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EARLY MODERN GREEK PRINTED BOOKS IN THE
LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH SCHOOL AT ATHENS

Some forty years ago the historian and journalist William
Miller pointed out the considerable resources for the study of
the history of modern Greece available in the library of the Bri-
tish School at Athens!. Most of this material originally formed
part of the library of the Scottish philhellene and historian Geor-
ge Finlay, and has been in the possession of the British School
since 1899. Miller’s article provides an excellent survey of the
available material, with an appendix listing Finlay’s remarkable
collection of early Greek newspapers, but as was to be expected
in a survey of this sort he did not go into any great detail in dis-
cussing Finlay’s remarkable collection of early Greek printed
books and pamphlets2. Recent years, however, have witnessed
a growing interest in the bibliographical history of Greece during
the crucial two decades before the outbreak of the Revolution
in 1821, during the Revolutionary period itself, and during the
early years of the independent Greek state. Fundamental to
bibliographical studies of this period is Ghinis and Mexas’ monu-
mental ‘Exvixn BuBlhoypagia 1800-1863. Several lists of ad-
ditions to this work have been published in the «O ’Epavisthon
in the short time since it began publication3. While some of the
British School’s holdings in the period 1860-1863 are listed in
Ghinis-Mexas, under the indication AAX, by no means all its
holdings are noted, and the purpose of this article is to give a
fuller picture of the School’s library and to list a small number

1. W. Miller, The Finlay Library,
The Annual of the British School
at Athens, XXVI, 1923-25, pp. 44-66.
Cf. also the same author’s George
Finlay as a Journalist and The
Journals of Finlay and Jarvis, En-
glish Historical Review, XXXIX,1924%,

Pp.552-567and XLI,1926,pp. 514-525.

2. W. Miller, The Finlay Library,
pp. 48-49.

3. See ‘O ’Epoaviotng, I, 1963, 51-
55, 243-265, I1, 1964, 127-134, 247-
253, III, 1965, 12-26, 110-124, 199~
214, 249-270, IV, 1966, 171-190.
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of works which do not seem to have been recorded to date. Such
an account as this must be highly selective, but may perhaps
give a better idea of the richness of the library’s holdings.

The basis of the Finlay library, in which most but not all
of the works were originally in Finlay’s possession, is a very rich
collection of Levantine travels, together with many of the sour-
ces Finlay utilised for his pioneer historical researches. Also
included are a number of bibliographical treasures such as a
complete copy of the very rare edilio princeps of Pausanias,
edited by Markos Mousouros, and published by Aldus in Venice
in 15164, But our concern here is with modern Greek printed
books. Relatively few modern Greek books printed in the pre-
Revolutionary period, that is before Finlay’s arrival in Greece,
are to be found in the library. Worth noting, however, are a
fine copy of Korais’ translation of the Italian jurist Beccaria’s
Dei delitti e delle pene, Ilepl Guaptnudteoy xal Towdy, TOMTIXGG
Ozwpovpévay.... (Paris, 1802); the two volumes of the 2Zuviioyie
Ty &v gmtou]) Totc moAwl yewypagpnbévrwv ... (Vienna 1807-8);
a fine set of Korais edition of Strabo’s geographical works (Xrpd-
Bwvoc yewypapixdy PP Emtoxaidexa... (4 vols., Paris 1815-19);
the 1816 Vienna edition of Moliére’'s L~ Avare, ‘O ®undpyvpoc,
translated by Konstantinos Oikonomos, and in excellent con-
dition, a set of four of Panayiotis Kodrikas’ pamphlets, Obser-
vations sur 1’ opinion de quelques hellénistes touchant le Grec
moderne (Paris An XII (1803)), Mémotire explicatif sur un passage
ancien conservé par Hygin... (Paris 1812), Remarques politiques
sur la cause des Grecs (Paris 1822), and Lettre Messénienne sur
Uintervention des puissances allides dans les affaires de la Gréce
(Paris 1824)2.

It is, however, in the collection of works printed in towns
such as Mesolonghi, Nafplion and Aigina during the Greek War
of Independence that the Finlay collection excels. These works
were among the first to be printed on Greek soil, and are conse-
quently for the most part extremely rare. The library unfortu-
nately does not appear to contain any hitherto unrecorded im-

1. Venetiis in aedibus Aldi, et 2. The library of the British
Andreae soceri mense iulio. M.D. School contains two copies of this
XVIL last work.
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prints of the revolutionary period, but it does contain several
items whose existence is recorded in only one or two other copies,
while it is noteworthy that they are almost all in excellent con-
dition having remained in the same collection from within a
very short time of publication. The earliest of these Greek im-
prints of the revolutionary period in the library appears to be
the tract written by Lord Byron’s doctor, Francesco Bruno,
Cenni sut mezzi piu atti a mantenere sani i Soldati in Campagna
ed in Guernigione... Ilepl t@v péowv TGV mpocpuestépwy cig TV
Suxtnpnow tic byslag TV oTpaTiwT@Y, xatd T& oTpaTéMESH Al TAG
ppovpds...  printed in Mesolonghi in 1824.1 Another very rare
Mesolonghi imprint of the same period is Athanasios Polyzoidis’
Ocwplo yevixy wepl T@V Stapbpwv SLonTindy cusTyudTov... (1825),
printed at the same press as Bruno’s tract, that of Dimitrios
Mestheneos. Also from the same press is a good copy of the rather
less rare edition by G. Grassetti of Solomos’ “Yuvog elc Thv &ieu-
Ocpiav... Imno alla liberta... (1825). Rather later we find a copy
of the extremely rare pamphlet ‘Exta minyal oyt (sic) ‘Exnddoc.
Eig émra dwhéyovs Siywe P& written by S(pyridon) B(alettas)
and printed in 1827, with no indication of the place of publication.
Pencilled on the title page of the British School copy, however, is
the manuscript note, érund0y &v Nowmiie Sméd *Epp. *Avroviddou.
This is a plausible place of publication and printer, although I
know of no other examples from the press of Emmanuel Antoniadis
at Nafplion from so early a date. Antoniadis was certainly prin-
ting in Nafplion by 1830, among his output being the periodical
‘H "Hog, P.S. Omiridis’ Zuvortixy) iotopta tév toiév voutindy vi-
owv “Y3pag Ilerodv xal Wopdv... (1831),2 and the Greek transla-
tion of M.A. Lagrange’ s ’Apfuntiny otoiyerddne émmubnpévny pé
mpofMuarte.... (1834). By 1835 Antoniadis seems to have moved
his press to Athens, for it was at his press there that M. Chour-
mouzis’ play ‘O Aempévtre was printed in 1835.3 Whether or not

1. Cf. W. Miller, The

Finlay (no. 2537), and also its copy of the

Library, p. 48.

2. Of which a copy exists in
the British School.

3. Ghinis-Mexas note the Bri-
tish School’s copy of this work

‘O SmdAimrog published in Athnes
a year later in 1836 (no. 2694). They
did not note the School’s copy of
the same author’s ‘O tuyodidxtng
published in Athens in 1835. These
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this note gives us the correct place of publication and printer,
it should be noted that this copy of the rather crudely printed
‘Enta mpyed tic “EAMdSoc is in excellent condition, certainly better
preserved that what is apparently the only other known copy,
that now in the Gennadeion. The work is of great historical inte-
rest, and Miller himself took note of this curious dialogue of 1827
on the «The Seven Plagues of Greece»: «The Hodjabashis»,
the «Wallachian Dukes» (the Roumanian Phanariotes), «the
flatterers», «the mania for titles», «the guineas», «the ambitionsy,
and the «still chained press».! Two examples of Aigina imprints,
both dated 1828, will perhaps suffice to round off our sketch
of the library’ s holdings in this important field of Greek printing
of the revolutionary era. These are an excellent copy of Georgios
Athanasiou’ s Ilepl doehetoug %ol éxtdoews TGV TOMTIXGY ETLoTRUEY. ..
and a copy of the rare edition of Georgios Serouios’ T§j centi owid
7ol peyahwviuov xal peyarodéfov Messoroyyiov.

With the gaining of Greek independence and the consequent
need for the setting up of the machinery of government after the
troubled years of the war of independence, the activities of Greek
printers of course proliferated. It is not possible here to give
more than a brief sketch, indicating some of the highlights of the
material available in the library for the political, social and cul-
tural history of the first two or three decades of the newly inde-
pendent Greek state. Not included in Miller’s list of the library’s
holdings of early Greek newspapers are five numbers of the very
interesting weekly periodical, ‘H *Heqg. Zdyypappe meprodindy 2udi-
dopévov dmag g EBSopddoc, whose existence was apparently very
brief.2 The library’s copies are numbered No. 9, 23 August
1830 to No. 14, 27 September 1830 and, curiously, their pages
are numbered continuously from 1 to 48. Among the more out-
standing examples of the library’s holdings during this period
are fine copies of Antonios Miaoulis’ Zuvortind) totopia Tév dmeo e
érevbeplag Tig dvaryevwnlsions “EdAdSoc yevouévey vavpayidy Sk tév

three examples of Chourmouzis’ work, p. 49.

bound together in one volume, are 2. CGf. D.S. Ghinis, Katdhoyog ér-
noteworthy for their particularly Anviév 2pnpeplSov xal  mepLoSinéy
fine condition. 1811-1863, 2nd ed. 1967, p. 9 no.

1. W. Miller, The Finlay Library, 228.
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mAotwy - T@v TpLdy vhcwv “Ydpag, lletodv xali Wapbv..... printed
at the press of Constantine Tombras of Kydonies in Nafplion in
1833,' and the same author’ s ‘Ymbpvnua mepl THg vijoouv “Ydpas.
PATtd oV xonpdy %0’ 8y Exatonln Ewg mepl Ta 1821 (Munich 1834).
The official publications of the newly created state are re-
presented in good copies of the *Opyavicpoc té@v Suwastnpiev xal
ovpforaoypagwy, Gerichis- und Notariats-Ordnung (Beilage zu
Nro. 13 des Regierungsblattes); the ITowueh Sucovopto (Ilapdprnua
7ob 16 &pbuod tic *Eemueptdoc), Gesetzbuch ueber das Straf-Ver-
fahren (Beilage zu Nro. 16 des Regieru(n)gsblattes) and the Ilo-
nried) Sucovopto (Ilapdprnua ol 22 dpibuob =g *Egnucpidos), Ge-
zetsbuch weber das Civil-Verfahren (Beilage zu Nr. 22 des Re-
gierungsblattes), all printed in Nafplion in 1834. An almost random
search of the shelves reveals good copies of G. Psyllas’ *Emiropy
Aekuod TG mahords EANMVIXTG YAweong... (Athens 1836), A.A., Zul-
royh ENpVIGY  pwolnudtev.... Tpds ypfiow TéV omovdalévrwy TV
gpyatoay ENMviiy YAGGoay veavidwy (Athens 1840) and a really
fine copy of the very rare ‘H vicog tév Ileroév by II.LK. and prin-
ted in 1850. Another very interesting work of this period is a copy
of the pamphlet listed in Ghinis-Mexas as Ilept tob 871 6 A. Xpnori-
3ng dtv #yeL 1o yepovslasTixa mposévrta, Which they had not seen.
This has recently been identified by E. Moschonas as the *Amavyoug
(1845)2 written in answer to the pamphlet Ilepi 708 I'evixol Iporp-
patéws tob “Extereotixob. I also list here two titles now in the
British School library which have not been included in Ghinis -
Mexas’ bibliography or in the various supplements to it:

* A659.-Zupepopd xal Alypoiwcia Mwpéwsg otiyoloyndeica
nood Mdvidov "Iwdvvov tob 8 *lwavvivwv pe mooohixny dAlwv dtio-
Loyov dnodécewv xal dgiepwdeioa T@ Eviipwtdte xal edyevel xvoi
*Lodvvy Anuntoiov. Ev Bevetia. ITaga Nuwordo [Muxel 1@ &€ "loav-
vivov. 1829.

Small 8vo. p. 120 B.S.A. P.7.80. For earlier editions of this work, see
Ghinis-Mexas, nos, 38,233,433,830 and 1277.

1. Unfortunately I have been lik) in 1820-21.
unable to find within the library 2. E. Moschonas, ‘ExAnvixh, Bi-
any copies of the very rare editions Bloypapbx 1800-1863. AwopBdoeig xol
which Tombras printed at his newly- ocvumhnpdoeg, «'O ’Epaviotrey, III,
established press in Kydonies (Ayva- 1965, 16.
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* A660.-AdTooyxédiog Abyog, ixpovndeic el v xndelav tod
paxagitov Anuntoiov Mavgoxooddrov *latpo®, xai taxtinod xadnyn-
©od tijg lutowxiis oyolils Ev 1@ [Mavemompely "O%wvog, trd 1ot Kady-
yntod tijg Oeoloylag, *Apyin. Micand *Amostoiidov.

8vo. p. 9 B.S.A. P. 6.22

Such then is a brief outline of the library’ s holdings in the
field of early Greek printed books, although it should be stressed
once more that the picture presented is only a very small part
of the library’ s actual resources in this field. It is perhaps worth
noting very briefly in passing, again as a sign-post, a number of
rare tracts and books on the revolutionary period which may not
be widely known. Among these are Die Thirken und Griechen wie
sie gegenwdrtig sind. Historisch-statistisch beschreiben von einem
Augenzeugen (Leipzig 1821) ; Sereno Edwards Dwight’ s The
Greek Revolution. An address, delivered in Park Street Church,
Boston, on Thursday, April 1, and repeated at the request of the
Greek Commitiee, in the Old South Church, on the evening of
April 14, 1824 (2nd. ed., Boston 1824) ; three issues of the Weekly
Register of the English radical, William Cobbett, for November
11 and 18 and December 2 1826, containing three interesting
articles entitled The Greek Pie; Count Alerino Palma’ s A Summary
Account of the Steam Boats for Lord Cochrane’s Expedition;
with some words upon the two frigates ordered at New York for
the service of Greece (London 1826) ; E. Blaquiere, Greece aud
her claims (London 1826) ; the Rev. Gregory T. Bedell’ s The
Cause of the Greeks. A Discourse, delivered in St. Paul’s Church,
on the evening of February 26, 1827, at the request of the Com-
miltee for the Relief of the Greeks (Philadelphia 1827) : Darstel-
lung der Seeschlacht von Navarin und der unmittelbar vorherge-
gangenen Begebenheilen (2nd. ed., Karlsruhe 1828) ; a pamphlet
entitled A wvoice from Greece, in appeal lo the sympathies and
charities of America, published by order of the New-York Greel:
Committee (1828) ; Friedrich Miiller’s Denkwirdigkeiten aus
Griechenland in den Jahren 1827 und 1828, besonders in mili-
tdarischer Beziehung... (Paris 1833) and George Finlay’s anno-
tated copy of Georg Ludwig von Maurer’s Das griechische Volk
in Offentlicher, kirchlicher und privatrechitlicher Beziehung wvor
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wnd nachdem Freiheitskampfe bis zum 31. Juli 1834 (Heidelberg
1835).

The above brief account has indicated, it is hoped, something
of the nature of the British School library’ s holdings of printed
material in Greek bearing on the history of Greece in the early
modern period. Of course in a brief article of this kind only a frac-
tion of the library’ s holdings can be mentioned, but those titles
that have been listed will perhaps whet the appetite of those con-
cerned with the bibliographical and general history of this period.

Richard Clogg
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