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The search for meaning in Ecclesiastes (Qoheleth) 

Markos Dendrinos 

 

Abstract 

Ecclesiastes represents a primary perhaps the first so clearly uncensored
confession of someone who desperately seeks the meaning of things by venturing into 
paths previously unexplored in a social and public context. This article attempts to 

by drawing on the distinction between psychological and philosophical meaning, as 
well as the three components of meaning (coherence, significance, and purpose) as 

the definitive obstacle to attaining an absolute purpose, and that the moral 
inconsistency between human actions and outcomes undermines any coherence. 

 The article 
concludes, through the reflections raised in Ecclesiastes, with a proposal that meaning 
lies in the joy (or sorrow) of the search itself, on the condition that this search never 
ends because any final resolution would terminate the quest and thereby negate 
meaning altogether. 

 

Keywords 

Ecclesiastes, Qoheleth, meaning of life, coherence, significance, purpose 

 
 
1.  

A critical and exegetical commentary of 
Ecclesiastes 

 

  
Qoheleth

 



Giordano Bruno, Journal of the Ficino Academy 2026 (2)

[45] 
 

 

Qoheleth 
 

 
 

Qoheleth
 

 
-

 
200-
58-60). 

Stoicism and Anti-Stoicism in Qoheleth 



Giordano Bruno, Journal of the Ficino Academy 2026 (2)

[46] 
 

 Different Philosophical Views of 
Qoheleth 

Babylonian Wisdom Literature 
 

Scepticism and Ironic Correlations in the Joy Statements of Qoheleth? (Anderson, 
 

 

2.  

 

   

  
The Meaning of Life in Ecclesiastes: Coherence, Purpose, and 

Significance from a Psychological Perspective 
 

Michael F. Steger The three meanings of meaning in life: Distinguishing coherence, 
purpose, and significance (Martela and Steger, 2016).   



Giordano Bruno, Journal of the Ficino Academy 2026 (2)

[47] 
 

 

-print p.4).  

 (coherence

-print pp. 10-11). 

 (purpose
 

 (purpose
 

(goals

 
  (Martela and 

Steger, 2016, pre-print pp. 11-12). 

 (significance  (value, worth
 (importance



Giordano Bruno, Journal of the Ficino Academy 2026 (2)

[48] 
 

2016, pre-print pp. 13-14). 

 

 

-print p.16). 

 
 

 

 -print 
p.22-23). 



Giordano Bruno, Journal of the Ficino Academy 2026 (2)

[49] 
 

.  

-  (coherence   

Qoheleth 

 
Qoheleth 

 

Qoheleth 

 

2019, p.451).   

 
Qoheleth 

 

». 
Qoheleth

 Qoheleth, 

 



Giordano Bruno, Journal of the Ficino Academy 2026 (2)

[50] 
 

Qoheleth 

 

 

 

 

 
Qoheleth 

 
Qoheleth 

Qoheleth 
» (Fox, 1999, p.133). 

Qoheleth 

-
Qoheleth 

Qoheleth
 (Keefer, 2019, pp. 452-3). 

 (significance   

  41 



Giordano Bruno, Journal of the Ficino Academy 2026 (2)

[51] 
 

Qoheleth 
 

 
Qoheleth 

 

Qoheleth 

-6) (Keefer, 2019, pp. 455-6). 

 

Qoheleth 
. 

- Qoheleth 

-

9:5- Qoheleth  



Giordano Bruno, Journal of the Ficino Academy 2026 (2)

[52] 
 

 

 

 - -6. 
Qoheleth 

Qoheleth 

Qoheleth 

-
-

Qoheleth 

Qoheleth
  

(Keefer, 2019, pp. 456-7). 

Qoheleth 
Qoheleth 

-

-



Giordano Bruno, Journal of the Ficino Academy 2026 (2)

[53] 
 

1

9:4  
 

 

    
2

 

-10 

3

 
 

  
 

4

 
 

                                                 
1 

 
  

2  
12· 10:10

 
3 

 

 
  

4  
7:11). 



Giordano Bruno, Journal of the Ficino Academy 2026 (2)

[54] 
 

 

11:7

-60). 

 (purpose   

 

-

 

 

 

 

-



Giordano Bruno, Journal of the Ficino Academy 2026 (2)

[55] 
 

(3:19-20, 9:1-

carpe diem 
(8:15· 9:7-

carpe diem

 

-8· 9:1· 11:1-
2:18-  

-
-

 

 

 



Giordano Bruno, Journal of the Ficino Academy 2026 (2)

[56] 
 

 

. 

 (Keefer, 2019, pp. 460-2). 

 

-
(3:11- -

-

carpe diem 

 

 

-
-

-



Giordano Bruno, Journal of the Ficino Academy 2026 (2)

[57] 
 

 

-

 

 

 

heleth, 

-4). 

  

 



Giordano Bruno, Journal of the Ficino Academy 2026 (2)

[58] 
 

3.  

 

-

 

 
 

 

5. 

 

                                                 
5 «O          

) 



Giordano Bruno, Journal of the Ficino Academy 2026 (2)

[59] 
 

 

Anderson, William H. U. (1997) Scepticism and Ironic Correlations in the Joy 
Statements of Qoheleth? Ph.D. dissertation in The Faculty of Divinity, University of 
Glasgow. 

Barton, George Aaron (1908) A critical and exegetical commentary of Ecclesiastes. 
Brun Mawr College, Pennsylvania, T&T Clark, Edinburgh.   

Chong, Sook-Yee & Achenbach, Reinhard (2009) Different Philosophical Views of 
Qoheleth. Faculty of Protestant Theology, WWU Muenster. 

Fox, Michael V. (1999) A Time to Tear Down and a Time to Build Up: A Rereading 
of Ecclesiastes. Eerdmans Publishing. 

- HAR 9, 169-
87. 

The Journal of Positive Psychology, 8(5). 

-Netzer 
(Eds.), Meaning in Positive and Existential Psychology. New York: Springer, .39. 

HTR 112:4 447 466. 

Lambert, W.G. (1996) Babylonian Wisdom Literature. Oxford University Press. 

Martela, F., & Steger, M. F. (2016) The three meanings of meaning in life: 
The Journal of Positive 

Psychology, 11(5), 531 545. https://doi.org/10.1080/17439760.2015.1137623 (Pre-
print in 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/292190023_The_three_meanings_of_meani
ng_in_life_Distinguishing_coherence_purpose_and_significance ) 

Martela, F., & Steger, M. F. (2022) The role of significance relative to the other 
dimensions of meaning in life  an examination utilizing the three dimensional 

The Journal of Positive Psychology, 18(4), 606 626. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/17439760.2022.2070528 

.), The Meaning of Life  
Second Edition. New York: Oxford University Press. pp. 5 7. 

 

 

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.tcpdf.org

