
  

  Journal of the Hellenic Veterinary Medical Society

   Vol 65, No 2 (2014)

  

 

  

  Determination of Mycoplasma bovis specific
antibodies in blood sera of asymptomatic carriers-
calves in three farms in the Republic of Serbia by
using indirect ELISA assay 

  D. VOJINOVIĆ, A. VASIĆ, J. ŽUTIĆ, B. DURIČIĆ, Z.
ILIĆ, D. JOVIČIĆ, M. E. RADOVANOVIĆ   

  doi: 10.12681/jhvms.15518 

 

  

  

   

To cite this article:
  
VOJINOVIĆ, D., VASIĆ, A., ŽUTIĆ, J., DURIČIĆ, B., ILIĆ, Z., JOVIČIĆ, D., & RADOVANOVIĆ, M. E. (2017).
Determination of Mycoplasma bovis specific antibodies in blood sera of asymptomatic carriers-calves in three farms in
the Republic of Serbia by using indirect ELISA assay. Journal of the Hellenic Veterinary Medical Society, 65(2), 79–82.
https://doi.org/10.12681/jhvms.15518

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

https://epublishing.ekt.gr  |  e-Publisher: EKT  |  Downloaded at: 23/01/2026 02:01:13



Correspondence: Scientific Veterinary Institute of Serbia ‘Belgrade’, 
Vojvode Toze 14, 11000 Belgrade, 
Republic of Serbia. 
E-mail vojinovicdragica@yahoo.com

Date of initial submission: 19 June 2013
Date of revised submission: 15 October 2013
Date of acceptance: 24 October 2013

Ημερομηνία αρχικής υποβολής: 19 Ιουνίου 2013
Ημερομηνία αναθεωρημένης υποβολής: 15 Οκτωβρίου 2013
Ημερομηνία αποδοχής: 24 Οκτωβρίου 2013

	 J HELLENIC VET MED SOC 2014, 65(2): 79-82
ΠΕΚΕ 2014, 65(2): 79-82

Research article
Ερευνητικό άρθρο

  Determination of Mycoplasma bovis specific antibodies in blood sera of 
asymptomatic carriers-calves in three farms in the Republic of Serbia

by using indirect ELISA assay

Vojinović D.1, Vasić A.2, Žutić J.1, Đuričić B.2, Ilić Ž.1, Jovičić D.3, Radovanović M.E.2
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ABSTRACT. Blood serum samples of asymptomatic carriers-calves were collected from three farms in the territory of the Republic 
of Serbia during 2011 and 2012. Commercial Mycoplasma bovis ELISA kit (Bio-X Diagnostics, Belgique) for serological diagnosis 
from cattle blood sera and milk was used in this research. Calves’ blood sera were tested using immunoenzymatic indirect ELISA 
assay as described by manufacturer’s instructions. From 5603 blood sera of asymptomatic carriers-calves 144 (2,57%) samples 
were tested positive for the presence of specific Mycoplasma bovis antibodies. In three different farms proportions of seropositive 
samples varied from 0,32% to 10,6% in regard to total number of tested samples from the individual farms.  In this paper we present 
the results of Mycoplasma bovis prevalence in asymptomatic carriers-calves. 
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INTRODUCTION

Mycoplasma bovis is the smallest prokaryotic 
microorganism classified in classis Mollicutes, 

family Мycoplasmataceae, genus Mycoplasma. Myc-
oplasma bovis was isolated for the first time in milk of 
mastitic cow in 1961 (Hale et al., 1962). Furthermore, 
experimental investigation of microbial presence in 
calves has shown that Mycoplasma species are present 
and can cause pnemonia (Gourlay and Thomas, 1969; 
Gourlay et al., 1976). M. bovis is widespread and 
causes great economic losses worldwide (Nicholas, 
2004; Тenk, 2005). Reported prevalence from 10% up 
to 70% varies depending on the region of the world 
(Wiggins et al., 2011). Authors from France report ex-
tremly high prevalence of 100% (Byrne et al., 2001; 
Nicholas et al 2006), while in Hungary Tenk et al. 
(2004) reported seropositivity of 64.7%. M. bovis is 
becoming an emerging pathogen in subtropical re-
gions of Asia where authors in two separated studies 
reported prevalence of 8% and 6% respectively (Fu et 
al., 2011; Zhao et al., 2012), and in Africa where oc-
curence of disease was reported in Zambia, Rwanda, 
Namibia and Nigeria (Nicholas et al., 2006; Tambu-
wal et al., 2011).

M. bovis causes pneumonia, mastitis and arthri-
tis in cattle (Razin, 1978; Gonzales et al.,1993), but it 
can also be causative agent of meningitis, otitis media, 
keratoconjuntivitis and abortion (Maeda et al., 2003; 
Levisohn et al., 2004; Gagea et al., 2006., Arcangioli 
et al., 2012). In asymptomatic cows, M. bovis can be 
found in colostrum and milk which is main infection 
source for calves (Pfutzner, 1990).

Recommended tests for serological diagnostics 
are: complement fixation test, direct and indirect fluo-
rescence method, ELISA assay, immunoblotting test, 
rapid agglutination test. Hence, the aim of this study 
was to estimate prevalence of M. bovis in asympti-
matic young calves in the Republic of Serbia.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
A total of 5603 blood sera samples of asymp-

tomatic calves were collected and tested from three 
farms in the territory of the Republic of Serbia during 
2011 and 2012. Number of samples from three farms 
was 1058 (farm 1), 3715 (farm 2), 830 (farm 3) ac-
cording to their size and production. Animals were not 
vaccinated against Mycoplasma bovis. They were not 
previously treated with any medication.

Commercial indirect M. bovis ELISA kit (Bio-
X Diagnostics, Belgique) for serological diagnostic 
from cattle blood sera and milk was used in our re-
search. Authomatic washing was performed using PW 
41 Microplate washer Bio- Rad Laboratories, France. 
Reading of optical density was done on spectropho-
tometer TEKAN, Austria ELISA reader, with the use 
of 450nm filter as recommended in manufacturer’s in-
structions. Interpretation of results was done by man-
ufacurer’s instructions for validation and interpreta-
tion of the results.

RESULTS
During 2011 and 2012, a total of 5603 blood sera 

of asymptomatic carriers-calves from three different 
farms were tested in our research using immunoen-
zymatic indirect ELISA assay. A total of 144 (3%) 
samples were found to be positive for the specific M. 
bovis antibodies. Number of seropositive samples var-
ied from 0.32% to 10.6% with regard to total number 
of tested samples from the individual farm (Table 1).

DISCUSSION
At the veterinary laboratory in Weybridge UK, 

during 1990-2000, M. bovis was the most frequent-
ly isolated pathogenic microorganism in cattle with 
pneumonia, as well as occasionaly isolated pathogen 
in cattle with mastitis and arthritis (Ayling et al., 2004). 
The results of testings for M. bovis specific antibodies 
in asymptomatic carriers-calves using indirect ELISA 
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essary to develop a program of measures to be applied 
in herds with a high prevalence in order to control the 
disease.

CONCLUDING REMARKS
In this paper we present for the first time results 

on prevalence of M. bovis in asymptomatic carriers-
calves in the Republic of Serbia. As M. bovis is one of 
the major causative agents of pneumonia in cattle, the 
research should be extended to heifers and adult cattle 
in order to accurately determine the prevalence of the 
disease in our cattle population. 
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assay proved that seroconversion exists in tested popu-
lation at 3%. Results of similar research in Hungary, 
which is a neighbouring country to the Republic of 
Serbia, showed that the infection was present in cattle 
population (Tenk et al., 2005). Authors from France 
showed that M. bovis specific antibodies in clinically 
healthy calves varies from 2 to 13% (Le Grand et al., 
2002), while a prevalence of <1% was reported for the 
population of clinically healthy dairy cows (Arcangi-
oli et al., 2011). The results in our research show that 
in Serbia, M. bovis prevalence in calves (3%) is about 
that in other European regions.

Determination of presence of M. bovis specific 
antibodies using indirect ELISA assay is recognised 
as reliable method since  antibodies against M. bovis 
are long lasting and can be detected months after the 
infection (Nicholas, 2004). Knowledge of exact preva-
lence in herd is essential for the prevention of disease 
in order to avoid direct and indirect economic losses in 
production (Pfutzner and Sachse, 1996). It is also nec-

Table 1. Number of tested and seropositive samples of calves for presence of Mycoplasma bovis specific antibodies.



J HELLENIC VET MED SOC 2014, 65(2)
ΠΕΚΕ 2014, 65(2)

82	 Vojinović D., Vasić A., Žutić J., Đuričić B., Ilić Ž., Jovičić D., Radovanović M.E.

Levisohn S, Garazi S, Gerchmann I, Brenner J (2004) Diagnosis of a 
mixed mycoplasma infection associated with a severe outbreak of 
bovine pinkeye in young calves. J Vet Diagn Invest 16, 579-581.

Maeda T, Shibahara T, Kimura K, Wada Y, Sato K, Imada Y, Ishikawa 
Y, Kadota K (2003) Mycoplasma bovis-associated suppurative 
otitis media and pneumonia in bull calves. J Comp Pathol 129, 
100-110.

Nicholas RA (2004) Recent developments in the diagnosis and control 
of mycoplasma infection in catlle. Proceedings of 23rd World 
Buiatrics Congress Quebec, Canada, July 11-16,, 2004.

Nicholas RA, Ayling RD, Woodger N, Wessells ME, Houlihan MG 
(2006) Mycoplasmas in adult cattle: bugs worth bothering about? 
Ir Vet J 59, 568-572. 

Pfutzner H (1990) The control of the Mycoplasma infections in bulls. 
IOM Letters 1, 505-506.

Pfutzner H, Sachse K (1996) Mycoplasma bovis as an agent of 
mastitis, pneumonia, arthritis and genital disorders in cattle. Rev 
Sci Tech Off Int Epiz 15, 1477-1494.

Razin S (1978) The mycoplasmas. Microbiol Rev 42, 414-470.
Tambuwal FM, Stipkovits L, Egwu GO, Junaidu AU, Abubakar MB, 

Turaki UA (2011) Enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (Elisa) 
based detection of antibodies to Mycoplasma bovis in cattle 
naturally infected with haemoparasites in institutional farms in 
Sokoto state, Nigeria. Curr Res J Biol Sci 3, 12-16.

Tenk M (2005) Examination of Mycoplasma bovis Infection in Cattle. 
PhD thesis, Budapest Szent Istvan University.

Tenk M, Stipkovits L, Hufnagel L (2004) Examination of the role 
of Mycoplasma bovis in bovine pneumonia and a mathematical 
model for its evalation. Acta Vet Hung 52, 445-456.

Wiggins MC, Woolums AR, Hurley DJ, Sanchez S, Ensley DT, 
Donovan D (2011) The effect of various Mycoplasma bovis 
isolates on bovine leukocyte responses. Comp Immunol Microbiol 
Infect Dis 34, 49-54.

Zhao FR, Zhu XL, Xu MJ, Huang SY, Zhou DH, Xia HY, Song HQ, 
Zou FC (2012) Afr J Microbiol Res 6, 668-5671.

Arcangioli MA, Chazel M, Sellal E, Botrel MA, Bezille P, Poumarat 
F, Calavas D, Le Grand D (2011) Prevalence of Mycoplasma 
bovis udder infection in dairy cattle:prelininary field investigation 
in southeast France. NZ Vet .J 59:75-78.

Arcangioli MA, Froux W, Poumarat F, Le Grand D (2012) Case 
report: Mycoplasma bovis otitis in French dairy calves, Revue 
Med Vet 163: 284-286.

Ayling RD, Bashiruddin SE, Nicholas RAJ (2004) Mycoplasma 
species and related organisms isolated from ruminants in Britain 
between 1990 and 2000. Vet Rec 155, 413-416.

Byrne WJ, McCormac R, Brice N, Egan J, Markey B, Ball HJ (2001) 
Isolation of Mycoplasma bovis from bovine clinical samples in 
the Republic of Ireland. Vet Rec 148, 331-333.

Fu J-H, Liu Q-Y, Xu M-J, Shi D-S, He X-H, Pan Y, Guo R-B, Gao Q, 
Yi S-X, Si H-S, Zhu X-Q (2011) Seroprevalence of Mycoplasma 
bovis infection in dairy cows in subtropical southern China. Afr J 
Biotechnol 10, 11313-11316.

Gagea M., Bateman K., Shanahan R., Dreumel T., McEwen B., 
Carman S., Archambault M., Caswell J. (2006) Naturally occuring 
Mycoplasma bovis-Associated Pneumonia and polyarthritis in 
feedlot beef calves. J Vet Diagn Inv 18, 29.

Gonsales RN, Jayarao BM, Oliver SP, Sears PM (1993) Pneumonia, 
arthritis and mastitis in dairy cows due to Mycoplasma bovis. 
Proceedings of 32nd Annual Meeting of the National Mastitis 
Council, pp. 178-186. 

Gourlay RN, Howard CJ, Thomas LH, Stott EJ (1976) Experimentally 
produced calf pneumonia. Res Vet Sci 20, 167.

Gourlay RN, Thomas LH (1969) Experimental pneumonia in calves 
produced by inoculation of mycoplasmas. Vet Rec 85, 583.

Hale HH, Helmboldt CF, Plastridge WN, Stula EF, (1962) Bovine 
mastitis by Mycoplasma species Cornell Vet 52, 582-591.

Le Grand D, Bezille P, Calavas D, Poumarat F, Brank M, Citti C, 
Rosengarten (2002) Serological prevalence of Mycoplasma bovis 
infection in suckling beef cattle in France Vet Rec 150, 268-273. 

REFERENCES 

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.tcpdf.org

