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The search for meaning in Ecclesiastes (Qoheleth) 

Markos Dendrinos 

 

Abstract 

Ecclesiastes represents a primary perhaps the first so clearly uncensored
confession of someone who desperately seeks the meaning of things by venturing into 
paths previously unexplored in a social and public context. This article attempts to 

by drawing on the distinction between psychological and philosophical meaning, as 
well as the three components of meaning (coherence, significance, and purpose) as 

the definitive obstacle to attaining an absolute purpose, and that the moral 
inconsistency between human actions and outcomes undermines any coherence. 

 The article 
concludes, through the reflections raised in Ecclesiastes, with a proposal that meaning 
lies in the joy (or sorrow) of the search itself, on the condition that this search never 
ends because any final resolution would terminate the quest and thereby negate 
meaning altogether. 
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