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Pituitary adenoma in aged rats. A case report.

Katsimpoulas M., DVM, Foteinou M., MD, Paronis E., LAT, Alexakos P., LAT,
Kostomitsopoulos N., DVM, PhD

Center for Experimental Surgery, Biomedical Research Foundation of the Academy of Athens.
Pathology Department, "Sotiria" Hospital for Thoracic Disease of Athens.

IlepinTmon 0dEVONATOS TGS VITOPUONG T NAMRLOUEVOVS ETTINVG

M. Karowpmovhag, Metartuyiaxde gortntic, DVM, M. ®otetvov, MD, E. Ilagdvng, LAT, Teyvoldyog
Zowic tapaymyne, IL. AheEdrog, LAT, Teyxvoldyog Zmwmiig maQoywync,
N. Kootopunroomovrog, DVM, PhD, EWduxic Astrtovpyixdc Emonijuovag A

Kévroo Hetpauatixis Xeipovoyxrs, 10pvua latgofiodoyixav Egevvav Axadnuios AOnpvav.
Haboloyoavarourxd Egyaotijoio, I'evizd Noooxoueio Noonudrwv Odoaxos «Xotnoios.

ABSTRACT. The prevalence of neoplastic disease in the rat is well defined, because this species has been routinely used for
decades in large-scale carcinogenic, aging and toxicological studies. Stock and strain-specific differences in the prevalence of some
types of tumors are well documented. Pituitary adenoma is a neoplastic lesion which can be observed in older or aged rats of both
sexes. In addition to sex, strain, diet, genetic factor, breeding history and accommodation may also play a role. Pituitary adenoma
can also affect hamster, guinea pig and mice. The aim of this article is to report an incidence of pituitary adenomas, which was
observed in a rat breeding colony of the Center for Experimental Surgery of the Biomedical Research Foundation of the Academy
of Athens. During the clinical examination five female Wistar rats, at the age of 18 to 24 months old, expressed anorexia, weight loss,
ataxia and bilateral blindness. At necropsy, the pituitary gland was enlarged with lobulations, often dark red to brown and
hemorrhagic in appearance. In some cases there was a marked compression of the overlying mesencephalon. Histological
examination with haematoxylin-eosin were observed cords and nests of glandular cells bound by strands of connective tissue, with
an abundant capillary network. On immunohistochemical examination were observed strong positive reaction of synaptophysin.
Findings were similar to pituitary adenoma. Pituitary adenoma is a serious non-reversible disease leading to the death of the animal.
Laboratory animals with pituitary adenomas can be used as models in research of human pituitary adenoma.

Key words: aged rats, pituitary, adenoma

IHEPIAHWH. H gpgdvion adevouatog ™e vrdQuong ototeAEr VOOOAOYIXY] OVIOTHTO TOU WTOQEL VO EUPOVIOTET 08 NMKLOWE-
VOUG 1} VteQMxeS emipvg adLamitmg pihov. H cuyvatto epgpdvions Tov adevaIoTog tomibel oavdioya ue to ulo, T QuAt, oh-
A xou g ouvoireg otéyaons twv Lonv. Extdg omé toug emipuug eivan Suvotd vo ngpaviotel »on og GAAOL €01 TowxrTrdY, 6T OTov
ROUNTS, OTO LVOLXGS XOLQIOLO RO OTO U, ZROTTGS TOU OUYREXQUUEVOL GO0V EIVOL 1) TTOQOVGTOLOT TEQLOTOTIXOU UOEVOUATOS THG V-
TEPUONE 08 OUAdA VITEQNMAWOV ETIUVWY, TTOV TTapotnENOnre ot Movddo Zmwdv Ipotimwv tov Kévrpou IMewpapatinig Xet-
poveyrng Tov Idpvnarog Iatpoproroymdy Epeuvay g Aradnuiog ABnvadv. Katd mv meproduxn xhwvini tapotnonomn twv Lid-
WV TG EXTEOPNS dtarlotddnue T méve OnAvxol emipveg, nhxiag 18-24 umvayv, mapovoialav xayeEia dtagpdoov fabuov, dua-
TAQUYES ™S HIVITIHGTNTOS %Ol ORPOTEQOTAEVEY THPAwON. Kotd ™ verpotomnti eE€taom tmv Cowv Pogtnre Gt N vaoguon 1-
TV SLOYROUEVY, EVTova. QUOQT|, E ALUOQQAYIRES RATA TATTOVS EOTIES, EVTOTIOUEVT RATW 0TS TO OTEAEYOS TOU EYXEPALOV RO
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TNV TOQEYREPAAIDT TTOV CUVUTIQYE IE ATOOPIOL TOV AVTIOTOLYOU TWILATOS TOU EYREPAAOV RO CUUTIEDN TWV OTTLRWYV VEVQWV.
Katd mv 1otoloyinn eEETa0on TV HOQQOIATOS, TOU TQOYUATOTOON1E PETA artd XOWOoN ke AUATOEVAIVI-N WOV, SLammlotdon-
%€ GTL TOORELTOL Y10 VEOTAAONOTIXY EEEQYTTTL, T RUTTAQO TS OTTOLAS TOV WXEOU, G €TTC TO TTAE{OTOV, PeYEBOUG e VITOOTEGY-
YUAOUG TTUONVES, Q0 SIXTVO YQMUOTIVIG %ot NOOWVOPLAO ruTTtadmAdona. Ta veomhaouatind xitrapa elyay avaxtuydel og do-
%(0eg 1] 00QOIELS ®OW EGYOLV TEQLALYYELOKY EVIOTLON. Z€ TEQAUTEQW AVOTOLOTOYNIKO EAeYY0 dramiotdinre Evrovn didyut Benni
avTidEaom OTH oVVOTTOQUATIVY. To VEHIOTO CUTE CUVITYOQOTUY UTtEQ TS UmtapEng adevaduatog g vtdgpuong. H avdmtuEn ade-
VOUATOS TS VITOPUONS OTO WX QA TOWRTIXA TTOU dtortneovvral mg LHo ouvTQOQLAS aroTeAET un avaotoéyuy oofai) Taboroyt-
%1} vordotaon. Avtifeta, Loa mov yonoomolotvon og Lho EQYAoTNEIOU %ot EUPOVICOVY AdEVmUa TS VITOQUONS UTOQET VoL Og-
®ENHOVV TOAITLAL TTOATUTTOL YLOL T UEAETN TS VOOOU OTOV dvOOM™TTO.

A&Eerg evgerneiaons: VITEQMARES EMIUVES, ADEVOUL, VTTGPUOY

EIXAI'QT'H

To adévoua e vTéQuUoNg arotehel voooloyixn o-
_ VISTITOL TOU EUQPAVITETOL OE NAMHRLOUEVOUS 1) VTTE-
onlxeg emtpueg adianpitwg gpiiov. H ovyvétmra g
EUPAVIONS TOV AdEVOUOTOC TOiAAEL avahoyo ne to
@UAO, TN PUAT], TN dLaTEOPN, TIE CUVBTRES OTEYAONG
TV CoOwV, aAhd not pe dLdpoQoug YEVETIHOUS TaOd-
yovteg. To adévwpo tg vTéQuoNg EUPaVICETOL ROl OE
Ao (0N TOWHRTLRDY, GTTMS O PUE, O ROIUNTOS RO TO
wdrd yorpidro.

TapovoldleTon TEQLOTATIRG AOEVHOUNTOS TNE V-
TAPUONE TOV TOEATNEON®E 0 opudda NArLOUEVOV
emipvwv ™ puirc Wistar, ot Movdda Zwwrav [Tpo-
Tonmv 1ov Kévrpov Iepapamninic Xelpovyuig tov
Idpvuaroc Iatpofroroyrdv Epevvav g Axadnuiog
AOnvov.

IHEPITPA®H INEPIETATIKOY

Katd v meprodun] xMviny mapatjonon twv Lob-
WV TS EXTEOPS OLATLOTWONRE OTL TEVTE Ot TOUS OU-
vohxd 25 Onlurovg emipvg HsdOla:WI (Harlan,
Italy), mov eiyav amwoovEOel and Ty avoraaywy
AOY® VITOYOVIUOTNTOG, ElYOY HECO OMUATIXRG PAQOS
221,08 = 32 yoouudoro, nhxio peto&d 17 xow 19 pn-
vav ro Tapovoialav otadiant avogeEio mov cuvo-
devotav and mpoodevtiny amwiera fdoovg. Ta Toa
oteydlovrav otig eyrataotdoels e Movddag Zot-
v [potimwy Tov Kévrpou etpanating Xelpovp-
yurng tov Idpupatog Iatpofroroyindv Egevvav tng
Anodnuiog ABnvav, og atopuxrd aeolopevous ®hm-
povg H-Temp™ timov IIL (800 cm’, Tecniplast, Milan,
Italy), dvo Cada o€ ®ABe ®hwPo, ue 70 evarhoyéc aéoa
™V e ®ou Vo Betiny mieon. H otéyaon tmv Ldwv
ywdtav og dwudtio, ue eAeyySUeves cuvOreS TTEQL-
parrovtog (Bepuorpaoio 22+ 1°C, oxetini vypooio
55+10 %, dwderdwen evariayr| pwtdc/orndtovg, €-

vroor ewtdg oto 300 Lux pe uérpnon oto ué€cov tov
dmpatiov xat og Mpog 1 pérpov artd to ddmedo). H a-
TUOOQALOWXY TTlEON O0TOVS Bahduoug oTéyaong Twv Lo-
wv frav Betxen (0.6 Pa).

H yo01jynon vepot zaw toogic (5061 Pico-Vac®
Lab Rodent Diet, PMI Nutrition International,
Brentwood, MO, USA) ywdtav ad libitum. H otpouvi
Nrav timov corncob (Rehofix MK 2000, J. Retten-
maier & So, Germany) xa 1 ovxvoTHTA OAMOYNS TS
wio poed Ty efdoudda.

Kotd mv vhviny eE€taom tov Towv diamotdbnre
naye€ia drapdov abuot mov ouvodevdtay and oti-
UEANTO TEIY MU, ARAVOVIOTO BASLOUA RO LUPOTEQD-
mhevon togphoon. la Adyoug evlmiog amogaoiotnre v
gvBavaoia tovg, oe atpudogpatpa CO,.

Kartd ) verpotopnn eE€taon twv Ldwv o 1dL-
HOTEQA RATA TNV REAVIOAVATONOT PEBNKE EUpLoyo
usp@mua, uey€Bovg pacoiov xat fdoovg ard 0,156
€wg 0,626 yoaupainv, EVIOTIOUEVO RATM 0IT6 TO OTE-
AeY0C TOV EYREPAAOV RO TNV TOQEYREPAMDL, TOV OV~
VUTTNQOYE UE ATEOPLOL TOU AVTIOTOLYOU TUUOTOC TOU €-
YREPAAOU %Ol CUUTTIEON TV OTTTLRV VevowV (Ewxd-
va 1, 2).

Katd v 1otoloyini] eE€Taon Tov noepduatog,
OV QALY LATOTTOL|ON®E UETA QTS XOWDOT UE OLLUATO-
Evhivi-nmoivy, dLoutlotdBnre GTL TEORELTOL YLOL VEO-
Thaopotny] eEepyaoia, To ®UTTOQO TS OTToLaS TV
wrov, wg 7l To TAEIOTOV, uey€00Ug Pe VITOoTEOYYV-
hovug munveg, adad O{nTuo YOWUOTIVIE ROl NWOLVE-
pLho ruttapdmiaoua. Ta veomhaouatind wittoQo ei-
yov avaruyBet og doxrideg 1) abpoloeig o eiyoy me-
owaryyetony] evromion (Ewdva 3). e megattéom avo-
coloToyNULXO €Leyyo dramotdbnxe €vtovy dudyvt
Betunen avtidpaon ot ovvamroguoivy (Ewdva 4). Ta
EVENUATA CWTA CUVIYOQOVY VTTEQ TG VITaQENS ade-
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Figures 1, 2. At necropsy of the animals the pituitary gland was
found enlarged (——), causing atrophy of the overlying
mesencephalon and compression of the optic nerves (---------- >).

Ewdveg 1, 2. Kard m vexpotopwt eE€taon twv Cdwv PogOnxe
droyrmpévn n vedpuon (——). H dudyrmon mg vadpuong
CUVUTTYQYE UE UTQOPIOL TOV CVTIOTOLYOV TUHUATOS TOU EYREPANOV
%O CUUITIEON TV OTTTLRHDY VEVQUV ( -=======-- > ).

Figure 3. Histological section of pituitary adenoma with prominent
cords and nests within a vascular stroma (H-E, magnification X
200).

Ewdva 3. Iotohoywj topr adevipatog g vdgpuong. Ta veo-
TAALOPATIH A LOHQOTTVON VA KUTTOQ AVAITTUooOVTOL 08 dor(OES 1]
apBpoloels meprayyetoxd (H-E xowon, neyéduvon X 200).

Figure 4. On immunohistochemical examination strong positive
reaction of synaptophysin was observed (H-E-synaptophysin,
magnification X 400).

Ewdva 4. O avoooiotoynmurds Ereyyog §dwoe §vrovn dudyu Oe-
g avtidpaon om ovvartopuoivy (H-E- ouvasttoguoivy xomon,
ney€0vvon X 400).

VOUATOS TNS VITOQPUOTC.

Katd ™ porgooromixn xat Lotohoyiry eE€taon
TOV VITGAOLTTOV 0QYAVMV, SIS TWV VEPQDV, TV TTVEV-
UOV@V, TOV 1ITATOS KoL TV ETULVEPQLOTwV, OV dLami-
otdONrav TaBoAoyIHES AAMOLWOELS.
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YYZHTHXH

H avdntuén adeviuatog g vrdguong oe mxod
TOWHTIRA TTOV SLOTNEOVVTOUL WS LHO CUVTOOPLAS OUTO-
tehel cofar] un avooteéyuun maBoloyixry ratdota-
o1. Zda Tov YONOLUOTOL0VVTAL MG Tiol EQYNOTNOIOV
%o EPPOVICoVY T ovyReEXQLUEVT EEEQ YOO UTOQOUV
va BemENB0UV TOAMITLHO TOSTUTTOL YLOL TV TEQULTEQW
€0€VVA TOV VOO LATOGS auToU %ol 0ToV AvBemTTOo.

To adévwpa g vedguong vrodialpeital og oud-
deg avdroya e ™ xowon Tov TEocAaufdvouy ta xit-
T0tpd Tov. O TAEoV OUYVAS GY®OG TS VITGQUONG lval
T0 Y eWUSPoPo adévmua, Tov dev mpoohaufdver vo-
Uit YOWOTLRY ROL AVOTTHOOETAL OTOV TG00 oS
™ vogpuong. H ouyvémra eugpdviorc tov gaiveto
Ot glvau ENUEVT 0TOVG ETIPVE TV PUADY Sprague
Dawley nou Wistar og mooootd 75%-78%(Lang 1992,
Wolfe et al. 1938) o Aydtego oe emipveg g QUAYS
F-344 ¢¢ moooot6 20%(Goodman 1979, Lang 1990).
Eniong, avdioya ue ™ xomotiny Tov TeocAaufdvouy
T, ®UTTORA TOV, dLarQivouue To 0EeSpLA0 ®ou To Pot-
0edpLho adévmpa e vadgpuong. To xagrivoua Tov
me6oHov Aofov g vdgpuong Bewoeltar oyxeTird
ontdvio (Kovacs 1975). Extdg and tov mpdobio Aofd
TG VTTOQPUONG, GYROL EYXOVV TEQLYQUEL ®a 0T dLd-
ueom poipa tng vedguong (Carlton and Gries 1986).

Kartd ™) pehémn tov Syrnmv Thg vdpuong Pe avo-
oototoynur u€Bodo , oL GyroL TOV TAEAYOVV TEO-
hontivy elvan oL TAEOV OUyVOl ROl OVOLPEQOVTOL MG
mpohaxtividuata. Epgpavitovral ouyvdtepa oe Oniv-
%nd Lo Tod og apoevird, oV ®oL 08 OQLOUEVA e(0 &-
TUOWV TOQATNQEITOL TO OVTIOTEOPO. g TEAoPUTY
uehétn (Carreto et al. 2002) Bo€Onxre 6t to 83% twv
0dEVOUATMY THS VITGPUONE HTOY TOOAUXTLVDUOTOL, O
76 T0L om0t To 40% TNy OTORAELOTIXA TTQOAL-
ATV o yaparteiCovral mg xabaod TEOAURTIVG-
uora, eve to 60% mapiyayay meQLoodteQes atd dvo
nAOOES 0puoveS T vtdguons (ACTH, LH).

To adévmua g vEdEuong UToel va meonin el
QUTOUOTA, UE TNV TTAE000 THS Nhriag, xwois va evo-
yomoteital ovyrexpuévog mapdyovras(Feldman and
Woda 1980, Goodman et al. 1980, Kovacs et al. 1977,
Kroes et al. 1981, Lee et al. 1982), eva) umopet, emiong,
VO EUPAVLOTEL ROl UETA ATTO TOQATETAUEVY XOQTYNON
0L0TEOYSVWV. MeTd autd X001 yNOT OLOTEOYSVMV YL
30 nuépec mapatnEnOnxe vrepmlaoic Tov adEva ™G
VROQPUOTG, EVA Ko ynon uéxot 60 nuépeg evoyomot-
elron yra v mdninon adevouatog (Velkeniers and

Hooghe-Peters 1998, Mukdsi et al. 2004, McEuen et
al. 1936, Dunning et al. 1947, Clifton et al. 1956, Stone
et al. 1979). To adévmuo oo umopel, exiong, vo Teo-
€MDeL nouL Ao EVOOYEVHC TOLOAYOUEVO OLOTQOYOVAL Ol
76 Tig wobhjneg (Takahashi et al. 1983, Lu et al. 1979),
dedouévov ot dev epgaviCovy adévwpa g VIéQU-
OMG EMIUVES TTOV EXOVV VITOOTEL MOONHVOTEQERTONY| OE
wxron nhxio. Televtalo €xel evoyomomOel yio v
TEORANON TOV AdEVAUOTOS TNE VTTGPUONG oL OuddaL
TEWTEIVAIV, oL transcription factors, 1) vire€npoaon
TV OTTOLMV QAlivVETOL GTL €XEL LOYVOY] OUVIEDT UE TNV
eugpavion tov adevouartog (Mukdsi et al. 2004).

Monpooromind To xowudgpofo adévmwua tng v-
TOPUONG TOLiAAEL OE NEYEBOC o oUYVA PTAVEL T S
Y1ALooTd og duduetoo. O dyrot avtol eivar pahorol
ot ovoTaon, £xovv Babl ®OURIVO XOMUOTIOUS AGY™
TOV LUOQQOYLRMV EOTLAIV TTOV VITAQYOUVV RO UTOQEL
va pépouv AoPaoeis. Eivar xahd mepuyoapuévor ro
eEautiag Tov pey€Boug Toug ovyvd mELovy Tov vTeQ-
%nelpevo eyr€paro mEoxraldviog vOQOxEPALO 1 TU-
PAWON, ETEQOTAEVON N ALUPOTEQOTAEVOY, AGYW OV-
urtteong €lte Tov omTLROV VEVQOU ElTe TOV OTTTLHOV YLA-
oporog avtiotorya (Altman et al. 1979).

H peimon mg peEng umopel va. ogeiheton ot pet-
WUEVN GOPENON, UE OTTOTELEOUN TV TOORANON ROy E-
Elag, dmwe mapatnerifnre ota Lda Thg omoriog nog.
Ta avravarhaotind O€ong tov emxipvog elvor emiong
dUor0A0 VoL extLunBovV, yroti eve oL avtdQdoels &i-
vou 0ELOTLOTES Y10 T TEAoBLaL dxpa, dev LoyUEL To (-
O10 %al yuo oL omioOo drga. Zvyvd eival TTLo evroAo
vo extiunBouv oL avouohies e 1dodentinic 0000 pe
™V ot opotienon g fddiong.

Kavéva amd ta Toa dev epupdvioe vootayuo 1
otpafLoud xot dev ToQaTENON®e ahmmeRic, TOAV-
ovpta M mohdupia, ovurtduato cvupatd pe vae-
proroemveELdLopd 1 ovvdgopo Cushing, yeyovadg
oL elval ovpPato Ue TOUS EQEVVNTES TOV VITOOTHQI-
Couv OtL oL Gyxotr owtol dev maEdyouv 0QUOVES
(Greenacre 2004).

To adévmua g vIdgpuong uroel va cuvodeve-
TOUL A6 AVOUOAMES TOV WOONRMV, UG GYROUS TWV UL
OTWV TO0O0 TWV ONAVRDY 600 ROl TWV OQOEVIXMDY ETT(-
wvwv (Bryan et al. 1938, Wolfe et al. 1938, Kim et al.
1960, Oberling and Guerin 1950), »a6wg xaw and 6-
yrovg Tov Bupeoerdovg adéva( Bielschowsky 1953,
Fischer 1926, Oberling and Gyerin 1950). Emwonuai-
VETAL TG 1) TAQOVO(O TOAMATADY GYRMV OTO LOLOTS
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OVVOIEVETOU QTS TV TTALQOVOI AOEVHOUATOS THS VITO-
PUOTG, Ve dev ovpPalvel TdvTo To avtioTeogo, dn-
A vtdeyovy Laa ota omtoia, eV VITdQYEL AdEVM-
UL TG VITGQUONG, TTOQOVOLATOUV VAL LOVHON 1] RO Ot
vévav yxo oto naotd (Goya et al, 1990).

> dropooiny] dudyvmon to adEvmwpa, TS vTdpu-
ong Ba mwpémer va drapopomoinBel amd Ty vIeEQTEO-
QLN %O THY VITEQIAQLOTIRY olhoimon tov adéva. H v-
mepmhaotiny arlolwon yapartoeitetal amd v av-
Enom tov aetBuov Tmv ®uTTdQmY, T, 0TToia Spmg elva
QUOLOAOYLROVU HEYEBOVS 1O XAOAHTNOICOVTAL AT O-
Tovoio oxnuaTiopoy PevdorVOTHG 1] AToVoia ONuUa-
VTIXNG CUWITEEONS TWV TTALQUXELUEVWY TTQOS TNV VIS~
UON LOTAV. OyrIBLO VITEQTEOPIRDV KUTTAQWY EUPAL-
viCovtow wg vnoidia ueydAmy ®uTTaQmYV, UEQLRES QO-
QG Ue ITOOELS, Ahhd Ywlg amodelEelg evmupivaong

(encapsulation)(McComb et al. 1984).

OepameVTIAY TOQEUPAON YLOL TO OUYRERQUUEVO VO-
onua dev vdgyet. "Eyxelr amoderyBel, Sung, 61l otoug &-
mipveg puiic Wistar pwopel va wpolngOei n epugdvi-
01 GY®OU TNG VTOPUOTS UE TN UELMON TNE TOOSTNTOS
™mC rotavolorduevng toogns (Tucker 1979, Morris
and Bras 1971) nou v a0EN0om ¢ TEQLEXTIROTHTAS
™m¢ oe 1wdo (Bielschowsky 1953).

Zupeoouatind, To AOEVMUOL TS VITGPUONS OITO-
TeLel VOOOLOYLXI] OVTOTNTA OUYVIIC OXETIXA EPPAVIONG
otovg vrepjMxoug enipvec. T Adyoug evlmiog xo
dedouévou otL dev VA Oy EL BEQUTEVTIXNY OVTIUETWITL-
on, ovotijveton 1 evBavaocic Twv Lowv. Zoa teoofe-
PAnuéva ue to adévaua g vTdpUoNS AToTELOVY TO-
AMotpa Covnd modTuma yuo T ueAETN TS VEOoOoU OTOV
dvBomwmo (Nolan et al. 1999).
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