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B Update on the toxins of Clostridium perfringens and their actions
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B Neotega dedopéva yra tig toEiveg tov Clostridium perfringens
%L TLS OQAOELS TOVG

B. X. Towoveng!, DVM, PhD, L L. T'ewgyomoviov', DVM, PhD, E. 1. ITetgidov?, DVM, PhD

Movada Iaboloyiag ITrnvav, Kivixj [aoaywyixdv Zawv
2Eoyaatijoto Mixoofioloyiag xat Aouwdadv Nooqudtwv
Krnviarouen Zyolr, Aotarotédeto [avemiotijuio Ocooalovinng

ABSTRACT. Clostridia appeared as a distinct class, approximately 2.7 billion years ago, before the initial formation of oxygen.
Clostridium perfringens is widely distributed throughout the environment due to its ability to form spores. Furthermore, it is a
member of intestinal microbiota in animals and human. In 2002, the complete genome of C. perfringens strain 13 was published.
Genomic analysis has revealed that C. perfringens lacks the genetic machinery to produce 13 essential amino acids and it obtains
these in vivo via the action of its toxins. Toxins of C. perfringens can be divided into major, minor and enterotoxin. C. perfringens
strains are classified into five toxinotypes (A, B, C, D and E), based on the production of four major toxins. Alpha toxin is the best
and most studied major toxin of C. perfringens and it was the first bacterial toxin established to possess enzymatic activity. It has
haemolytic, necrotic and cytolytic activity, it can lyse platelets and leukocytes and it can damage fibroblasts and muscle cell
membranes. Expression of cpa gene, which is responsible for the production of alpha toxin by C. perfringens, is down-regulated in
the normal healthy gut, but it is upregulated to initiate enteric disease in response to an environmental signal. C. perfringens appears
to be regulated in a quorum sensing manner, using oligopeptides, AI-2 or both, to regulate expression of the cpa gene, and thus
the synthesis of alpha toxin. Beta toxin is recognized as an important agent in necrotic enteritis of humans and it is the second most
lethal C. perfringens toxin following epsilon toxin. Beta toxin is a membrane spanning protein that oligomerizes to form channels
in susceptible cells or it primarily acts as a neurotoxin. Epsilon toxin is the most potent of the C. perfringens toxins and the third
most potent neurotoxin from the Clostridium spp., following botulinum and tetanus toxins. Epsilon toxin of C. perfringens type D
causes enterotoxaemia and pulpy kidneys disease of lambs. Iota toxin causes disruption of the actin cytoskeleton and cell barrier
integrity and it is the less toxic of the major toxins of C. perfringens. Although C. perfringens enterotoxin is not classified as one of
the major toxins of C. perfringens, it is the third most common cause of food poisoning in industrialized nations. It is not secreted
by the cells of growing bacteria, but it is released only with the sporulation of C. perfiingens. Not all strains of C. perfringens carry
the cpe gene, which is responsible for the production of enterotoxin. Theta toxin is a pore-forming cytolysin that can lyse red blood
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cells. It is produced by all types of C. perfringens. Together with alpha-toxin, theta-toxin modulates the host inflammatory response.
B, toxin is a pore forming toxin which is involved in necrotic enteritis of swine and horse, in haemorragic enteritis of bovine in
diarrhea cases of dogs and along with enterotoxin in diarrhea cases of humans. Recently, -NetB, a novel toxin that is associated
with broiler necrotic enteritis, has been described. The mechanism of its action seems to involve the formation of small hydrophilic
pores. Other toxins of C. perfringens include A-toxin, 8-toxin, p-toxin, v-toxin, x-toxin, a-clostripain like protease and
neuraminidase/sialidase. These toxins can act as enzymes, while many of them can act synergically or supplementally with major
pore forming toxins. Potentially, C. perfringens might produce more toxins, which have not been identified. Finally, the actions of
C. perfringens toxins, major or minor, in some diseases have not been figured out.

Keywords: Clostridium perfringens, toxins

IMEPIAHWH. Ta ®xAwotoidio eugpoaviomray og EexmoLoty] ¥Adon mowv otd To OXNUATLOUS Tou 0EUYGVOU 0TV GTUOomOLQT,
™E YNG, TEQimov mow amd 2,7 dioeraroppiow yodvia. H twavomra tov C. perfringens vo 0moQoyovel, 1o ®ablotd wg To o
dradedouévo maboydvo Paxrtoro ot @uion. Avevpioxetor o€ ®xG0e mbavy TEQLOYY TAVMD OTN YN, HE EEQLQEON TNV EQNUO TNG
Saydoac. Eniong, amotehel H€QOS TE QUOLOAOYIRNG EVTEQURNS rQOPLOXTS YAmEIdAS TwV Beouicuumy THwv ®oL Tov aviemTov.
To 2002 ohoxinpodOnxe N dradwwaoio avdyvoong g aAlniovyiog Tov yovididuatog tov otedéyovs 13 C. perfringens. Amd to
C. perfringens, og avtifeon pe to dAha €(0n tov Yévoug, amovoldlel peydrog aude yovidiov mov elvor vetbuva yia ™
BroovvOeon 13 apuvoEEmv. Autd €xel MG ATOTEAEOUA VO UV UTOQEl var avosttuydet o meQuPdAhov 6rtou dev VITdEYoUV To
TOQATTAV® AVOEED. Q0TO00, in vivo, ue ™ forjfeta g SAoNS TwV TOEVGY TOV, TQOXAAEL MIOT TWV RUTTAQWV KOl RUTOOTQOMY
TOV LOTHV, Ue 0TY0 TV aELoToinoT| Toug Mg TTnyn evEQYeLas %ot apuvogEmv. O toEives tov C. perfringens tagwopotvran og
®ooLeg (-a, -B, -€ nou -v), oe devtepevovoeg raw o¢ eviepoto&ivn. To C. perfringens, ue fdaon mv mapaymy TV ®UQLOV TOEWOV
ToV, Tagwoueiton o TEVTe ToEvirolc Timove: A, B, C, D xan E. H 10Eivn -a givon 1] TEQL00GTEQO RO RAAITEQO LEAETNUEVT OUITO
TS ®VoLeg Togiveg tov C. perfringens. Emiong, eivar 1 modt faxrtorax toEiv yio Ty omoic arodelymxe Gt exdNADVEL
evlvpanvy] dpaomoudtta. ExONAdver apodAutiny, VEXQWTIXY %ot XUTTUQOAUTIXY] dQAOM, TEOXAAET AVON TWV CUUOTETAAIWDY
AOL TOV AEVROXUTTAQMV %ot PAAPY 0TS RUTTOQIRES PEUPQAVES TV VOPAOOTAV ROl TV UUir®OV ®uttdewy. H €xgpoaon tou
yovidiov cpa raw, nat exéxtaon, n ovvieon me toEivng -a tov C. perfringens, aivetar va Quiuiletor pe to ovomuo quorum
sensing, YONOWOTOLMOVTOS OAMYOTETTIOLNL, auTeETaymYElS N xou ta dvo. To emitedo Expoaong tov cpa amd to C. perfringens 0To
YOUOTQEVTEQKG OWMIVOL TOV VYLDV TTNVOV Elvan Xaunhd, evd ota TTnvd Tou eXINADVOUY veXQwTiry eviepitda avEdvetar. H
ToElvN -P elvon 0 ®HELOC TORAYOVTAS TOU EUTTAEXETAL OTY VEXQWTIXY EVTEQITLON TOV avBpdiou. Eivan n dettepn mo Bavamepdoa
to&ivn tov C. perfringens uetd ™y 10&ivy -€. Aoxrel TV maboyovo ™ 0pdon oynuatiovrag TGEOouS e OMYOUEQLOUS TG
ruTTOEWG nepfedvne N exdnhaver dpdon vevpotoEivne. H toEivn -& elvan 1 o woyue ®*Amotoldiaxy VEVQOTOEIVY HeTd v
TOEIVN ™ aMOVTIOONS ®OL TOU TETAVOU. ATOTELET TOV QUTIOLOYIRG TTOQAYOVTOL TS EVIEQOTOEWVALIIOS ROl TS VOOOU TOU
stoAtddovE vepEoU ota tedfata. H tokivn -t elvan péhog tmv hmwototdaxyv duadiwady TOEWVGHV IOV TQOTOTOLOTVY TOV KUTTA-
ooxeletd g axtivie. Elvar ) Mydtepo toSmi] amd tig ®Uoieg toEives tov C. perfringens. H €vieoto&ivn ammotehel Ty Toit
0€ 010 oUYVOTITOS auTior TEOYOYEVOUS dMintoiaong otovg avBpbmovs. ArehevBepdvetan amtd to C. perfringens ®atd ™)
OTI0QOYOVICL TOU et OYL ROTA TV ovAttuEl] Tov. Aev @€pouv ha ta otehéyn C. perfringens to yovidio (cpe), wov eivou veiduvo
v Ty romdurortoinon g eveegotoEive. H toEivn -0 elvan wa cuporvoivy. TTopdyetan ®o oo Toug TEVTE TOEWVIROUE TUHTOUS
C. perfringens. TIgoxahel TGQOVS OV KUTTCOWKY] LEUPOAVY, EVE HOll ue TV ToEivy -a, pvOuiCer T pAeyuovaddn aviidoaon
otov Eevioni. H toEivy -B, aoxet v maboydvo g 0040 HECM TS TEORANONS TGQMV OTLS KUTTOQWKES neufodves. "Exel evo-
yomo0el yior ) vEXQWTNY] EVTEQITION TOU XOIQOV, TN VEXQMTIXY EVIEQITLON TOU OAGYOU, TNV CULUOQQOYLXY EVTEQLTLON TMV
Booeddv, meQLoTaTind OLAEEOLOS OTO OXUAO %o, MOCT UE TNV EVIEQOTOEIVY, it TEQLOTUTIXA SLAQEOLOE OTOUS avOQMITOUS.
ITpdopata, TEQLYQAPNKRE YLt VEX TOEVY] TTOU OYETICETOL UE TN VERQMTIXI] EVIEQITLON TMV RQEOTAQUYWYHY 0VIBiwV, 1 TOElvn -
NetB, 1 ortoia. exdnidver ™y Taboydvo g dEAon ue TV TEGRANON WXQHV VOQOPIMARMV TOQMYV OTNY KUTTOQLXY UEWPQAVT.
AMl\eg TOEiveg elvan N tOEIvN -A, n T0Elvy -0, N ToEivn -u, N ToElvy -v, N TOEivn %, N a-clostripain like mpwtedon xau 1
vevpauwiddon/otahddon (Nam). Ou toEives autés dpovy mg €vivua, eved ToAES devtepetiovoeg ToEives dpouv ouvepyrd 1
OUUWITANQMOUOTIXA UE TLS XVQOLES TOQOYOVES TOEIveS. Evieyxouévae va mapdyovror xou dhhec toEives amtd to C. perfringens, o
omoieg va uny €xovy tovtortomn et axdun. TEhog, ov dRAoELS T™V TOEWMY, ®UQLOV %ot JEVTEQEVOVOMYV, GE OQLOUEVE VOO LOTOL
dev €xouv Mjomg dtaheuravOer.

A&Eers evgernoiaong: Clostridium perfringens, T0Eives
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1. Ewayoyn
Ta YAWOTEIOLL eppavioTroy wg EexmoLot ®xAdom
TTOLV OIT6 TO OYNUOTLOUO TOU OEUYGVOU OTHY aTUo-
OO TNG VNG, TTEQHTOV TTOWV 0Tl 2,7 SLOERUTOUUVIOLOL
xoovia. Ta eguoodtepa €idn vdyovy campopuTLrd
ot @Uom, oto. Lo, 08 ONTOUEVOL VMKA ROW ELVOL OXIV-
dvva. [Teguoodtepa oo 25 €idn elvan duvnurd mobo-
yova, evd 13 oo autd xaeaxTneiloviol mg WLoiTeQa
moBoyova. Ta televtaio 13 eidn mapdyouvv 59 dago-
QETES TOEIVEG, UE ONUAVTIXOTEQES TNV TOEIVY TTOV
TOORUAEL TOV TETAVO RO TV TOEIVN TS AAAavVTIOONG,
raBwotdvrag 1o Clostridium spp. wg To 7o TOELVOYSVO
Bormnouomd yévog (Collins et al. 1994, Johansson 2006).

2.1. Clostridium spp.

To vévog Clostridium amoteheitan amd peyaia,
0aAOUOQPAL, VITOYQEWTIXA OVOLEQOPLOL, OTTOQOYAVCL,
Gram- Ogtind Baxnioia (Quinn et al. 1994, Cato et
al. 1986) »ou me@uhaufdaver TeQLoodtepa oo 195 eidn
(http://www.bacterio.cict.fr/c/clostridium.html). Ta
TEQLOOOTEQM €101 TTEORAAOUY TLHUWOT 08 OUXY O 1
oe amvogéa 1 xan ota dvo (Brock et al. 1994). Zta
TeEMRA TTEOIGVTA TS LOUMONG TEQMAUPAVOVTOL 1) Cire-
TAVN, TO POUTLEKO OEY, 1 fOUTOVOAT RO GAAES CArO5-
Aeg, 0L 0moloL TEOOOIOOVY TV 00U TAYYLOUEVOU Bou-
TUEOV OTO VITOOTEWUA avamTuENg (Biberstein 1990).

To *AmOoTEIOLML, CUUTEQLAOUBOVOUEVMV ROL CUTHV
mov elvon maBoydva yuo tov avBpmmo xan ta Lda,
eupoviCovy peydin duaomoed oty guon. Auté ogei-
AeTOL OTNY 1ROVOTNTA TOUS VO OTTOQOYOVOUV, RAVOVTAS
Ta OLLTEQX OVOERTING O OUOUEVEIC CUVOTRES TTEQL-
paihovtog, Gmmg elvou oL axpaies TES Bepuoxaoiog
rnow pH, 1 éMhenpn oEvydvov x.d. (Johansson 2006).

To yévog Clostridium wotatdooetol 0to fOOtAeLo
Bacteria, oto @uho Firmicutes, otmv »hdon Clostridia,
oty 14&n Clostridiales wow oty owroyévewo Clostri-
diaceae (Johansson 2006).

2.2. Clostridium perfringens

H amoudvwon tov C. perfringens €ywe yio mowm
@opd amé tov William H. Welch to 1890, amnd évav
aoBevi}, 0 omolog TEBave 8 wpeg vmpltepa (Johansson
2006). Katd m wxpooxromxy eEETaom, meQLEyoope
€va faxrtioo ov uotale pe to Panthho Tov avBpaxa,
oM €lyE OTQOYYVAEUEVO AXOO RO FOLOROTALY TTAVTOL
oe Cevyn 1j pepovouéva xot toté oe ahvotdes. Tlpog
TUUY TOV ETLOTHUOVEL TTOV TO AVARANIYE %atl AOY® TV

LOQPOAOYIRMDV TOU YOLQOKTNQLOTIXMY, OVOUAOT®E
aQywd Bacillus welchii, oty ouvEygLo LETOVOUAOTNRE
oe Clostridium welchii wou apyotepa oe Clostridium
perfringens (Johansson 2006).

To C. perfringens eivou oygnnd peydho (1,3-1,9 0,6-
2,4um), ovOerTnG O€ PUKQES TTOOOTNTES ATUOOPULOLHOU
oEuydvov, evBiypauuo, popdiduoppo Gram-0etixd
Baxmiolo (Hatheway 1990). Kwveitan pe ) porjfeia
Aagvav tomov IV (Varga et al. 2006) 1j eivow oxivito
(Biberstein 1990). Zto ouuatovyo VTGOTEMU OYNUOL-
TiCeL vurhréc, heleg nou OTIATTVES autories, oL 0moleg
meopdrrovron amo yapoxtoLotixy] Sk Covn ouud-
Mone. H eowtegurr| Cavn tifoovg cupidhuong ogeiheton
otV T08ivn -0, eved 1 eEmteprt] Livn atehovg auud-
Avong ogethetan oty ToEivn -a (Quinn et al. 1994).

Eivow uead@iho Poxtiolo ®oL avomtiooeToL Oe
Bepuoxrpaocta 12-50 °C, ue Wdavird 000¢ AVATTVENS
ueTa&v 37-45 °C (Quinn et al. 1994, Johansson 2006).
H 6gpuonpacio twv 45 °C yonowwomoteital yio Ty
ATOUGVOOT] TOU BAKRTNOIOV OTTO UKTES RAAALEQYELEG,
emeldn o€ ATV T BEQUOXQUOTN AVOTTTUOOETOL TTOAD
o yonyoea (xo0vog yeveds 8-10 Aemtayv) amd ta
aMa Baxtijola tov cuvurdeyovv (Hatheway 1990).
O 0716001 TOV elvail LOLLITEQN CLVBEXTIXOT OTNY VYNAY
Bepuongaota. H avBextindmta vty emnoedaleton
TG00 OTTO YEVETIROUS TTORAYOVTES, GO0 %Ol OTTO TEQL-
Baihoviiroig, Gmwe TO VIOOTQWUN OTO OO0 Ava-
nrvooetan (McClane 2007).

Pevoromolet ™ Cehativn vow mpoxahel THumon
ot YAURODN, T AartoTn, T WokTdln xow T covxredoly,
oM Oy ot wovvitoAy. To xipuo eoidvra thg Couw-
ong elvan 10 areToErd %o 10 fouTuLrd 08U. Adym
™G COUmONG TS AarTOING, THG TTOLQOYWYNS CLEQLMV KO
™S MENG, OAAG Oyl THG TTEYNS TG ROLEIYNG, TOQOTN-
QETOL TO POLVOUEVO THS stormy TUUmong Tov YAAAXTOS
(Hatheway 1990, Wages and Opengart 2003). To. tepLo-
00TEQN OTEAEYN elvan evaloBnTo OTIC TEVIXIAMIVEG,
oAAG avBexrTind otig apuvoyhurooideg (Krieg 1984).

H uéyiom avdmtven tov C. perfringens moQot-
oeltou o pH 6-7. Qot600, TOMA 0TEAEYN Elvan travd
va avarriooovror g pH mov xupaiveton oo 5 €mg
8,3. H tuurj tov duvauxov oEedoavaywyris (E;,) mov
QITOUTETOL VLot TV EVOQEN TS ovdmtuEng tou C. per-
fringens eEagtdton oo TEQROAAOVTIROUS TOQAYOVTES,
omwg 1o pH, eva 1 yoaunhoten Tuy £vepyou Bdatog
(ay,) omv omola avorricoeton eivon 0,93. H avdmtugn
tov C. perfringens ovootéMeTon o€ meQLpdrrov 6-8%
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NaCl zav 10.000 ppm NaNO; 1} 400 ppm NaNO,.
Q0oTt600, UE TNV TAVTOYEOV dEAON %o AWV Q-
yovTwyv, Smg Ty vymhr| Bepuoxpaocia, To 6Ewvo pH,
o aviplotxvd ®.d., 1 avdrtugn tov C. perfringens
UTTOQEL VOL VOLOTONE L ®OUL OE TTEQURAMMOV UE IURQOTEQES
OUYXEVIQMOELS TV TOQUTAve ardtmv (McClane
2007).

H wavétnta tov C. perfringens vo. 0t0QOYOVEL, TO
%aOL0Td 1S TO MO AL dEdOUEVO TOBOYGVO fanTiioo
ot @uon (Songer 1996). Avevploxetan o ®ABe BV
TEQLOYN AV OTN Y1), Ue eEalpeon v €oNuo g
S0 GOS. ZUYRERQUUEVCL, ALTTOUOVIOVETAL OTTO TO £001-
POG, TS VOATOOVALOYES %L TOUS LOTOUS TTOV oloxovTa
og ratdotoon arootvieons. Eniong, amotehel ué€pog
™S PUOLOAOYLRNG EVIEQLXIC URQOPBLaxrig YAmEidwg
TV Bgpuoapmv Comv xow tov avBowmov (Rood and
Cole 1991, Petit et al. 1999).

To 2002 ohorinowOnxre 1 dradiraocic avayvmong
™S aAANAOUYTOG TOU YOVIOLDOUOTOS TOv oteAéyovg 13
C. perfringens. To yo®UGoOUAE TOU ATOTELETOL OTTO
3.031.430 Cevyn Pdaoenv, 2.660 meQLoyES TOU ROILKO-
molovv owteives, 10 TRNA yovidia »ouw 1) TeQLEXTIRG-
™Td oV 08 Yovavivn-xutooivn (G+C) eivan 28% (Shi-
mizu et al. 2002). H avdivon g ailnhovyiog tov yovi-
dudpatog tov C. perfringens maeiye ™ duvatdTTa
ROAVTEQNC UEAETNG TMOV UNYAVLOUWDV TTOU EUTTAEROVTOLL
0TO UETOPOMOUO TOV. ZUYREXQUUEVCL, CTTOVTATOL ULOL
oeLpd yovidimv, To. omtoia eivon vitevBuva Yo, T yYAv-
XOOUAMON RO TO UETOLOMOUS TOV YAUROYOVOU. Agv
VIAQYOUV YOVIdLOL TOU ®WOLROTOLOUV TOMTEIVES, OL
OTTOLES VOL EUTTAEROVTOL OTOV KUXAO TOL TOLRUQPBOEVMHOU
0E€0¢, Ommg elva TVIMKRG Y10 T avaeQOPLa PaxTrioLa.
TN 10 Adyo awtd, To *hmwoteidie Toxrahotv Tiumon
070 TTUEOVPXO 0V %O TTORAYETOUL ORETVAO-OUVEVEVUO
A (acetyl-CoA), v0poydvo roun dLoEeidio Tov dvOpaxa.
H napoaymyn avtadv tmv aepinv oupdiler otn diat-
oNoN TOU avaEEGPLOV mTEQLRAAAOVTOS, TO omolo eivol
OTTOLQOUTITO YLOL TNV OVATTTUEY %O TOV TTOAMATTAAOLOOUO
tov C. perfringens (Shimizu et al. 2002).

Kvpra mmyn evépyetag yia to C. perfringens osto-
tehel 1 avoeo Lo YAuroouhimwon 6rov 1o mueovfind
0BV UeTOTEETETAL OF YOAUXTIXG OBV %O AXETUAO-
ouvéviuuo A xat ot ouvEyxelo og abavoly, oEwo
0EU »au foutvprd oEV. To C. perfringens yoNOLWOTOLEL
TOMA 00X OO WS VITOOTOMUOL AvOQaXaL e T PoriOeLa
SLapSmV eVEUUMY AL ULE TOV TEOTIO OUTO dLEVROAU-
vetow 1) avasttuén tov (Shimizu et al. 2002).

To C. perfringens, o€ aviiBeon pe To GAha €601 TOU
vévoug, dev duaBéTel ueydio apBud Yovidiny ov eivor
vrevBuva yuoe ™) ProotvBeon 13 auvoEémv (Petit et
al. 1999, Cooper and Songer 2009). Zuyxexoiuéva,
aToVoLALovy Ta Yovidio. Tov elval vevBuva yuo
oUvBeon e 0EYWIVNG, TS Poivng, Thg Aevxrivng, g
LOOLEVRIVNG, TV COMUOTIRMDY OULVOEEMY, TOU YAOU-
TOUVIXOU 0EEOG, TG LOTOIVNG, TNG AVoivng, g uebet-
ovivng, TS 0€EivNg %ot TS Bpeoviving. Auto €xel mg
OTTOTELEOUOL VO UMY UTTOQEL VO avarttuy el og meQL-
Bailov 6mmov eV VITAEYOVV TC TAQUTAV® OULVOEEC.
Q0t600, in vivo, pe ™) forjBela g dpdong Tmv eEwto-
EWVaIV OV, TROROAET MIOT) TV RUTTAQMWY AUl KOTOOTQO-
@ TOV LOTAY, e 0TAYO TV 0ELOTOM 0T TOVS WS TTNYY
evépyelog non auvoE€mv (Cooper and Songer 2009).

2.3. To&iveg tov C. perfringens

Ta taboydva oteréyn C. perfringens dev €xouv )
duvatdmra vo elofdlovy oto ®UTTOO TOV EEVioTy,
aMd avaoTEMAOUY Baorég AettovQyies ot ®UTTOQO-
0T0Y06. AUTO emiTUYYAVETAL UE TH OQAON TWV TOEWVHDV
TOU, OL OTTOLES TTEOXRAAOTV ®uTTOORY PAGLY e g eviu-
UOTLRES TOVG OQAOTNOLOTNTES KO TLG MUTIXES TOUS LOLO-
mreg (Frey and Vileie 2003). IToAAG €idn faxtnolov
EXOLV TV LROVOTITOL VAL TTORAYOUV TOEIVES, AL XOVEVQL
160eg TOMES 6oeg to C. perfringens (Hatheway 1990).
TMopdyel Tovhdyiotov 17 ToErég 1 duvnurd TOERES
eEWMOWTEIVES, 0L OmOleC UTOEELl var €xouv afpolotiu
1 ovveywr] QAo TEORAADVTOS didgopEes maBolo-
YWES RATAOTAOELS 0TOVS EEVIOTES (Songer 1996).

Ov 10€(veg tov C. perfringens pmoQovv va TaEwvo-
unBovv oe ®UQLEC, 0 dEVUTEQEVOVOES ROl O EVTEQO-
ToEivN. O ®UpLeg TOEives elvau 1 dhga (-at), 1 Pyt (-
B), n EYthov (-g) row M yota (-1), Sheg duvnmird Bava-
™MEOEES, avdioya ue tov Eeviory. H eviepotoivn
meorahel emmBnMaxy PAAPY. ‘Oheg oL vtdhouteg TOEL-
VEC ROTOTAOOOVTUL OTNV ROTNYOQ(C T™V OEVTEQEVOU-
oV ToEwvmv (Sakurai et al. 1997, Gatsos 2007). Avd-
AOYOL LE TNV TTOQCLY WYY TV TEOOAQMV KVOUDV TOEWVHV
(-a, -B, -€ naw -v), Ta €dn Tov C. perfringens Tagwvo-
novvtal o€ EVTE ToEViKovg Timove: A, B, C, D na
E (ITivaxog 1). O timog A elvan 0 emxQoT€0TEQOS
%o 0 7110 OLatdEOOUEVOC ROl TOQAYEL LOVO TNV TOE(VN
-a.. O timog B mapdyel g 10Elves -a, -f »au -€, 0
tumog C g ToEives -a xau -f3, 0 Timog D 1ig Togivec -
a %o -€ %o o Tomog E g toiveg -a now -1. ‘Olot ot
TOmOL Elvall LRaVOl vaL TaQdyOuV TOEIVN -0, OF WXQES
1 ueydheg moootteg (Brooks et al. 1957, Songer 1996).
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Table 1. Classification of C. perfringens into toxinotypes and production of four major toxins.
Hivaxag 1. TaEwéunon tov C. perfringens og TOEWVIXOUE TUTOUS Kol TOQOYMYN TOV ®UQLV TOEVAV tovg (Brown et al. 2007).

TYIIOZ TOEINEX

C. perfringens Algpo Bijta “Eyihov It

(-@) (-B) (-&) (-v)

A ot — - -

B + ++ + —

C + - - -

D + — ++ =
E + = = ++

+ +: onuovtxy oeaywyy togivng, +: uren maaymyn Togivng, — : un aviyvevor Togivig

To yovidio tov C. perfringens, mov ROOLXOTOLEL
™V TOEIVN -0, EVTOMITETAL OTO YOWUOTWMUL, EVH T
YOVIdLOL TTOU RMOLROTOLOVY TLS VITOAOLTES TOEIVES UTTO-
o€l vo evromiCovtal 0To XOWUOOmU 1] OE TEQLOYES
ent6g avtov (Gatsos 2007). H evidmon tov yovidiwv
QUTOV 08 OLAPOQES TEQLOYES TOV XOWUOTMOUNTOS 1
UeTABETAV TOU OToL eIV (TAaOSImY, TEUVOTOLOVIMY
zau mlaveg edywv) ovuPdiier oty TolriAio Twv
ToEvixayv Timmv. H andnmmon n/xat ) omarero mia-
owdimv, Tov TOAVOV Vo SUUPED ROTA THY ROAALEQYELL
tov v B, C, D »o E, mbavae vo odnyrioer og
alhayn tov tomov (Petit et al. 1999). H ta&wvdéunon
tov C. perfringens o€ TOEWVIXOUGS THITOVS ElvaL YO1joLUN
YLt RAMVIZOUS 0%0TTOUGS, OAAG OEV atetroviCeL T YeEVe-
Ty ovyyévela petoEy twv togwvav (Tsutsui et al.
1995). Evdeyouévmg va vdeyouvv xouw ahheg toEiveg,
0L OTTOtES SEV £YOUV arGUN TAVTOTOLNOEL.

2.3.1. To&ivn -a

H to&ivn -a elvar 1 meQLo06teQo %o ®oAITEQN
ueLeTnUEVN 0mto TIg ®VpLES ToElveg Tov C. perfringens.
Emiong, elvaw n oty Paxrtmoloxt] To&ivy yua v
oot amodeiymue 0Tl exdNAMVEL evivuamny doa-
oTELATITAL. AVIREL OE (0L EVQUTEQT] OLXOYEVELXL TTQM-
TEWVOV, YVOOTES G ueTolompmtéaoes. O mowTeiveg
™G OOYEVELUS OUTHS ECVOIL EVEUNQL, TOL OTTOL0L ATTOUTOUY
PeVOAEYVEO YLoL Vo EXONAMOOUY TN Brohoyirt] Toug
dpdon (Gatsos 2007).

To yovidio mov eivow veviBuvo Yo TV ®wdLro-
monon g 1o&ivng -a (ple M cpa) eviomiCetan og o
7oA otafeEn TTEQLOYN] TOV XRWUOoDUTos Tou C. per-
fringens, novtd oty meQLoyy avaduthaotaouov. Avtd
€ENYe( 0 YLt GhoL 0L TOEWVIXOT TUTTOL (PEQOVV TO YOVIOLO
oTo o elvon wavol vo mapdyovy togivy -o (Rood

and Cole 1991, Titball et al. 1999, McDevitt et al. 2006).

H aviyvevon mg toEivs -a mapeumoditotay, egat-
Tl TG OLAOTTOOTS THG OTO VITEQREIUEVO VYONS RO~
MEQyeLag natd ) dadmaoio ®abaQLopol amd Tig
aMheg ToEiveg Tov Paxmneiov. O duoroiieg autég Eeme-
pdomroav 1o 1989, Gtav To vtevBuvo yovido cpa »hw-
VOTTOL BNXE RO 0T OUVEYELOL EXPOAOTNRE OE OTEAEYOS
Escherichia coli (Leslie et al. 1989, Titball et al. 1989).

H to&ivn -a elvan wa pwogpolmdon C ogpuyyo-
uwoehvaon, 1 omoic VOQOAIEL TOL PWOOMTIOLXL, TOO-
ROADVTOES TodL0QYAVMOT| TV Uepfoavav. Exdnhaver
QUUOAVTLXY], VEXQWTURY RO XUTTOQOAUTIXY OQdON, TT00-
XOAEL MIOT) TMV OULUOTTETAUALMV KO TWV AEVROKUTTEQMV
®ow PAALN 0TIg ®UTTOEIRES UEUPOAVES TOV LYOPAAOTHOV
®ow Twv puirav xutrdpwy (Titball et al. 1993, Ninomiya
et al. 1994). Anotehelton amd 370 avoEEa vaw 1 ToLo-
dudoroty dour] THE TTEQLEYEL 2 TTEQLOYES TTOV GUVIEOVTOLL
UETOED TOUG UECM ULOG WLRQNG, EVEMKTNG TTEQLOYNG
ovvdeongc. To opuvoteno dxpo (N-terminal domain)
€lvoul ELPOQTIOUEVO UE TV EVEUUOTIXY dQAOTHOLITITOL
™G TOEIVNG o XOELATETOL YEVOAQYVQO YLOL TNV EVEQ-
YOToimom Tov, eve 10 ®apPoEuteMnd dxrpo (C-terminal
domain) elvou 0TOEOLTTO YL0L T OUVOEDT UE TOUS VTTO-
JOYELS TV RUTTOQLHV UEUPQOVAV UE TN LECOAGSNON
tov aofeotiov (Naylor et al. 1999, Titball et al. 1999).

H to&ivn -a vdpohiet T pmopaTtdUAYOAivy %o
TN OPLYYORVEALVT], HUO CUOTATIXG TWV UEUPQAVAIV TWV
gVrRaEVOTIXAOY ®uTTdomv. H dpdon g emnoedleton
OTTO TNV TEQLEXTIRATHTA TV UEUPQAVAV OE YOANOTE-
OO, TOV ZOQEOUO TV PMOPOATLOIWY ROl T1 QEV-
oTéTNTOL TG UEUPOAVNG, UE YEVIRO RAVOVA OTL 00
xewmhdteon eivan 1 Beopoxoaoio TiENS g ueupeAvg,
1600 o gvaodnTy eivon ot dpdon g ToEivng -a
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(Nagahama et al. 1998, Gatsos 2007).

Ze VYNAES OUYREVIQMOELS 1) TOE(VY -0l TQOXROAEL
EXTETAUEVY VOQOAOT TOV PWOPOMITLIIV, HUTTALOLXY]
BAGPN o TeArd ™) AMon Tov ruttdoov (Titball et al.
1999). Ze& younhéc OUYREVIQDOELS TOORUAEL TEQLO-
OLOUEVN VOEBAVON TS PWOPATIOUAYOAIVIG RO TNG
OPLYYOUVELIVIG, UE ATTOTEAEOUN TNV TTAQAYWYY OgU-
TEQOYEVMV OLYYEMOPOQWY UOQIMV, THG OLOrYyAUEQOANG
(DAG) naw mg xepauidng (ceramide). Ta pdpia cvtd
UE T OELRA TOVG EVEQYOTTOLOUV cAVOLdMTES avTLdQA-
OELS UETOYMYEWV ONUOTOS, UE OTTOTEAEOUC TV OLVE-
EELEYNTI TAOAYWYY] SLOPOQETIRMV EVOORVTTOQIRMDV
uecorafntayv (Titball et al. 1999).

H Sayhureohn pumoet vo avorurhmOel og ToLo-
yAureQOA 1 o€ véa pwopoimidia. Emiong, umopel
VO EVEQYOTOLOEL TNV TEWTEVIrY ®vdon C xal ue
QUTAV TOV TEOTO VO TOQOXOUAECEL TV OTeAeVOEQMON
QOPECTIOV 0ITO TO EVOOTTAUOUOTIZG OIXTVWTO TWV EVKAL-
QUOTIXMV RUTTAQMV, OINYDVTOS O€ RUTOTAOOUOTLRY
ovyrévipmon aoPeotiov (Flores-Diaz et al. 2004).
Avtd eEnyel v ®apOLOTOEMGTITA TS oL T OUOUEVY]
g dpdon ota pvird xittoga (Titball et al. 1999).

H 10Eivn -0, extog amd v amevBeiog PAAPN Twv
RUTTOQWHAV UeUPoavav péom g vdeoilvong Tmv
POOPOMITLOINV, WTOQEL VXL TRORUAETEL CLTOEEVOULO
NG TOTMXHS ROL OVOTNUATIXTG PAEYUOVAOIOUS CvTi-
0p00NG, Ue amoTéLeoua T SUOAELTOVQYIO, TNV ROTO-
TNl wow TeMxd to Odvato Tov Egviot (Bryant and
Stevens 1996, Titball 1997). Emutpéofeta, uéow g
mowteivirng ®wvdong C umopel vo mQoxrahéoeL TNV
EVEQYOTTONON TOV RUTOQQUXTY TOV AVTLOQAOEWYV TOV
0o dOVIROU 0EEOS nan TV TTopaywyn BooupoEavimy,
AevroTOLEVIMV o TEooTayhadvav. Ta uoglo owtd
moCovv onuavting Q0RO 0TV TEORANOT) TOTILXA PAEY-
uovig, toyouutog, 0odupmong xor ayyeLooUomoong,
UE OUVETTELQL TV VITOEL TwV TTROOBERANUEVDV LOTAY,
Ommg ovuPaiveL ot YAyYQoUVa TV avO®ITMV, EVVO-
WOVTOS TV aVATTVEY ®a ToV tolhamiaotaoud Tov C.
perfringens (Stevens and Bryant 1997, Titball et al.
1999, Flores-Diaz et al. 2004).

H 10E&ivn -a dieyelper andun v mapaywyr meo-
OTOXVRALVNG %O TOV TTALOAYOVTH EVEQYOTTOINONS TMV
awpometoriov (PAF) ota evdoOnhand wittaga, odn-
YAOVTOGS 08 QUENON TS AryYELOKNS OLOTTEQATATN TS KOl
0€ TEOORGAN 0T TWV OVOETEQOPLAWYV RUTTAQWV OTO
evdobiiho. Emumpdobeta, ) ToEivn -a. uoel va Oie-
YEIQEL TNV EXPOAON TV TOQOUYOVIWY TQOOROAANONG

nooimv ota evdobnhard ®UTTOQO XL O0TO. 0VdE-
teeoguha. H amoppiBuon twv ICAM-1 (intercellular
adhesion molecular-1) xar ELAM-1 (endothelial
leukocyte adhesion molecule-1) omv emipdvera Tmv
evOoONAARMOV RUTTAQWYV, 08 OUVOVOUS UE TNV CVEN-
uévn mapaymyr| IL-8, m omoila dpa ynuetotoaxmnd yio
T OVOETEQOPLAQL, EYEL G OUTOTEAECUOL TV EUPQOEN
TOV OLUOPOQMV Ay YELMV, TaeUTOdITOVTaS T UETA-
VAOTEVON TV OVOETEQOPLAMY HuTTAQWV (Bryant and
Stevens 1996, Bunting et al. 1997, Titball et al. 1999).
Eniong, n to&ivn -a B umwogovioe vo odnyijoeL »ow o€
OUYROAMNOT TOV OULUOTETAAIMY, UE OVVETELDL TNV
ayyewom) andgoeagn (Bryant et al. 2000).

H to&ivn -a, 6mmg gaiveton %o artd T ToQamdve,
Uwoel va. exdNAMOEL ueydin mowrthict PLohoyurav
dpdoewv. Qotd00, 1| EQUNVEIN TOETEL VoL YIVETOL UE
1000YY, emeld] o€ TOMES uerétec o PLohoyireg
dpdoeig exdnAadvovtol o€ UeYdAN TOLRIACL RUTTOQIRAV
OELQMV %L OF I Vivo WOVTEAD LOLPOQETIRMV ELOMDV
Cowv. Emiong, 1 TeQLEXTRATNTO TG RUTTAQIXIS UEW-
BOAVNS TV EVXOQUOTLRGV KUTTAQWY OF POOPOMITIOLLL
eupaviter peydhn mowhion peTagl Twv Loy 0OV
(Flores-Diaz et al. 2004). Zmv moory ottt oL, TTOMES
oo TS TOQATEVD PLohoyivég dQAOEIS WTOQOUV Vo
0DO0VV EVNOYES OUTOVTHOELS YLOL TOL OUUTTTMOUOTC KO
TS OMOLWOELS THS YAy YooUvaS TOU avBommov, ahld
Oev elvau PEPato moreg amd autég Bo. umogovoay Vo
EUTTAEXOVTOU OTNV TTQOXANON TG VEXQWTIXNG EVTEQITIOOG
(NE) ota »peomapaywyd ogviba (Gatsos 2007).

2.3.1.1. H @uBuion Tov yovidrov éxgpoaons g
ToEivng -a

"Eva amd 1o onpovtirdteQa oTddLoL Yio TV ITuQo-
OGTNON TWV UNYOVIOUGDY TTOV EUTAEROVTOL OTHYV EXOT-
Awomn g NE eivow 1 €xgppaon tov yovidiov cpa mov
®OAIKOTTOLEL TV TOEIVN -0 H 10EivN -1 exnpiveton ot
T0L fomTiola Tov oUVOEOVTOL UE TOL ETLOMMand ®UTTOQO
TOU YUOTEEVTEQLROU PAEVVOYGVOU, TOL OTTOLNL TTQOTYOL-
uévag €xovv vrootetr PAAPN amtd ) 0QdoN TWV TEO-
duaBeowmayv magayoviov (McDevitt et al. 2006).

H éxpoaon twv yovidimv mov ®mdromolovy Tig
to&ivec tov C. perfringens eléyyeton amd QUOOTIXG
ovotmuo 0o cvotatk®y, To VirR/VirS ovomua.
‘Onng »ow o€ ahha QuBoTIRG cuoTipata SV0 cVoTaL-
TIRAV, TO POOPWOEUMMUEVO CVOTATIRG QUBNITEL T
UETOYQOPY] TWV YOVIOIMV-0TOY0E, OCUUTEQLAAUSOVO-
uévou xaun Tov cpa (Rood and Cole 1991). To enimedo
™™g €rnpoaong tov cpa and to C. perfringens 010
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YOOTQEVTEQLXRG COMVEL TWV VYLDV TTTNVAV ELVOL (0L
MO, evdd ota Tenvd tov exdnhavouy NE avEdvetan.
ZVugpova pe tovg Novak and Fratamico (2004), n
ToQoywyY] ToEWmV puluileton pe fdon 1o quorum
sensing (QS). Baxtjoia tov omoimv o €heyyog g
Enpoaong tmv yovidiwyv yivetar pe fdon 1o QS eivon
10 Pseudomonas aeruginosa, to Bacillus subtilis, to C.
perfringens now TOMG €01 Tov Yévoug Vibrio (McDevitt
et al. 2006).

TToAAG €00 BonTOimV EAEYYOUV THV EXPOOLOT] TMV
YOVLOImV TOVE O ETired0 mANBUoUOU e TV ToQaywyy,
TNV EXXQLON), TV AVIYVEVOT] XOL TV OVTIOQOON UE HOQLL
ONUATOdATNONG, TOL OTTOLCL OVOUATOVTOL AUTETTOLY WY ELS
(AE) nou ouyrevipovovtor 0to eEMRUTTOQIRG TTEQL-
parhov. Kabe eidog fantnoiov moodyeL ®ow avTosmo-
xotverar povadurd otovg AE. “Exel avorohvgbel Evag
wovadirds awtemaywyéag (AE-2), o omotog gaivetan
VoL TTOTEAEL RAUOOMKO OYjUCL RO YONOLUEVEL VIO TV
EMXOLVOVIQL UETAED Poxtneinv tov (dov, adhd won
dragopenrov eidovg (Lu et al. 2005). Ze Sha T £(0n
Boaxmoeinv mov ehéxnoav, n ovvBeon tov AE-2 gai-
veta va, eAEyyeTan amd 1o Yovidio IuxS. O AE-2 exxpi-
VETOW OTtd TO RUTTAQO %o OUVOEETONL UE T luxP, o
TEQUIALOUOTLRY TTOWTEVY] OVVOEDNS, 1 OToio 0dNYel
TeEMrA 0€ UETAPOLES TG ErgpEaons Tov yovidiov cpa,
(Xavier and Bassler 2003).

2.3.1.2. O éheyyog g ov¥vOeons g TOEivNS -0

H €xpoaon tov yovidiov cpa wow ®or” EXERTAUON 1)
oUvBeom g T0EivNG -0 tov C. perfringens QOIVETOL VO
ovBuieton ue to ovomua QS, ¥ONOWOTOLDHVTOS OM-
yomemtiowo, outemaywyels 1 v o 0vo. H toEivn -a
QA ETAL TTQOS TO TENOS TNG AoYooLBuxns (paong avd-
7tovEng tov C. perfringens wow €mnEeALEL ONUOVTIXG T
Aowoydvo tov dvvaun. H mapaymyn g 1o8ivng -a
OUUTTITTTEL UE TO YOVIRG onuelo Omou 1) tagarywyn AE-
2 a6 10 foaxtiolo Poloxretan oto UEYLOTO. MelETes ue
uetchharyuéva oteréym Exouvv deiEel otL, »otd ) Aoya-
oLl PAOY AVATTTUENS, 1] TTALQULY WYY TOEIVNG -0t ElvalL
UELOUEVT, EVA ROTA T OTUTLXY] PAON, 1] TOQOYWYY|
TOEIVNG elvou ota idLa emtimed oL TG00 0TO PeToMaryUEvo,
000 o 0To PUOLKS 0TéANEY0S. O PGAOG TOL xS yovidiov
glvar 0 EAEYY0G TOV YOOVOU TOQEAYMYS ™S TOEIVNE -0
oo 1o C. perfringens (Phillips-Jones 2000).

ALdpoQal XOaRTNOLOTIXA TV UWNXUVIOUDY PLo-
ouvBeong tov AE-2 vtodnhavouy v UapEn oteviig
OY€0NG UETAED TV PARTNOLOHMY TANBUOUWY ROl TNG
Boxtnolomiic avdmmuens. Suyrexouuéva, o AE-2 exxpl-

VETOU OO TOL KUTTOQO. LE OTTOTEAE UL 1) OUYREVTOMON
TOU VoL moTteLel EVOELEN TOV Paxtnolonoy thnfuouom.
Emiong, vrdgyel dueon ox€on UETAED Tou PantnoLaxon
uetofolopon o g mapaywyrc AE-2. Ta enineda
AE-2 umogotv va yonowuomom8ovv wg EvoelEn 1600
YLOL TO OTAOLO AVATTTVENS GO0 %L Yo T duvaTdThTa
AVATTTVENS £VAg Paxtnoloxot mAnBuopov. ‘Oco agopd
to C. perfringens, o AE-2 gh€éyyeL TNV €xQQAOT TOV
YOVIOIWV IOV lval VITEVOLVAL YL TNV TOQOY WYT] TV
TOEW®V -a, -0 naw -» (McDevitt et al. 2006).

Zyetnd pue v mveoddmon e NE ota mmvd
YEVVAVTOL EQWTNUATIXG ot TO YEYOVOS 0Tl 0 AE-2
elval naBolndg vou umoel va dpdoeL og Gha Ta £idn
Poaxmnotov, evd ta ohyomemtidia elvor gldrd Tou
eidovg. Av m 0UvBeo TOV OMYOTETTLOIWY XL TWV
oUTETOYOYEWV autotelel avtidpaon tov mAnduouov
tov C. perfringens, | ovvBeom tov AE-2 Ba umopovoe
VoL OTOTEAEL AvTOQOOT SLOPOQETIHAV ELODV PaxTh-
oiowv. H exdjlwon g NE givou mbavdg ammotéheona
™G ETUXOVOVIOS UETAED TV ParTOLon®V TAnbuoumy
%ol TG OAMNAETIOQAONC TOUG UE TO YOOTQEVTEQLRO
owMjva. Edv amodewyBel ndm t€to10, 1 NE Ba amo-
teMOVOE TARAJELY U VOONUOLTOS TOV TTETTIXOU OUOTY-
UOLTOS, TO OTTO(0 TVEODOTETOL UECM PomTnOLomtis odAn-
Aemidpaong (McDevitt et al. 2006).

2.3.2. ToEivn -p

H to&ivn -p elvou 0 #0105 TAEGYOVTOS TTOU EUTAE-
netaw ot NE tov avBpwmov (Sakurai and Duncan
1978). Elvan gvaioBntn ot Bepudmra xon ) dpdon
™E TEWTEAONS ®ow TS Bouvyivng. Amoteheiton amd
347 apvoE€a, evd To noglaxd g Pdeog eival 34
kDaltons. H yevetxy] g avdivon amordivpe ot
ewpaviCer opohoyio oty addnhovyio tmv apvoEEwv
UE TNV TOE(VT] -al, TV TOEVY -y ®ow T AeUR0OLOivy TOU
Staphylococcus aureus. To yovidlo ov givou vtevBuvo
yLoL Ty ®mdtromoinoy g eivou to cpb, To 0moto evro-
niCeton og mhaoptdwo (Sakurai et al. 1984).

Eivow n 0evtepn mo Bavameoga togivy tov C.
perfringens, uetd mv 105ivn -€. H dtadiraoio ovvdeorig
™G UE TOUG VTTOOOYEIS EIVOLL () AVTLOTQEWLUY), UE OITO-
TELEOUO 1] YOQHYNON aVTLOQOU UETA TN OVVOEON VO
unv uropet va. eEovdetepwoet Ty ToEivn (Sakurai et
al. 1981). Aoxel mv maboydvo g dpdon oynuarti-
CoVTag TOEOVG UE OMYOUEQLOUO THG KUTTOQLXIC UEW-
Bodvnge. O mtépol autol TEorahoUv HeTaFory ™G OLa-
TEQUTOTNTOS TNS KUTTAUQLRNGS UEUPOAVNC, UE OTTOTEAE-
OUOL TV EXQON LOVIMV XUAIOV ®OL TV EL0QOY LOVIMV
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VoTEiov, aofeotiov %ot YAmeiov, 0dnywvTag ot ddy-
RWON ®oL TEMRA 0T AMon Tov ®uttdoov (Shatursky
et al. 2000, Nagahama et al. 2003). Ztov dvBowmo, ta
evOoONALamd ®UTTOQA PAIVETOL VO ATTOTENOVY T KUT-
TAQA-OTOY0G, YMOIG MOTA0O0 VO EXINADVEL AUUOMUTIXT]
dpdon (Steinthorsdottir et al. 2000).

Téhog, ovugpmva ue toug Shatursky et al. (2000),
N To&ivn -f exdnimvel dpdon xvEimg VEVEOTOEIVIG
0pWVTOG OTIS TEOYAYYMOXES (VES Y| 08 OTOLYEIO TOV
QUTAVOUOU VEURLROU CUOTHUATOS ROl AYSTEQO OQAOM
ruttapolvoivie. H petafolt g duamepatdmrog g
RUTTOORNG UeUPEavng xan 1 dtevroivvon g QoY
TOV LOVOOHEVAV LOVTOV TQOXAUAOVY TOUTOTI) KO UM
AVOOTQEYLUN EXTOMDOY] TOU RUTTAQOV, UE OTTOTELEOU
™ PAGPN Tov vevpava (Shatursky et al. 2000).

2.3.3. To&ivn -B,

H avaxdluym g toEivng -f, mbavag va emne-
GoeL 1o UEMOVY TG TOELVOUNONE TV TOELVIRMY TOHTMV
tov C. perfringens. ATopovoOnxe ro ®hwvomowOnxe
om6 tovg Gilbert et al. (1997) now dev eppavitel opo-
hoyia oy adinhovyic Twv avoEEmV pe ropion AN
yvoot ToEivn. To noLaxd g BAoog avépyetat ota
28 kD. Eivou ®uttaipoTtoExy Y10 OQLOUEVES KUTTOQIXES
OeLREG emONMONNS TEOEAEVONG RO ALOXEL TV TTaBO-
YOVO TG ORAON WECH THG TTEOXANONE TOQWYV OTLS KUT-
tawés neupodveg (Gibert et al. 1997).

To yovidio mov eivor vITEVBVVO YL TV KOILROTTOL-
Nom ™S ToEivng eivon To cpb, rou evromtiCetow oe ThaL-
owido (Hirsh and Biberstein 2004). H magovoia tov
¢pb, oyetiCetou pe ™ NE tov yoipov (Jost et al. 2005),
™ NE tov ahdyov (Herholz et al. 1999), mv cupopporytni
eviepinda v fooedwv (Lebrun et al. 2007), ue weot-
otatxd dudgooiag oe oxvhovs (Hirsh and Biberstein
2004) now palt pue mv eviepotoivn ue meplotaTind
dudppotag otovg avBpamous (Fisher et al. 2005).

2.3.4. Tokivn -¢

H to&ivn -& ivau 1 1m0 1oyven *AwotLdLax Vev-
Q0TOEIVN uetd v ToEivy g allaviioong xal Ty
ToEivn Tov tetdvov (Mantis 2005). To yovidio (etx)
7OV ®MOLROTIOLEL TNV TOE(VY -€ evtomileTan og mAaL-
outdro (Hirsh and Biberstein 2004). H taytmto pe
™V omoio exdNADVEL TNV TOERATITA TS OTOV EEVIOTY|
amodidetan ratd €vo UEQOS OtV ravoTTa VoL dLo-
TEQVA TOV aLUOTOEYREPOMRS poayud (Worthington
and Mulders 1975). Eivou o autiohoyirdg moQdyovtog
™g Bovatnpoeas EVIEQOTOELVOLUING ®OL TS VOOOU
TOV TTOATWOOVS VEPEOU OTaL TEORATOL KoL EVIOTE OF

alyeg »ow pooydole (Songer 1996, Petit et al. 1999,
Hirsh and Biberstein 2004, Johansson 2006).

IModyeToL 0TO YUOTQEVIEQIRG WAV G 00O
VS TEOTOE(VY] ROl EVEQYOTOLE(TOL OTTO TIG TETTLHRES
Towtedoes (Bpuyivn, yuuoBouyivn, ».d.) (Miyata et
al. 2002). ITpoxrahlel avEnom ™G aETNELOXG TTEEONS
%O TNG OQTNOLOXTS OLOTTEQUTATNTOG, UE UTTOTEAEOUNL
VoL LEVROATVETAL 1] DLEAEVOT| TS QTG TO YOLOTQEVTEQLXG
BAevvoydvo, vo eLOEQYETOL 0TV XUXAOPOQICL TOV CLilal-
TOG %O VOL UETOPEQETAL OF OLAPOQX GQYUVOL TOU ODUCL-
TOG, OTUME OTOV EYREPONO, TNV ROEOLD, TOVS TVEVUOVES
%OUL TOVS VEPEOUES, TOXAAMVTAS PAAPES 0TO EvOOBMO
TOV OYYEIWY, OTWAELDL VYOGV, OIONUC RO CLLUOQQOLYTES
(Tamai et al. 2003).

Ze VYNAEC OUYREVTOMDOELS TIG TOEIVNS -€ TOQA-
EETaL OldNUA TOV EYREPANOV ®at AWENOY TS EVOO-
xoavioxng mieong, eEontiog g PAAPNS Twv evOoOn-
MOX@GY RUTTAQWV TOV AYYEIMY TOV EYREQALOV. Zg
XOUNAES OUYREVIQDOELS, TOQOTNQEITOL EOTLOXT] CUN-
ueTory eyrepolopordxuvvon. Emuthéov, 1) togivn -&
dLeyeipelL Ty e evOEQMOT RAUTEYOMUULYAV, UE CLTTO-
TELEOUC TNV EVEQYOTTOIMOT] TNG AOEVUAKNG HURAAONG
O TNV TEORANOY VITEQYAVROULUITS ®ow YAUrROTOVETOG
(Hirsh and Biberstein 2004).

To v exdfhwon g Proroyinng dpdong Tg Togi-
VNG -€ oTrauteton 1) oUvOEOT TG Ue ELOROUS RUTTOQL-
%0UG VITOJOYELS, TOVS CLOAOYAVROTQMTEIVIROUS VITO-
doyeic. Metd ) oUVOEDT] TG UE TOVUG KUTTOQLXOUG
VIOO0YEIC, TEOXAAE! U EMAEXTINA TTOQOVS UE OAL-
YOUEQLOUO TNG KUTTAUOLXYC UEUPOAVNG, UE OTTOTELETUOL
™MV OTOAELR TS EONMOXNS avOerTIRGTNTOC. AUTG
EXEL WS OTTOTEAEOUA T1) OUYREVIQMOT VYQOU ROL TNV
TEorANON odjuaTog otov mEooPePAnuévo 1oto (Petit
et al. 2001, Miyata et al. 2002).

2.3.5. Tokivn -1

H to&ivr -1 eivan péhog tov xhwotodtonady dvadt-
%OV TOELVHV TTOV TOOTTOTOLOVY TOV KUTTUQOOKEAETO TG
ontivng. Eivouwn Arydtepo ToEinn astd TG ®UQLES TOEIVES
tov C. perfringens. Amotelelton amd dvo aveEdomreg
mowTelveg, 10 evivpomxo ovotatxd (Ia) xow To ovv-
deunod ovotanxo (Ib). T mv exdnhwon g xutta-
QOTOEKNGS ™S 0pAoNS eivar autapaiTTo ®ow Tow dvo
ovotatird. To yovidlo 1ou xmOMOTOLOTY TIS TOQUITAVM
mowteiveg, lap wou lbp, Polorovion omy ido cdknhouyio,
enpdLovton oo Tov idLo vroxvn T, athhd yweitovion
o6 40 un rmduomoujorua vourheotidia. To popraxd
Baoog twv mpwteivay eivon 45-47,5 kD nou 71,5-80 kD,
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avtiotoryo. EEoutiog tov drapopetivol ueyEboug 1o
Ta yopaxmeiCeton wg ehapoid alvoida, eva to Ib wg
Baord ahvoida (Perelle et al. 1993).

Ta dvo ovoTaTHG EXXQIVOVTUL S TTQOTOEIVES KO
YLOL TV EVEQYOTOIMOT| TOUS artauteiton 1 dodon g
toElvng -A 1j g yunoBowypivng (Gibert et al. 2000).
To Ib ovvdéetan pe Tov VTOOOYEX ETPAVELOS KL
OUVETTMC LECOLOPEL 0TV E0WTEQIREVON TOV EVEVLUOL-
TxoU ovototxov. To Ia zataiier v ADP-oifoov-
Mmon Tov LOVOUEQDY aXTIVIG, UE OTTOTEAECUO TOV
QITOTTOMVUEQLOUO TG UXTIVIG %OL TNV OVAOTOAY TOV
ANUTTOQIRMV AELTOVQYLMV TTOV BOoICoVIOY OTOV RUTTO-
QOOXELETO TNG aXTIVNG, 0dNYdVTOS 0To Bdvarto. TEhog,
a&iCel vo onuetwBel 6t 1 toEivn -1 Ba uopovoe va
ATOTEAETEL YONOLUO BLOAOYLHO EQYUAETD YLOL TH UETOL-
pod mpwteiviv néoa ota xutraga (Rood and Cole
1991, Songer 1996, Petit et al. 1999, Gibert et al. 2000,
Johansson 2006).

2.3.6. Evregotogivy

H evtepotoivy (CPE) amotehet ™y 10t 0€ 0eLpd
OUYVOTNTOS OUTIC TOOQOYEVOUS dNANTHEINONS OTOVG
avBe®Iovg, o’ A0 TOV dEV RATUTACOETUL OTLS
ropLeg togiveg tov C. perfiingens (McClane 2007). Are-
hevBepwveton autd to C. perfiingens ®otd. T OTOQOYOVicL
TOU %o Oyt »oTd TV avamtuEn Tov (Johnson 1989).

To yovidio cpe elvor vevBuvo yuo TV ®wdLro-
7TOMON TG EVIEQOTOEIVNGS %ol EVTOMICETOL OTO YQW-
uoomua 1 o€ meELoy€g extog avtov. O aplBudg Tmv
oteheydv C. perfringens mov QEQOVV TO YOVIOLO cpe
elvan TEQLOQLOUEVOS. ZUYRERQLUEVAL, MYOTEQO OTTO TO
5% o otehexayv C. perfiingens ov €xovv amopovemoel
TOYXOOUIE PEQOVY TO YOVIOLO TTOV givai VitevBuvo
yioe Ty rwdwomoimon g evrepotoEivng (McClane
2007). To. Betwnd cpe otehéym C. perfringens tomov A
tagwvouovvral o dLopoQETIROUS YEVOTUTOUS (Yow-
noowuixo IS1470-cpe, mhaoutdio-peoouevo IS1470-
like-cpe wow plasmid-borne 1S1511-cpe), avdloya ue
™mv aAnhovyio ewoaymyris (insertion sequence) Twv
OTOLYEIMV TTOV TTROOXOAAGVTOL OTO cpe Yovidio (Songer
1996, McClane 2001).

OL yeVATUTTOL TTOV EVOYOTOLOUVTOL GUYVATEQO YL
™MV TEORANON TEOPOYEVOUS AOTUMENS elval oL ow-
UOOMWALOL, T0Q" OAO TTOV ROL OL TOELS YV(OTOL YEVO-
ot €xovv ) duvardmra (McClane 2007, Lahti et
al. 2008). AvtiBeta, oL TAaodLO-PEQOUEVOL YEVOTUTTOL
OYETICOVTOL RUOIWS UE U TEOPOYEVEIC MOLUMEELS,
OTMS TN YUOTQEVTEQITLON UETA TN 01O AVTLRLOTIXDV

rnow T yaoteevreptda tov toEdiwtdv (Collie and
McClane 1998).

H evtepoto&ivn arolovBel €va mohvotadiond
UNYOVIOUG CAANAETTIOQOONG IUE TOL KUTTOQOL TOV EEVIOTH).
AQywmd ouvOEeTon e TOUg VITodOYElS TV EmONMaKV
XUTTAQMV TOV YOLOTEEVTEQLXOU PAEVVOYOVOL RO LOL-
QlTEQO PE TOVS VTTOOYEIS TV XUTTAQWV TS XROQUYTIC
v Aayvov (McClane 2007). O vtodoyeic aviirouv
omv owoyévela »hawdivng (claudin), Twv mewTEivHV
woyvons ovvdeons (Fujita et al. 2000). Metd ™ ovvdeon
axolovBELl 1 ONULOVEYIC WXQWDV CUUTAGKR®V, 0T
omota 1 EVIEQOTOEIVY OlyouepiCeton o€ eEaUeQEC
ovurthoro, to C. perfringens evieQoToEIVY eE0UEQES-
1 (CH-1). To CH-1 megi€yel ®Aavdivy ®oL CUYREV-
TOWVETOL OTNV ETLPAVELR TS HepPedvng (Robertson
et al. 2007). AxohoUBwg, To CH-1 mopdyeL ratiov-em-
AEXTHOUE TTOQOVS UETA TNV OUVOEDH] TOU OTHV KUTTCLOLXY
UEUPOAVT), ETUTOETOVTAS TV ELOQOY| LOVIWV AOPETTIOV
oto xuttao (McClane, 2004). Auto €yel wg OmoTENE-
OOl TNV EVEQYOTTOINOM TS RaAUOVTOUAIVYG (calmodu-
lin) now tg »oAmeivng (calpein), TOV owomoOAVUUEQLOUS
™G WTOYXOVOQLAKIS UEUPOAVNS ®Ow TV ateAEVBEQON
TOU XUTOYQWDUATOS ¢ OTO KUTOTACOUC, UE CUVETELL
ToV ®UTTOQWKO Bdvato (Smedley et al. 2004).

Emiong, n eLopon 1ovtawv aofeotiov mporahel nop-
pohoyr BAAPN ot wiTTOO, 1) OOl dLOEENYVIEL
TLS LOYVOES OUVOEDELS UETAED TV TTOQUREUEVOIV ETTL-
ONAardV ®UTTAEWV. AUt €YelL S TOTELEOU TNV
eheiBeQn €(0000 TG EVTEQOTOEIVNG OTN POOEOTAEL-
QLrY] EMLPAVELA TOV HVUTTAQOV, GOV UToQOUV va
mopayBovv emmAéov CH-1. e awtd to onueio, oyn-
uotiCetan €va emuhéov CPE avumhoro, to C. perfrin-
gens evieQoto&ivn eEauepés-2 (CH-2), to omolo meQLé-
xeL oxxhovdivn (occludine) (McClane 2007).

O Tapamdvem alhay€c TEorahovy TV Tayeia
OTTOAELOL VYQWV RO NAEXTQOAVTOV OO TN YULOTQEV-
TEQWY] 000, U ammotéleoua Ty exdAwon didopotag
%ol TV aguddtmon tov Eeviory| (Gatsos 2007).

H emdnuohoyint] OLepelivion TEQLOTATLRMY TQO-
OYEVOUS hOTUMENS €xel aumodelEeL OTL EVOg WKQEOC
aoLBuds otehexwv C. perfringens, Waviv Vo ToQdyouvy
EVTEQOTOEVY, CUVUTTAQYEL UE UEYALO CLOLBUO un evTe-
Q0TOELVOYSVVY OTEAEYDV 0T 0QVIBLO ROl TOVG
uooyovg (Miwa et al. 1997, Miwa et al. 1998, McClane
2007). TV owtdv to Adyo,  voAEQyELa EVIEQLROU
TEQLEYOUEVOV 1] ROTQAVMV KL 1] ETULAOYY CTTOLXLAIV
VIO TTEQUUTEQW YOQUXTNOLOWS TOUVAS VoL 0dNYTOEL
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og Pevdig apvnurd amoteléopoto. T Ttov amote-
AEOUOTIHG TTEOOOLOQLOUG TOV EMUTOAAOUOU TV OTE-
Arexov C. perfringens, BET®GV S TOOS TV TAQAYWYN
EVTEQOTOEIVNG, EIVOIL ATTOQALTITY 1) OLEVEQYELXL TTEQLO-
OGTEQWV ETULONUOAOYIRAIV UELETAV UE AROUN TTLO EVOU-
oOnreg teyviréc (Immerseel et al. 2004).

2.3.7. To&ivn -0

H 10&ivn -6 eivon wo cupolvoivy, yvwon emiong
®ow g B-auporvoivn, teppotvyyolvoivn O (theta-hemo-
lysin, perfringolysin O) 1} OeloA-evegyomomuévn xuto-
Mvoivn (thiol-activated cytolysin). [apdyetow zow and
Toug EVTE ToEWIROUS TOmovg C. perfiingens. H 0pdon
™G eEUQTATAL OTTO TV TEQLEXTIXROTTA TG KUTTALOIXNG
ueupedvng oe xoAnotepohn (Rood and Cole 1991).

TTpoxahel TGEOVS OTNY RUTTAOWKY UEUPQAVY, UE
ooTéAeoua TNV TAEN AOON TmV EQUOEMV CLUOTPLL-
olwv (Petit et al. 1999, Awad et al. 2001). Mot ue
™V 10EiVN -0, puBuiteL ™ @Aeyuovddn avridpoaon
0ToV EEVIOTY], TOOROADVTOC T1) OUYREVTOMON TOV AEV-
NOXVTTAQWV 0T CULUOPAQX CryYeloL Kol TAQEUTO(-
COVTOG TN QUOLOAOYLXY| UETAVAOTEVON TWV OVOETEQD-
@uhwv oto onuelo g uélvvong. O fAdpeg mov mpo-
®ohovvran oo Ty ToEivy -0 %o TV ToEivn -a TEO-
XKOAOUV OIONUOL RO LOYOUUIOL, UE OTTOTEALEOUCL THV UTTO-
Elo TV LOTAY, YEYOVOS TOU EVVOEL TNV avdTTuEN %o
tov morhamhaoraoud tov C. perfringens (Petit et al.
1999, Awad et al. 2001).

2.3.8. To&ivn -NetB

TTpdopata, TEQLYQAPNXKE UL0L VEX TOEIVY TTOV O)E-
tiCeton pe ™ NE tov xpeomagaymydv ogviBinv, 1
toElvn -NetB. H 10&ivn avoxaligdnxe xatd v mo-
ondfeL0 avevREONS TEWTEIVAOV OO TO VITEQHEIUEVO
VYO xaAMEpyewas C. perfringens, oL 0moies B0l uroQov-

o0V VoL XONOUOTTOBoUY 1oL TV avOooAOY IR OLEYEQOT
row v pootaoto Evavit s NE (Keyburn et al. 2008).

H to&ivy -NetB eilval ®uttaQotogixy Yo T ®Ut-
TALOO 0QVEBLOV NITOTWUATOGS in Vitro xow exOMABVEL TV
maBoyovo g dEAoN e TV TEARANON WxEMV VOEO-
PUAMRGV TOEWV OTNY RUTTOXY LeUPOdvn dLouéToou
1,6-1,8 nm. To popraxd g PAgog ®uuaiveton oo
33,2 émg 34,8 kD o mooovotdler opotdTnTa oty
oAnhovyio TV auvoSEmy e Ty Togivn -0 xatd 40%,
ue v toEivn -f xatd 38% nan pe v ToEivn -a Tov
Staphylococcus aureus natd 31% (Manich et al. 2008).

2.3.9. Aevtepevovoeg ToEiveg noL taboydvor
TaQayOVTES

To C. perfringens, ext0g omtd TIg ®UQLES TOEIVES
AOLL TV EVIEQOTOEIVY, TORAYEL TNV TOEIVY -A Y] ®alEi-
vaomn, v T0&ivn -8 pe QAo ALUOAVCIVNG, TV TOEIVN
- (mu) ue dpdon varlovpoviddong, Ty Togivn -v (nu)
ue dpdon vovxhedong, v ToEivn -% ue dQAOoY ROA-
hayevaong, m vevpauviddon/owaiddaon (Nam) xou
v o-clostripain like mpwtedon (Rood and Cole 1991,
Hirsh and Biberstein 2004, Gatsos 2007).

Ou toEiveg autég 0pouy wg EVEVUAL, TOL OTTOT0L EUTTAE-
AOVTOL OTHV AmodSuNnon eEMRUTTAQIXOT VMROU %ol
TOWTEIVOV, TOREYOVTUS LE QUTOV TOV TOOTO DQETTLRA
ovotatird Yo my avdrtugn tov C. perfringens. Emiong,
molEg devtepevovoeg ToElIveS dpouv ouveQyrd M
OUUTANQMUOTIXA UE TLG KUQLES TOQOYOVES TOSIVEC
(Minami et al. 1997, Gilbert et al. 2000). Evoeyouéving
vou toedyovro xow GAAes toEives amd 1o C. perfringens,
oL omoieg va unv €yxouvv tavtomonBel axour. Téhog,
1 8QdON TV TOEWVDV, ®KUQLMV ROl DEVTEQEVOVOWYV, OE
oplouéva voorjuata dev €yel mAoms dtahevravOel
(Immerseel et al. 2009). B
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