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AN UNPUBLISHED LETTER OF KORAIS

N SEARCH OF RELEVANT material for an exhibition of letters
I and documents related to the Balkans and Greece one particular
item attracted my attention. In the catalogue of the Diederichs
collection! in the University Library of Amsterdam I came upon a
letter attributed to one K. M. Koimas.? Being shown the original 1
was surprised to notice that the letter proved to be an autograph of
Adamantios Korais. I came to this conclusion by comparing the
handwriting with other letters and because Koimas stated categori-
cally that the letter was an ““idiograph” of Korais. Meanwhile it had
become clear to me that and why the collector and librarians had
wrongly attributed the letter to Koimas. They had mistaken the
ypsilon for an iota. The unknown Koimas was in fact the well-
known scholar Koumas.?

On February 22nd, 1823 the letter was forwarded by Korais to
the “Freres Ralli, negocians Grecs” in Vienna. From Korais using
the singular in his letter 1 conclude he was probably addressing
Theodoros Rallis.# This unpublished letter is all about the subserip-
tion of Korais planned editions of Plutarchs “Ethics” and “Politics™.?

1. H. M. Diederichs was a 19th century liberal newspaper owner and a pas-
sionate collector. After his death his son donated the collection to the Munici-
pality of Amsterdam in 1878. Later it was transferred to the library of Am-
sterdam University.

2. Under nr. 136 Al at the Handschriftenafdeling van de Zaal Kostbare
Werken in the Library of the University of Amsterdam.

3. Tt is unknown when and how Koumas got possession of the Korais letter.

4. As far as I know from the published correspondence Korais wrote his
first letter to Th. Rallis on December 9th, 1820 and his second on February
20th, 1821. See *Aiinioyoagia, ed. O.M.E.A., v. &, 1817-1822, Athens 1982,
nr. 883 xoi 890.

5. Korais separated from the “Ethics” five chapters which were purely
political.
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He urged Rallis and the other members of the Greek community in
Vienna to put their names on the subscription list. He pointed out
that two Russian officials in Paris had already ordered 40 and 20
copies respectively.® Furthermore he requested Rallis to make 200
or 300 reprints of the announcement of this forthcoming publications
and “sow them all over Germany”. If the printing could not be
done in Vienna, the Leipzig printers would do as an alternative.

In the letter under discussion he also stated that he had recently
sent the same announcement to Pantoleon Vlastos,” also in Vienna
and Pantaleimon Maurogordatos® in Triest. At the very same day
he wrote a reminder about the same subject to Jacobus Rotas.?
From both letters we may deduce that he felt miserable, mentally
and physically, because of the events in Greece, particularly those at
Chios and by the stupendous amount of work related to his publi-
cations.!?

[@eddwoog Padlxg] 22 Depo. 1823
[2@ike ovumaroiiTa,

[Bllazoidog, Tijg dmolag ai armoocddxnyTOL CVUFOAL EQPaouUdxEVTAY TAG TE-
revralag Nuéoag tijs Lwtjs pov. Edd wdewouéy[ny] pré|*mes mpoxjovéw,
Ty omolay émevénoar ol 0Vo pov @ilol, 6 UETAPEATTYG xal 0 TVROYOdPOS,
&ailovres am’ adTiy mroay saonyooilar]|® O doove 1@ cvumTaTEIOTAY
_ doTéomoey 1) oxinoa Thyn Syt udvoy Ty matpida, aAla xal adra T wRoG
Lompy avayxala.

8 1100 GAiyeww fueopdv iy éoteida xal adrod mpos Tov Bi(aotov) xal eig
6. The Russian officials were Prince Labadoff and Count Orloff. See A4~
Jnloyoagla, v. 5, 1823-1826, Athens 1983, nr. 968.

7. Korais wrote many letters to members of the Vlastos family, who
originated from Chios like himself. In this case it was certainly Pantoleon
Vlastos.

8. I deduced this surname and Christian name from other letters in the
*A2inioypagpia. In the published correspondence letters to Maurogordatos are
absent.

9. The learned merchant with whom Korais corresponded frequently. See
*AlAnyloyoagla, ... nr. 968.

10. The phrase ITo)idv Aéywv dyyastewpévog elpat refers most probably
to the dialogue Ilegl t@v &anvixdv ovugepévzov printed as a preface in the
publication of Plutarchs ““Politics”.
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Teoyéorny mpoc tov II. Mavgoy(opddrov). Tdhoa iy xowomod &ig 6-
Aovs oag, 0ua|” va gpovticere modTov va méupere mEOS TOY TVOYEAPOY TC.
ovduard cas zafeic xdv 0 & odua tdv  Hbu(dv) =al & vév Hok-
ot > 1 '3 8 \ ~ LI O | ~ ~
T(1x@v). " Emedn) uéirovr|® va romwlidor to dvduara Ty cvvdgountdw,
dromov elvar va uy gavdor o idd cag. "Edd cvvdyovrar xabnuéoay
L% ’ A \ ’ 9 - /7 k4 o - \ \ 3 4
vmoyoapal. dwa 40 ¢o|°uara éndijowaey ijon &vag and Tods Emorpovs
3 ~ c ’ c & \ ¥ \ / AJ \
€6 eboronouévovs “Pdoovg, xal dAdog dua 20. Aebrepov v Ty xowomot-
7110 \ \ \ > -~ ’ T ~ 1 ) ~ ’
1[¥oete xal mpos Tovs alloyeveis pidovs gas. Todro dua va yevi] yoijyo-
oa, obupepe va Tvmdoere dnapdilaxta 200 7 300 magduowa,|t va Td
oneigete eic Gl iy Teguaviav. “Av adrot 0dv cvyyweitar 6 timog,
etiwodov elvar va Ballij tdvopa tijs Aewplas, 7 xal va toaom|20bow elg
avty iy Aewpiar.
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Facsimile of Korais’s letter.
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[3I10shiv Adyow épyactomuévos eipar, AAL" 1) advvauia uov Oy ué ovy-

y ot v Tovs yewijown. To Elawoy 1ot Miypov ijs LowijsMuov épdgace xai

711 ’ \ / 3 3 \ 1 b1 b € - ’ \ hy- \ \

dAdo véov va yico eis adrov oév Eyw. Eibe 1) Lonj gov va fpar xal paxoa
v s s ,Ea \ ’ e K

zai edtvyis! Eis Tac mo(ootayds). 6 K.

|9 In front of #vac deleted o.| 10 In front of 300 deleted 2.

In the handwriting of K. M. Koumas: i8t6ypxgov 705 Kopad, K. M. Kobuac.

In other handwriting: K. M. Koimas and Koimas.

On the frontside the addressees: “Messieurs, Messieurs Fréres Ralli, négo-
cians Grecs, a Vienne en Autriche”, different calculations and different
stamps of the French postal service.

D. KOSTER
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