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TOO SHAMELESS, EVEN FOR THE GUTTERS! PROSTITUTES
IN TRALLEIS

Avery interesting decree from Tralleis, prohibiting access to the sanctuaries and the
gymnasium to oi év kivaiSeia Brovtes, has been published recently by Hasan Malay, Mariana
Ricl, and Davide Amendola, with an erudite commentary.' The decree targets passive
homosexuality, as we may infer from the phrase n&ocav &ppntov Uppw memdvbaci[v] (‘they
have suffered every unspeakable lewdness’, or ‘violation of their honor’). “YBpis is often
used in connection with rape.” In this note, I am not concerned with the significance of
this text for the study of attitudes towards homosexuality in Imperial Asia Minor, and
more generally, for sexual morality, but with a fragmentary passage that has puzzled the
editors.

The proposers of the decree remind of the city’s high moral standards, by pointing
to the treatment of prostitutes. The editors read:

6 8t Bijuos oUtws éppeoT|a]
PSS eUkoopiav ¢doTe kal Tas eT[an]-
20 [po]Uoas &amd TV ¢ dupodicov eEA&[oal]
[&]el TOTeov Tva undt péxpis ob [T1 86ET]

[T]6 oeuvdv évoxAfiTan Tiis T[SAecos].

They translate: ‘the people are so enthusiastic about orderly behavior that they also
always remove the women who work as prostitutes from the places on the streets lest not
even until [a decision is reached] the virtue of the city be disturbed’.

In this reading, the measure to drive prostitutes away from oi ém’ apugodicov TémO1 Was
a temporary one, pending future arrangements. There are problems with these
restorations. First, é\&[oat | &Jei is an odd formulation; additionally, the restoration ¢éA&[oa]
brings line 20 to a total of 28 letters, as opposed to 27 letters in line 19 and 26 letters in
line 22. One should simply restore é\a[v|v]e.

More problematic is the idea that the city had only taken temporary measures —
presumably, by means of a decree —, preventing prostitutes from offering their services on
the streets, awaiting the passing of another, better decree. But there is also a linguistic
problem. The proposed restoration does not account for the emphatic und¢ (‘not even’).
Furthermore, to judge from the good photograph, the last letter of line 20 is not entirely
preserved; only an upper left oblique stroke of an upsilon or a chi is preserved. Given the

! Malay, Ricl, and Amendola 2018.
? E.g. Todd 1993, 276-279.
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context, that is, the removal of prostitutes ‘from the places adjacent to the gutters’ (&mo
T&V e dueodicov Témeov) —and not ‘from the streets’ (&upoda)—,” 1 suggest restoring undt
uéxpts ox[etcv]. The syntagma prite uéxpi(s) + word in the genitive, is quite common." In
this restoration, the passage reads:

6 8t Bijuos oUTws Eppaot[at]
PSS eUkoopiav cdoTe kal Tas eT[an]-
20 [po]Uoas &md TV T &dupodicov eAa[U]-
[v]et TéTreov fva unde uéxpis ox[eTéV]

[T]6 oeuvodv évoxAfiTan Tiis T[SAecos].

‘The people has such vigorous zeal towards good order that it even removes the
prostitutes from the places adjacent to the sewers that flank the streets, so that the city’s
sense of decency is not disturbed, not even as far as the gutters’.

If this restoration is correct, the decree then displays a feeling of moral disgust
towards the prostitutes, who are not good even for the gutter. The importance of disgust
as a medium used to stigmatize and marginalize individuals and groups has been discussed
by David Lateiner and Dimos Spatharas in their introduction to an excellent collective
volume on the feeling of disgust.” In his study on the terminology of prostitution in ancient
Greece, K. K. Kapparis has shown that prostitution is often associated with filth.® Although
the word éxetés usually has a neutral meaning, denoting any kind of channel or conduit,
from the arteries of the human body to sewers,” in the Imperial period it can also be
associated with filth and bad smell. In his definition of &vtippacts, that is, the ironical or
sarcastic use of a word in order to signify its opposite, the grammarian Tryphon mentions
oxeTés as a euphemism for BépRopos.” When oxetds is used in the meaning of ‘sewer’ or
‘gutter’ (in urban contexts), it is occasionally characterized as BépPopos or akdbaptos, and
this probably reflects the common experience of city dwellers. Artemidoros, for instance,
mentions an athlete who dreamt of ‘a channel of water filled with dung and filth’ (éxetov
UdaTos EumAecov kéTpou kai PopRspou).” The negative usage of oxetés is attested abundantly
in the works of early Christian authors. For instance, John Chrysostom compares the
wicked man with a corpse: ‘the corpse stinks for ten days, whereas he [the wicked man]
exhales foul odor throughout his life, and his mouth is filthier than the sewers’ (dxetrcov
akabaptétepov).'’ In his attack against the Karpokratians, Epiphanios of Salamis compares

3 Cf. the expression apgodika Wdata in SEG XLVIII 743 = I.Beroia 41(c. AD 100-150); it refers to water in
gutters, not in streets. On &upodov = ‘street’, see du Bouchet 2008, 58-60; Ficuciello 2008, 56-64; but the word
may designate am urban space consisting of clusters of houses; see Saba 2008.

4 E.g. Chariton 8.1.16: pf) kexowcovnkévan 8¢ autéd pnde péxpt phuatos, Galen 111 792.10 ed. Kithn: und¢ uéxpt
Tiis apxiis; Eusebios, Demonstratio evangelica 3.5.76: undt uéxpt Seutépou xitédvos.

® Lateiner and Spatharas 2017, 23-35. See also Spatharas 2021.

® Kapparis 2011, 227.

7 E.g. Plato, Timaios 77c8: olov év kimois dxetols; Aelian, De natura animalium 17.44: 6xetds ... kaBapod iSaTtos;
Galen, Ars medica 1.341.12-13: ta 8 €ig autoUs fikovta TV ayyeicwv olov dxeTol Tivés elow.

8 Tryphon, Peri tropon 2.15: 8tav mteoxdv Thouoiov kaAduey kai Ty XoAiv yAukeiav kai Tov BdpBopov dxetév. On
antiphrasts, see Quintilian, Institutio oratoria 8.6.57; 9.2.47.

9 Artemidoros, Oneirokritika 5.79.

% John Chrysostom, PG 57.349.13-15: 6 utv yop Séka 88cobev nuépas’ oltos 8¢ &mavta Tov Biov Sucwdias
&TOTIVEl, oTOHA Exo OXETAV akabapTdTepov. AkdBapTos oxetds also in PG 58.660.23; 58.751.11-12; 64.19.32-33.
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the disclosure of their actions with the opening of a sewer (éxetds) that would let out a
terrible stench: ‘again, I am afraid to say what sort of actions, or I might uncover a trench
like a hidden sewer, and some might think that I am causing the blast of foul odor’
(1.274.5: moiav 8¢ mpaiv dédia w&Aw eimeiv, un BopRdpou Siknu KekaAULUEVOU OXETOV ATTOKAAUWE
kai Tiot 88Ew AowchBous Sucoouias épydleoabal Thy éupdpnotv; translated by Frank Williams)."!

Interestingly, John Chrysostom explicitly associates prostitutes with éxetof. In one
of his homilies (PG 60.626.33-35) he castigates people who turn to prostitutes: leaving the
clean source of water, you run to the sewer; for the body of the prostitute is a sewer of
filth’ (kai THv TNy MV d@évTes THY kabapdv, émi Tol BopPdpou ToOV dxeTov TpéxeTe. “OTI BépRopos TO
Tiis Tdpvns odpa).'?

Although &xetés does not always mean ‘gutter’, the aforementioned evidence shows
that its can be associated with filth. The decree from Tralleis is highly rhetorical. Its author
starts with reminding citizens of the moral traditions of the city (lines 7-18): ‘whereas the
people have always revered the prudent and just conduct of our fathers, who adorned the
city with pure laws and customs, and whereas due to the shamelessness many offensive
things are attempted now, so that the ones who cannot even conceal that they have
suffered every unspeakable insult do not keep away neither from the sanctuaries nor from
the gymnasia, but as if no basins for lustral water nor laws are set up, they force their way
into places wherever it is not good nor proper for them to be seen’ (¢mel v odoppova kal
Sikaiav &ywynv | 6 Bfjuos &el TeTelunkev TGOV TaTépwo[v] | Ev Te vépols kal #Becv kabBapois
Biax | kexoounkS TV THY A" TOAAG B¢ veddTepa 81’ dvaioxuvTias Te | TOAUNTaL, COTE UATE TGV iepddv
U TE TEV yupvaoiwv &méxeofal Tous oudt Aabeiv Suvapévous &ti T&oav &ppntov UBpv memivbaoi[v],
| &AM o5 uriTe mEpipavTnpicov uiTe | VoUWV KEREvwv eioPBialovTal | &Tou un kaAdv undt dciov
avtoufs] | épachar; translated by H. Malay, M. Ricl, and D. Amendola, modified).

The image of ‘purity’ explicitly mentioned at the beginning of the text, with
reference to the pure laws and customs (véuors kai €8 kabapois) and implicitly alluded to
by the reference to the lustral basins (wepipavtnpicov) is contrasted with the image of filth
that one associates with the gutters on the sides of the streets (dupsdia) and the sewers (undt
uéxprs ox[etcov]). With the arousal of disgust —a common strategy of social stigmatization—,
the author of the decree seeks to elicit the moral condemnation of prostitutes and passive
homosexuals.
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