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Ov Kowotnteg Mébnorg
15 ®pnoxevTinyc Exmaidevong
pnéoo oty Exmondevtiny [loAvpwvio g Evpwmtng

Méprog Kovxouvépog Atdyxng = AvartAnpwtig Kabnyntig Tu. Osoroyiog E.K.ILA. /
YrevBuvog Exdoong/Zovtakns, makoulia@theol.uoa.gr

Efvow n otiyun xotdAAnin, yio voo avoupepbodue oto EAOE/GJRE oto European Forum
for Teachers of Religious Education (EFTRE), uéog tov omoiov eivor xar o KAIPOX-
[MaveAAvLog 20v8eopog OcoAdYwY oL exdISEL TO TTAPOY ETTLOTNLOVLXO TtepLodixo. To
EFTRE oamoteiel évar onuovtixd SIXTLO EXTOULOELTIXWY TOL OOYOAOVVTOL UE TN
Opnoxevtixn Exmaidevor oe evpwmaixd enintedo. H teAevtaio ovvédvtnoy toug ot
Poun to 2023 vroypdpuplos ) onuocion TG CLVEPYOCLOG KoL VTOAAXYNG BEATIOTWY
TOOXTIXWY  OVAUESK O EXTALOELTIXOVS OTO  OLOPOPETIXES YWPEES, OL OToloL
epydlovtot o TOAOTTAOXO. XOL TOAVTOALTLOULXA  TtePLfBdArovtor.  Tlpdypa Tov
OVOOELXVOETOL  XOL  OTYY ETEPYOUEVN, ouvvavtnon oty Bouvdaméoty 7to 2025
(https://eftre.net/conference-in-budapest-2025/), pe titAo «The art of empowerment in
RE community, complexity, compassion, commitment». I'lvetow @ovepd 6t péow tng
owxtdwong, ot exmordevTixol evboppdvovtar vor  ovamTOEOUY  véeg  OLOOXTLXKEG
TPOOEYYLOELS XOL YO EVIOYVO0OLY TNy XELTIXY ox€Pn xol Toy Stabpnoxetoxd StéAoyo
oTNY TAEN TOUC.

Ov xowdtnreg wdbnorng, 6mwg to EFTRE, mopéyovy otoug exmatdevutinods Tig
OTOPULTNTEG YVWOOELS XOL EQYOASION YLl YO OVTLUETWTLOOVY TLG TTPOXANCELS TNG
olYypovng bOpnoxeutixng exmoidevong, OLUBAANOVTIOG OTNY ETOYYEALOXTIXY] TOUG
oVETTTLEN X0 eVOLVEUWOY. KaTl TTou €xel teAtxd avtixtuTo oToug pabntéc. Avti
OLOEUNG  OVTOAAXYY] YVWOEWY XOL  EUTELOLWOY  EVIOYVEL TYY TOADUOPQIO  TWY
TPOoEYYLoEWY, Jloo@aAllovtog Twg xabe pabntig AauPdver pio Opnoxevtixn
Exmaidevon mouv avramoxplvetor TOG0 OTLG TTPOOWTILXES TOV OYAYXES 000 XL OTLG
OTTOLTYOELG YLOG TTOAUTTOALTLOULXYG KOl PETO-XOOULXTG TTOAVQwYLXTS Evpdrng, otny
OTTolOr WVEAYOVTOL OL PAGLOTIXES (PWVES XAL OL OXPOLES OTAOELG.

H Opnoxevtiny] Exmaidevon oty Evpwdynn amoteAel évay topéo moALdL&oTOTO,
Tov  €pYETal MO TO ToPEADOY  oAAG  emifPidver  xow  Stopxwg  cEsAloosTon
OVTOVOXAWVTOS TLG LOTOPLXES, TOALTLOULXES %ot Oeoloyixée Stapopomolnoets xabe
XOPOG. XTO ToEOY TEVYOG, TOPOLOLALOVTOL UEAETEG TTOU OVASELXVYOOLY OLTEG TLG
OLOPOPOTIOLNOELS PETOL OTTO TLG EXTIOLOEVTIXES TPOOEYYLoELS o TG pebddoug
OL3aoXOMNOG TwY OpNoxeLTIXWY O SLEPOoPa EVPWTOIXE XPATY. AT6 ™ Aovia, TNy
[taAia xow ™ F'eppoavio €wg Ty Avotplor xon Ty EAAGSa, 1 exmtatdeutiny TOALTIXY,
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oL pobnoloxég xowdTnTeg %ot oL LOLALTEPEG EXTTALOEVTIXES TIPAXTIXES CULUBAAAOLY
oty xoAANEpYEL TOL  DPNOXELTIXOD  YPOUUOTIOUOD xol OTYY EVioYLOY TOUL
Stobpnoxeloxol dLaAdyov, LTTOGTNELLOVTAG TNV AVATTTUEY JEELOTNTWY SLATTOALTLOULYNG
ETUXOLVWVIOG %Ol XOLTXNG OxEPNG oToug evpwmoaiovg pobntéc. Trny O wpo
OVASELXYVOLY TNY TPOOTIADELX TTOL XAVOLY YWEESG UE LOTOPLXA OULOAOYLAXO TTAGLOLO
vou exovyypovioovy 1 Opnoxevtixn Exmaidevon xal vor ActToupyMoeL avt) g LOYAGS
YVHONG X0 avATTUENG deELOTNTWY. PLOLXA SEY TTPOXELTOL YLOL [LLOL OLTTAY] TTPOGOPLOYY),
OAAG YLoe pioe petoxivnom oo ey elvat 1600 SLaxELT TNV EQPOEUOYY 600 otn Bewplo
™ Opnoxevtinyg Exmaidevong. Kat avtd yivetar avtAnmtd 6Tay OTLG XOLVOTNTEG
uébnong ot exmandevTiol cLYxPLVoLY TLg EUTELPiES TOVG, BAETOLY Tal TTOPADELYLOTO
amtl GAAEG XWPES %o SLoAEyovTaL UE avbPWTOLE TTOL EYOVY KOV OPAUOTO.

Ytoe xefpeva Touv Tevyovg Oa PBpeite éva eEaLPETIXG TTOPASELYUO XOLYOTOUOL
TPOoEYYLoNS amd Ty Avotpio tng Stobpnoxsionng pabnong, mov cvvdvdlel TNV
Topadootoxy] Opnoxevtixn Exmaidevon pe ™ pebodoroyioc STEAM. H ovyxexpipévn
ULEAETY eoTLAlel 0T ONULOVLEYION EXTIOLIEVTIXWY EVXOLELWY TTOV EVOWUOTWVOLY TLG
TEYVES, TNV ETUOTAUY XL TNV TEXVOAOYLR, UE GTOYO YO EUTVEVOOLY TOVG UabnTég oTnV
XOTOVONOY, %Ol EXTIUNOY OLUPOPETIXWY OPNoxeLTIXWY  SLOUOXAALWDY XAl  TOL
Stabpnoxeloxod dtaAdyou.

H perétn amd ) Aavio ovodeixviel TECoEPLS OLOQPOPETIXES OYPNYNOELS TNG
EXXOOUIXEVONG XL TLG TOLOXYWYLXESG ETUTTWOELS TouG. H apmymuotinyn mpooeéyyion
otn Opnoxsvtiny Exntaidevon mpoopepet pLo evoAloxtinn oty dLaxplon LETHED Tng
uabnong yro- xo amd ™ Hponoxela, evioydovtog Ty xaTOVONOY TOL QPOLVOUEVODL OE
EVOL UETA-XOOWULXO TTAGLOLO.

H epmerplo g N'eppaviog oty OpbH630EN Opnoxsvtiny Exrtaidsvon elvot axdun
pLoe TPOoEYYLoN ToL ovLVOLALEL Tov OPMoxeLTIXG YEPAUUOTIONSO KE TV YAWOOLXN
ovaTTUEY, totaitepar Yiow pobntég pe petavaotevtind vméBabpo. H Opbdédokn
Opnoxevtiny Exmaidevon 0nwe avodetxvietol amd to xelevo ASLTovPYEL WG YEQPLE
KLETOED TwV ToTxwY OPNoxeLTIX®Y TaPOOOGEWY XAl TNG TOYXOOULOS EVOTNTOS TNG
TLOTNG, TTPOGPEPOYTOG OTOVG LoONTES TLG ETUXOLVWVLAXES DEELOTNTES TTOL ATTALTOVVTOL
vior vau StoryelpllovTol TLg TTOLXIAES TOALTLOWULXES XL HpNoxeLTIXES xaToBOAEG TOVG.

AT6 v ItoAia éva aAAo xeipevo pe avoapopa oty KaboAwxy] Opnoxevtixn
Exmaidevon, n omola éxet eEehybel o éva exmondevtind medio OSLaxAdyov xow
QLAOEEVIOG. ATO Lo OLOYLXAL XOTNYNTLXY TTPOCEYYLOT, €XEL avartTuybel wg pabnuo ov
evioyVel TN Stabpnoxeioxn xatovonon xal tov ocfoopd otn StapopetixdtnTa. H
odaoxoMo tng Kabohxnng ExxAnolog eotidlel mAéoy oe évav avolytd SLdAoYo, Yweic
VO XEVETAL COUQPWYOL LE TOY CUYYPOXPER O OULOAOYLOXOG YOPAXTNOOG TOL pobruatoc.
[Mpbxettar yia plor AELTOLEYLXY EVOWUATWOYN TWV TOLSHYWYLXOY xot Heoloyixwy
TEOOEYYLOEWY TTOL ATTOVTOVY OTLG TTPOXANTELS TNG TTOAVTTOALTLOULYNG KOLYWYIOG.

Kot amd mqy EAAGS o puotxd, avo@opég Lo TLg oLuVavTNoEeLs Twy HoAdywy ot
Oeooorovixn xot tov BOAo Tov avadetxvOouy TN SUVOULXY] TWY XOLYOTNTWY
wébnong oty xweo evodel pdAtoto ™ eQoEroYNg oty Opnoxevtinn Exmaidevon
Twv vEwv [lpoypapudatwy Xmoudwy tov 2023 %ot ) ¥eNon Tov TTOAAATA0L BLAiov,
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mov Bor eTLTPETEL GTOVG EXTTOLSEVLTIXOVG YO ETTLAEYOLY TO XOTAAANAO BLBAlov yio
Toug poabintég Toug.

270 Te¥Y0g avTO TOPOLOLALETAL ol ULl TEWTOTLTY] EPELYOL YLOL TNV TTEWLYN
mpooevyn otny EAN&Da, 1 omolo ovveyilel va AstTtovpYel WG EVag ToPEYOVTOS TTOL
emnpedlel tig Opnoxevtinég xow mMoOMTIOULXESG TeTOLONOELS TwY pobnTwy. H perétn
TTOL TTLPOVOLALETOL OTO TTAPOY TEVYOG EEETALEL TOV POAO OVUTYG TNG dtadixaaiag oty
avaTTLUEY TG OPMoxELTIXNG TOVTOTNTUS, TNG EVOWUATWONG XL TNG PULYOAOYLXNG
XATAOTUONG TWV PabnTedv.

The Learning Communities
of Religious Education
within the Educational Pluralism of Europe

Marios Koukounaras Liagkis “*' Associate Professor N.K.U.A / Editor-in Chief,
makoulia@theol.uoa.gr

It is the right moment to write in EAOE/GJRE about the European Forum for
Teachers of Religious Education (EFTRE), whose member is KAIROS-Greek
Theological Association that publishes this scientific journal. EFTRE is an important
network of teachers who deal with Religious Education at the European level. Their
last meeting in Rome in 2023 underlined the importance of cooperation and
exchange of best practices between teachers from different countries, who work in
complex and multicultural environments. Something that is highlighted in the
upcoming meeting in Budapest in 2025 (https://eftre.net/conference-in-budapest-
2025/), entitled "The art of empowerment in RE community, complexity, compassion,
commitment". It becomes clear that through networking, teachers are encouraged to
develop new teaching approaches and to enhance critical thinking and interfaith
dialogue in their classroom.

Learning communities like EFTRE provide educators with the necessary
knowledge and tools to meet the challenges of contemporary Religious Education,
contributing to their professional development and empowerment which ultimately
has an impact on students. This constant exchange of knowledge and experience
enhances the diversity of approaches, ensuring that each student receives a Religious
Education that meets both their personal needs and the demands of a multicultural
and post-secular polyphonic Europe in which fascist voices and extreme attitudes are
on the rise.

Religious Education in Europe is a multidimensional field, coming from the past
but surviving and constantly evolving, reflecting the historical, cultural and theological
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differences of each country. In this issue, studies are presented that highlight these
differences through the educational approaches and teaching methods of Religious
Education in various European countries. From Denmark, Italy and Germany to
Austria and Greece, educational policy, learning communities and special educational
practices contribute to the development of religious literacy and the strengthening of
interfaith dialogue, supporting the development of intercultural communication and
critical thinking skills to European students. At the same time, they highlight the effort
made by countries with a historically confessional framework to modernise Religious
Education and make it function as a driver of knowledge and skill development. Of
course, this is not a simple adaptation, but a movement that is not as distinct in
application as in the theory of Religious Education. And this is realised when in
learning communities teachers compare their experiences, see the practices from other
countries and discuss with people who have common vision.

In the texts of the issue you will find an excellent example of an innovative
Austrian approach to interfaith learning, which combines traditional Religious
Education with the STEAM methodology. This study focuses on creating educational
opportunities that integrate the arts, science, and technology with the goal of inspiring
students to understand and appreciate diverse religious teachings and interfaith
dialogue.

The study from Denmark highlights four different narratives of secularisation and
their pedagogical implications. The narrative approach to Religious Education offers
an alternative to the distinction between learning about and from religion, enhancing
the understanding of the phenomenon in a post-secular context.

Germany’s experience in Orthodox Religious Education is another approach that
combines religious literacy with language development, particularly for students with
immigrant backgrounds. Orthodox Religious Education as highlighted by the text acts
as a bridge between local religious traditions and the global unity of faith, offering
students the communication skills needed to manage their diverse cultural and
religious backgrounds.

From Italy is another article with reference to Catholic Religious Education, which
has evolved into an educational field of dialogue and hospitality. From an initially
didactic approach, it has developed as a course that fosters interfaith understanding
and respect for diversity. The teaching of the Catholic Church now focuses on an open
dialogue, without losing, according to the author, the confessional character of the
course. It is a functional integration of pedagogical and theological approaches that
respond to the challenges of multicultural society.

And from Greece, of course, reports on the meetings of RE teachers in Thessaloniki
and Volos that highlight the dynamics of the learning communities in the country in
view of the implementation in Religious Education of the new Curriculum of 2023
and the use of the multiple book that will allow teachers to choose the right book for
their students.
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This issue also presents original research on morning prayer in Greece, which
continues to function as a factor impacting to students’ religious and cultural beliefs.
The study presented in this issue examines the role of this process in the development
of students’ religious identity, integration and psychological situation.
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