudn TV Tpovuueav yivetal eviog Tov kéluka kon Swpkel 30 — 42 nuépec. H vippwon
tov H. hungaricus dapféver yopa oto £8upog, Omov Sloystildlel T0 £VTOHO, Kol 0AOKANpHVE-
Ton 6T0, TEAT) TOV Amplkion — apyés Maoiov tov emopévou étovg, ondte eppavifovian To svijhi-
K.
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