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Northernmost occurrence of Hemiramphus far (Actinopterygii: Hemiramphidae)
in the Aegean Sea
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Abstract

A new record of Hemiramphus far from the northern Aegean Sea is presented, based on a sin-
gle specimen collected off Eski Foça shores, Turkey. Further individuals were observed (but not col-
lected) in the same area, indicating an established population.
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Introduction

Blackbarred halfbeak, Hemiramphus
far (Forssk l, 1775), among the first Lessep-
sian migrant fishes in the Mediterranean
Sea, was initially observed in Palestine in
1927 and followed by further records from
Egypt, Syria, Cyprus, southern Anatolia
and the Dodecanese islands (DEMETRO-
POULOUS & NEOCLEOUS, 1969;
GOLANI et al., 2002). The species has re-
cently reached eastern Libyan coasts, where
it has established an abundant and com-
mercially exploited population (SHAKMAN
& KINZELBACH, 2007), as already re-
ported in other areas of its distribution
(CARPENTIERI et al., 2008). Despite its
relatively early introduction into the Mediter-
ranean, H. far has not penetrated much

to the north of Rhodes island until now
(PAPACONSTANTINOU, 1990). In this
paper, we report the first observation of
Blackbarred halfbeak, based on material
collected from the Northern Aegean Sea.

On 10 November 2009, a single speci-
men of H. far (14,6 cm in standard length,
Fig. 1) was caught at Aslanburnu (Eski Foça,
northern Aegean Sea) (Fig. 2) by a com-
mercial purse seiner at a depth of 60-70 m.
The specimen was fixed in formalin (4%)
and kept in the zoology collection of Ad-
nan Menderes University (catalogue num-
ber 2009-001). A total of seven additional
specimens were fished from the same lo-
cality during December 2009, but they were
not preserved. Standard length and head
length were measured from tip of upper
jaw, following COLLETTE (1999). De-
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scription of the examined specimen is as
follows: Dorsal finrays 13, anal finrays 11,
ventral finrays 6, pectoral finrays 12, anal
finrays 11, lateral line scales 48, predorsal
scales 36. No spines in fins. Body laterally
compressed and elongate; lower jaw pro-
longed, upper jaw short. Head length 22.6 %,
lower jaw length 32.2%, maximum body
depth 13.7%, body depth at level of anus
11.0%, all as percentage of SL. Eye diam-
eter 24.2%, interorbital distance 27.3%,
upper jaw 15.2%, postorbital length 42.4%,
all as percentage of head length. Pectoral
fins short, 5.9 times in SL. Lower lobe of
caudal fin much longer than upper. Preor-
bital ridge absent. Four vertical bars pres-
ent on sides of body. Measurements and

counts are in agreement with COLLETTE
& PARIN (1986) and COLLETTE (1999).

The Levantine basin is the core dis-
tribution and settlement area for alien fish-
es and there are still a few occurrence records
from the Northern Aegean Sea, which is
characterized by relatively colder and less
saline waters. Only nine alien fish are cur-
rently known above the 38Æ parallel of the
Aegean Sea, the majority comprising eu-
ryhaline and eurythermic fishes (BILE-
CENOGLU, 2010). The blackbarred half-
beak is no exception, since it is known to
enter river estuaries with salinities and sur-
face water temperatures as low as 22.7 ò
and 17.9ÆC, respectively (JAMES &
HARRISON, 2009). Personal communi-
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Fig. 1: Hemiramphus far (Forssk l, 1775) specimen (14.6 cm in SL), captured off Eski Foça (North-
ern Aegean Sea).
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Fig. 2: Map showing the capture locality of Hemiramphus far (Forssk l, 1775), indicated by full tri-
angle.
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cation with local fishermen indicates that
the occurrence of H.far in the Northern
Aegean Sea is very recent, and the obser-
vation of eight individuals within three
months reveals an established population
in the area. 
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