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Abstract 

This study offers a theatrical reading of Lysis
theme of friendship. It calls attention to four different types of friendship and 
considers them as constitutive parts of the human condition. Friendship may 

in the case of Socrates and his 
disciples. It may also develop between peers, as exemplified by the relationship 
between Menexenus and Lysis. It can also take the form of attraction and romance, as 

ip may also be associated 
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both the foundation and the culmination of an intellectual journey towards knowledge. 
This type of knowledge a mental state familiar to people across different cultures  
also offers itself as a meeting point between theory and practice. It is therefore no 
coincidence that the main characters in Lysis not only engage in a theoretical 
discussion, but also undertake roles within a dramatic framework that skillfully 
oscillates between philosophy and theater.  
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