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ANQ TETAPTOT'ENHX IZHMATOI'ENEXZH XTH AEKANH TQN BAAEAPIAQN®
0. TEAAKITZH' KAI I. ANALTAXAKHE'

IYNOWH

210 Wnuatoyevég xdhvppa tov mubuéva e Aexdvng tov Bakeapidwv, ot Avtiry Meodyelo, 1o Avew
TetapToYeVES OVTLITQOOMITEVETAL OTTO EVOLAOTOMNTELS TOVEPLILTLRGY axohouBUdY, Uy VA WIS doun roL preov
TAOVUS NUITELAYLRES TOQEVOTOWOELS TAOY. Ot gvototinés petaforés g otdbung e BdAacoag, xatd v
tehevtaio yewhoywr| mepiodo, vieEay 0 ®VELog Tapdyovtag eAEYOL TS Wnuatoyéveong ot Aexdvn.

H tayvmra inpatoyéveong firav onpovardg peyoiiteen xatd ta tehevtaio 50.000 €m (42,4-54,6cm/Kyr)
antd mv avtiotoyn xatd to didomua axd 50.000-120.000 €t mow and ofjpepa (=9,7-13,4cm/Kyr).

ABSTRACT

A detailed sedimentological study has been performed on five long piston cores recovered from the Balearic
Abyssal Plain, the largest plain in the Mediterranean Sea. All the cores were dominated by multiple turbidite
sequences, most of them displaying pronounced upward fining. The presence of a megaturbidite bed represent-
ing a single depositional event is observed in all the cores.

Biostratigraphic correlation of the interlayered pelagic beds, using a high resolution nannofossil zonal scheme,
suggests that the sediments in the cores date back to 50-100kyrs BP and that the age of the megabed is less than
50kyrs BP. The sedimentation rates for the last 50kyrs (over 50cm/Kyr) are greater in the northern and central
Balearic Plain as compared to the lower sedimentation rates of 40cm/Kyr in the southern margin of the plain.
Sedimentation rates (9,7-13,4cm/Kyr) are significantly reduced in the time interval between 50-120kyrs. The
emplacement of the megaturbidite and the minor turbidites coincide with the sea level low stands. During these
periods, great part of the continental shelf was revealed and processes sush as erosion, transportation and posi-
tion became more intense.

AEZEIZ KAEIAIA: Avo Tetaptoyeveg, Afvoow Iediddo Bareapidwv, nuatoyéveon, tovpfLditng.
KEY WORDS: Late Quaternary, Balearic Abyssal Plain, sedimentation, turbidite.

1. EIZATQI'H

H Agzdvn twv Bakeopidwv eivon 1 peyaritegn Aexdvn oty Meodyero, xatahopfdvoviog to ueyaiitepo
TUipa TG Avtiviic Meooyeiov. duoioypagund amoterel o afvoowr] medudda, BdBovg mepimov 3000m, n omoio
neQuBdMhetar antd To Evpomaind xon 1o ApLravins NrelQmTiks nepLmoLo.

2o mhaiowo tov Evpomairot Kowotiwov Igoypdupatog MAST II PALAEOFLUX, mpaypotomouionxe
ong apyég tov 1995 gpevvnuny wueovoypaguxt arootoky ot Meodyewo (and Maooorio I'arhiag péyor
Agpeoo6 Kumpov), pe to Fodrd wxreavoypoagund oxdpos MARION DUFRESNE. Katd ™ dudoxeia tov
WREAVOYQOUPLHOU TTAG L, CUALEYXON ROV OUVOALRA 32 TTUETVES, PEYLOTOV UIjxoUg 36m, £X TWV OTTO{MV 5 TEOEEYOVTOL
o ™ Agrdvn tov Boleapidwv (oy.1).

2. YIIOOAAAZZIA MOP®OAOITA KAI TEQAOI'TA

H vroBaldoota poggoroyia g Avtirig Aexdvng tg Meooyeiov ®uplaQyeital 0To XEVIQKG TNG TUWINA
artd ) peydin Apvoouxn Iedidda twv Bakeapidwv, tov oguodeteital xupiwg and T Zapdnvia xa mv Kogovxn
ot ovatoMxd ko ané ta viowd Bokeapideg ota dvtnd (oy.1). Mepupepeiand mepurheieton eite amd gvpeieg
VPOAORONTIOES o EXTETOUPEVE NTELRMTIRG, TTEQLOWELE, GTtwg 0 KGAmog tov A€ovtog, 0 KGArog g Bakéviowa
raw 1) Odhaooo Alumdpay, eite TEQLOOGTEQO 1] MyGTEQO amtdroNpuva TeQLBmELa, drtwg Ta [Teptfdoia Avyvpiog
xaw IpoPnyyiog (Biju-Dival et al, 1974, Stanley et al, 1974). Xagoxtmototxy givor 1 Tapovoia yipm o
Aendvn TE00GEWY peydlmv viroBardooimy putidinv —tov Podavod, tov "Efov, g Baiévrowa xaw tg Mevdpxro

* LATE QUATERNARY SEDIMENTATION IN THE BALEARIC BASIN
1. Havemonjuo Abnvayv, Twijpa Fewhoyiag, Topéag Iotopuriig F'ewhoyiog & TTalatovrohoyiag, 15784 Zaypdgov.
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(Maldonado & Stanley, 1979, Maldonado et al, 1985)- ta omoia pe ™) ouveyrj toogpodooia oe iEnpa petafdrrovv
™V voBahdooL ToToyapia ™G AERAVNG.

H ABvoouri Iedudda twv Bakeapidwv dopeitar ad amorentvopnévo phold mtdyovg Skm xow puo ovateen
Wtnuatoyevii axohovbic, g omoiag To mayog avépyeton ota 5-6km (Hsd, 1977). H i{npatoyevrig axorovBio
omoteleltan amd Tig ardhovdeg ToELs xUpLeg oeLp€s (Mauffret et al, 1973, Kidd et al, 1978, Taccarino & Bossio,
1999, Pierre et al, 1999 noun Linares et al, 1999) o ta avidTeQQ TEOS TA RATWTEQC TUIUOTOL:

Zyrjua 1: BaBvuerounds ydorns s Asxdvns tov Baleagidwv, drov onueidvovrar ot Boeis v mvorvov. Ta

Pdbn eivar oe m.
Figure 1: Bathymetric map of the Balearic Basin, depicting the location of the piston cores. Depths in m.

e Mo ITheroxorvin-TetaQToyevii 0eLpd TEQNTELRMTLXOU 1| NULTEAAYLROU TINAOY, pE EVOLAOTOWOELS
aAGxBovav, BloxAaoTr@dy axohovBidy.

e M efomogitiry oglpd niwiag Meosonviov, mov ywEiletor 08 po avoTEEY ERATOQLTLXI] VITOEVETNTO
evolaydv pdgyag, dohopitn, avudeity, YUOPou xow ahiTn RoL Hio KOTHTEQY VITOEVOTNTA GAUTOS KO

e  Mua mpo-efamoprtirr oepd, nhxiog mBovév Metoxauwvixiig (Tahoudtegng tov Meoonviov) xouw xatd B€oeig
mBavév Ohyoxrawvixiic, pe aEtoonueiwrn opldviia otpwpdrwon. Ipdxertol yio mehayind Emg NUITEAXyLRA
iCiuata, pdeyes xow TNAOUS, TOV QMOTEANXAV OF CUVBTXES TUOOUOLES PE OVTEG TTOU ETLXQATOUV OTJUEQQ
otV TEQLOYN-

3. MEOOAOAOITA

H mvonvolmypia moaypatomonibnxe pe ) xorjon mvonvodinmy pe €éufodo, tov timov Kullenberg, uinovg
40-60m xau fdovg 7 tévvav, Tov Falxov Ivotitotvtov ywo. vy “Epgvva xoaw myv Texvohoyio twv ITGhwv (IFRTP).
Anfednxay muerives pjrovg omd 27m €wg 36m.

2o (Tnua petenBnxe n TopUmTa 1ixov xow 1 poyvnrxy emdexrtrdtnto. Kotémy €ywve potoypagion xou
0GQWON-dLoyQaYNOT GE QUTOUATO UNYEVIQL.

H (Enuoarohoyx perétn meQueAAuPave poxQooxomuxi] TEQLYQOPY] TwV OTOWUATOV, EAexTirt] devyporohmpio
®aBdg xou xeovohdynon tov tnudtwv pe fdom to TENuaToPéQe kot Ta vavvoaroMBmpdta (Shipboard scien-
tific party of Marion Dufresne cruise 81, 1995). Ta delyporo Towv muorivav petagépdnxav oto Epyaotiolo
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Ithparoroyiag tov Mavemotuiov ABnvay, 6mou €ywve avalvtny Wnuatohoyuryj pelétn, mov teQLeAdppave
Erjoavom (otovg 50°C), pétpnon murvémrag (pe 1o 6pyavo Accupyc 1300 g Micromeritics), xoxxouetoiog (1e
t0 6pyavo Sedigraph 5100 tg Micromeritics) xauw avOooaxwmv (ue ) pébodo twv Muller & Gastner, 1971),
(o%.2) »ou €Eraon g opurrohoyiag (Diffractometer D 5000 tng Siemens) xow Tov ®*AAOUOTOS TG GUUOV OF
SL0@BdAMuO rEooxAmLO.

4. IIEPII'PA®H ITYPHNQN

A. Brootpwporoypagio: Ztov mupiva 1 (LC 1) mpoodiopiotray vuplng eidn E.huxleyi (o mooootd >70%)
xau €0 G.muellerae, evd) amovoudlovy avuumpdonmor tov G.aperta/ericsonii. Baogl avtdv o mupenvag
TOTOBETEITOL OTO RATWTEQO TUUE TS RORROMOWIG Tadvng 1, oty ProCwvn E.huxleyi (Weaver, 1983). H nlwic
Tov dev eivan peyahiteen amd 50.000 ).

Ztov wupnva 2 (LC 2) 1o eidog mov emxpatel uéyor padovg 27,3m eivon 1o E.huxleyi, norxohBixij Tovn 1,
eV oe peyolutepo Bdbog emnpatei to €idog G.muellerae pe avEavopeva Tocootd Tov eidovg G.aperta, yeyovog
mov dnhaver voxroMBury Civn 2. Emopévg oto peyolitepo népog tov mupnva n nhxic tov otpopdtov eivor
uxedteen Tv 50.000 eTtdv, £VH Ta ROTATEQX 5,5m TOV TUEN VA €X0UV NAkio peyaittepn twv 50.000 etdv.

2o mpdta 23,5m tov muptjvag 4 (LC 4) emxpatel to eidog E.huxleyi won to G.muellerae, Goo Poroxopaote
oy xouxoABuri Cavn 1. H xoxxohBux1 xAweida arrdler onuaviird ota 23,5m nepimov. H G.oceanica oy et
vo. ETRQOTEL EVA avEdvetan vaw ) G.caribbeanica. To 610 peta&y 1ng xon 2ng xoxxohBurrig Tavng TomobeTeitan
oto. 25m (0y.3). H avEnon g G.aperta xou  peiwon tov E.huxleyi oto fobitepa orpduato dnAdver xoovixi
Toto0€TON ROVTA 0T0 GPLo 21 *a 3ng ®oxxroMBuwis Cdvng (0x.3). Méyol fdbog 25m ovvavtdue oTodpata
nhxiag pxedtens twv 50.000 etdiv, eved xdtw amé to 25m o oxnpoTtiopol eivor torawdtepot Twv 50.000 etdv
%o pdhoto. Tog T Bdon tov mueva tinotdtovy ta 120.000 ém.

To avdtepo pépog Tov muefva 5 (LC 5) puéyor 1o 21,2m avixrer oty xoxxohBuxy tovn 1, émmg dnrover n
emxpdtnon tov E.huxleyi. Kdtm and to 21,2m 1 emnpdmon tov G.muellerae évavu wov E.huxleyi dnhdiver
xoxroMOu1 Tadvn 2, evdd ) emnpdmon tov G.aperta xou 1) peiwon tov E.huxleyi o Babn peyaritepa tav 30m
dnhaver xoxxohBux1] Cavn 3. Ta mpdto 21m Tov TUENVe. ATOTEAOUVTOL OTTG OTOWUOTO NAKING PLRQGTEQYS TV
50.000 etdiv, Ta evdrdpeco 9m and orpdpora nhxriog peyolitepns twv 50.000 etdv xow puxodtepns twv 120.000
£TAOV *O T TEAEVTOC. 6mM oS oTpwpaTo nhriag peyoriteong twv 120.000 etav.

Ta mpdta 22m tov muprjva 6 (LC 6) avuotouyotv oty xoxxohOwxrj Ldvn 1, Adyw g emxodtnong Tov
E.huxleyi. Zto faBitepa orpdpata 1 peydin agdovio tov G.muellerae 0pLoBeTel GAo TO RGTM HEQOGS TOV TV VAL
mbovag oty xoxxoBui Tavn 2. Ta tehevtaio 0,4m Spwg (Owg va avTLoToL 0TV 0TO RATWTEQO AACTNUA TG
noxuxoMBuniic Edvng 3, 6mov emiong xvpiogyo eidog xhweidag eivar G.muellerae. Avti 1) mBoavémTa EVIoYUETOL
%o and 1o YEYovos tng avEnong tg G.caribbeanica. Ta otpddpata v mpdtmv 21,4m tov muprive. €xouv nhxio
mxpdteen Twv 50.000 eTddv, Ta fabitepa 9,4m petaky 50.000 xow 120.000 etddv xow o tedevtaio 0,4m peyoliteon
tav 120.000 erav.

B. Awootpmpatoypagia (oy.3): O muerivag 1 (LC 1) eMjpnxe and 1o Béoero tuipa g ABvooirig
Meduddas. To peyaritepo Tprpa Tov mupnva cuviotatal ond dvo TouePditirég axolovBieg, Tov ™ Bdom Toug
aOTEAOTY AETTTORORKOL AUUOL RO TEQOG TO. TTAVK TTOROVOLALOVY €viovn xoxxopeTuxt] dtofdBuon. H axolovbia
oV POIOXETOL OTO ROTWTIEQO TUNPA TOV TwENva, ot PdBog and 14,7-23,2m, amotelel €va peyoarovefidit
(tovpPuLditng mov €xer mdyog peyaritego and 2m). To VTGAOWTO TUUA TOV TUENVA CUVIOTOTOL OTt6 AETTORORKOL
otpdpata BoUTTog Be EVOLLOTRWMOELS TEAXY LKWV aQYIAwY, Tomxd Thovolwy ot froyevn xeldign. Ou MBopdosig
TAEOVOLATOUV Paud Ko ELOUSPOLO XODUOLTOL.

O mvenvog 2 (LC 2) eMjpbnre amd 1o xevipurd tpipa thg Apvoowig Ieduddag. To avarego Tujpa Tov
amoteAeitar and dvo TovpPiditinég axolovbiés, mayovs 4,5-8m, T0 PEYAAITEQO TUHUA TWV OTOIWV ROAVTTETO
omd Tovpfudrtind wnhd. H wotditepn arxolovbio amotehei peyatovppudity, mov Poloretar oe Pdbog and 8,8-
15,9m. To zardrtego tuipe neguhapfdver Todhég eviiaotpwoels Tovpfdimntic dupov pe mapepforés amd
AemrdteQeg axolovdieg MGog-mhot. Ot mo ToAES axohovBies TOQOVOLALOUV ROXKOPETOIHES dlafobpioeLs.

O mvpnvag 4 (LC 4) eMjgpBnxze and 10 votio-xevipixd tuiua mg Apvoowns Iediddag. To dve twipa Tov
omoTeAE(TOL ®VEIWG antd €va. peydhov mdyovg tovpPditn, ot Bdbog omd 6,1-16,5m, pe koA ROURONETOLRY
TaEvopnon ad Aemtéroxxn dupo oe IAG.To xdtw tuijpo amoteleitan and apretd pétpa (wepinov 40m)
OUVEXWV EVOANOLYDV AETTGRORRMV TOVEROITIRWDY EVOLOOTOWOEWY.

O muprjvag 5 (LC 5) eMjgbnxe amd 1o vorodutind tuipa g APvoorrc ITediddogs. To avdtoto Tuipa Tov
KUQLOQYETTOL Ot TNV avdmTuEn evdg peyatovpfdit, oe Pdbog and 6,2-11,4m, mov apyilel pe €va otpwua
TOM) AETTORORKNG GUUOV %Ol TEOS TO. TAVW pETOTITTEL O LWdN Tnhé. To ®ordteQo Tprpa tov Tuenva
ovviotatow oté TOMATAES EVOLAOTOWOELS AETTORORAWY TOVEROLTRDV OTOWUATWY PE EAGXLOTO NULTEAOY LG
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Zyripa 3: A1BoorowuatoyQapixés x0Adves Twv vorfvav. Me diaxexouusvy yoouuj onusidverar To dve xai
#dT@ 0pLo TOV ueyarovefiditn. Znucidvovrar emions ra dgia Ing/2ng xar 2ng/3ng xoxxodiOuxijs Sovng
(Toalxart, 1997).

Figure 3: Lithostratigraphic columns of the Long Cores. The upper and lower boundaries of the megaturbidite
are depicted as dashed lines. The boundaries 1st/2nd and 2nd/3rd coccolithic zones are also indicated
(ToalxurCrj, 1997).

npineday Lx6¢ nniég

OTEMROTO.

O mvorjvag 6 (LC 6) eMjgpbnxre and to votoavoroud tujua s Apvoowxnic Iediddag xow amoteleiton amd
Mo OELRE TOVEROLTIRAV CTOWRATOY PaLdY £0G EAOPALOY XOWRATWY, KEOT £1G NECAIOV TdY0VS. ZTO pECAiO
Tuijpe Tov muenva, oe Pfdbog and 14,4-20,1m, epgpovieton vag peyarovePditns. Zto xaTdTeQo TUHE. TOU
TUENVO TUEEUPGAOVTOL CORETA AETTA NUTEAOYIRE. OTQAUOTOL.

5. LZYZHTHEIH-EYMIIEPAZIMATA

e Zt0 1Lnpatoyevég rdhvppa tov mubuéva g Aendvns twv Baleapidwv, ta lipata tov Avdtepou
Teragroyevoig avimpoowmeioviar ®veing and amoBéoels powv fagitroc.
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e AnG g amoBioelg avtég, Eexwoilel €va peydhng whipoxog TovpPudinxd eneloédio (0y.3). H pdon tou
peyoroveBuditn Poloxetar ot peyalitepo BAB0S 0TO avaTOMAAITEQO TR TG AErdvNS (OTovg TtuEnves 1 &
6), 6mov ouvvavtdtar og Badn 23,2m xon 20,1m (avriotowxa) and 6t oto ®eviurs (Tuprjveg 2 & 4), Grov
Boloxeron ota 15,9m xow 16,5m (avriotouya) xon oto dvtnd tuipo (uprjvag 5), émov Poloxeton o PdaBog
11,4m. To mdiyog Tov peyatovpPidit eivar peyaliteQo 0to PEEELO 1oL REVTOLXG TUMUO TG Aexdvng (Tup1iveg
1 & 2), 6nov wupaivetar oxd 8,6-7,1m, and Gt eivon oto véto (upiiveg 5 & 6), Gmov peudvetol ota 5,2-
5,7m, evdd T0 PEYLOTO TAYOG EUPOVITETOL OTO VOTIOXEVTOXG TUpRC (TVETivag 4), avepyduevo ota 10,4m.

e H tepdotia moodtnta vArov Tov peyatovpfiditn €xer petagepdel and Popetodutind, pEom Twv
vrofardooiwv xavuovg Tov ITepBwpiov Tov Podavoi 1/xaw tov “"Efpov (péow g Kohddag e Bakéviowa
O TOV QOEOLYYLHV TOV opddvupov putdiov), (Alonso & Maldonado, 1990, Alonso et al, 1991, Gensous et al,
1993, Hs6 et al, 1978, Maldonado et al, 1985, Monaco & Mear, 1981, Nelson & Maldonado, 1988, Stanley,
1977, Tesson et al, 1993).

o O x0pL0L TOEAYOVTES TOV TVEOGTHOOV TV EVAEEN TOV TOUERLOLTLXOU QEVIOTOG, TTQOS TO XOUNAGTEQX ONUElL:
™G AenAVNG, TOEMEL VOL Elva OL EVOTATRES TAAOVTAOELS TG 0TdBung Ts Bdhaooag (Rothwell et al, 1998).
Ou gvoromxég owtég petaforéc vmijoEav o #ipLog mapdyoviog eAEYXoU g nuatoyéveons oty Avtx
Agxdvn, omv televtaio yewhoyiry tepiodo, Moyw x€pogvomng peyding meptoxis e veahoronmidag xou
QUENUEVNG TaXUTNTOG ATOXGILONG, XOTA TLS OOTOPES HETAPOAES TS otdBung T Bdhacoog (Alonso et al,
1990, Alonso & Maldonado, 1990, Nelson & Maldonado, 1988, Torres et al, 1995). Avt6 o€ cvvdvaoud pe
OTQOUATOYQOPLXY] TOTOBETNON TG peYding tovePiditiriig axohovBiag mdvew and to 6o Ing/2ng
roxxroMBuiic Tdvng (0y.3), mov xeovird mepLopitel 1o ovuPdy o nhwmio puxedtepn Twv 50.000 eTdv and
orjueoa, minotov dMnradn e tedevtaiog xiprag petafolc e ordbung e Bdhaaoag, eviayiet Ty droyr
HoG.

e O apBudg axorovBidv otpmpdtav pe doun tovePfdrtxii uerdveton amd to fépera (muprjves 1 & 2) mpog ta
voto (muptives 4, 5 & 6) xaBug % and to dutind (wuerives 2 & 5) mpog ta avatohxd (muprjves 1, 4 & 6)
Tujpato g Aexdvng. T'evixd 1 eloodog g porig TovePditindy QEVRATWY Elvor CUYVOTEQRT %L EVIOVGTEQN
ot onpeia g Aexdvng (m.x. wuprveg 1 & 2) mov yertveldtovy pe to foeelodutird nrelpwmnd. neplddpLo.
a7 to. omoia xon Teoodoteiton M AErdvN.

e H tayimra Wnpoaroyéveong xard ta tedevtaio 50.000 €t eivar peyahiteen oto BEQELO KO REVIQIXG TUOL
™G Aexdvng, pe Tpég @53,8cm/Ky o 54,6cm/Ky aviiotouyo xat pewdveton fabpaic mpog 1o voto tuijua,
émov mapovodter Tues 42,4-42,8cm/Ky. ‘Ocov agopd de to voto tuijpa mg Aexdvng (6mov €xoune xou
oxnuatopovs nhriag peyaritepns twv 120.000 etwv xow propovpe vo vmoloyioovpe taxvTnTo
WEnuaroyéveong yia o ddompa axdé 50.000-120.000 € mowv o orjpepa), N ToxVINTO WNROTOYEVEONS
®atd to. tehevtaia 50.000 £t elvow onpovards peyolitepn amd v aviiotouyn toxvTnra tnuatoyéveong
2rotd to dudotnua ozt 50.000-120.000 €t wowv and ovjuepa, 0To omoio xvpaiveton ord @9,8-13,4cm/Ky.

EYXAPIZTIEZ: H epyaoia avnj mpaypoaroronjdnxe ota mhaiowe tov mpoypdpuporos s Evpmmainrg
"Evoong MAST 11 PALAEOFLUX.
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