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Annual concentrations of thyroxin and progesterone
in Karagouniko and Chios ewes

Kantas D., BSc Agron, PhD, Valasi E., DVM, PhD, Tsiligianni T., DVM, PhD, Ntovolou E., DVM,
Rigas G., DVM, PhD

® TEI Larissa, Dep. Animal Production ® Veterinary Faculty U.Th. ® NAGREF Thessaloniki

Et1jo10 010%0pavon Tov ouyrevIigOoemv OveoEivig ®aL TEOYETTEQOVIS
o€ mpofatives Tov purAov Kagayzovvirng va Xiov

A. Kavtdg, BSc Agron, PhD, Enixovpog Kadnyntic TEI Adowoag, E. Bahdon, DVM, PhD,
0. Touyuavvny, DVM, PhD, Epsvvijtoia EOIATE, E. Ntopolov, DVM, Yroyrjgia Addrtopag,
I'. Piiyag, DVM, PhD, Kabnynuic TEI Adoioag

® TEI Adotoag, Turjua Zaowijs Haoaywyijs ® Tunua Kiyviatoxis 110 ® EQIATE Osooalovixns

ABSTRACT. The circannual secretion of progesterone and thyroxin of two indigenous sheep breeds (Chios and Karagouniko,
each n=10) with different reproductive pattern was investigated. Blood samples were collected weekly and the serum hormone’s
concentration was assayed by RIA. Between breeds, no difference was detected in the mean annual thyroxin concentration.
Similarly, no differences were detected within breeds in the mean thyroxin concentrations for the periods of increasing and
decreasing daylight. Clear thyroxin peaks were detected in both breeds a month or so prior to the transition to anestrus period;
these peaks were higher in the Karagouniko breed. Breeding season duration was clearly shorter in Karagouniko in comparison
with that of Chios; in the later breed many animals had substantially short anestrus. These results give strong indications that
thyroid activity has a catalytic role in the regulation of the reproductive period in ewes.

Key words: thyroxine, progesterone, ewe, breeding season

IMEPIAHWH. Z¢ npofatives (n=20) dvo eyymdoLwv puAdv tpopdtwv (Xiov nor Kagayrotvirng), Tov dLopooroloivial mg
TTQOG TNV ETOYLKI] AVOTTOQOLY WY LRY OQOOTNOLOTNTA, LEAETHONHRAY OL ETHOLES OLOXVUAVOELS TV CUYREVTQDOEWY TG TQOYEOTEQOVNG
%o BuEOEIvNg, 80 0QUOVAY TOV ETNEEACOVY TV avaraaywyn 0To eid0og avtd. O TEOOILOQLONAS TS CUYREVTOMONG TWV
opuovav €ywve og delynara mov culhéyovtoy ot efdopadiaia diaotipara ue padioavoooroyiri u€odo. H puéon emijowa
oVYrEVTRWON ™S BuOEivng Oev diEpepe neTaly Twv dvo Quiav. Kot yuo dU0 tig QuAES, nou ®otd Tig TeQLddovg avuEovouevng 1
UELOUREVNS OLAQHELUS TS NUEQOS, OL OUYHEVTOMOELS TNS BUEoEivNg emtiong dev dEpepay. ALorQLTES VENTELS OTH CUYREVTQMON
™G BVEOEIVNGS TapatEBNHaY TERimov €va uijval oLy ™) uetdfaon oty dvoloten mteeiodo xoL frav peyahiteQov eHEoUg OTa
Lot Kopoyrotvixng guiric. H Sudoxrera g olotoirng meotddou ftay oapas wxedteon oty Koapayxotvixn Quir og oyéon ue
autijv g Xiov: omy tehevtaio onuavtiro mocootd Lowv giye Wiaitepo otvroung dudoxrelag dvoloton rtepiodo. Ta amoteAéoporo
autd TaEEouy LoXVEES evOelEels Yo to Gt N Bupgoeltdinn dpaotnoldTTa Tailel ®atadvtind oGho oty QUOULON TS ava-
TOQAYWYLRNG TEQLOOOV OTO TEAPATO.
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EIXAI'QTH
(’)L moopativeg elval emoyrnd ToA-0L0ToLRA Lda
/' non ot 1) €oyIrY] dQaoTNOLETITA TV WoBNRWY
ovBuitetan ev uépel ot Tig peTaPoréc oty evounody-
oio Tov vroBakduov oty apvyTiky Takivdgoun ovo-
won g ootpadLding (Lehman et al., 1997; Kaynard
and Karsch, 1988). H didoxreia tg olotouxng meoLo-
dov Twv dtapdomv PuAGV TEoPdtwy eugpaviCel due-
o1 OY£0M UE TOV TOTO RATAYWYNS, UE TO YEMYQUPLRS
Adrog, Tig ouvBnreg drayelpLong, xupimg g datpo-
PN, no T xhpatohoynég ovvOireg (Forcada and
Abecia, 2006; Forcada, et al., 2002). H etjola woBnmt-
%1 dpaoTNELOTTA OLOPOQOTOLEITAL, ETTIONGS, EVTOVva
UETOED SLOPOQETIHMV PUAWV TEOPATWV.

H owotownn meptodog ouvdéetan dueoa ue T Qm-
tomeiodo (tn oyx€on didorelag nuépag — viytag), ue
OTOTEAEOUAL OTIS TTEQLOOGTEQECS POQELES PUAES 1) EVOL-
ot teplodog va epgpaviCetan To gphvémmeo.

H petdfoaon omy dvowoton mepiodo gaivetol va
ovBuitetor oe neydho Padbud amd tig Sroarvpudvoerg
OTLG OUYREVTOMOELS TWV OQUOVAV TOV BueoeLldovs a-
d€évog (Thrun et al., 1996; Dahl et al., 1995; Webster et
al., 1991). AvEnon g ovyrévromong g BueoEivng
(T4) o ovyrerouévn xoovixy oty (ovviBwg TEog
T0 TEAOG TG OLOTOLRNG TTEELEdOV) onuatodotel ) da-
duraoia €L06d0v Twv mEOPATiVOV OTH METAPATIXT
7EOg TV dvoloton epiodo (Viguie et al., 1999; Thrun
etal., 1997).

ZvoyETion uetaEy pmtomeLodov, Buoeoetdinmv
OQUOVAYV %L OVOTTAQAYWMYIRNG O000TNOLETNTOC £)EL
dramotwBel amd molhovg epevvntég (Adams et al.,
2006; Kaynard and Karsch, 1988; Billings et al., 2002).

H avamapoaywrywr] mepiodog €xet nehetnoel otig
@uAég Xiov, Kvung, Zepoov, Kapayrovviung rou
Hrelpov (Boovidxov 1983; Muyomhidng, 1986; Meve-
ydtog xan ovv, 1995), eved ta enjola enimeda BuooEi-
wng €xovv uehetnBel omv Kagayrotvixnn xa Hrelpou
(Meveydrog row ovv, 1994) nouw oty Lacaune mov e-
rtp€peton oty EAdda (Meveydrog row ovv, 2003).

ZTOY0S TS TAQOVONS EQEVVAS 1TV VoL dLEQEVVY-
Bel ovyrprtind N eTijola xxpLon BuEoEivng wou ) et
ol avamoaywywy dpaotnoldtnra Twv euidy Ka-
ayrouvirng rou Xiov, o gpuAav IOV TaQovoLdlovy
OLAPOQETIRA OVOATTAQAYWYLRA TOGTUTOL 1] TTOWTY| UE
oan rot xafooLouévny evallayn évolotong — dvot-
OTENS TEQLGOOV 1oL 1] OeUTEQN UE LOLOUTEQWS ALOUYPT|
®no SuodidxpLta L.

YAIKA KAI MEOGOAOI

Xonowomowmnxrav 20 mooPatives (10 and xabe
QUM)) OV eXTEEPoVTAY 0 novadeg g Oeocoahiog
(g Kapayxrotviung guirig dafrovoay og yemyoopt-
%6 ufrog 39°21'B naw mhdtog 21°54° A %o g uiig
Xiov oe yewypagnd unrog 39°17'B »au mhdrog
22°23'A). Ze 6An ™) OLdQ®ELD TOV TELQAUATLOUOV T
Loda fito eVOTOAMOoUEVQ, Adupovoay Lo6pQEOomTo OLTH-
€010 oL Oev oyevTNRAY OUTE EBAY OE EmapY] UE QL
ovg. Aelypata aiporog ovAAéyovtay og gfdonadiaia
draotiuota amxd ™ opayitida eréPa, o 00dg draym-
QLESTAY e QUYOREVTONOT ROL OTY OUVEYELO CUVTNQEL-
10 0tovg -20° C péyoL v NUEQa TEOOALOQLOUOU TWV
oouovav. Ot CUYREVIQMOELS TMV OQUOVHV TQOCdLO-
olomrav ue padroavoooroyuxy uéBodo (RIA). INa
tov Tpoodrogoud g T4 xonowwomonifnre To gumo-
owd kit (Amerlex-M T4, Amersham, UK). H evou-
oOnota g pedodov rjtav 2,6 ng/ml. O cvvreleotiig
mogolaxtirdTTag 1jtav 2,6% evidg nal 3,6% ueto-
E¥ toov mpoadioploudv. T'a Tov mpoadLoolond g
TEOYEOTEQAVNC XONOLLOTOLBN*®E, ETiONG, EUTOQLRO
kit (COAT-A-COUNT, DPC, USA) ue gvarobnoia
0,02 mg/ml nouw ovvrereoty maparlaxtindtnrog 4,0%
evTog rou 5,7% Petal Tmv TQOOOLOQLOUMY.

H eneEepyaoio tov dedouévmv €yive ne T xonon
Tov oTOTLoTIROYU TROoYeduuatog SPSS 15.0. Ta dedo-
uéva vrofMibnroav oe avdivon tg darduavong
(ANOVA), eva) Yot dlamiotmaon dLagpoomv PeTaEl
TV VITOOVVOAMV EPAQUGOTIXE TO HOLTHOLO t.

AIIOTEAEXMATA

H pgon emjora ovyxévrtomon tng Bupo&ivng otig
nmooPativeg g Kagayrovvinng guirc ftayv 61,76 +
6,47 ng/ml (u.0. * 1.0.) na ™ QuAig Xiov 56,54 +
5,52 ng/ml. H péon ovyxévromon g BupoEivng dua-
pogomoujOnxre oL otig dVo QUAES Yo T S0 YEOoVL-
%EC TEQLBOOVE IOV OYETICOVTAL UE TV AiENOM oL PET-
won ¢ dudoretag ™me nuéag. Katd t yoovixn me-
o000 artd v 231 AexnepPoiov uéyor v 22a Tovviov
(meplodog avENONG ¢ dtdoreLag TS NUEQAS) OL -
0eg TWES Bupokivng ftav 65,81 = 6,43 ng/ml »o
59,53+ 5,07 ng/ml yia tnv Kapayrnotvirn nou Xiov a-
vitotouya. Katd to véhouro tov €tovg (23n Iovviov
uéyot 21n Aexeppoiov), otav n dudorela TS NUEQAS
UELDVETAL, OL UEOES TUES TS BuoEivng vitav 57,72 =
3,15 ng/ml nou 53,55 * 4,23 ng/ml yio tv Koporyrov-
virn ®o g Xiov, avtiotouya. o ndBe Quij oL uéoeg
TLUES TV 2 OLAPOQETIRMY XOOVIRWDV TEQLOOMV dLEpe-
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Figure 1. Mean T, concentration for Karagouniko ewes.
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Figure 2. Mcan T, concentration for Chios ewes.

oav onuavted (p<0,05) netaky tovg, evad ovupwva
ULE TNV EQOAOUOYY] TOV t ®OLTNEIOV dLEPEQOY ROW OF O)E-
on ue ™) né€omn etjora rpu g puig (p<0,05). Zta
duaryodupara 1 o 2 gaivoviol oL uEoeg unviaieg ti-
uéc Ty yra v Kapayrotvirn guii xaw ) guiny Xiov,
AVTLOTOLYOL.

A6 ™V avdAuon TV CUYREVTIQWOEMY THS TOOYE-
OTEQAVNG VITOAOYIOTNRE GTL 1) OLAQXELC TG CLVOITOLQO -
yyuig TeQodov Yo tig mpopariveg Kagayroivinng
QMg ritav 193,9 * 0,33 nuépeg (u.o. £ 1.0.) pe évag-
En otig 8 Avyovotov (+ 2,4 nuépeg —T. 0.) »ow MEY

Awayoappa 2. Toogpuxy] Tapdotaon HEONS UNVLAINS CUYREVTOWONG
T, yuoetn ouhj Xiov.

ot 21 PePoovapiov (£ 5,0 nuégeg —T. 0.), e u€om
andnion 57,6 nuépec. To 60% twv mpofativmv -
pavioe v TEdT) wobvhaxiogengia oto mpwTo de-
RAUEQO TOU AVYOVOTOV %aiL To vrdAowro 40% oto
devtepo. H televtaio mobulantoponEio onueidnxe
otig 20 Magtiov. O péoog 0oBudg Twv moBnrinay xv-
®hwv avd mpofativa Poédnre va eivar 10,20 + 0,33
(n.o0. £ 1.0.).

Emtd (7) Toda g puhiic Xiov eugpdviooy tOLonteé-
owg Poayeiog dudorelag dvoloton mepiodo (mepimov
1 wjvar), oe 2 Tava ) dvoroton mepiodog dijoreoe me-
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Figure 3. Mcan monthly concentration of progesterone for both
breeds.

ol tig S0 Muépeg, evad oe pio woofativa N xurAnr| doa-
otELOTNTO TS WoBNxNg Oev dramdmnrne 1o’ GAny )
dudpxreta Tov €tove. H dudoxrera g avamooarywymig
TEQLEAOV VITOLOYIOTN1E YLOL TLS TEOPATIVES TS PUANS
Xiov og 331,10 £ 5,05 nuépeg, ue €vaptn otg 13 Tov-
viou (% 18,2 nuépeg ) o MEN otig 13 Maiov (15,0
nuéoec ). H uéon andrhon avnibe otic 47,4 nuéoec.

Kau otig 000 gulég mpofdrwv n vymidteon uéon
unVvLaLias CUYREVTOMON TEOYEOTEQAVNS avd TRoativa
mopatnendnxre tov lavovdoro. o tig mpoPartiveg g
Kapayrnotvirng gpuic n uéon ouyrévipwon ftov 2,42
* 0,16 ng/ml »ou yio mg uhiig Xiov 2,68 + 0,16 ng/ml.
AvToTol{mS, OL YAUNAGTEQES TIUES RATOYQAPHAY TOV
Tovvio »ou tov Tovho, pe néoeg Tueés yo tig mpoParti-
veg g Kapayrotvirng guing 0,34 = 0,04 ng/ml
0,39+0,04 ng/ml »ou yua g @uiic Xiov 0,86+0,10
ng/ml 1,43+0,13 ng/ml yia Tov Iovvio xan tov IovMo,
avtiotoya.

To €100 TEATUITO TMWV CUYHREVIQMOEMY TG TQO-
YEOTEQOVNG TV LWV TTOU CUUUETE(YOV OTH) UEAETY TToL-
povatdleton yoopwd oto dudyoouua 3, evad oto diud-
yoauua 4 maovoldletor atopund yio wdbe mpofarti-
vou 1) €THOLL UETAPOAY.

YYZHTHXH

To amoteréopota g ToQovoas EQyaoiug ®at
agyny emPePaimony TEOoNYOUUEVES TAQUTNONOELS O-
TL OTOL TEOPATOL TV VNOLOTIRMOV YUADY TS Meooyei-
ov 1) dvoLoten meEtodog eival mepLogLouév. Moho-

Avdrypappa 3. MEom pnviaio ouyrEVIQmon TQOYECTEQGVIS YL TLG
puAéc Kapayrotviun xan Xiov.

V4L T TESPTO TS PUATIS Xiov €xer ureng didorelag
avoiotpn mepiodo (Boyazoglou, 1991), oty meplmto-
01] WO TO TTOCOOTO TV LHWV Pe TEAxRTIHA orovod d-
voloton meptodo rrav wWiaitepa vpnié (30%), yeyo-
vé¢ mov Ba propovoe va amodobel otig cuvinreg ota-
BAopot nou dratpogric. H mapahhontindtnto ov ma-
Q0VOLAOTNRE PETAED TV LV TS OAdag TS PuANg
Xiov eival mBavaig evOeLTIXT] TN LAPOQETINNG EX-
POUONG XOQUXTNOLOTIRAY UETAED aToumy g (dLag
PUMS. AuTto onuaivel 6t QUAY emdEeToL UEYAAN
Beltimon 6oov agod ot SLAEXELD. TS OLOTQLRYG TTE-
o6dov. Emmhéov, empPePardbnre to ét to Kapa-
YROUVIXO TEOPATO - HOAOVATL UECOYELARNG ROTAY M-
c- €xeL ovotnEd aBoQLOREVY PETATTMOT OTtd €VOL-
oTEN 0€ AvoLoTEY mEQi0do.

O Bupeoeldng adévag enpdvioe emoyiry dQ0oTH-
owomrta. EWwdtepa, n ovyrévromon g BupoEivng
omv Kapayxovvirn @uiij ( omoia tapovotdlet Tumt-
%1] evahdoyn] €voloTong xot dvolotong Teptddov) rav
vynAdteon (p<0.05) yuo to didotua zatd to omoio 1
dudprera g nuépag avEdvetor (amd 23 Aexreppotov
€wg 22 Tovviov) oe ox€on pe To drdotnua ®otd To o-
moto 1 dudorera TNg nuéag uewdvetan (amd 23 Iovviov
€wg 22 Aenepfolov). Engaveic eEdooeis mapatnon-
Onrav ot ovyrEvtomon g BupoEivng éva mepimou
urva v T petdfoon oty dvoloton mepiodo. H ma-
QOTHENOT CWTH TOWTICETAL UE TOL EVENUATOL 0Tt POQEL-
ec puAéc mpoPdrtwv (Billings et al.,2002; Viguie et al
1999; Thrun et al., 1997; Thrun et al., 1996). O evdo-
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Figure 4. Individual concentrations of progesterone for Karagouniko breed (left side) and Chios breed (right side).

Avdygappa 4. ATOUKES CUYREVTQMOELS TG TOOYEOTEQGVNG TV TTRORATVAV TV PUAKV Kapayrotviung (aptoted) xou Xiov (deELd).

2OWIRES N/rau petafolnég 0dot, UEom TV omoimy 1
BuEoEivn emdd OTNY AVATAQAY WYX EXPQOOT OTO
mpdParta, dev Exouv TAMEWS dLeurEVIOTEL. YAy oy,
wOoT000, evdeiEels 6t n Ty oo nevTord avaoTEMLO-
VTOLS 1] LELWDVOVTOS OQAUOTIXA TV VEVQOEVOORQLVIXY] €-

TUROLVIVIOL %O TQOTTOTOLDVTAS TV EVoLoBnoio oty
aVNTLY| TAAVOQO U QUBULON T®V OLOTEOYGV®Y OTOV
vroBalapo (Billings et al, 2002; Viguie et al., 1999;
Thrun et al., 1996; Webster etal., 1991).

H duantpavon g ovyrévromong g Buo&ivng
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ot Uiy Xiov, LohovaTt arohotBnoe To TEOoNYoUUeEVO
TEASTUTO, NTAV RQOTEONS EVTAONS KoL OLAOKELNS OE
oyx€on pe v Kagoaryrovvixy. To evpnuoa owtd Ba woé-
meL va aEohoynel ot fdon g dLapoQeTIRS ATo-
OTIUATNTOG KAl ETOYIRSTNTAS 0TIV AVATAQUYWYLXT]
€xoaon Tmv dvo guiav. ITlavoroyeitan, Aomdy, ot
1 WrEov e¥povg avEnom ot ovyrévrpmon g Ty mov
ROTOYQAPN®E 0T XLWTLHO ECVOLL QLTiCL LLOG TTEQLOQL-
OUEVNG YOOVIRA OENONS TG EVIOVNE CLOVITLRNIG TTaL-
Mvdpoung 6pdomng Twv oLoTEOYSVM™Y aToV VIToBdAauo,
oV TEMNA 00N YEL OTNV AvoloTon eQiodo.

To amoteléopatd ™ VTOdEUVIOUY EVOMAAKTL-
%OUG TOOTOVC OQUOVIRMV TALOEUPATEMV YLOL TV OVOL-
oAy WYL dLoyElOLoN TV TEOPRATWY. ZuyRERQLUE-

VAL, 1] ROTAOTOM] TG EEAQONE TN CUYREVIQWONG TG
T4 mBavov va odnynoet 0g TOQATAON TN OLOTOLRY|S
TEQLOOOV, YEYOVAGS TTOL glvai pev emBuunto, xoritet Oe
nepatépw diepetivnong. EmmAgov, amd to amotehe-
ouoToL PAIVETaL OTL 1) YeVETIY Peltinon tav Xubtirwy
moofativiyv, G00V apod oty Uelmon TE dvoLoTeNg
TEQLGOOV, EIVOLL ETLTARTINY].

Evyooworieg

To €pyo vwootnpiyOnre owmovourd amd To med-
yoaupo «EITEAEK — Agyuundng II», mov yonuatodo-
©Onre and v Evooraixy "Evoon (75%) wou 1o
EMmvind Ymovpyeto Taudeiag now @pnoxevudrwy
(25%).
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