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Abstract

Recent strong seismic excitation (2005-2006), which occurred at the northwestern part
of the Hellenic arc and north of Samos Island close to the coasts of the Asia Minor, is
investigated under the aspect of temporal variation seismicity profile of activated
seismic zones. Seismicity profile is constructed by the means of the; FastBEE analysis
introduced recently. Seismicity parameters considered in this study are b-value, en-
ergy released in the form logE”™” and the quantity logN of the cumulative number of
events, in the examined area.

Due to homogeneity and completeness reasons, the earthquakes with magnitudes
M;2>3.0 since 1990 from the earthquake catalogue of the Geodynamic Institute of
the National Observatory of Athens, is used to perform the present analysis in both
areas.

Temporal variation profiles for both areas show a remarkable fluctuation around
their mean value and specifically above the limits of the calculated standard errors
behaviour forming a temporal pattern, which can be attributed to earthquake
preparation process. In this temporal pattern, b value, which is related to the seis-
mogenic process in many previous studies all over the world shows a tendency to
increase and then to decrease before the occurrence of a strong earthquake, and at
the same time the quantity logE”” shows a tendency to decrease and then to in-
crease before the strong event occurrence Misidentification of such a clear pattern
Jor a period of time can be attributed to the lack of adequate data.

Key words: Seismicity parameters, b- value, energy, temporal variation, seismicity
pattern.

NepiAnyn

2y mapodoo epyodio. eCeTaleTal ) TPOTYATH KOl CHUAVTIKOTEPY 1GVPI] OEIGUIKH JPOi-
opioTHTe. Tov ekonlmbnke oto Popetodvtiké Tunue tov EAMAnvikot télov kar oty me-
pioyn Bopeia ths Xiov kord to ypoviké ddornue. 2005-2006, H elétaon éyve kdrw
OO TO TPIoUA THS HEAETHG TOV GEIGUIKOD TPOPIA THG YPOVIKHG UETOPOANS THG OEIGUIKO-
THTOG TV JIEYEPUEVOV TEPIOY V. To oe1oUIKs TPOPIA onovpyRbnke ue ™ xprHon tov
mpoopata. mpotalbévios alyopiuov FastBEE. H avdivon ue tov mpoovopepbévia al-
Yop1Ouo mepLlapPaver T LEAETH THS YPOVIKNG UETGPOING O10POPmV GEIGUIKOV TOPOE-
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Py, onws 1 b-value, evépysia ue w popen logEZ/ ? kar v moaétnra logN émov N
ghva 0 abpoloTikos opIBUOS TV CEIoUMDY OTHY TEPIOYH HEAETHC.

H avdtvon mepidoufaver oeiouois ané tov katdloyo tov I'ewdvvouixod Ivetitodtov
tov EAA yio tyv mepiodo 1990 éwg mpoopara, emeidn to deiyua twv dedousvawy atny
XPOVIKH aUTH TEPIOSO QPEVOS KOADTITEL TIG AVAyKeS THS aveAvang, agetépov Bewpeitol
IO OUOIOYEVES KO TIO TIANPES OF GYEON LUE TPORYOVUEVES TEPIGO0VS. Ta dedouéva twv
ooV gival TAnpn yio peyétn My=3.0 i ueyadvtepo

Ta amoteléopota THG UEAETHG THS XPOVIKHG UETOLOANS TWV OEICUIKDV TOPOUETPWOV
ot0. TAQICLO. THG TPOTEYYITNS EXOVY TH UOPPR YPOPHUATIV TPLOY XPOVOTEIPMOV LE TO.
avTioToLy o TOTIKG. 0QAApTe TV eEETAlOUEVMYV TEIGUIKOV TOPAUETPWV.

O1 ypoviKég UeTofoAEG Kon oTIG ODO TEPIOYES OELYVOVY UIc THUAVTIKH S1AKDUAVEH YO-
PO QIO TIG PETES TIUES TV TOPOUETPMY YIAL TO ECETALOUEVO XPOVIKO O1GOTHUO. OXH-
potidovrag éva ypovikd mpotumo yio kale mepioyi wov uropei va arodolel otig diep-
YOOTIES TPOTAPAGKEVHS LIS TEIGUIKNG OLEYEponG. E1dikd ovykekpyuéves paoeic twv
XPOVIKOY UETAPOADY TV TOpousTpv b Ko evépyelag, yio. Tic OT0IES DIAPYOVY oa-
peic avapopéc oty diebvyy fiflioypagia, oty petofoly) Tovg ovvdéetar ye TS digp-
YOOIES TPOETOYLOTIOS YEVEONS TELOUNV, Oglyvovy va. tavtifovial ue kabe oelouikn
dpaotnpLotnTa oTic vmo eCétaony mepLoyes. H popen tov mpotdmov e oeioukotnTag
eival 10100Tepa. COPRHS OTHY TEPITTWON THS dpactnpiotytas tov loviov ar” ot otn
dpaotnpiotnta Popeia e Zapov. Or TPOAVAPEPOUEVES YPOVIKES LETOPOAES yapa-
Ktnpilovy Kabe mepioyn kar umopovy va amodoBovy ot cOVORKES, OTIS YewdvVOuL-
KEG O1EPYATIES KAl TO YEWTEKTOVIKG, THG XOPOKTHPLOTIKG. Q6TOG0 1 TOIOTHTA THS ElL-
PAVIONS EVOG TAPODS YPOVIKOD TPOTOTOV UTOPEL Vo. EXNPEALETaL ard T0 TANBOG TV
OEIOUOV KO Gpa TO pOOUOC EKAVGNG THG GEIOUIKHG EVEPYELAG.

AE&e1g Kig10wd: Leiouikés mapauetpol, Xpoviky petafloln, Zeiouixn evépyeia, Hopd-
HETPOS b.

1. Introduction

Strong earthquakes are not isolated events. Their occurrence time is affected by tectonic loading
due to the slow motion of the tectonic plates and stress changes caused by the occurrence of previ-
ous events (Scholz 1990, Harris 1998). In this sense temporal variation of geodynamic regime
studies have received little attention, mostly due to the lack of data sets that are suitable for detect-
ing such variations. These can be expressed in terms of seismicity parameter analysis, like energy
release, focal mechanism studies, seismic b-value estimates etc (Romanowicz 1993, Press and Al-
len 1995). It is well established that the b-value of the frequency-magnitude distribution of earth-
quakes is related to the seismogenic process and changes of b-value contain information on differ-
ences in the physics of the process that generates earthquakes (Mogi 1962, Scholz 1968, Wyss
1973, Wang 1988, Carter and Berg 1981). Since stress in a region varies with time due to the gen-
eration of large earthquakes (build-up and release of stress) an analogous time variation, of b-value
and energy should be followed. Therefore, a relation should be existing between energy, b-value
and the time of occurrence of large earthquakes in a tectonically homogeneous region.

Temporal variations of h-value have been detected prior to major earthquakes in Japan and Greece,
(Imoto 1991, Baskoutas et al. 2004). On the other hand the number of earthquakes and the rate of
energy released in space and time introduce the measure of seismicity in certain areas. It is now
well known that strain is accumulated over time and then is released in the form of large earth-
quakes. Therefore spatial and temporal behaviour of seismicity, expressed in the terms of these
parameters, could be related also to the geodynamic process (Kisslinger ef al. 1985).

The Aim of this study is to investigate the temporal behaviour of seismicity, under the aspect of
new approach of analysis of seismicity parameters in the central lonian Sea in the western part of
the Hellenic arc and in Cesme Gulf, north of Samos Island, which recently, during 2005-2006,
were affected by a series of strong earthquakes.
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2. Data and analysis

Cesme Peninsula north of Samos Island (hereafter Samos earthquake activity) during October 2005
has experienced a strong seismic activity with magnitudes of the stronger events ranging from 5.2 to
6.1 within a time period of fourteen days. In the central part of the Ionian Sea at the same month (Oc-
tober 2005) one more significant seismic activity started and lasted until April 2006. This excitation
also included a number of strong shocks located south of Zakynthos Island (hereafter Zakynthos
earthquake activity) and with magnitudes ranging from 5.7 to 6.1 Richter scale. Table I and II respec-
tively. In order to examine the temporal profile of seismicity parameters of the areas affected by these
two strong seismic activities, within a time period of fourteen days Table I and II respectively. In order
to examine the temporal variation of seismicity parameters of the areas affected by these two strong
seismic activities, FastBEE algorithm (Papadopoulos ef al. 2003), has been applied on data sets
taken from the Earthquake Catalogue of the Geodynamic Institute, of the National Observatory of
Athens (NOA), from 1990 to 2006 in the broader area of the respective seismic activities. The epicen-
ters of the earthquakes taken into account to perform the seismicity profile analysis have been plotted
on figures 1 and 2 respectively. The examined period in the present analysis was considered since
1990 because of the homogeneity of the catalogue data comparing to the previous period. Here it is
noteworthy to mention that usual errors on magnitude and location of earthquake don’t affect qualita-
tively the results of FastBEE analysis. The completeness threshold magnitude in the examined space
and time period is 3.0 for both areas.

4.5 25.0 25.5 26.0 26.5 2.0 21.5 28.0 28.5

245 250 255 2.0 265 270 2.5 280 285
Figure 1 — Epicenters of events for the analysis of seismicity parameter in Samos 2006

strong earthquake activity. Numbered stars show the stronger events in chronological or-
der (Table 1)
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Table 1 — List of M>5.2 earthquakes of Samos 2005 seismic activity

A/A Date hh.mm Lat Lon Magn (Ms)
1 17-10-2005 05.45 38.13 26.59 6.0
2 17-10-2005 09.46 38.14 26.59 5.9
3 20-10-2005 21.40 38.15 26.63 6.1
4 31-10-2005 05.26 38.12 26.66 5.2
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Figure 2 — Epicenters of events for the analysis of seismicity parameter in the seismogenic
zone S-SW of Zakynthos Island. Numbered stars show the stronger events in chronological
order (Table 2)

Table 2 — List of M>5.2 earthquakes of Zakynthos 2005-2006 seismic activity

A/A | Date hh.mm Lat Lon Magn (Ms)
1 18-10-2005 15.25 37.58 20.86 6.1
2 04-04-2006 22.50 37.58 20.93 5.7
3 11-04-2006 02.20 37.64 20.92 5.7
4 11-04-2006 17.29 37.68 20.91 59
5 12-04-2006 16.52 37.61 20.95 5.9

Analysis was performed for 4802 and 2115 events respectively. Seismicity parameters, in this study,
are expressed in terms of the logarithm of the cumulative number of earthquakes N, energy release in
the form E*° and b-value. This last was obtained by the maximum likelihood estimation method at-
tributed at the end of each time window. Time series were obtained with a step of one month and
smoothing by the mean of a triangular filter on overlapping time window of 9 months.
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3. Results

Seismic excitations that took place near Zakynthos Island (western part of the Hellenic Arc) and
Samos Island (back arc Aegean area), in 2005 to 2006 were examined in terms of the temporal varia-
tion of seismicity parameters (Figs 3, 4). For this purpose earthquake data since 1990 up to 2006 were
used, a period when the catalog is complete and homogeneous and the respective seismicity parame-
ters were estimated and shown as an function of time.

In all cases, the calculated standard errors are shown with continue bold lines for quantities logN and
logE”” and standard deviation for each b-value estimate, as well as time series smoothing with a red
bold line. Moreover timely on the graph stronger events within the examined time period also have
been marked by red arrows on the time axis.

Time series show a remarkable fluctuation around their mean value and specifically above the lim-
its of the calculated standard errors, for both examined seismogenic zones. Nevertheless form and
quality characteristics of temporal variation time series are different for each region.

re specifically, in the case of the area located S-SW of Zakynthos Island, the temporal variation for
all three parameters show a sinusoidal curve which fluctuate around their mean values and which
is more clear in case of b-value and energy release and less in case of the quantity logN (Fig. 3).
Especially the variation of b-value follows a sinusoidal curve with alternation of six relative min-
ima and maxima, with mean value of 1.09 and 1.40 respectively, around the global mean b-value,
which is equal to 1.25. On the same graph, the time coincidence of the strong earthquake activity
with the corresponding appearance of relative minima of b-value are evident. Approximate recur-
rence period of relative minima and maxima since 1990, is found to be three years. Discrepancy
for events numbered 4, 6, and 7 can be neglected since their epicenters lie at the edge of the exam-
ined area (Figs 3, 1). The mean time duration of the decreasing phase of b-value estimates, starting
from previous relative maximum is about two years. On the other hand the fluctuation of temporal
variation of the quantity logE>” around its mean value, in the same time period shows the same
appearance of relative maxima and minima which seems to be anti-correlated to the b-value esti-
mates. In figure 3 strong earthquake activity is observed mostly during the increasing phase of
quantity logE*? after a relative minimum. Duration and shape of relative minima and maxima are

more irregular than in the case of b-value.
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Figure 3 — Temporal variation time series of seismicity parameters logN, b-value and
E”’for zone S-SW of Zakynthos Island. Arrows to the time axis shows the events reported
in Table-3
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Table 3 — List of M, >5.2 earthquakes for Zakynthos seismic area during 1990-2006

A/A Date hh.mm Lat Lon Magn (Ms)
1 1994-04-16 23.09 37.43 20.58 53
2 1997-11-18 13.07 37.26 20.49 6.1
3 1997-11-18 13.13 37.36 20.65 5.6
4 1997-11-18 15.23 37.25 21.16 5.0
5 1998-01-10 19.21 37.12 20.73 52
6 1998-10-06 12.27 37.18 21.12 5.2
7 1998-10-08 03.50 37.79 20.27 52
8 1999-06-11 07.50 37.57 21.12 5.
9 2002-12-02 04.58 37.80 21.15 5.3
10 2005-10-18 15.25 37.58 20.86 5.6
11 2006-04-04 22.05 37.58 20.93 5.2
12 2006-04-11 00.02 37.64 20.92 52
13 2006-04-11 17.29 37.68 20.91 5.4
14 2006-04-12 16:52 37.61 20.95 5.4

However, the relative increases and decreases of the quantity /ogN do not exhibit a clear correlation
with b-value and energy temporal variations This pattern concerns the cases of the end of 1997, 2002
as well as of the end 2005 and beginning of 2006 in the considered seismogenic zone. Strong earth-
quakes take place after a long period of low JogN values, like a seismic quiescence period, and can be
considered as a formation of a qualitative temporal pattern, which can be attributed to earthquake
preparation process.

In this temporal pattern, b value, which has been related to the seismogenic process in many previ-
ous studies all over the world, shows a tendency to increase and then to decrease before the occur-
rence of a big earthquake. At the same time the quantity logE”” shows a tendency to increase be-
fore the occurrence of a big earthquake after passing a period of relative low as well as logN.
Some times weakness in constructing such a clear pattern for a period of time can be attributed to
the lack of a sufficient number of data adequate to support this temporal fluctuation of these three
parameters.

In the second case, the temporal variation of the same parameters was examined for the same time
period (1990 to 2006). The temporal variation of b-value shows a sinusoidal form till 1995, afterwards
it flattens around a mean equal to 1.04, lasting from 1996 to 2001. Nevertheless alternate minima and
maxima can also be observed at the beginning of 1993, 1995, end of 2003 and 2005, respectively (Fig.
4). Mean b-values of relative minima and maxima are 0.88 and 1.30, respectively.

Once more, strong earthquake activity (marked with red arrows on the graph of figure 4) can be corre-
lated with the presence of relative minima although in the case of 2003 activity is not so clear (mostly
because the values of the graph are auto ranged). The 1992 and 2006 activities seem to be correlated
although a little delayed in respect to the observed relative minimum.

The fluctuation of temporal variation of the quantity logE*” around the mean value in the examined
period, as in the Zakynthos case, seems to be anti-correlated to the b-value estimates. In figure 4 strong
earthquake activity it is observed mostly during the increasing phase of quantity logE”” time series
after passing a relative minimum. The relative minima of the quantity JogVN and especially the increas-
ing phase of their temporal variations show a clear correlation with occurrence of strong earthquake
activity of the beginning of 1996, 2003 and the end of 2005, respectively.
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Figure 4 — Temporal variation time series of seismicity parameters logN, b-value and E”*for
Cesme peninsula seismic area. Arrows to the time axis shows the events reported in the ta-
ble 4

Table 4 — List of M>5.2 earthquakes for Samos seismic area during 1990-2006

A/A | Date hh.mm Lat Lon Magn (Ms)
1 11-06-1992 19.08 38.09 27.19 5.7
2 02-04-1996 07.59 37.89 26.88 5.0
3 10-04-2003 00.40 38.17 26.76 53
4 17-04-2003 22.34 38.19 26.90 59
5 17-10-2005 05.45 38.13 26.59 59
6 17-10-2005 09.46 38.14 26.59 6.1
7 20-10-2005 21.40 38.15 26.63 5.6

4. Conclusions

In this study the recent strong earthquake activity, during 2005-2006, which occurred in the north-
western part of the Hellenic arc, and in the eastern Aegean sea was investigated under the aspect of
temporal variation of specific seismicity parameters by the mean of the new proposed, FastBEE algo-
rithm. Seismicity parameters considered in this approach are used worldwide from many researchers
for their premonitory character and their relationship to the seismogenic process

Results of this study have shown that is possible to construct temporal variation profile for an area
which can be correlated with strong earthquake seismic activity where b-value and energy released
estimates form relative minima and maxima respectively.

The high and constant rate of seismic activity seems to play an important role to formation of the tem-
poral pattern of previously mentioned parameters, as the case of Zakynthos case has shown.

Weakness in constructing such a clear pattern for a period of time can be attributed to the lack of data.
Even though detailed examination of each area under the aspect of FastBEE approach, through the
construction of respective seismicity parameters, temporal variation profiles can give a significant in-
dication of the remaining time of the forthcoming strong earthquake.
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