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Table S1. Knowledge scale (the correct answers are indicated with bold letters).

Questions Answers
1) Imagine you are travelling 
on a ship with limitless fuel: 
could you reach every part of 
the ocean?

A. Not at all	   			 
B. Yes, every part of the ocean		
C. Only some parts of the ocean    
D. Only the Atlantic Ocean  		
E. I don’t know

2) If you walk in the moun-
tains and see a rock containing 
fish fossils, it means that

A. the fish once lived in the mountains 	
B. humans transferred the rock with the fish fossils from the sea to the mountains 
C. the fish fossils are ordinary pieces of rock 
D. the rock with the fish fossils was formed long time ago in a sea or lake  
E. I don’t know

3) First living organisms on 
earth lived 

A. in the lakes	   			 
B. in the sea	   			 
C. in the mountains	    
D. in the woods     			 
E. I don’t know

4) Marine environment is 
home to

A. the same animals everywhere under water	
B. different animals depending on sea depth
C. different animals only near the coast	                
D. many animals only in high seas	
E. I don’t know

5) Most of the rainwater fall-
ing on land originally came 
from

A. the tropical ocean			 
B. the sea closer to the land		
C. the land after a previous rain 
D. nearby rivers and lakes		
E. I don’t know

6) The ocean is home to A. organisms of many different species 			 
B. organisms of few different species 	
C. less number of species than on the land			 
D. mainly jellyfish and seaweeds	
E. I don’t know

Continued
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Questions Answers
7) Which of the following 
environment is the least ex-
plored?

A. The Moon				  
B. The Amazon forest	     		
C. The Himalayas	    
D. The deep sea 		  	
E. I don’t know

8) The deep sea that is always 
in the dark

A. has many different species of organisms  		
B. there is no life in the deep sea   
C. has few different species of organisms   		
D. has the same species as the illuminated part of the sea     
E. I don’t know

9) The Aegean or Adriatic or 
Tyrrhenian Sea is connected to

A. all parts of the ocean				  
B. only the Mediterranean Sea	
C. only the Atlantic Ocean				  
D. only the rivers pouring into it			 
E. I don’t know

10) Which of the following is 
the main source of the oxygen 
that living beings breath?

A. Marine photosynthetic organisms 		
B. Tropical forests		
C. Prairies 	
D. Mountain woods				  
E. I don’t know

11) The largest animal that 
ever lived on Earth is

A. Tyrannosaurus rex			 
B. blue whale			 
C. an elephant	
D. giant squid				  
E. I don’t know

12) The form of the coastline 
is modified mainly by 

A. sea water composition		
B. sea water motions           	
C. marine animals		
D. marine plants			 
E. I don’t know

13) How would the climate of 
a coastal area be if there were 
no Sea? 

A. Hotter summer and colder winter	
B. Colder summer and warmer winter	
C. The same climate as now
D. There would be no seasons		
E. I don’t know

14) Most of world goods are 
transported

A. by trains	   			 
B. by airplanes 	   	
C. By trucks		
D. by ships				  
E. I don’t know

15) Most of the water on the 
Earth is

A. in the ocean				  
B. in lakes and rivers		
C. underground 		
D. frozen in Polar ice caps		
E. I don’t know

Continued
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Questions Answers
16) Which of the following 
ocean resource is most at risk 
of being exhausted?

A. Salt 					   
B. Fish 				  
C. Water	
D. Tourism 	
E. I don’t know

17) Scientists think that cli-
mate change will cause

A. sea level fall				  
B. sea level rise 		
C. coral reef growth		
D. biodiversity increase		
E. I don’t know

18) The sea influences the life 
of people living 

A. only near the sea 			 
B. only far away from the sea 		
C. only in big cities 	
D. everywhere around the world	
E. I don’t know

19) Do we need to study the 
ocean?

A. No, it has already been completely explored, 		
B. No, its resources are completely exhausted 
C. Yes, so that we will be able to sustainably use its resources 	
D. Yes, so that we can better exploit its unlimited resources
E. I don’t know 

20) Whatever I throw in the 
sink	

A. influences only river/lake organisms 			 
B. influences only marine organisms 	
C. influences freshwater and marine organisms as well as humans	
D. has no influence on organisms whatsoever 		
E. I don’t know

21) The sea provides A. much wealth but few jobs 		
B. much wealth and many jobs	
C. little wealth but many jobs	
D. little wealth and few jobs		
E. I don’t know

Table S1 continued
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