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From the idea to implementation of the in vivo experiment.
Organizing and planning a new protocol.

A. E. Papalois, Biologist, PhD

Experimental — Research Center ELPEN Pharmaceuticals

A6 TV 10€a £mg TNV VAOTOING TOV in Vivo TELQANATIZOY TEOTOXROAAOV.
YUVTOVIOUOG ROl 0QYAVWOT).

A. E. llarxaAiong, Biohéyog, PhD
ArevBuvtiic Epeuvntirod - [Tewpapatinot Kévipov ELPEN A.E. ®apuoxevtinyc Biounyoviog
Avominowtig Kadnynuig (I1A 407/80) IMavemomuiov ITatodv

ABSTRACT. A brief overview is presented of the key steps involved in designing a research animal experiment, with reference
to resources that specifically address each topic of discussion in more detail. After an idea for a research project is conceived, a
thorough review of the literature and consultation with experts in that field are pursued to refine the problem statement and to
assimilate background information that is necessary for the experimental design phase. Other practical considerations include
defining the necessary control groups, randomly assigning animals to control/treatment groups, determining the number of animals
needed per group, evaluating the logistics of the actual performance of the animal experiments and identifying the most appropriate
statistical analyses and potential collaborators experienced in the area of study. Also important concerns are anaesthesia, trial
dosages of molecules-elements, definition of surgical procedures, sham experiments as control group and cost per experiment.
Other factors are probable or expected timeframe for completion of experiments, sufficient financing, pathology and final
histopathological examination, specific indicators or values necessary for the evaluation of the results and the origin of the research
protocol (doctoral thesis, master or research interests). All of these factors are critical to designing an experiment that will generate
scientifically valid and reproducible data, which should be considered the ultimate goal of any scientific investigation.

Keywords: experimental protocol, biomedical research, experimental design, pre-clinical studies, pilot experiments, organization

IMEPIAHWH. H emibupio 1] ) avdyxn vAOmoinomng IS TELQOUATIXIG EQEVVAG, ElTe Eexivd amd Vtaxtd xhvind egwTuaTa ei-
T€ OTT0 TV OvAy xRN SORUG OTNV TEAEN avaraAiPewv BOOIrRGV ETOTUEVOV, OF RAOE TEQImTOON, avadexvieL T ONUOOTL TG €-
TOTROVIXTS OuveQYaotog. H ouMnym wog déag, 1 LETATEOY] TS 08 TOWTOROANO ROl 0XOAOVOMS 1) VAOTTOINON TOV TTQWTOXGA-
Aov, elvar ouveyxouevol xpixot ag oAoidag. To apyrd otddio eival n exeEegyaoio g PLpAOYQAPIOS, SLOTOTOVETAL UE T
peyaitteen duvaty oxoAdoTHGTITA 1) TEOTOTUTTIC TNG LWENS RO 0r0AOUB0S OYedLAlovTaL OL TELQORATIRES Ouddes (Opnddeg e-
AEYYOV, OUAOES TELQOUATIRMDY OORULEV RO OUYRERQUUEVOL YELOLONOT). Oa témel var AvBolv pamtind teofMjnata ™s vAomoinong
(eoyaomioLa, VITOOOUES, LETONOELS PLOXNUKDV TTOQOUETQMV, OYEILAOUSS TG TABOAOYOUVATOKNG LELETNS, OLrOVOIRY RAAD-
Ym 1O AOPOADS CUVEQYATES) YLOL VO PTAOCEL TO TEOTOXOMO 0TV vAortoinon. Ta mhotind TelQdpaTo amodewrviovion ouyvd og
oamolitog avayxaio. Ze ndfe mteQinTwon 0 0noTog OYEIAOUOS TMV TEO-RMVIRDY PeleTdV (in Vivo metpaudtwy) eivar 0 ®uQLo-
TEQOG TTORAYOVTOS ETLTUYIOC OYEGGV TOU GUVOAOU TNG EQEVVITIXYC TQOOTAOELAS.

A&Eeig evgeTnoinons: meLQUUATIXG TOMTOROAO, PLOTATOLXRY E0EVVL, OYEALAOUGS, TOO-RMVIRES SOULUES, TAOTIHG. TTELQGUOLTOL, OQ-
YAavmon
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H gpyaoia avni magovoidotxe oto 20 [avehnvio Zepvdoro Iewpapatixng Biotatourns "Egevvag,
Noooroueio KAT, 20-22 Noeufoiov 2008.

Yhomoinon welgopatizot TeoToxoAlov.

Hsgwoétsga oo to 70% twv Boafetwv Nobel Io-
L rownng row Puorohoyiog amé o 1900 uéyol onue-
00, XONOLWOTOMOoay Loixrd TEATUIA YLoL TV VAOTOIN-
o1 LOTOEAV eLpaudTmy. To yeyovog auto pog ovoL-
demvieL T OTOVOALOTITO RAL TV CVOLYROLGTITA TS
melpapoTnt|c frotarourng €pevvag. H viomoinor] g,
7OV £Vl VOGS REVTOIRAE OTGYOG, OEV TOOKELTOL VL E-
mtevyBel, av mowta dev eEgTdoovue TEOOEYTIHA T
Priuoto wov mEEmer vo axoAovBrijcovue UEYOL TV VAO-
moinon evog momtordirov. Ta friuata eival to ono-
MovBa (Papalois 2007, Rosenberg 1999):

1-16éa
2 - lTpwrotumio g TEATAONG

3 - Avatimmon g prpioyoapiog

4 - Sy edLaopog TowTorSAAOv (ouddeg eLEyyov, O-
uadeg donuiic vémv BeQUTELWV, CUYRELQLUEVOL YEL-
owouof ®.Am.)

5 - OQLoTLROTO(NON TOV TEWTORGAAOV ROl OTEAE-
Xwaon

6 - "Exdoom ddeloc melpapuatiopnon

7 - IhoTrd steLpduorta

8 - Yhomoinon

Eivouw paved 6t m don g vhomoinong, dnhadn
oVOLAOTIRA TG EVOQENG TV TELQAUATMV, E(VOL TO TE-
Aevtaio otddo Lo LLTEQM EMITOVNEC KoL AVOLAUTL-
%iig draduraoiog row GyL M ey ToV TELRAUNTOC, OTTMS
molhoi motevouvv. Kat’ agyrjv Ba moémel va eEetaotel
1 Y| VITeBeoN N 1 LOEN TG EQEVVNTIRNG TOOTALONG.
H d€a avty Ba mpémel va eivon momtdtumy Pipiio-
yoapurd 1 1 véBeon TS va, oTeILeTOL 08 TOAUSTEQ
OMUOCLEVUEVY YVHOON 0TG GAAL TELQANATA ROLL VOL Ol
TOTEAEL OVOLAOTIXRY] CUUPOAT] ROl TEQUUTEQW TEOMON-
o1 ™G vtdyovoag yvaone. H avalijtnon g mowrto-
TUITIOG TG TEATAONS QoPalas otnoiletal ot Pifio-
yvoapuxd dedonéva, alld ndBe dhhn exionun mnyy
TANEOPSENONG 1 EVRUEQWONS eivou By, avdloya
UE TO AVTLXEIUEVO TNG EQEVVC (TT.). LOTOOEAIOES €0
YOLOTNOlWV 1] TEQLOOLRAIV, ElONUES LOTOOEAIDES 0Q-
yaviouwv, 6nwg to Food and Drug Administration v
1 European Medicines Agency %.d.). Otwodjmote €i-

VoL oONUavTIKy oL 1 avolntnon aineopdpnong ot
TEORTLRA EYHVQMV CVVEDQIWV, YLoTl TOMES POQES 0O~
UETES EQYAOTES QYR AVAROLVEVOVTOL TTOLY dNUOOL-
evBovv. H opyavouévny modopoaon o fdoeig dedopé-
VOV %Ol 1] CUVEQYOLOLX UE ETLOTNUOVEG 1] OWAOES ETL-
OTNUSV@YV TTOV EYOUV ROWVA EQEVVITIRA EVALAPEQOVTOL
elva WLaiteQo onUaAvTIRY 0TV 0QYAVMOY EVOS VEOU
TEWTOROAAOV.

O 0yedL00UGS TOV TEWTORGAAOV OUTOTEAEL LLOL OT)-
uovTrSTaT Ao TS ToeEelag uéyoL Ty vAomoinow.
210 oyedooud Ba amoderyei To natd téoo Exovue
AATOVONOEL OL (D101 TO OTAYO UAGS, TO WS ETILHROV-
ue va, tov amodelEovue 1 va Tov ouyxrivouue ue d-
Lec onddeg, raBmg na ) ®oTAETLON Hog oty uebodo-
hoyia e €pevvag. Téhog o oyedaouds Tov TEWTo-
1OMOU — TELRANATOC ElVOL ®OL 1] EWAVA TTOV BaL «TTo-
oarhdfouv» yio TV LOEa Nag ®OL TO TELQAUA WOC OL
nOLTEC TS epYaoiog pog. Emouévag, n oagpnvela tmv
OTOY WV RO 1) ®OBoESTNTA TS OEYNS TEETEL VO dLal-
svéer 6hn pag ™ oxéym (Festing M F W 2006).

I v ogLotinomoinon Tov Tpwtoxdilov o wEé-
7EL VoL ANpBOUY VIT SYLV PEQLRES ARSI TTOQAUETOOL: 1)
XONUOTOSGTNON TG EQEVVOC, N RATAYQUPY] THE MOTag
OMDV TV OVOLYRMOV POLS, TTOLOL RO VITO TTOLES OUVONHES
WTOQOVY VO CUVEQYOOTOUV UOLT OLG ROl TTOLES EVOLA-
hontnég Mioelg £xovue ot emuéovg tntuato. Emi-
ong, otav Oa astowtn el o ®ATOLO PAOY TOV TELQALUL-
TR0V ORELOVGS TOV TELQAUNTOG 1] TNE UETONONG TTAQOL-
UETOWV VoL £XOVUE EQYOOTNOLOXY VITOOTHOLET, TTOLOL
B elvon oL ovvepydreg pog. Ahha emuépovg BEnata
70V Y O1COVV OLATEQNS TTROTOYT|C ROTA TV EXTEAEON
€VvOG in VIVO TTELQOLUOTIXROU TTOMWTOXOAAOV E(VOL 1) ETTL-
Loy1| Tov TewTorSALOY avouctnoiog, yloti uwoet, a-
vahoya pe T QUoT TO TELRARNTOS, VO ETNEEALEL T
amoteléopata. Enuavend O€ua givon oL doooloyieg
TOV VTG SOXLU] LOQTMY — PAEUAR®Y 1] TV TAQAYO-
vimv. Me TL ®QLtijoLa emAEYOUE TIg OOOELS, UE TL TIC
ovyrpivovue o oo dhho Biloyoagpurnd dedougva
oUVNYoQOUY 0" atd. AMAN faoint] TaQAUETEOS EIVOL
oL xewpovpywot xerpopot. l'o mopdderypa, av oman-
TE(To ATORAELOUOS TS QONG EVOS UEYAAOU ROLAMOHOU
ayyeiov, Oa meémel va eEETAOOVUE TS UITOQEL VL YiVEL
0 XELQLOUOS XWOIG OTWAELD VYDV 1] dtorTaooyy TS YE-
virng rordotaong tov Loov. Exiong, ol xewpiopol Ba
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Figure 1. The number of pre-clinical trials in the U.S.A., between 1995-2004 (source: Food and Drug Administration).

Ewova 1. O aipdg tov mpo-vhvirdv metpapatirdv doxipdy otig HILA., and to 1995 émwg 10 2004 (mtnyn: Anepwmavindg Opyave-

opdg Toopipmy xoar Pagudrmy).

TEETEL VAL £YOVV OELQA RO VO EXTEAOUVTOLL TTAVTOL UE
oG TO RO TOV (D10 axEUPpE TE6To. OlorAnEwVOo-
VTG TOV #U%AO EQYACTOC UEYOL TV 0QLOTLROTTO(NOY
TOV TEMTOXGAOV, Ba TEémer vor AngBel var’ Sy o ma-
QAyovTag ®O0TOC TELQANATOS, XOBWS RAL TNG TOLOOV-
olog, Tv nuépa row Ty dea ov extbupovue, Tov ®o-
TdAnhov avBpdmivou duvoauroy. Apa., Eva melpouo
oV %ot avdyxn Ba OLoErEoEL ueYAALO XOVIRS OLd-
OTNUOL, TEETEL VAL AAEL VT SYLY TOU AWTES TIC TAQA-
UETEOVG: TG00 VIToAOYILeTO GTL Bt SLatprEoEL na ue
TL TEOVTOAOYIESUEVO ROOTOG.

Me dhha ASyLa, 1) ®EVTOLRY TEOOTABELX TOLY TV
VAOTTOMON TOV TELRAUATOS EIVAL, UE OVAAUTIRY] ROLL
oteaTNywt] oxEYT, vo rahvgBolv kot va mooPie-
OOV GAeC OL AVAYRES TOV TTELQAUATOC. AUTH 1) OTQO-
YWY orEYn awodervieton TOMES QoES LaiteQ
onuavtry. Elvaw yeyovdg 6t vdoyer ueydro evoua-
PEQOV 1oL TOMES 1OEeg Yo Egevva, TO00 amtd VEOUS O-
00 %0l OITO DOLUOVS LATEOVES KoL AANOUG ETLOTNUOVEG,
OoAAG 1) TROETOLUALOTAL TNG VAOTOIMONE, ATtd uévn ™G,
omotelel donnom mvetparog xo BEAong. Autdg eivor
€vag eTAEOV AGYOG, Y10 TOV OTTO(0 O€ TOAAES YDOES
™ vt Evpmng, adhd wupime o€ voooroueio tmv
H.IT.A, ) amaoydAnon Tov eLOREVOUEVDV LATOWDV OE
TELQAUTIRA TOWTOROAA ATOTENET UEQOC TOV ETTION-
UOU TOOYQAUUOTOS EXTAIOEVONS TOVS ROl UAALOTO OF

NATTOLES TTEQLITTWOELS OHOOL HOW XWOLS CUUUETOYN OTO
TEOYQOLUUCL EPIUEQLIIV, TTQORELUE VOV VOL ALPLEQDOOUV
70 U€yLoto Twv duvduev toug. H oglotikomoinon tov
ToWTOoRGMOV elvan exeivy N pdon Tov BewenTird €-
youue AMioet v xaboioer Gha ta, mUEQOVS Priporta
20U OLES TIC ETMUEQOVE TALQOUUETQOVS TOV TTELQAUATOC.
SUVTOVIOUGS ROl OTEATIYLRY E(vou 1) Ty uorTLxn Pd-
on ®dBe cofaov mepduarog (National Institutes of
Health 1995, Rhein 1996, Thompson 2000).

H Ewdva 1 poag meouypdgpel tooeg To-rAvinég
TELQAUOTIXES DONLUES VEWV POQIWV — Paoudrmv, PLo-
VARV RO LOTOLHAY UNYOVNUATWYV, EXTEAECTROY OTLS
H.ILA. pueta&v 1995 nou 2004. Eemepvotv notd uéco
600 g 3.000 dorués etnoiwg. Kabe mo o’ autég me-
othapufBdver ToMES emuéQovg dorIUES, AT TOAAG
emuépovg melpduoara. Ou dhheg oTiiAeg TOV LOTOYQA -
UOTOG TTOLQOVOLATOUV TIG PACELS TV RAVIXGV dORLUEV
(L IT nou IIT) Sowv pehetdv mjoay Ty ®ot’ aQyiv €-
YROLON VO TROYWwEYo0LY o€ doxruur| og avBpwmovg. Ei-
VL TEOPAVEC TO TOOEC VEeC Depaumeieg ®dmuray ot
PAON TOV TEO-RAVIXGV TELQOUNTIRMY JORLUDV YLt
drapopeTinég artieg (aopdlela, TOEATNTA, OVOITO-
teheopoTiroTTa ®.Amx.). Mio pévo wWéa otg exatd
TEOYWEA ®o 0pod. O€ PLotMns 1 LOTELHO UNYAVUOL.
Emiong, uévo éva ota 0€xna yrhddeg udora Ba yiver
PAQUOHO.
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H vlomoinon tov mpwtordiiov, dtav €xeL yiver o
0WOTAS OYEAAOUSS ATtd TV LOEaL UEYOL TOL 0EYIHA OTA-
OLaL TOV TTELRAUOTOS, OTTOTENET Lol «Opah}» dradina-
oloL Pe oL SPUmg EOUTGOEDT), T OXOALOTIRGTNTA:

1 - Tn oyolaotrdTTo OTNY EXTELEO
2 - Ty oyohaoTirdTnTo 0TV CUALOYN deLypdTwy
3 - Ty oxohaoTndTTO OTHV EMEEEQYALOTN TOUG

To melpduoto £xovv %ol TEOCWIURS SPeNOS, OE
emimedo exmaidevong rouw moudeiag. Tekevtaio otddLo
OV TV VAOTO (N oM TOV TEWTOXRGALOU elval 1) €xd00M
ddelag meLpapatiopoy ovupdveg ue to Ilpoedoird
Avdrayna 160/1991 el «Ilpootaoiog tmv Lhmv mov

YONOLUOTOLOVVTOL YLOL TTELQOUATLROVS 1] AALOVS ETTL-
OTNUOVIROUG OROTTOVS» 08 Oupuoeewon ue v Evow-
maixy vouoeota (Avadvuuog 1991). To epyaotiolo
07O 0TOl0 exTEAE(TAL O TTELQAUATIONGS Ot TEETEL VL
elva emionuo ®atd To VRO Rl UVOYVMOLOUEVO YLaL
™V ecwteQLry doun Tov xan opydvmon (ISO 1) Efvi-
%0 Voo Alartiotevong 1 avoryvaoLom ot dieBvels
EMLOTNUOVIXOUS oQEls eldrovg yia Lda eQyaotol-
ov, 6mmg m.y. International Council for Laboratory
Animal Science %.d..). Téhog, ogLonéva mAoTIHA TEL-
oduato TOAMES POEES AmodeLvVOOVTAL ONUOAVTLRA 1)
AOL «OOTHOLO» OTY OWOTH SLAUGQPMOT TV TEWTO-
HOMMDV %L OTHY TOQUYT AoBGV.
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