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H EYAIMENH eivor pia emotpoviky] neptodikny ékboor pe kprgg mov neplapfaver pedéteg oy Klaowr)
Apyoaiodoyia, v Emypagiki), ) Nopoporiky) kot v Ionvpodoyia eonadoviog otov EAAviko kot Popoiko koopo g
Meooyeiov anod myv Yorepopvwikr) / Ynopwwikr) / Muknvaikr) enoyr) (12%/ 11% ow. m.X.) éwg ko v botepn apyouotjto (5% /
6% an. p.X).

H EYAIMENH neplapfaver emiong peléteg ouv AvOpwnoloyio, ITodaodnpoypogia, ITadaronepifaddov,
IMoAarofotavodoyia, Zwoapyowdoyia, Apyaia Owovopia kot Iotopia twv Emompov, epocov autég eumimovy ota
npoavaPepOEvIa yeoypapika kat Xpovika opia. Evpitepes peAdéteg oty KAaowkr) @loloyia ko Apyaio Iotopia Oa yivoviot
OEKTEG, EPOOOV OLUVOEOVTAL GPECO HE M QIIO TIG IOPOIIAVE EMOTIHIES.

TMopaxadovviat ot ouyypageis va AapBavouy vropn Toug TG Napakat odnyieg:

1. Ot epyaoieg vnoPdddovion oty EAAnvika), AyyAwkr), Teppovikr), oAk 1) Itadikr) yAwooa. KaBe epyooia
ovvodevetal ano pia nepidnpn nepinov 250 Aégewv oe yAwooa dAAn aro ekeiv) g epyaciog.

2. Yuvtopoypagies Sextég ovppwva pe to L’ Année philologique, American Journal of Archaeology, Numismatic
Literature, J.F. Oates et al., Checklist of Editions of Greek and Latin Papyri, Ostraca and Tablets, ASP.

3. To ypappka oyedia yivovtot pe padpo pedavi oe KoAr)g mootjtog xapti pe Sekabopoug Yapakt)peg, Mote va
emdbeyovtat opikpuvor). Ot putoypapieg gival aoTIpOPALPES, TUIOMEVESG Ot YLOALoTEPO Xopti. 'Ola Ta elkovoypapika atoiyeia
givon apOpnpéva oe amr) oglpd.

4. Or epyaoieg otédvoviar oe S00 EKTUIMPEVA AVTITUIIO CUVOSEVOHEVAL OO TO KEIPEVO O SI0KETA NAEKTPOVIKOD
vroloyiotr).

Eivon vnoypéworn tov ke ovyypopéa vo egaopalilel yporrtr) dbewo yia v ovomopaywyr] VAKOD mov éyet
Snpootevtet aAlo 1) eivat adnpootiguto.

Ot ovyypageic 6a Aapfdvovv Séka avdmuna kot évov tOpo tov neptodikod. Emmdéov avdmuna Oa propotv va
AyopooTOLY.

Yuvdpoputg — Xuvepyaoieg — ITAnpogopieg:
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EULIMENE is a refereed academic periodical which contains studies in Classical Archaeology, Epigraphy,
Numismatics, and Papyrology, with particular interest in the Greek and Roman Mediterranean world. The time span covered
by EULIMENE runs from the Late Minoan / Sub Minoan / Mycenean period (12" / 11" cent. BC) through to the late Antiquity
(5™ / 6" cent. AD).

EULIMENE will also welcome studies on anthropology, palaiodemography, palaio-environmental, botanical and
faunal archaeology, the ancient economy and the history of science, so long as they conform to the geographical and
chronological boundaries noted. Broader studies on Classics or Ancient History will be welcome, though they should be strictly
linked with one or more of the areas mentioned above.

It will be very much appreciated if contributors consider the following guidelines:

1. Contributions should be in either of the following languages: Greek, English, German, French or Italian. Each
paper should be accompanied by a summary of about 250 words in one of the above languages, other than that of the paper.
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ITeplAr)perg / Summaries / Zusammenfassugen /
Sommaires / Riassunti

Evpudikn Kegpadibov, Katapdaoeig kat avodot Tov Atovdoou: mopatnprjoelg oty aTtik)
kot KotortoAwTiky) ayyeoypogio, EYAIMENH 6 -7 (2005-2006), 13-44

Dionysiac descents and anodot in Attic and South-Italian Iconography. This paper examines three
groups of Dionysiac iconography:

a) Depictions of Dionysos in the Underworld, such as on the well known south- italian
crater by the Darius Painter

b) Depictions of Dionysos’ head emerging from the earth (mainly, but not exclusively, on
Attic vases of the late 6th-early 5th c. B.C.), and

¢) Depictions of Dionysos in Eleusinian iconography, especially those cases (from the mid-
4th c. B.C. onwards) where he is shown together with Herakles and the Dioskouroi, who were
initiated into the Mysteries.

I suggest that in all cases Dionysos is shown as a prominent chthonic deity and that
Dionysos, Herakles and the Dioskouroi had been connected with the Eleusinian Mysteries (each
at a different time and possibly for a different reason) because they all went down to the
Underworld, while still alive, and they successfully managed to come back.

TIdivvog Kovpdyiog — Zogia Aetopdrtov, KuBoAbog, pe napdotaon Anodmva-Aptépdog,
EYAIMENH 6-7 (2005-2006), 45-54

Marble-block decorated with figures of Apollo and Artemis. A fragment of an archaic marble-
block has been found in the area of the Asklepios sanctuary in Paroikia, Paros near the sanctuary
of Apollo Pythios. The block is decorated with two incised human figures in profile, one on the
main side and the other on the narrow side. On the fragmentary representation of a standing
female figure turned to the right. She holds a bow in her hands. Her hair is held together with a
ribbon and her garment is probably a chiton. A pair of a diagonal incisions shown across the
chest might indicate the strap of a quiver. In this case the figure represents the goddess Artemis,
the sister of Apollo. The hair, the profile, a rosette that decorates «Artemis» belt seem to copy
contemporary «Melian» vases, which are attributed to a parian workshop. The two figures on the
block bring to mind the figure of a parian stele (archaeological museum of Paros, A 760) as well
as the stelae of Prinias, Crete dating to the 7" century. The block is one of the earliest examples
of carved marble reliefs in Paros as well as in Cyclades.



Anpurtpng  TTodao068wpog, H mopovoia ko 1 SidSoon g mpoupng  oTTKng
gpLOPOPOPPNG Kepapiki|s ot Mavpn Oddacoa (525-480 m.X.), EYAIMENH 6-7 (2005-2006),
55-78

The diffusion of early attic red-figured pottery in the Black Sea area (525-480 BC). This study
presents a detailed discussion on the pattern of diffusion of early attic red-figured vases in the
Black Sea Area. 80 vases are collected, mostly from Northern Black Sea sites. A representative
series of vases is analyzed according to shape and iconography, and classified by painter and
workshop. The output of major painters and workshops in the Black Sea is discussed (Psiax,
Oltos, Epiktetos, Euphronios, the Pithos Painter, the Nicosthenes and Kachrylion workshops,
etc.). The overall pattern of diffusion of early red-figured vases in the Black Sea area and in
Etruria corresponds quite closely. It is argued that Aeginetan and Ionian sailors are responsible
for the fact that vases from same workshops appear both in the Black Sea area and Thasos, as in
Etruria, although these vases are used locally in different ways. After 490-480, the scheme
changes: the Black Sea Region now belongs to commercial routes that link Athens with Asia
Minor and the Levant as well.

Elpida Hadjidaki-Philip Betancourt, A Minoan shipwreck off Pseira Island, East Crete.
Preliminary report, EYAIMENH 6-7 (2005-2006), 79-96

Eva Mwwko vavayiwo avorkta 136 vijoov Peipas, avarolkyy Kpnry. Kortd ) Sidipkeia vrmofpoyuwy
OPYOLOAOYIKMV KO YEMPUOLK®Y EPELVQV otV avatolikr) Kprt, evtomniotnke Sitonapto gpoptio
apyaiov vavayiov ov ypovoloyeitan otr) Mecowwvikr IT mepiodo (1900 — 1700 m.X.).

To moio Pubiotnke nepinov npwv oo 4.000 ypovia otov 'Oppo Mipappeddov, avoiktd
g vijoov Weipag tov Nopol AaoBiov Kprng, oe fabog nepinov 50 pérpov kou amotedei
aveéAmoto Adpupo yia v wtopia g Ipoiotopikr)g vavouroiag.

Ta péxpt onpepa tekp)pro buapéng tv mloiwv g enoxng g Mivmikng Hadaccokporti-
0g Ppiokovtatl Kupimg OtV ELKOVOYPaPpia, OIIKG OIEIKOVIOELG 0 oppaytdoAboug, oe ayyeia Kat
oe toryoypagies. ITapodo nov i pécov tov atwvov yilddeg mloia vavaynoay otg Oddaocoeg
Tov Aryaiov, tov Kprtikot kat tov Aifukot TTeAdayoug, 1) arrtr) tiap&r) evog Mivotlkol vavayiov,
OIoTeAODOE POKPLVO OVELPO Yo KGOe pedetyn g apyaiag vavouroiag.

H &wtagn tov Staokopmopévou poptiov Tov vavayiov, 1o peyddo fadog g Odlacoog
OTO ONPELo OUTO, 1) PeyaAn andotaot) arro Ty oK), Kabang Kot 1) e§apeTtikI) KATAoTaor) TV ay-
yeiwv, mov napgpevav xthadeg xpovia oto Bubo, Sivouv eAmideg yro v drop&r KAIoov Tur)-
JLOTOG ToL OKeAeTOV TOL TAOIOUL.

Meta&d Twv IpmTwY EMPAVEIONK®Y EVPIIATOV TOL Miveikod vavayiov ovpneptdappdavo-
VIOl OKEPALOL APPOPEIS, MOAPPOPELS, PAPPOOTOHES IIPOYOL, KOPPE TPOmOWTA ayyeia, poveta
KoneAa K.o.

To aovvnOeg peyado peyebog twv ayyeimv eivar evivnmolako, Sedopévou OTL, yla mpmtr)
Popa ot apyxarodoyot minpopopobvrar To eidog Twv Soyeiwv Tov yprotponolovoay ot Mivoiteg
otg HaAAoOLEG PETAUPOPES TWV EPITOPEVHATMOV TOUG.

'‘Ooov agopda otov EbAvo okeletdo Tov mhoiov, eqv Staomletat, Oo anotedéoel evprpa-
otabpo oy wropia g apyaiag vavrnyikig kot Oa avadei&el Tov npwtonopo podo g Kpr-
¢ oty £&eM€n) g vavtki)g TEXVIG Kot ot 5168001) ToL MOATTIGHOD.



Nikog ITavaywwtdxkng, A vaulted fountain house in the Pediada region in Central Crete,
EYAIMENH 6-7 (2005-2006), 97-118

Ma aypowry xpmvy ooy enapyia Tledados oty xevipiky Koy H em@avelokr) épevva mov
StevepynOnke ano tov ypagovta oty Enapyia Iediadog epepe oto pmg kavo aplbpo kpnvov
IOV QVI)KOULY, OtV HAEOPNPpio Tovg, oty evetikn) nepiodo. Mia ayidwtr] Kprvr), Opw, MOL
Bpioketor o onNEAvVIKO OPXAUOAOYIKO X®POo, otovg Popewovg mponodes g Kepalog
Aotpuroiov, a dAArn eniong onpovtki) 0€or), paivetat 6Tt avijkel oe MOAD MAAALOTEPES ETOYEG.

Me Baon ta apyriektovik otoixeia g (opboyovia Se§opevi) Kat LEPOPAOCTEUTIKEG
oT)payyeg), 11 Kp1jvy) Oa prmopovoe va oxetietal pe v apXaiki) 1) TV KAAOIKI/eAANVIoTIK)
EYKATAOTAOL] TIOL OMAWVOTOV YOP® TG, XTOLYEIR, MOTO0O0, ONMG Ol SIOKOOHITIKEG TALVIEG ATIO
epLOPA TOLPAAKIO KL TO OTEWRA OO EPLOPES TTAAKEG, IMAPAIIEPITIOLY OF AVTIOTOLYEG KPIVESG KO
Voppaia g pewpaikig meplodov.

To av ®wotooo 1) KPIvy) KtiotnKe Kot KoopnOnke v popaiki] nepiodo oo KAmowov
ELYEVI] TI)G MEPLOXI)G (VIIOPYEL EMIONG OTO YWPO EKTETAPEVI] POMQAIKI] EYKOTAOTOOL) 1) QIAQ
EMOKELAOTIKE KO KOOWI|Onke Kotd toe Popaikd npdtuna, napapével oavoryto.

ITowvdog TprovtapuAdibng, Metdlwva ayyeio and v enavékbeorn tov apyatoAoykov
povoeiov PoSov. EYAIMENH 6-7 (2005-2006), 119-137

Metal vessels in the new exhibition in the archaeological museum of Rhodes. The article
presents an overview of the metallurgy of Rhodes from the late 9™ to the 5" c. BC, with
the first presentation of some metal artifacts, especially luxury vessels, previously scarcely
published.

The vessels examined are mostly from the Italian excavations at the cemeteries of
Ialysos and Kameiros and from the votive deposits of the sanctuaries at Lindos, Ialysos
and Kameiros.

The development of metal ware during early historical times on Rhodes can be
traced in a series of luxury vessels, undecorated bronze bowls and basins, and a small
number of decorated bronze and silver bowls, imported to Rhodes from the Near East,
especially from Phrygia, north Syria and Mesopotamia, lands with a long tradition in the
art of metallurgy.

Among these imported vessels from Rhodes are bronze and silver omphalos
bowls of the 8" and 7" c. B.C. and silver phialai with relief decoration cast in moulds,
typical of Achaemenid art of the late 6™ and 5™ c. B.C. in the Near East and the Black
Sea.

Bronze cinerary urns and oinochoai of the 7"-5" c. BC. are among the artefacts
which were probably made in the West, in Etruria and South Italy; some, however, were
probably made locally in South East Aegean or in Rhodes.



Felice Costabile, Katadeopot ano tov Kepapeiko AOnvov. Néa ototyeio otv avayveoor),
EYAIMENH 6-7 (2005-2006), 139-161

Defixiones scoperte nel Ceramico di Atene. Nuove letture. Si presenta una riedizione di due
defixiones scoperte nel Ceramico di Atene e gia piu volte pubblicate. L’autopsia dei testi, corredata
da macrofotografie che documentano le nuove letture, ha consentito all'autore di correggere
diversi errori dei precedenti editori. Si recupera cosi il nuovo nome di Eunomos Peiraieus in una
defixio della fine del IV secolo contro i generali macedoni e Demetrio Falereo, e diversi nuovi
nomi (Menekles, Telestes, Pythodoros, Euthykleides, Timokrates, Epipeithes, Euthymos,
Leptines) in un’altra defixio, databile alla fine del V sec. a.C., della quale si ¢ —fra I'altro-
recuperata la foto di un frammento mancante.

Korepiva ITavayomovdov, Cross-reading images: iconographic «debates» between
Antigonids and Ptolemies during the third and second centuries BC, EYAIMENH 6-7 (2005-
2006), 163-181

Ewovoypayiés Gouayes xara tov wpito xar Jevtepo awva n.X. Avukeipevo Tg mapovoog
pedéte amotedel 1 mapovoiaor] twv Sebvov moMukov aviinapadecewv petogh TV
EAANVIoCTK®V yepovey Tou Tpitov kat Seutépou L. X. atave Heca oo ) CLYYPOVIKI) peAétn) g
glIKoVOypaPiag Twv BaotAMik®V VOpopoTik®my korwv ¢ EAAnviotikr|g neptodov. Ynootnpidetan
ot ta 6o KLUPL 8EOAOYIATA IOV AIIAVTOLV OXL HOVO otnv Avilyovioikn] aAAd kat oty
ITtoAepaiki) VORIOPOTIKI) EIKOVOYPapio Kot 0 AAAEG HOPPES TEXVIG TG ETTOXI]G, 1] OWTIPIA TV
EMivov ond v T'odaukr) €ofodr] ou) Sekaetia tov 270 nm.X. ko 11 Oadaccokpatia,
QITOKOAVIITOLV  OTL, MOPAAANAQ TIPOG TNV MPOKTIKY] XPNOLHOTTA TV YPLOMV KOl apyLpoV
vopopatmv yia 1) Sie§aywyr) yprpatkov oovadlaymv, 11 Kuklogopia Toug Stopoppwve eva
O1ebvég Siktvo Siadoorng moAttk®mv pnvopdtov oty EAAnviotikr) Meooyero. H anewkovior) tov
ITavog oto kévipo MakeSoviki)g aomidog otnv eppoctia O Twv apyvpov TETPASPAYHOV TOV
Avuyovibov oyt povo maponépnet oty novednviag eppederog vikn tov EAMveov emi tov
ITepowv otov Mapabmva (490 n.X.) adda kat vrioypappilet ) ovppetoyr) twv MakeSovmv oty
avtiotaon) v EAAvev npog toug BapPapous etofodeig katd ) Sekaetia tov 270 m.X. otoug
Agdpovg. Ano v tedevtaia amovoiadov ot ITtodepaiot, @epopevol wg mpootdtes g
eAevBepiag twv EAArvov. Ao v &AAn mlevpad, 1) F'adotikn) aomnidoa mov anavid wg ovpfolo
ouyv miow oyn towv ITtodepaikov apyvpov TeTpadpaypmv IPOQOveS MOPOIENIIEL OV
averoyl) aviapoia twv F'odatov mobogpopwv tov ITtodepaiov B to 275 n.X. To ovppodo
outod, kabwg emiong kat 11 avagopd ot o ITrtodepaiog B” payotav oto mlevpd tov AmoAAwva
evavtiov tov T'odatov otov tétapto dpvo tov Kadlypdyov npog ) Ardo, npodider ot ot
ITtodepaiot ¢onevoay va mpoPdAdovy (kat evEeYOPEVMS Var ETVOIO0LY) eNELCOSIA OXETIOPEVOL
pe tc F'odatikeg e10foAég, mpokepevoy va avtarmokpldovy oty IPOKANOl) ToV oVIUIGA®VY TOUG.
Me avddoyoug Opoug, o napaddniiopog tov ITtodepaiov pe tov Aia kot tov T'ovatd pe tov
IToogdava, nov emyetpei o £éErog EPIelptkog, anotunmvoviat otig VORLOHATIKES KOTIEG JE TV
emAoyr) Tov aetob wg ovpPodov ota ITtodepaikd apyvpd TETPAdSpaypa KOL Pe TV aIEKOVIOoTn
¢ kepaAn)g tov [ooebava oty epnpodctia Oy Tov Sevtepov THIoL TETPASPAYHWY oL £De0e
oe KUkAogopia o Avtiyovog I'ovatdg petd ) voutikr) Tov Vikn eni tov ITtodepaiov kovid oty
Avbpo (246 n.X.). Apyotepa o Maxebovag Paolhag Ilepogag, enm@elodpevog oo Ty



nopaxpr) tov ITtodepaikod Paoteiov katd tov Settepo m.X. arwva, ToApd va ouvdebei pe tov
Aia, emAgyovtog Tov 0etd oG vEo CUPBOAO Yo TV MOW OPI] TWV VORLOPOTIK®V Tov ekdooewv. H
OVAVEWOT] TMV ELKOVOYPOPLKOY OLIBOA®Y THV €MOXT) QUTI] AVTIKOTOMTPILEL OMOTEAEOPOTIKA TV
avadapbpworn g Siebvols woppomiag Suvapeny, pexpt Vv KatdAnyn twv EAAnviotkov
Kkpatov and ) Popr.

H Switepr) onpaocia mov gaivetat ot 560nKe otig Komeg avteg ota maiola tov Siebvoig
MOATTIKOD OVTAyWVIOPOL PITOPEL eVOEXOPEVWS Va artoS00el OTO OTL 1] VOLOHOITIKI| ELKOVOYpOpia
ouovefale wg éva Pabpod ot StopopPpwon g opinionis communis Og OUTEG AKPPOS TG
VELPOAYIKEG TEPLOYEG.

NikoAaog Xp. Zropmolidng, Ano v EAetOepva ko to I8aiov: pua anoneipa eppnveiag
xapevov tedetovpytwv, EYAIMENH 6-7 (2005-2006), 183-205

From Eleutherna and the Idaean Cave: an attempt to reconstruct lost rituals. The material
unearthed from the unplundered tomb Al/K1 in the necropolis of Orthi Petra at ancient
Eleutherna which was in use between 880/60 and 680/60? B.C. offers a manifold contribution to
the understanding of the Early Iron Age. Discussion here regards a bronze «shield» that was
found inside the chamber of the tomb A1/K1 and its interpretation compared with other similar
artifacts found in the Idaean Cave. To the find of Eleutherna is given a new interpretation as a
“shield”-lid of an urn or primazely of a bronze cauldron which is also strengthened by the finds
of similar cauldrons and shields from the Idaean Cave. Comparisons and interpretations of well
known artifacts like the ceramic urnlids from Fortetsa and Ampelokipi as well as the mitra of
Axos combined with the verses of the inscription of the Hymn to Zeus in Palaikastro may shed
light to rituals at the Idaean Cave during the Early Iron Age.
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A VAULTED FOUNTAIN HOUSE IN THE PEDIADA REGION
IN CENTRAL CRETE'

INTRODUCTION

The archaeological survey conducted in the Pediada region (fig. 1) by the author®
recorded a large number of Fountain Houses” of different periods, mostly Venetian or
of later date. However, a unique example, because of its size and architectural elements,
was located immediately below Astritsi Kephala, an important site during the Minoan
period and one of the city-states in later times (fig. 2-5)."

This Fountain House is situated on the east face of a gentle slope adjacent to
Astritsi Kephala, or rather a lower spur of the hill itself, as it descends to the west bank of
the west branch of the Karteros river (fig. 2-3). This gentle slope that extends north, with
the toponym Agios Nikolaos, has been occupied, like Astritsi Kephala, since the Minoan
period; it flourished as an extensive settlement during the Archaic and later periods
(Classical, Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine and Venetian) and because of its position it may
have, in some periods, played the role of the north guard of Astritsi Kephala.

Minoan pottery sherds are found spread immediately above the Fountain House,
but there is a striking predominance of archaic pottery more immediately around it.
Archaic as well as later pottery, cover all the triangle of land at the confluence of the west
branch of the Karteros and of another stream starting west of Astritsi Kephala (fig. 2).
The Roman, Byzantine and Venetian settlements seem to be concentrated, judging again
from the distribution of the pottery sherds, more at the apex of the same triangle.

The picture that so emerges from this pottery distribution in relation to the
watersource that feeds the Fountain House conforms to the general rule observed in the
Pediada region during the Minoan period: namely the spring was sited immediately
below the settlement. During the later periods it was incorporated into the settlement or

'T should like to express my gratitude to the late F.L. Chronakis who showed me the Fountain House.
I am also greatly indebted to Dr Ch. Fassoulas for studying the geological formation of the spring, to Mr G.
Pandermarakis for the architectural plans of the Fountain House and the staff of the 12" Ephorate especially
Drs M. Filimonos, T. Marketou, V. Patsiada and T. Dreliosi for sharing their knowledge on fountain houses
with me. Warm thanks also to Dr D. Evely for useful comments and Dr M. Panagiotaki for translating my
work into English. All the photos are by the author.

? Panagiotakis 2004, 177-186; Panagiotakis 2003, 327-430.

¥ The term Fountain House is chosen to describe the Greek word krini, which means a natural spring
with a built structure through which the spring water is running.

* Astritsi Kephala was occupied from the EM period to the Hellenistic and it may have been the city
Lykastos —on its possible identification with Lykastos see ITavayiwtaxng (vno Snpoocigvon).
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the settlement grew up around it; this too is the norm in Archaic and Classical Greek
cities.’

THE GEOLOGICAL FORMATION OF THE SPRING °

The spring seems to have been created by a local fault line. The vertical slippage at
this point causes water travelling freely through the sandstones to the north to emerge as
it comes up against the more impermeable barrier of the marly kouskouras to the south.
In fact two spots where this water appeared have been identified so far: one where the
Fountain House is, and the other some twenty metres higher up (perhaps eight to ten
metres vertically above the first and to the west). The empty cavities of the once flowing
second spring are exposed in the sandstone by a modern dirt road that runs behind the
area of the Fountain House (fig. 6). This higher spring could run only when the water
table was considerably higher —it may have thus been seasonal. On the other hand the
lower spring is certainly perennial: even now, when the water table has fallen locally, it
produces (November 2005) about 4-5 cu. m. of water per day. Thus, it must have been a
valuable water resource that could have helped sustain an extensive settlement. Other
springs are known in the area, all feeding the west branch of the Karteros and its
tributaries (fig. 2).

THE FOUNTAIN HOUSE

The Fountain House is situated on the east slope of the hill, which was cut back
vertically to accommodate it. It is now well protected by soil that covers its sides up to the
roof, other than the east and open front, which has soil up to the top of the basin (fig. 4).
The structure comprises a single chamber, opening to the east. Its component parts are a
large, rectangular basin or reservoir (on an east-west axis: 2,60 x 1,70 x 1,00 m) into
which the spring discharges (fig. 7, 21); a vaulted ceiling springs from the side walls of
3.33 m. height, measuring from the bottom of the basin (fig. 5, 8, 21). The roof, now
covered over with stones and a layer of soil, is further completely hidden by thick ivy
growth and is impossible to tell whether it is flat or gable (fig. 4).”

The present entrance is but partly preserved; each side of the opening is built up
of large, roughly-worked limestone blocks (three visible on either side, fig. 4, 9, 22, 23).
Outside this are attached walls or antae of smaller but still roughly-dressed limestone,
perhaps curving away in an arch (slightly visible at the north side).”

The present eastern face of the vault looks rather rough, perhaps suggesting that
this is not its original condition. Did it once have a finer finish, supported by the
aforementioned anta?

Both the basin and the vault appear to have been built of small limestone pieces
(rubble), though the top of the lower wall of the opening at the east is constructed of
larger blocks with a leveled top. In places, however, the natural rock outcroppings have
been incorporated into the structure (see below). The ceiling and the walls (down to just

® To be considered a polis in these periods a settlement had to have a proper water supply, see Berg
1994; also Crouch 1993, 24-25 and Hodge 1992, 25.

% The geology and the hydrology of the Pediada region have been studied by Drs Ch. Fassoulas and
M. Kritsotakis respectively.

7 On the shape of the roofs of fountain houses see Lavagne 1988, figs 20-28.

8 If an arch, what is visible today of the Fountain House may have been only the central part of a
larger structure.
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before the bottom of the basin) are covered by a whitish waterproof plaster that prevents
a better appreciation of their construction. The wall plaster seems to stop before the
bottom of the basin. The bottom of the basin today is made up from ten red tiles (fig. 10,
24) and a limestone slab (0.90 x 0.50 m., fig. 12); the tiles are running west to east,
basically in three rows of three and set again into water proof plaster: the tiles in the two
easternmost rows are rectangular (0.70 x 0.50 m.), while the others are square (0.50 x
0.55 m.). In fact the easternmost row consists of a large, thick limestone slab with a red
tile on either side (the one at the southeast corner is now missing and the other is only
partly preserved) —thus, there were eleven tiles originally plus the limestone slab. Small
pieces of tiles fill the occasional gap between the walls and the tiles proper, especially
along the east and the north walls. Both the rectangular and the square tiles have a pair
of parallel grooves incised (made with the two first fingers kept together) into them
before firing, running diagonally to form an X or a cross (fig. 11).

The water emerges from the west wall of the Fountain House through two
openings: the larger takes the form of a pointed arch, the other is an ovoid cut slightly
lower down and just to the south of the first (fig. 5, 7, 13, 14). Both openings are above
the basin proper and seem to have been cut into the natural rock (it is difficult to be
certain because of the plaster and the green moss that grows over it). Two much larger
openings (0,70 x 0,40 m) of rectangular form are built opposite each other, into the
north and south walls respectively: set again above the basin and at a slightly higher level
than the spring openings, they are in fact stone-lined tunnels, cut into the soft rock or
soil to increase the flow of the spring (fig. 5, 7, 22, 23). Their openings are constructed
out of thick limestone slabs: one each for the top, the base and one or two for the two
side walls. Their walls as far as one can see are also lined with limestone and create
enough space for a slim person to crawl within. The north tunnel is of a T-shape: first
running north-south (1,50 m.) with an east-west transverse (2,00 m. long, fig. 15). A
small hole at its north-west end indicates that water once came from that direction. The
tunnel in the south wall is narrower and runs south at a more vertical angle and is thus
not able to be investigated (perhaps part of its roof has also collapsed, fig. 16).

The water emerging from the arched opening in the west wall runs out over a
rough limestone projection with a channel opened along its length; thence the water falls
into the basin (fig. 13). Another similar projection (but larger and without the channel)
exists immediately below the large opening on the south wall (fig. 7). Another existed on
the north wall but only its scar exists now. All these limestone projections look like the
natural rock left in situ, rather than concretions accumulating from the passage of lime-
laden water.

A clay pipe, the take-off pipe (with thick layers of water proof plaster around it),
lies at the top of the east wall of the basin, opposite the springs in the west wall: it is of
circular section (fig. 17). There may have once been another basin, a draw-basin, set
outside and at a lower level, to collect the water running from the clay pipe. Two shallow
channels on the top of the east wall must have been used to carry the overflow of water,
perhaps at a time when the clay pipe was not in use any more. The fact that the clay pipe
is near the top of the basin and not at its floor level, suggests that it would run only while
the basin was full. This feature, as explained by Hodge,9 suggests that the basin in
addition to being a reservoir or collector was also acting as a settling tank in which earth

? Hodge 1992, 25.
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and various sediments carried in by the water could settle at the bottom. In this way the
water carried by the clay pipe was free of these sediments and would run clean. There
may have been another opening below the take-off pipe at the bottom of the basin for
cleaning it out, however, there is no trace of one now.

The decorative elements. These consist of (a) at the top of the basin a decorative zone
of plaster running along three sides (the open, east side is free of it and so is the
limestone projection of the south wall and partly the north): two grooves flanked by
ridges (fig. 18, 21-23). (b) the walls over the basin have been ornamented by setting in
them two running bands of red tiles that stand proud of the wall plaster (fig. 19); the
same tiles somewhat define the pointed top of the arched spring opening at the west wall
and also the large tunnels in the north and south walls (their top and sides). The upper
band is immediately below the vaulted ceiling giving the impression that the vault is
supported by it (fig. 5, 13, 21-23). This same band looks as if it is supported by the two
pairs of vertical bands along the sides of the tunnels in the north and south walls; the
vertical bands themselves are further supported by the lower band and give the
impression of being half columns. A shallow niche (fig. 20) is created by the tile bands at
the south-west and north west corners, flanking thus the west wall with the two springs.
A layer of white plaster seems to have originally covered the bands (the face of the tiles is
now mostly free of it) to create a nice perhaps rounded finish. Red tiles of the same type
also appear as a horizontal line, between the limestone blocks in the north part of the
anta, perhaps too originally meant to be a decorative element.

THE DATE OF THE FOUNTAIN HOUSE

As no excavation took place, it is difficult to ascertain the date of the construction of
the Fountain House. It should be pointed out, however, that the slightly exposed
archaeological strata at the trimmed banks of the path leading to it contain mostly
Archaic pottery sherds but also of later dates, and that the Fountain House seems to be
incorporated into these same archaeological layers; it could have thus been built into
these layers at any time between the Archaic and the later periods. The spring itself must
have surely been in use in its natural state at least since Minoan times serving the
settlement extant immediately over it; it continued to be used throughout the ages even
to the present day."’

Since it is impossible to pinpoint a date on the basis of the pottery from the
surrounding strata, we are left only with the architectural elements present in the
Fountain House to determine its date. As it stands, it looks different from all the other
vaulted Fountain Houses in the Pediada, which are of Venetian or later date. It also
differs from the known Classical Greek spring or fountain houses presented by
Dunkley'' and Glaser."” Even so some elements conform to the basic characteristics of
Greek and later fountain houses (see below).

Important architectural elements that could assist in establishing a date are: (a) the
basin with the decorative band along its upper part, (b) the tunnels lined with thick

' In the recent past it watered the gardens that existed between the Fountain House and the west
branch of the Karteros river.

' As Dunkley (1935-1936, 144) wrote on Greek fountains, «Their architectural details ... and to some
extent their material and size, vary according to the period of construction».

'2 Glaser 1983.
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limestone slabs, (c) the red tiles of the floor, (d) the clay pipe, (e) the vaulted ceiling and
(f) the red decorative tiles of the walls.

Basins are common to all spring fountains that go back to the 7" or to the 6"
century BC."” The stone-lined tunnels with the natural rock incorporated recall the
fountain house at Ialyssos in Rhodes, ' of the Classical Greek period. The red tiles on the
floor should be of Roman date, but whether they were placed there in Roman times or
reused later cannot now be told. The fact that the wall plaster stops at a somewhat higher
level than the floor tiles may suggest that there may have originally been a floor at a
higher level. Also the existence of a large limestone slab as part of the floor arguably
suggests two different periods of use —the first floor may have been of limestone slabs
which were later replaced with the tiles or the limestone slab replaced some tiles. Similar
tiles (without the incised decoration) cover the floor of a fountain house in the island of
Kos, of Hellenistic or Roman date." The clay pipe also recalls similar fixtures used in the
Greek and Roman fountains. The vaulted ceiling may have lost its original face that
might have given a clue of its date. The earliest fountain house described as having an
arched roof may be the one at Acrocorinth, of Hellenistic date,'® but it seems that vaulted
ceilings and roofs are more common during the Roman as well as later periods."” The
Roman fountains usually have a vaulted ceiling with a pediment.'

The decorative tile-banding in the walls of the Fountain House are hard to
comprehend but they do recall embellishments of large public fountain houses as well as
private minute ones of Roman date." It is in fact possible that the decorative vertical
bands of tiles formed pseudo half-columns that looked as if they supported the higher
up band from which springs the vaulted ceiling. A similar example can be seen in
Pompei, where decorative half-pillars look as if they support the vaulted ceiling.*

I have pinpointed the different architectural elements that may be indicative of a
particular date and it is, I think, evident that they do not point to a definite date of
construction. The Fountain House as it stands today may be the result of alterations and
modifications of different periods. The original basin with the limestone slab and the
tunnels curved in the natural rock may be the earliest architectural elements to be
created but whether they were constructed in the Archaic, Classical Greek, Hellenistic or
Roman period has to remain open.

It is well attested that most Archaic and Classical Greek cities used to furnish their
springs with basins and «architectural adornments ... water works of this kind were a
favourite project for tyrants».*' However, it was during the Hellenistic period that

¥ The fountain houses Pirene and Glauke at Korinth and at Megara, Dunkley 1935-1936, 145-152.
' Di Vita 1996, 50, fig. 122.

" TpnyopidSov 1997, 652-3.

!9 The fountain house at Acrocorinth has been described as having, apart from a large rectangular
basin (with steps leading down), a vaulted roof, Dunkley 1935-1936, 183. The survey of Fountain Houses
represented on vases conducted mainly by Orlandos (OpAav6og 1916, 94 -107) do not throw much light on
the shape of their roof.

7 The fountain house at Thessaloniki known as Zéy Zov (Bedévng 2005, k. 34-37), of the Ottoman
period, has a vaulted roof but it is of a different construction; warm thanks to Dr D. Ignatiadou for drawing
my attention to this fountain.

'8 Lavagne 1988, figs 20-4, 27.

19 Lavagne 1988.

? Brodner 1983, fig. T 36b.

*l Hodge 1992, 25.
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fountains became more ornate and thus more pleasing aesthetically and adorned not
only the cities but also royal and private residences of the elite.* The Hellenistic dynasts
viewed fountains and water displays as a source of pleasure and combined them with
rustic landscapes creating thus «the illusion of a natural setting» in the middle of a city as
is evident in the Classical literature.* This wish to combine the beauty of the countryside
with urban life was accentuated by the Romans who created beautiful estates with more
ornate fountain houses and water displays, which became a central element in the
residences of the elite.

With this in mind, it is possible that most embellishments may have been made or
added during the Hellenistic or the Roman period: the red tiles of the floor and the
decorative bands that may have been created to give the impression of a more
sophisticated construction with half-columns supporting the vaulted ceiling. The red
floor tiles with the incised cross may be more of Roman than Hellenistic date. This date
conforms with the general picture of the Pediada during the Roman period where a
number of large settlements were built, aqueducts and baths were constructed. Extensive
Roman settlements have been identified by the author by as well as near the west branch
of the Karteros river and remains of bath installations exist only 500 m. north-east of the
Fountain House on the opposite side of the river.

Whether thus the construction of the Fountain House was originally part of an
ambitious project of a tyrant, a Hellenistic dynast or a Roman noble (that may have in
fact incorporated it into his private estate), or it was built and decorated at a go by a
Roman noble has to remain open and at the moment leave the Fountain House floating
between the Archaic and the Roman periods although some additions and refurbishing
may have been made even later.

THE SOCIAL DIMENSIONS

The practical use of a Fountain House with a large reservoir was to collect water
during the night in order to cover the needs of the day. The existence of the Fountain
House in this particular area of the Pediada implies the existence nearby of a large
settlement, an idea that is further supported by the distribution of pottery sherds around
the Fountain House that extends down to the confluence of the two watercourses
mentioned above. Piles of building stones along field boundaries in the whole area as
well as the existence of wine presses and mortars point to the same idea.

The Karteros river, especially its west branch into which the overflow of the
Fountain House must have run, is even now the richest river in the Pediada. It is fed by
many springs that are still active along its course from Arkalochori (Agia Semni) to
Amnissos in the north sea.

Whether or not the spring and the river between them determined the choice for
the multi-period settlements around the Fountain House cannot now be told. During the
Minoan period the spring may well have been the first and major factor that determined
the choice of the settlement: in the Pediada region, as mentioned above, Bronze-Age
settlements are mostly found associated with perennial springs. Other positive factors are
the fertile soils present between the two watercourses. Another major factor must have
been the pastures provided by the hilly area above and south of the Fountain House.

2 For such fountains at Pella in Macedonia see Berg 1994, especially chapter 2.
» Berg 1994, 72-3, 105-6.
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The defensibility of the hill could have also contributed to the choice of the site. Most
importantly the settlement at Astritsi Kephala may have been responsible for the
construction of this lower settlement; they must have had at certain periods an
interdependent relationship relying on the location of this lower settlement by the west
branch of the Karteros —a major route that connected the north sea with the Omphalion
Pedion and all the regions around it (Monofatsi, the Mesara, the south sea, the Lassithi
mountains and plateau).*

Of course the spring will surely have remained among the foremost factors. This is
made evident by the construction of the Fountain House. If, as discussed above, the
Fountain House in its present form is the result of rebuilding and refurbishing in
different periods, such reconstruction of itself makes plain just how much of an asset to
the settlement (or to a particular person) it was. Since there are other springs in the area,
and a river runs immediately below the Fountain House, it is possible that the spring had
something more to offer than plain water. We know from the Classical Greek writers that
they could appreciate good quality in water. Hippocrates® (late fifth and early fourth
centuries B.C.) wrote that® «The best water for drinking is that from high places and
from earthly hills, because this water is sweet and clear —warm in the winter and cold in
the summer because it comes from deep springs». He also discussed the orientation of
springs and that of cities: an eastern exposure gives the city clear, sweet-smelling, soft,
delightful water, «because the rising sun purifies» the site and its water. He further stated
that «the best springs open to the east».

If Hippocrates’ views are taken into consideration, it seems that the spring (of the
Fountain House), gushing out as it does from an earthly hill and facing east too, could
have been believed to have water of a quality highly appreciated in antiquity. Might this
elaborately-built Fountain House —with plentiful water of excellence, surrounded by
thick vegetation, only a hundred metres distance from the river and many other springs
and with two niches, appropriate for statues of deities, actually flanking the spring—
have been associated with some deity or water-nymphs?®’
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Fig. 2 Map of the area of the Fountain House with the west branch of the Karteros
river (mmediately east of the Fountain House) and its tribunaries, the springs and
the old wells of the area.
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Fig 3 The area of the Fountain House from east (the arrow points to it); Astritsi Kephala on top
of the hill on the left.

Fig. 4 The Fountain House from east.
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Flg 5 The Fountain House with basin full of water; the two springs emerge from the west wall.

Fig. 6 The empty cavities of the second upper spring above the Fountain House.
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Fig:7 The Fountain House with the basin full of water; the ferns grow from the natural rock projections.
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Fig. 9 The anta adjacent to the south wall of the Fountain House.
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Fig.10 The Fountain House: the floor with tiles and the natural rock projections below the large tunnels.

Fig. 11 The Fountain House: one of the rectangular red floor tiles.



A vaulted fountain house in the Pediada region in central Crete

111

Fig. 13 The two springs: the one defined by the arch discharges into a channel that runs along
the natural rock projection.
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Fig. 14 The o

void lower spring.
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Fig. 17 The take off clay pipe and the surrounding plaster in the east wall.



114

Nikos Panagiotakis

Fig.18 The Fountain House basin with the plaster band (north west corner).

Fig.19 The arched spring with the band of red tiles and the layer of plaster over it.



A vaulted fountain house in the Pediada region in central Crete 115

Fig. 20 One of the two shallow niches created by the bands of tiles (south west corner).
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Fig. 21 The Fountain House from east.
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Fig. 23 The Fountain House: section east-west seen from north.
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Fig. 24 The Fountain House
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