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UNSOLVED MYSTERIES: The Disappearance of Madeleine McCann 

Antheia Koudouna & Maria Demiri 

 

Abstract 

The disappearance of Madeleine McCann remains one of the most high-profile and mysterious 

missing child cases in modern history. Despite extensive international investigations and 

numerous reported sightings, the truth behind her disappearance continues to elude authorities. 

This presentation explores key aspects of the case, including eyewitness testimonies, timeline 

discrepancies, and the role of media and forensic evidence. Our aim is to shed light on the known 

facts and raise awareness about the ongoing efforts and challenges in resolving such tragic and 

complex cases. 
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1. Introduction 

Madeleine McCann, a British child, disappeared on May 3, 2007, from a holiday apartment in Praia 

da Luz, Portugal. Her disappearance sparked a global media frenzy and one of the most expensive 

missing-person investigations in history. This presentation reviews the timeline of events, critical 

eyewitness reports, and investigation efforts by both Portuguese and British authorities. 

2. Background & Basic Information 

Madeleine was described by police as having blonde hair, blue-green eyes, a small brown spot on 

her left calf, and a distinctive dark strip on her iris. The family was on vacation in Portugal when 

she vanished just days before her fourth birthday. 

3. Timeline of the Disappearance 

3.1 May 3, 2007 - The Day of Disappearance 

- During breakfast, Madeleine asked her parents, “Why didn’t you come when [my brother] and I 

cried last night?”, raising suspicions of an intruder. 

- The family spent the morning at the resort’s Club and later relaxed by the pool. The last known 

photo of Madeleine was taken at 14:29. 

- At 20:30, the McCanns left their apartment (5A) to dine at a nearby tapas restaurant. The patio 

doors were left unlocked for easier access. 

3.2 Nighttime Checks 

- Around 21:05: Gerry McCann checked on the children; all appeared fine, though he noticed the 

bedroom door more open than he had left it. 



- Around 21:15: Jane Tanner reported seeing a man carrying a child near the apartment. 

4. Eyewitness Accounts 

4.1 The Tanner Sighting 

Jane Tanner saw a man carrying a child in pink floral pajamas similar to Madeleine’s. This was 

initially considered a vital lead but later attributed to another guest collecting his own daughter. 

4.2 The Smith Sighting 

At around 22:00, the Smith family saw a man carrying a barefoot blonde girl wearing light-colored 

pajamas, walking away from the Ocean Club. This sighting was later prioritized by investigators. 

5. Discovery of Disappearance 

At 22:00, Kate McCann discovered Madeleine was missing. The patio doors were open, and the 

window and shutters in the children’s bedroom were ajar. Madeleine’s toy and blanket remained 

on the bed, but she was gone. 

6. The Investigation 

- Involved both Portuguese and British police. 

- DNA testing (including Low Copy Number testing) and the use of police dogs were employed. 

- Despite extensive efforts, no conclusive evidence of Madeleine’s fate has been found. 

7. False Leads and Media Attention 

Over the years, multiple individuals claimed to be Madeleine, including Julia Faustyna. However, 

DNA tests have consistently ruled out these claims. 

8. Conclusion 

Madeleine McCann’s case remains unsolved despite widespread efforts, media attention, and 

ongoing investigations. Her disappearance continues to serve as a stark reminder of the 

vulnerabilities children face and the importance of international cooperation in such cases. 
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