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Η ΕΥΛΙΜΕΝΗ ε
ναι �
α επιστη�ονικ� περιοδικ� �κδοση που περιλα�β�νει �ελ�τε� στην Κλασικ� Αρχαιολογ
α, την 

Επιγραφικ�, τη Νο�ισ�ατικ� και την Παπυρολογ
α εστι�ζοντα� στον Ελληνικ& και Ρω�αϊκ& κ&σ�ο τη� Μεσογε
ου απ& 

την Υστερο�ινωϊκ� / Υπο�ινωϊκ� / Μυκηναϊκ� εποχ� (12ο� / 11ο� αι. π.Χ.) �ω� και την 1στερη αρχαι&τητα (5ο� / 6ο� αι. �.Χ). 

Η ΕΥΛΙΜΕΝΗ περιλα�β�νει επ
ση� �ελ�τε� στην Ανθρωπολογ
α, Παλαιοδη�ογραφ
α, Παλαιοπεριβ�λλον, 

Παλαιοβοτανολογ
α, Ζωοαρχαιολογ
α, Αρχα
α Οικονο�
α και Ιστορ
α των Επιστη�7ν, εφ&σον αυτ�� ε�π
πτουν στα 

προαναφερθ�ντα γεωγραφικ� και χρονικ� &ρια. Ευρ1τερε� �ελ�τε� στην Κλασικ� Φιλολογ
α και Αρχα
α Ιστορ
α θα 

γ
νονται δεκτ��, εφ&σον συνδ�ονται ��εσα �ε �
α απ& τι� παραπ�νω επιστ��ε�. 

 

Παρακαλο1νται οι συγγραφε
� να λα�β�νουν υπ&ψη του� τι� παρακ�τω οδηγ
ε�: 

1. Οι εργασ
ε� υποβ�λλονται στην Ελληνικ�, Αγγλικ�, Γερ�ανικ�, Γαλλικ� � Ιταλικ� γλ7σσα. Κ�θε εργασ
α 

συνοδε1εται απ& �ια περ
ληψη περ
που 250 λ�ξεων σε γλ7σσα �λλη απ& εκε
νη τη� εργασ
α�. 

2. Συντο�ογραφ
ε� δεκτ�� σ1�φωνα �ε το American Journal of Archaeology, Numismatic Literature, J.F. Oates et 

al., Checklist of Editions of Greek and Latin Papyri, Ostraca and Tablets, ASP. 

3. Τα γρα��ικ� σχ�δια γ
νονται �ε �α1ρο �ελ�νι σε καλ�� ποι&τητα� χαρτ
 �ε ξεκ�θαρου� χαρακτ�ρε�, 

7στε να επιδ�χονται σ�
κρυνση. Οι φωτογραφ
ε� ε
ναι ασπρ&�αυρε�, τυπω��νε� σε γυαλιστερ& χαρτ
. Hλα τα 

εικονογραφικ� στοιχε
α ε
ναι αριθ�η��να σε απλ� σειρ�. 

4. Οι εργασ
ε� στ�λνονται σε δ1ο εκτυπω��να αντ
τυπα συνοδευ&�ενα απ& το κε
�ενο σε δισκ�τα 

ηλεκτρονικο1 υπολογιστ�. 

Ε
ναι υποχρ�ωση του κ�θε συγγραφ�α να εξασφαλ
ζει γραπτ� �δεια για την αναπαραγωγ� υλικο1 που �χει 

δη�οσιευτε
 αλλο1 � ε
ναι αδη�οσ
ευτο. 

Οι συγγραφε
� θα λα�β�νουν δ�κα αν�τυπα και �ναν τ&�ο του περιοδικο1. Επιπλ�ον αν�τυπα θα �πορο1ν να 

αγοραστο1ν. 

Συνδρο��� – Συνεργασ
ε� – Πληροφορ
ε�: 

Μεσογειακ� Αρχαιολογικ� Εταιρε
α, Π. Μανουσ�κη 5 – Β. Χ�λη 8, Ρ�θυ�νο – GR 74100 

∆ρ. Ν
κο� Λ
τινα�, Πανεπιστ��ιο Κρ�τη�, Τ���α Φιλολογ
α�, Ρ�θυ�νο – GR 74100 

∆ρ. Μαν&λη� Ι. Στεφαν�κη�, Καλ1βε� – Αποκορ7νου, Χανι� – GR 73003 

 

EULIMENE is a referred academic periodical which contains studies in Classical Archaeology, Epigraphy, 

Numismatics, and Papyrology, with particular interest in the Greek and Roman Mediterranean world. The time span 

covered by EULIMENE runs from the Late Minoan / Sub Minoan / Mycenean period (12th / 11th cent. BC) through to the 

late Antiquity (5th / 6th cent. AD). 

EULIMENE will also welcome studies on anthropology, palaiodemography, palaio–environmental, botanical and 

faunal archaeology, the ancient economy and the history of science, so long as they conform to the geographical and 

chronological boundaries noted. Broader studies on Classics or Ancient History will be welcome, though they should be 

strictly linked with one or more of the areas mentioned above. 

It will be very much appreciated if contributors consider the following guidelines: 

1. Contributions should be in either of the following languages: Greek, English, German, French or Italian. 

Each paper should be accompanied by a summary of about 250 words in one of the above languages, other than that of 

the paper. 

2. Accepted abbreviations are those of American Journal of Archaeology, Numismatic Literature, J.F. Oates et al., 

Checklist of Editions of Greek and Latin Papyri, Ostraca and Tablets, ASP. 

3. Line drawings should be in black ink on good quality paper with clear lettering, suitable for reduction. 

Photographs should be glossy black–and–white prints. All illustrations should be numbered in a single sequence. 

4. Please send two hard copies of your text and one version on computer disc. 

It is the author’s responsibility to obtain written permission to quote or reproduce material which has appeared in 

another publication or is still unpublished. 

Ten offprints of each paper, and a volume of the journal will be provided to the contributors free of charge. 

Additional offprints may be purchased. 

Subscriptions – Contributions – Information: 

Mediterranean Archaeological Society, P. Manousaki 5 – V. Chali 8, Rethymno – GR 74100 

Dr. Nikos Litinas, University of Crete, Department of Philology, Rethymno – GR 74100 

Dr. Manolis I. Stefanakis, Kalives – Apokoronou, Chania – GR 73003 

web : http://www.phl.uoc.gr/eulimene/ 

mail : eulimene@mail.com 



 5

 

Περιεχ��ενα 

ΕΥΛΙΜΕΝΗ 4 (2003) 

 

List of contents 

ΕULIMENE 4 (2003) 
 

 

Περιλ�ψει� / Summaries / Zusammenfassungen / Sommaires / Riassunti ...................  5 

 

Frédéric Davidovits, Circiter tertia parte ponderis (Vitruve II, 5)........................................  9 

 

Christina de Domingo - Alan Johnston, A petrographic and chemical study  

 of east Greek and other archaic transport amphorae ....................................  27 

 

Dimitris Paleothodoros, The Pithos painter………………………………………………..61 

 

Nicholas Victor Sekunda, The stele of Thersagoras of  

 Polyrrhenia from Demetrias .........................................................................  77 

 

Β=λη ΑποστολDκου «…ΚΑΙ ΛΑΤΟΣ ΓΑΡ ΕΝΕΓΚΑΤΟ ΤΟΝ∆Ε …» L Λατ)ων 

Προσωπογραφ)α ...........................................................................................  81 

 

ΠαHλο� ΧρυσοστJKου, Συνεισφορ�� σε λατρε)ε� θεοτLτων και ηρEων  

 απH την Βοττια)α και την Πιερ)α τη� Μακεδον)α�....................................  135 

 

Georgia Alexopoulou, Dimitra Tsangari, Deux trésors hellénistiques  

 de Psélalonia de Patras................................................................................  153 

 

Nahum Cohen , A customshouse receipt ......................................................................  163 

 

Despina Iosif, Caesar the warrior versus Jesus the peacemaker?................................  167 

 

Chryssi Bourbou, A survey of neoplastic diseases in ancient  

 and medieval Greek populations................................................................  181 

 

Stelios Psaroudakes, Archaeomusicology and Ethnomusicology  

     in dialogue…………………………...…………………………………………. 189



 

6

Περιλ'ψει) / Summaries / Zusammenfassungen / 

Sommaires / Riassunti 
 

 

Frédéric Davidovits, Circiter tertia parte ponderis (Vitruve 2, 5), l’existence d’une chaux 

hydraulique dans l’architecture romaine, ΕΥΛΙΜΕΝΗ 4 (2003), 9-25 

 

Circiter tertia parte ponderis (Vitruve 2, 5), the existence of an hydraulic lime in the Roman architecture. In 

his treaty on architecture, Vitruve (2, 5) explains how to make lime from a particular limestone. In 2, 5, 

3, he indicates that during lime calcination, the limestone lost a third of its weight [circiter tertia parte 

ponderis]. One deducts that the original limestone contains 20% of silicates and the lime thus obtained is 

of medium hydraulicity. Vitruve recommends for the construction of walls to use a lime made from a 

compact and rather hard siliceous limestone [ex spisso et duriore], what implies the hydraulic character 

required for such an usage. For coatings [in tectoriis], the lime hardens by air and is made from porous 

stone [ex fistuloso].  

 

 

Christina de Domingo and Alan Johnston, A pertrographic and chemical study of east Greek 

and other archaic transport amphorae, ΕΥΛΙΜΕΝΗ 4 (2003), 27-60 

 

Πετρογραφικ' και χη*ικ' *ελ,τη διαφ.ρων τ1πων ελληνικ3ν αρχαϊκ3ν α*φορ,ων. Παρουσι?ζονται τα 

αποτελFσGατα GιαH σειρ?H πετρογραφικLν αναλMσεων διαφPρων τMπων αρχαϊκLν ελληνικLν 

αGφορFων, παρ?λληλα Gε κ?ποιεH χηGικFH αναλMσειH. ΣκοπPH εUναι να ελεγχθεU η πετρογραφικW 

σMσταση των αγγεUων συγκριτικ? Gε την τυπολογUα που Fχει Wδη αναπτυχθεU απP Gη-συστηGατικFH 

GελFτεH. Τα αποτελFσGατα στηρUζουν σε σηGαντικP βαθGP τιH προηγοMGενεH FρευνεH, και παρ?λληλα 

καταδεικνMουν ορισGFνεH ενδιαφFρουσεH περιοχFH για GελλοντικW Fρευνα, ειδικ? Pσον αφορ? τουH 

τMπουH που αποδUδονται στη ΛακωνUα, τη ΛFσβο και την ΚPρινθο. 

 

 

Dimitris Paleothodoros, The Pithos painter, ΕΥΛΙΜΕΝΗ 4 (2003), 61-76 

 

Ο Ζωγρ8φο9 του Π;θου. Ο Ζωγρ?φοH του ΠUθου εUναι ο χειρPτεροH αθηναUοH αγγειογρ?φοH του 

Mστερου 6ου αι. π.Χ., του οποUου PGωH οι κMλικεH γνωρUζουν πολM Gεγ?λη δι?δοση στην ΜεσPγειο. Το 

αγαπηGFνο του θFGα, ο συGποσιαστWH που φορ? σκυθικP σκοMφο, απαντ? σε PλεH τιH περιοχFH Pπου 

βρUσκουGε αγγεUα του ζωγρ?φου, ιδιαUτερα PGωH στην ΑνατολW και τη ΜαMρη Θ?λασσα. ΑφWνονταH 

ανοικτW την πραγGατικW ταυτPτητα του συGποσιαστW, ο ζωγρ?φοH επιτρFπει διαφορετικFH ερGηνεUεH 

απP τουH αγοραστFH των αγγεUων, που ανταποκρUνονται στιH τοπικFH ιδιαιτερPτητεH.  

 

 

Nicholas Victor Sekunda, The stele of Thersagoras of Polyrrhenia from Demetrias, 

ΕΥΛΙΜΕΝΗ 4 (2003), 77-80 

 

Η στWλη το ΘερσαγPρα, ενPH ΚρητικοM απP την ΠολυρρWνια, η οποUα βρFθηκε στην 

∆ηGητρι?δα, χρονολογεUται συGβατικ? γMρω στο 200 π.Χ. Ο ΘερσαγPραH παριστ?νεται Gε πλWρη 

στρατιωτικW εξ?ρτηση. Στο παρPν ?ρθρο υποστηρUζεται Pτι ο ΘερσαγPραH ανWκε στο συGGαχικP 

τ?γGα που εστ?λη απP «τουH ΠολυρρηνUουH και τουH συGG?χουH τουH» στον ΦUλιππο Ε’ τηH 

ΜακεδονUαH το 220 π.Χ. Ο ΘερσαγPραH πιθανPτατα σκοτLθηκε και τ?φηκε στη ∆ηGητρι?δα κατ? τη 

δι?ρκεια τηH παραGονWH του στρατοM των ΑντιγονιδLν εκεU, πριν GεταβεU στην ΕMβοια και κατεθυνθεU 

στη συνFχεια στην ΚPρινθο, στιH αρχFH του 219 π.Χ. jλλωστε, η στWλη δεν εUναι προσεγGFνη και αυτP 

UσωH να υποδηλLνει Pτι κατασκευ?στηκε βιαστικ?, ενL η κρητικW Gον?δα προWλαυνε. 
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Β�λη Αποστολ&κου «…ΚΑΙ ΛΑΤΟΣ ΓΑΡ ΕΝΕΓΚΑΤΟ ΤΟΝ∆Ε …» W ΛατUων ΠροσωπογραφUα, 

ΕΥΛΙΜΕΝΗ 4 (2003), 81-133 

 

«…ΚΑΙ ΛΑΤΟΣ ΓΑΡ ΕΝΕΓΚΑΤΟ ΤΟΝ∆Ε …» or the prosopography of the Latians. The inscriptions 

found in Lato, in Agios Nikolaos, the ancient Kamara, and in other areas that according to epigraphic 

evidence belonged to the territory of Lato are the unique source for the names of the Latoans. Most of 

the inscriptions are currently kept in the Archaeological Museums of Herakleion and of Agios Nikolaos, 

some in Museums outside of Crete, while a certain number recorded up to the end of last century, are 

lost and have not been located yet. The inscriptions in their vast majority have been dated to the 2nd 

cent. B.C. and moreover to its last quarter. 

The names of the Latoans concentrated from seventy-three inscriptions are quoted in 

alphabetical order. In a total of 279 indexed names, not including twenty-six that are incomplete, we 

come across of 181 different Latoan names. Of those names at least eighty belong to the Kosmoi, the 

magistrates elected from the four ruling clans, or the members of the board of Eunomia. 

The number of preserved female names, which in their majority come from funerary 

inscriptions, is strikingly lower than that of males. In a total of thirty-four, apart from four not restored, 

twenty-five are different female names. 

Apart form the Latoans’ names and their patronymics, wherever they are mentioned, known 

information about these persons is given briefly; their status, provided that they possessed public office, 

their activity, their possible relationship with the other persons of the list and finally the date of the 

inscriptions in which they are attested.  

 

 

Πα+λο, Χρυσοστ/0ου, ΣυνεισφορFH σε λατρεUεH θεοτWτων και ηρLων απP τη ΒοττιαUα και την 

ΠιερUα τηH ΜακεδονUαH, ΕΥΛΙΜΕΝΗ 4 (2003), 135-152 

 

Contributions on the cults of gods and heroes from Bottiea and Pieria in Macedonia. In this paper new 

pieces of information are presented concerning cults of gods and heroes from Bottiea and Pieria in 

«Lower Macedonia», the center of the Macedonian Kingdom: on the cults of 1) the Muses in Pella, 2) 

Aeolus and Graia in Pella, 3) Hermes and Demeter in Kyrros, 4) Eileithyia and Artemis Eileithyia-

Lochia in Pydna. 

 

 

Γεωργ�α Ζ. Αλεξοπο+λου και ∆:0ητρα Τσαγκ&ρη, Deux trésors hellénistiques de Psélalonia de 

Patras, ΕΥΛΙΜΕΝΗ 4 (2003), 153-162 

  

∆1ο ελληνιστικο; θησαυρο; απ. τα Ψηλαλ3νια Πατρ3ν. Το 1990, οι ανασκαφFH τηH ΣΤ{ ΕΠΚΑ στα 

ΨηλαλLνια ΠατρLν Fφεραν στο φωH GUα σειρ? οικοδοGηG?των απP τα κλασικ? ωH τα υστερορωGαϊκ? 

χρPνια. Τα πλουσιPτερα στρLGατα κ?λυπταν την ελληνιστικW και ρωGαϊκW περUοδο. Σε οικUα τηH 

ελληνιστικWH φ?σηH, βρFθηκαν δMο «θησαυροU» σε διπλαν? δωG?τια, εκ των οποUων ο πρLτοH βρFθηκε 

GFσα σε ηθGωτP αγγεUο και περιεUχε 57 νοGUσGατα: 1 αργυρP τριLβολο τηH ΑχαϊκWH ΣυGπολιτεUαH και 

56 χ?λκινα (14 του ΑντιγPνου Γονατ?, 39 του ΠτολεGαUου Γ{ του τMπου 1000 του ΣβορLνου και 3 

αρκετ? φθαρGFνα). Ο δεMτεροH «θησαυρPH», που βρFθηκε GFσα σε ?ωτο σκυφUδιο, περιεUχε 8 

νοGUσGατα, 6 αργυρ? (1 δραχGW ΧαλκUδοH και 5 τριLβολα ΑχαϊκWH ΣυGπολιτεUαH) και 2 χ?λκινα (1 

ΠτολεGαUου Γ{ και 1 αρκετ? φθαρGFνο). Οι δMο αυτοU «θησαυροU», Gε Uδιο αλλ? αντUστροφηH 

αναλογUαH περιεχPGενο και χρονολογUα απPκρυψηH την περUοδο 165-147 π.Χ., προστUθενται στον 

GακρM κατ?λογο των «θησαυρLν» που απεκρMβησαν στην ΠελοπPννησο και την ∆υτικW Ελλ?δα 

γενικPτερα, GFσα στο κλUGα αναταραχWH που επικρ?τησε Gετ? τη G?χη τηH ΠMδναH.  

 

 

Nahum Cohen, A customshouse receipt ΕΥΛΙΜΕΝΗ 4 (2003), 163-165 

 

ΑπPδειξη πληρωGWH ενPH φPρου, τηH ερηGοφυλακUαH, στην πMλη τηH ΣοκνοπαUου ΝWσου του 

Αρσινο˝τη νοGοM. 



 

8

Despina Iosif, Caesar the warrior versus Jesus the peacemaker?, ΕΥΛΙΜΕΝΗ 4 (2003), 167-180 

 

Πολε*οχαρ'9 Κα;σαρ εναντ;ον ειρηνιστ' Ιησο1; Οι πρLτοι ΧριστιανοU Fνιωθαν Fντονη απFχθεια για 

τον πPλεGο και τη βUα και απFφευγαν συστηGατικ? να στρατευτοMν. ΠροτιGοMσαν να πεθ?νουν παρ? 

να προδLσουν τιH αρχFH τουH. ΑυτW την εικPνα εUχαν σχηGατUσει οι ΒυζαντινοU για τουH ΧριστιανοMH 

των τριLν πρLτων αιLνων. Η Uδια εικPνα παραGFνει αρκετ? ισχυρW GFχρι σWGερα. ΕξακολουθοMGε να 

αρεσκPGαστε να επικαλοMGαστε την «αγνPτητα» των πρLτων ΧριστιανLν. ΕνοχοποιοMGε τον 

αυτοκρ?τορα ΚωνσταντUνο Pτι τ?χα αυτPH ευθMνεται για τον ιδεολογικP ξεπεσGP τηH εκκλησUαH και την 

διεξαγωγW πολFGων απP ΧριστιανοMH. 

Η πραγGατικPτητα θα πρFπει να Wταν πιο πολMπλοκη απ’ Pσο την φανταζPGαστε. ΠροσεχτικW 

GελFτη των πηγLν αποκαλMπτει Pτι υπWρχαν πολλFH στ?σειH των ΧριστιανLν απFναντι στη βUα, στον 

πPλεGο και στη στρατιωτικW θητεUα. ΦαUνεται PGωH, πωH η πλειονPτητα των ΧριστιανLν δεν 

αντιGετLπιζε οMτε τον πPλεGο, οMτε τη στρατιωτικW θητεUα Gε καχυποψUα και δεν απFφευγε να 

καταταγεU. Οι εθνικοU δεν εUχαν θορυβηθεU και δεν εUχαν λPγο να θορυβηθοMν. Οι ΧριστιανοU δεν 

αποτελοMσαν απειλW οMτε στη θεωρUα, οMτε στην πρ?ξη. ΑντUθετα, στWριζαν την πολιτικW εξουσUα. 

Μον?χα Gια GικρW GερUδα ΧριστιανLν αντιδροMσε στην ιδFα τηH διεξαγωγWH πολFGων απP 

ΧριστιανοMH και συGGετοχWH ΧριστιανLν σ’ αυτοMH. ΕUτε επειδW διFβλεπε κινδMνουH απP τιH 

ειδωλολατρικFH πρακτικFH του ρωGαϊκοM στρατοM, εUτε επειδW θεωροMσε Pτι FναH ΧριστιανPH δεν 

επιτρFπεται να σκοτLνει, εUτε επειδW επιδUωκε να αGφισβητWσει την πολιτικW εξουσUα. 

 

 

Chryssa Bourbou, A survey of neoplastic diseases in ancient and medieval Greek populations, 

ΕΥΛΙΜΕΝΗ 4 (2003), 181-188 

 

Επισκ.πηση των νεοπλασι3ν στον αρχα;ο και *εσαιωνικ. ελληνικ. πληθυσ*.. Για τη δι?γνωση των 

νεοπλασιLν στουH αρχαιολογικοMH πληθυσGοMH βασιζPGαστε σε γραπτFH πηγFH, απεικονUσειH και 

ανθρωπολογικ? κατ?λοιπα. Αν και ελ?χιστα Fργα τFχνηH αναπαριστοMν αναGφισβWτητεH περιπτLσειH 

νεοπλασιLν, πληθLρα ιατρικLν κειGFνων, Wδη απP την εποχW του Ιπποκρ?τη και του ΓαληνοM, 

αναφFρονται στη συγκεκριGFνη παθολογUα. Στην εργασUα αυτW παρουσι?ζονται PλεH οι FωH τLρα 

γνωστFH W δηGοσιευGFνεH περιπτLσειH για την Ελλ?δα απP την αρχαιPτητα ωH στον Mστερο GεσαUωνα. 

 

 

Stelios Psaroudakes, Archaeomusicology and Ethnomusicology in dialogue, ΕΥΛΙΜΕΝΗ 4 

(2003), 189-200 

 

Αρχαιο*ουσικολογ;α και Εθνο*ουσικολογ;α. Το συνFδριο στο οποUο παρουσι?στηκε η παροMσα 

εισWγηση, εUχε θFGα του το «δι?λογο» αν?Gεσα στιH επιστWGεH αρχαιολογUα και ανθρωπολογUα. Στο 

παρPν ?ρθρο εξετ?ζεται Fνα επU GFρουH ζWτηGα, το κατ? πPσον η εθνοGουσικολογUα, επιστWGη 

βαθMτατα επηρεασGFνη απP την ανθρωπολογUα τα τελευταUα χρPνια, Fχει Gε τη σειρ? τηH επηρε?σει 

την Fρευνα στο πεδUο τηH αρχαUαH GουσικWH, ιδιαUτερα σε εκεUνο τηH ελληνικWH. Το συGπFρασGα εUναι 

Pτι η εθνοGουσικολογUα Pχι απλLH επηρFασε την αρχαιοGουσικολογUα, αλλ? ?λλαξε ?ρδην την οπτικW 

των επιστηGPνων στον τοGFα αυτPν σε βαθGP που να Gην θεωρεUται πλFον δPκιGη η σπουδW ενPH 

αρχαUου GουσικοM πολιτισGοM χωρUH την εφαρGογW τηH εθνοGουσικολογικWH GεθPδου. 

  



Eulimene 2003 
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THE STELE OF THERSAGORAS OF POLYRRHENIA FROM 

DEMETRIAS 

 

A number of grave stelai found during excavations of the Hellenistic fort at 

Demetrias show Cretan mercenaries. One is named Thersagoras from the Cretan city of 

Polyrrhenia. The stele had intended to be executed in low relief, but it was never finished 

off and the figure remains roughly blocked out. Careless, seemingly hurried work of this 

type is unusual for the Hellenistic period. The inscription has been crudely executed too. 

The pi is curious, seemingly cut back to front, with the left leg much shorter than the 

right. The lapicide has once cut a nu and then corrected it to gamma, and an epsilon and 

then corrected it to eta: thus Guarducci.1 A number of other letters are badly cut too. 

This is surely a large number of slips for a three-word inscription. The text is rendered 

as: Θερσα(γ)WραX ΚρηX Πολυρ(_)νιοX. 

 

 
 

Stele of Thersagoras, a Cretan from Polyrrhenia  

(photo: Volos Museum) 

 

Most authorities date this stele to around the year 200, though without giving any 

explanation for the date. For example Chaniotis dates it to the end of the third century,2 

                                                            
1   ICret ii p. 240 (lapidarius Θερνσανiραj et Пολυρoνιοj scripserat, deinde correxit). 

2   Angelos Chaniotis, Die Verträge zwischen kresischen Poleis in der hellenistischen Zeit (Stuttgart 1996) p.39 n. 

195. 
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Launey dates the stele to around 200,3 while Guarducci dates it to the early years of the 

second century.4 The theta is dotted not barred: the bar only becomes a feature in the 

second century. The right-hand vertical of the nu is lifted, which is a third-century 

feature not continued much into the second century. One omicron, which is smaller than 

the other letters, is suspended in the middle of the line, which is a third century feature, 

although perhaps partially explained by the lack of space it occupies as the penultimate 

letter of the inscription. The alphas are straight-barred, indicating a third rather than a 

second century date. The upper and lower bars of the sigmas are practically, but not 

quite, parallel, a feature which only becomes fully developed in the second century. 

These features can only be taken as a rough guide, particularly in an inscription as 

carelessly inscribed as this, but they would fit a date of around 200 perfectly well, or 

perhaps even a slightly earlier date. There is no apication.  

Thersagoras faces left. His left hand is raised and in it he carries a roughly carved 

bow. The left arm bends at the elbow and just below it appears what I take to be 

Thersagoras’ right hand, presumably moving up to take hold of the bow-string and nock 

an arrow to it. He wears a tunic reaching to the knees, and a cloak, though the details of 

the dress have not been clearly delineated by the sculptor. On his back Thersagoras 

seems to carry a quiver. The original publisher of this stele, Arvanitopoulos,5 together 

with the French scholar Launey, thought the peculiar hump of the back underneath the 

quiver could be interpreted as a shield slung over the back. Arvanitopoulos confidently 

stated that the figure carries a quiver, shield, bow, tunic and cloak, and added that the 

figure is booted in strong, laced boots, and wears a helmet on his head. It must be 

confessed that these details can hardly be made out with any certainty on the 

photograph, but Arvanitopoulos had examined the original.  

 Cretan archers are frequently mentioned in the service of the Hellenistic 

monarchies. They found their way into foreign-service in two ways. Firstly we hear of 

regiments of Cretan archers maintained by the various kings, which would be composed 

of Cretans coming from any number of different states of the island. In principle the 

strength of these units could be ‘topped up’ by recruitment on the ‘open market’ and 

also by recruiting drives undertaken on the island with the permission of as many states 

as could be persuaded to give it. ‘Retained’ mercenary units such as these ‘belonged’ 

solely to the monarch, who would be responsible for their pay, uniform, training etc. The 

Cretan Chaironides of Lyttos commemorated in another stele from Demetrias, which I 

have dealt with elsewhere,6 belonged to a unit of this type maintained by the early 

Antigonid monarchs. He presumably died whilst in service in the Antigonid garrison in 

Demetrias. 

On the other hand Cretan archers might be recruited by virtue of a treaty of 

alliance, or symmachy, between a specific Hellenistic king and a specific Cretan city-state. 

These treaties normally contained a clause outlining the circumstances under which the 

                                                            

3
   Marcel Launey, recherches sur les Armées hellénistiques. Tome II (1950) pp. 282, 1156 ‘vers 200’. 

4   ICret ii p. 240. 
5   A.S. Arvanitopoulos, ΘεσσαλλικO ZνηZεdα, Αθανασtκειον Μουσεwον εν Βiλωι (Athens 1909) 272 seq. no. 

61 
6   Nicholas Victor Sekunda, «Antigonid Iconography in a Cretan Shield-Device from Demetrias» 

Archeologia (Warszawa) 52 (2001) pp. 19-22 pl. vi. 
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king could ask the Cretan city to send a military contingent to his aid in time of war, and 

detailing the service conditions, including rates of pay, which would be in force during 

the period of service. Thus the formation was an allied contingent, under the command 

of the king to which it had been «leased». Nevertheless it still belonging to the Cretan 

state and comprised citizens of this single state alone. Such units are generally termed 

symmachic contingents. 

A famous example of the latter type of unit was the symmachic contingent sent by 

‘the Polyrrehnians and their allies’ to serve in the armies of Philip V and the Achaean 

League. In 220 the young Macedonian king intervened in an internal war being fought 

in Crete, known as the War of Lyttos, on behalf of the Polyrrhenians and their allies. In 

return, the next year, the Polyrrhenians and their allies sent 500 men to help Philip and 

the Achaeans in their war against the Aetolian League and their allies on the Greek 

mainland (Polybius 4. 55. 5). Later on in his text Polybius (4. 67. 2) mentions 300 

Polyrrhenians in Philip’s service. Modern editors have emended this number to 500, but 

mistakenly since Polybius (4. 67. 6) repeats the figure when he tells us that 300 Cretans 

were with Philip in Larissa during the following winter. The French scholar Henri Van 

Effenterre resolved this problem with the following solution. The «Polyrrhenians and 

their allies» indeed sent 500 men to help Philip and the Achaeans, the Polyrrhenians sent 

300 to help Philip, and their allies sent 200 to help the Achaeans.7 The latter contingent 

may be referred to in IG iv 729, a catalogue of West Cretans found at Hermione.8 

Although the various elements of the composite contingent remained part of the armed 

forces of the Cretan cities who had contributed troops, and to whose service they would 

return, the Cretans would have been paid by Philip and by the Achaean League for the 

period they served under his command.  

After the campaigning season of 200 BC had finished, Philip spent the first part of 

the ensuing winter in the Thessalian city of Larissa. One Philip’s most successful 

strategies was the forced march to achieve surprise. He suddenly marched out of Larissa, 

‘crossed over’ with his army to the island of Euboea (Polybius 4. 67. 7), presumably in 

order to avoid Thermopylae,9 and then on into the Peloponnese. When Philip arrived at 

Corinth during the winter solstice of 219 virtually no one was even aware they had left 

Thessaly. Some of the Cretans were subsequently captured by the enemy when they had 

left the ranks in search of plunder (Polyb. 4. 68. 3). Similarly in 224 BC the army of 

Antigonos Doson had passed through Euboea on its way to the Peloponnese (Polyb. 2. 

52. 7). There can be little doubt that both armies sailed from the port of Demetrias to 

Euboea.10  

This could be the occasion when Thersagoras died and was buried at Demetrias. 

Needless to say this suggestion is of a speculative nature. Demetrias was, after all, the 

main Antigonid point of control in Thessaly right down to the final defeat during the 

Third Macedonian War. It is reasonable to assume that the Antigonid kings maintained a 

garrison there permanently. Thersagoras could have died in service in a unit of retained 

Cretan mercenaries at any point during this period. If, however, Thersagoras had 

                                                            

7
   Henri van Effenterre, La Crète et le Monde grec de Platon a Polybe (BÉFAR 163, Paris 1948) pp. 187-8. 

8   Guarducci, Historia 9 (1935) pp. 69 ff.; L. Robert, Hellenica 1 (1940) p. 154. 
9   F.W. Walbank, A Historical Commentary on Polybius, Volume I (Oxford 1957) p. 522. 
10  Eg. Sylvie Le Bohe, Antigone Dôson roi de Macédoine (Nancy 1993) p. 297. 
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indeed died during the forced march through Demetrias, his burial by his comrades in 

one of the city’s cemeteries would have been an extremely ha zaznaczanie w kolorzsty 

one. This could be the reason why the stele is so crude and unfinished, and why there 

are so many mistakes in the inscription: it perhaps had to be finished overnight.  

How long the Polyrrhenians stayed in Philip’s service is not known. It is reasonable 

to assume that the other contingent sent to the Achaeans by their allies would have 

returned to Crete in the following winter of 218/7 at the latest, for during this winter the 

federal contributions of the Achaean League’s cities failed.11 

 

 

Nicholas Victor Sekunda 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            

11
  F.W. Walbank, Philip V of Macedon (Cambridge 1940) p. 62. 
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