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EIMMIAPAXH THX YYEEQX XTI IAIOTHTEX TOY
NQIIOY KPEATOX BOOEIAQN

TEQPTIOY AIAYMOIIOYAOY*

THE EFFECT OF CHILLING ON THE PROPERTIES
OF FRESHLY SLAUGHTERED BEEF

GEORGES DIDIMOPOULOS*

(BiBAoypagpixn pehétn - Review article)

SUMMARY

The lowering of temperature determines a slowing down of chemical, biochemical (e.g. enzy-
matic) and some physical processes.

The chilling of freshly slaughtered meat does not, however, lead to a continuous reduction in
the speed of those biochemical proces that take place after slaughter.

The breakdown of adenosine triphosphate (ATP) and of glycogen slows down between body
temperature (37 - 38°) and about +10°C, but when the temperature is lowered still further these
reactions accelerate until a temperature of about -1°C is reached and this results in serious chor-
tening of the muscle fibres (cold shortening), and thus also in increased toughness of the meat
which cannot be removed by hanging.

Cold shortening can only occur when rapid chilling brings the temperature in the meat down
to below +10°C before most of the ATP has been broken down.

We should therefore only expect meat to become tough in this way where freshly slaughtered
meat is chilled rapidly and particularly in the case of small carcases such sa sheep and calwes.

Barcases should therefore not be chilled to temperatures below +10°C until after the onset of
rigor mort is.

The cold shortening phenomenon is caused by calsium ions which can not be transported
from the muscle fiblils into the sarcoplasmic reticulum if the temperature is too low and which
therefore induce strong muscle contractions.

The speed of post mortem biochemical changes increases at temperatures below +10°C, rea-
ching a maximum at about -1°C and this occurs not only in meat in the piece but also in freshly
slaughtered minced meat.

EIZATQI'H

"H ntoon tg Bepuokpaciag kabBovotepel dheg tic ynuikég dvridpaocelg kai mOAAEG QLOIKEG
Sdikaoieg 610 Kpéag.

*Iyorn 'Enayyeluatov Kpéatog. 'Yn. Nempyiag, [Mawwviov 25 Abnqva
*School of Meat Handling Professionals. Ministry of Agriculture, Peoniou 25, Athens
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Ot dwdikaoieg dpuavoems tov kabvotepodv Loym Gvaotorfic 1@V Bounyavikdv avtidpa-
GEMV

M v yoln petdvetat 1y guoikn dtadwcacia tii¢ dEatuiceng tod vepol ativ ém@dven £vog
opayiov kai p’ avtd Emtuyydvetar wikpotepn anmAeta Vypaoiag

' avto mpooeépetatl pid ypnyopn yokn oto kpéag, oav 10 kaAdtepo péco EkAoYfg. yud va
gmrevyBodv 6’ avtd ol mpoPrendueveg cvvOnkeg Oyelviig pé PIKPOTEPES GTOAEIES OF VEPO.

"And adtovg kai Gnd dAAovg Aoyovg, Ad0ym 10D St ol cuvbiikeg cuVINPACENS TOD KPERTOG
Exovv teheviaict KAALTEPEDOEL Kol GKONG KAAVLTEPELOLY, T0. TpONYREVA KpaTn onuepa Eykata-
Leimovv adToV TOV Tapadoctakd TPONO cuvinpiioeng Tob kpéatog of Beppokpacia neptfariov-
TOC YL UEPIKEC (MPEC WETA TR o@ayn, dmov dpyilel duécwg N Swdikacia g wokewe.

AVt 1| ypiyopn wokn tdv coayiov duécmg uetd T coayn of Bepuoxpacia 0°C Ewg 7°C,
o0nyel 10 kpéag Pooelddv kal yolpmv 6 uid cvunayn oLOTACT TEPLOGOTEPO O TOV UOCYW®V
yaiaxtog kal alyompofdtwmv.

“Ynapyer ovoiodng dpopd petatd ceayiov Pooeddv kai nooywv yahaktog dcov dpopd
o610 Bapog Tovg.

Ol podoyotl yahoktog oav Aa@piTEPR CQAYLX YOYOVTAL YPNYOPOTEPE TTOPG TG CQAYLR TOV U-
noAoitwv Booetddv.

"Exet anodetyfel 1t i tayxvnTa wogng ué v onoia Eva oedayo yoxetat, tpénet va Oplode-
TEITAL TTPOKEIUEVOL VO ATOPEVYETAL VL TETOIO CLUMAYEG KPEAC.

ADTO 10 nopanave kpéag mov mpofAbe dno pie yoEn duéowg petd T ceayn, nopatnphon-
Ke Gpyikd of pia ceoyswoteyvikn fykotdctaon npoBatostd®dy ot Néo Znhovdio, yi' avto dA-
hoote kol 0 GyyAwkog yopaktnpiopog «Cold shortening» mod onuaiver Eva kpéag kdbe eldovg
kai peyéboug pé pie Evrovn puikn ovonacm, uetd nd pio wo&n, Aiyn dpo petd TH oeayn.

ADTI Aowmov i uvikn cvonacn 68nyel 10 kpéac of pia cvunayn ovotacn, i dnoio dév elvar
duvato va dnogevybel obte dkopa kal o adtd 10 TolyKEAM 10D KpEOTMWAELOL.

1. COLD SHORTENING

Elvat 10 parvopevo widig Evtovne pvikfig ovonaong, pidc sopnayodc kotd-
o100TG 01O Kpéag, mov napovolaletar dtav pué v tayeia wo&n Aiyn dpa peta
™ oeayn, N Beppokpacia tod kpéatog katéAbel xdtw tdv 10° C npotod xato-
varwBel 10 peyaivtepo pépog tiic A.T.P.

¢ Bepuokpacio nave dnd 10° C dév dnapyer 9oPog &nnpeaouod 1iig Tpv-
eepoTNTOg 010 kpéag EE aitiag Tod Cold - shortening.

M¢ Alya Aoy, unopel Eva o@aylo GuECSHMG LETAE TT OPAYT VA TAPOLCLACEL
10 MOPATAVE EALVOUEVO OTaV 6T0 c@dylo adtd Vrdpyovv axouo drobépata &-
vepyeiag.

IR Kataotaon Thg vekpikfg dxapyiag Exovv EEaviAnbel 010 kpéag 1a G-
nobéuata évepyeiog A.T.P. fi yAvkoyévo,

T adtd opaya ot kabe eldog xai uéyebog 8-12 dpeg petd ) opayn umno-
pobv va drostodv TV Yokn kdtw t@v 10° C xwpig Tig TOPANAVEO CUVETELES.

1.1. MetaBolés otovg poeg Tig mpdtes dpeg peta TH opaym.

Meta 1o Bavato tod Ldov 6 petaBolMopog yivetor pé v avagpopio pop-
on, Aoym EAleiyemg SdEvyovov.

Kat’ advto 10 tpomo td dnobépata Evepyeiog EEavtiobvior ypnyopotepa.
IMpdta kataveriokovtar 1d drnoBéuata tfig GooEokpeativng, katdniv ¢ Gmro-
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Béuoto tod yAvkoyovov, Botepo td GAAa dnobépato tdv Vdatavlpikwv kai
televtaio katovoliokerar 7| nhovowa of évépysia A.T.P.

‘H pvikn odonaon elvor mavia covdedepévn pé tiv dvaykn &vépyelag, dn-
Aadn ué tAv dvaykn tig A.T.P.

"Enetdn 10 @awvopevo tod Cold shortening mapiotdver pid popen ik
ovonaong, yopaktnpiletar ano pic yphyopn ntdon tod PH.

Ztv npakn anedeiydn 611, tepdya kpéatog 100 WBrov povog, ta dmoio péca
ot 3-4 Gpeg petd ™ oeayn 1od {dov, tomodethdnkay of Sapopetikic Bepuok-
paoieg, Edmoav dropopetikés Twég PH.

Toykexpiuéva, 10 TpdTO TEUay1o kpéatog of Bepuokpacia 25°C, 3-4 dpeg
uetd ™ oeayn Edmoe Tiun PH 6.4.

To devtepo tepayto of yaunhotepn Ospuoxpacia (10-12°C) 3-4 dpeg peta
™m oeayn, dwoe nun PH 6,7.

To tpito Tepayto kpéotog pé Beppoxpacio 0°C 3-4 dpec petd ) cpayn &-
npene v pdg Edwve PH yOpw a1 6,8 otiv npaypatikotnta duwg Edwoe tium
PH 64.

Me¢ v ntdon t1ig Bepuokpaciag Aondv, of cedyo {®ov Aiyn dGpa petd
™M oeayn Eyxovue adénon 100 petaforicpod of Bepuokpacio peratv + 10°C
Emg -1°C.

- a. Kpéag povo peta t o@oyn napovoidfer Cold shortening.

- B. To Cold shortening elvar cvv8edepévo pé Eva yphyopo petaBorioud.

- v. “H Ogpuoxpaocia mod mpodiabéter TV napovsio 1o Cold shortening elvar
uetaEd + 10° C - 1° C.

- 3. Cold shortening napovcialerat dimg of tepdayla kpéatog tapa o¢ SAOKAN-
po OOy, TUILOPLO Kol TETAPTNUOPLA.

Ti ovuPaivel oTovg PpeckocEaypévovg poeg atf Beppokpocio petafd +
10°C «xal -1° C;

Ia t poikn obonoon o0 uvog onuaviikd poio nailovv ta iovta tod 4-
ofeotiov.

Ao v mukvotnta v {6viev avtod EEaptdtarl ) cvonaon kai 1 yoAa-
o1 100 HLIKOD KLTTAPOL 6TV Ud. £10 copkondacuatikd diktoetd elvat f 1n-
1 v OvTomv to0 dofeotiov of nid ntokvotnto déko ¥1AMadeg Popés VynAOTE-
pn mapi otd poika vidwa.

‘H nokvomnta t@v {ovtov 100 doPeotiov pvBuiletar dno 10 capxoniacua-
T1KO dikTvo TOL AEtTOLPYEl oAV wid AvTAia.

Y& nepintoon &pebiopod 100 pvog nopaywpodviarl Gnd 10 COPKOTAUCUAT-
k0 diktvo tovta doPeotiov, mpokaddviag 1ol ™ dionaon tiig A.T.P. dnov
Enpaviletat 7 odonacn 100 uvog. "Otav thdpa 6 Epebopdg 100 uvog elvor 610
téhog tov, 10te dvthodviar 1 {ovta 100 doPeotiov xai énavamobnkevoviat
otic Kvotideg tov capkoniacuatikod Siktdov.

¢ mepintwon mov evpickovrtat 10vta dofeotiov éktdg 100 capkonAaoua-
TixkoD Siktdov koi 1) Bepuokpacia elvar younin, ta tovto adrd €’ altiag tdv
uetaBoA®d@v mov Yeictatal 10 capkomAacuatikd diktvo dnod T ntmdon tiig Bep-
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pokpaociog, dEv pmopodv va dviAnfovv micw otig kvotideg tovg pé Gnotéle-
opa va EYOLUE TNV WuXPT| CLOTOAM.

AVU10 ovpPaiver oty Beppokpacio yokewg kdto tdv +10° C Ewg - 1°C
(BENDALL - HONIKEL).

¢ Beppoxpooio kate tdv -3° C rapaywpodvior &niong lovia doBectiov
(:16 10 cupkonmAaopatikd diktvotd. "AAAG of Bepuokpacia katayvEewng &€ al-
tiag tiig dkTetapuévng petatponiic 10D vepod oTh oTEpEd KatdoTaon S&v elvat
dvvato va AaPer yopa pvikn cvonaom.

‘H Bpadeia éniotporen Aowmov tdv {6viov 100 doBectiov o1 Bdon Tovg
ué Beppokpaoia kitw tdv + 10° C, npokalel émitayvvon ortig Bloxmuixic Aet-
Tovpyisg ol dmoieg ddnyodv 10 kpéag of pia yoyxpn PBpayvvon T@V poikdv i-
V@V,

1.2. 'Enidpaon tijg Oeppoxpaciag otig Proxnuixés Aeitovpyies of xatatepayiopévo Pooedi
opdyio Aiyn dpa peta T opayn.

Kataotpépovrag ta poikd kdttapa vog poog did tepayiopod of pikpd te-
paxo, Exovpe EEodo tdv {6viwv 100 doPeotiov, Evexa pREews TAV pepPpavdv
100 capkondacpatikod Siktowtod, pia émitdyxvvon ot Aertovpyio Tod peta-
BoAouot (HAMM-VANHOOF), ypfiiyopn napovcia 6¢ yoloktikd 6EV, kabag
kai ypiiyopn ntwon tod PH.

To un tepayopévo kpéag mapovatdler Bpadvtnta o1d oynuatioud tod ya-
AaxtikoD 6EEwg ué T mrdon tiig Beppoxpaciag dnd 25°C ot 6°C, xatomyv 6-
pwg piav dndtoun émitdayxvven oth ddomaocn thig A.T.P. uéxpt -1°C, 8nov
01006 -3°C dnwg dvapéverar GAhwote Bpaddver mail 6 oxnuaTIonog yelakti-
kob 6Eémg. Katatepayiouévo kpéag napovoidlel of Beppoxpacio petakd 25°C
Eog 6°C ynAotepo oynuatioud yoroktikot 8Eéwg xai ypnyopdtepn A.T.P.
ddonaon, mapd 10 umn TEHAXIOUEVO KPEAG.

Mé 1 pn€n t@v puik@v KLTTAPOV AOLTOV GTOV KATATEUAYIOHO TOD KpEQ-
106 ELevBepmdvovtat idvta t0d doBestiov ta dnoia mtayvvouv loxvpad Tig Aet-
Tovpyieg domAcEMG post morten.

¢ Oepuoxpacia -1°C nopovcrdletor 10 Guvopevo tiig woypfic ppadvvong
(Cold shortening) 610 un tepayouévo kpéag. To o pavouevo mapatnpeital
Kai 610 Tepaxiouévo kpéag dmov Exovue kai 10 paEpovp Tiig TaxvINTAS TOV
Bloynuikdv petaPordy

ATMIO®YTH TOY COLD SHORTENING (¥YXPA BPAXYNZIH)

“Eva ootiylo dpéong uetd 1 opayn Exet Oeppoxpacio nepinov 38° C, 1 6-
noia o¢ Beppoxpacia neptPairoviog kai of 6-10 Bpeg katépyetar otovg 20°C
- 25°C.

Z10 ddotnua adtd AauBdavoov ydpa ol Poynuikég Aettovpyieg oyetikd
ypfiyopa Bote 1 vexpue dxauyio dnépyetar mepinov 8-12 dpec o’ Sho 10
oQayLo.
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AVTO onuaiver ot npdEn dpyxikn wokn of Beppokpacia 8°C - 10°C, xai
pete ano 10 QGpec oé -1°C.

M dvvatotnta va Exovue T vekpikn dkopwia ypiRyopa mpoo@épeTat T
xphon uidc dadikaciag i dnoio mpdc dnoeuyn tod Cold shortening elvan of &-
EEMEN pé 1o Svoua «Electrostimulation» (fxektpodiéyepon).

Katd 1 Sodikacio vt 610 Bepud dxopa c@dylo duécwg peta T ooy,
droyetevetat NAekTpikd pedpa VYMAfig tdong dnov Evtog dbo dpdv mapépyov-
Tl 6heg ol Proynuikég Aertovpyieg xwpig 10 opaywo va OLMOoTel Kotd TPOTO
SKTANKTIKO 1O @awvouevo Tiig woypfic Bpdyxvveng (Cold shortening).

‘H dpyxn avtn &ywve ot Néa Znlavdia o¢ cedywr mpofatoeddv.

T1d mponyuéva kpatn onuepa, Td cedaya Boostddv kai yoipwv tepayilov-
tat Leota (hot boning) duécwg petd T o@ayn, dnov td Embountd pépn TOV
opayiov deictovtal thv fAektpodityepon, ta 8¢ pn &mbBounta puépn 6dnyodv-
Tl 6TOVG YOKTIKOUG YMDPOLG Y GUOIOAOYIKT) dpipavon kol TePOITEP® UETA-
noinon (BRAATHEN oslo/Norwegen).

‘H uébodog avtn Eowkovouel évépyen kabBog xai ywokTikd x®po.

“Eva tétolo kpéag Exet mTOAD petwpévo pikpoflakd @optio mapa KpPeEROCpE-
vo 010 TotykéM Y& Gpipavon. Ta petovéktnud tov elvar f{ Synin LEY. ué
ovvénela va unv évdeikvutol yid petamnoinom.

NEPIAHYH

Ol younAég Bepuokpacieg npokevodv uid Bpadvtnta otic ynuikég Proxnut-
kéc xai Quoikéc Aettovpyieg 610 o@dylo Pooeddv petd T oeayn.

‘H yoEn dév 6dnyel o cvveyn EAAdtwon tig taydtntag Tdv Proxnuikdv
Aetrtovpyldv ol Aapfdavouvv ydpo pETA TN oEAYT.

MdMota perdvetar petagd Beppoxpaciag opayiov 37°-38°C kai nepinov +
10°C W dwdomaon tiig A.T.P. xai yAvkoyovov.
¢ nepattépm ntidon Tiig Bepuoxpaciag dno + 10°C ot -1°C Exovpe Emrayvv-
on otV TaxLITe TOV Proxynuikdv Asttovpyidv ol dnoieg 68nyodv 10 Kkpéag
ot wad loyvpd cvonoon td@V poik®dv tvdv (Cold shortening) kai p’ adto of pia
ouunayf katdotaon 100 kpéatog 1 dmoia Sév elvat Suvatdv va dro@evyel d-
Kkouo koi Gv adtd tedel dktog wuktikod BaAdpov.

To @owougvo tob Cold shortening napovoldetar 16te pévo dtav pé v
taxeia wo&n, i Bepuoxpacia 010 kpéag katédber kGtw tdv + 10°C, npwtod
kotavadwBel 10 ueyalvtepo pépog tig A.T.P.

' adto 1 c@aylo ddv mpénel v drobnkedovial GTOVg WOKTIKOVG XD POLG
katow t@v + 10°C mpotod xaver v &updwvion g f| vexkpikn dxopyia.

‘H kotdotaon to0 Cold shortening dnuovpyelton Gnod v napovsia tdV
{6vtov 100 dofeotiov, td Omola of younAic Beppoxpaocieg 8év unopodv va pe-
taxivnBodyv dnd td pvika {vidia otig kvotideg T00 capxonAaouatikod dikTow-
100, Tpokalmdvtag Etol pid Evrovn poikn ovonacn. ‘H taxvtnta tdv Proxnut-
K®V Aettovpyl®v post mortem, napovstalet wa adénon Syt povo otd GAGKAN-
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pa oeayle GAAa kai otd teudylo adtdv of Bepuoxpasia katw td@v + 10°C kai
uaiiote otovg -1°C Eva udEuovp.

S@pFEpe
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