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Real world word learning: Exploring the development
of children’s lexical representations

AsiMINA M. RaLLI!

JULIE E. DOCKRELL?

The ability to acquire new words draws on cognitive, linguistic and social
ABSTRACT competencies. Assessments of lexical acquisition are often limited to studies using

multiple choice comprehension measures in contrived experimental contexts. To
address these limitations the current study assessed the ways in which children developed their semantic
representations of animal and artefact terms. Children differed in their knowledge of the target terms and
experienced different linguistic exposures over a four week period. One hundred and thirty preschool children
(mean age = 5;6) were randomly assigned to five conditions (one control and four experimental conditions).
For the control and the phonological group, the knowledge children acquired about the target words was
assessed at two points, baseline and at a three week follow up. For the remaining experimental groups their
understanding of the terms was assessed at five points in time (baseline, 1st week, 2nd week and 3rd week
post test). A range of assessment tasks were used to assess lexical knowledge: confrontational naming,
multiple choice comprehension measures, sorting, short questions, identification of relations, (association
task) definitions and a story generation task. Children’s word knowledge from the different conditions/groups
was compared across tasks and time. The analysis focused on the depth and breadth of knowledge that the
children acquired for the target words. Independent variables included previous knowledge of the target
words, lexical knowledge of other words from the same semantic domain, semantic domain of the target
words and type of lexical exposure. There were subtle and complex effects of the different exposure contexts
for word learning. Children’s performance was significantly better for items that were partially represented
than for the unknown words. Children’s existing vocabulary knowledge for animals was positively correlated
with the acquisition of the target words describing animals. However, this was not the case for artefacts. The
assessments of word knowledge revealed different aspects of depth in lexical knowledge.
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1. Introduction

Children’s ability to acquire new words
challenges our understanding of teaching and
learning. Children appear to rapidly acquire many
new words during the preschool period, but later
acquisition can be slower. It is estimated that
between 10.000-16.000 words are acquired before
the age of six, and this equates to a rate of
approximately eight to nine words per day, or one
word every waking hour (Markman, 1990). Many
new words are acquired incidentally from verbal or
written contexts rather than through explicit
vocabulary instruction (Penno, Wilkinson & Moore,
2002).Young children can grasp aspects of the
meaning of a new word on the basis of a few
incidental exposures, without any explicit training
or feedback. This skill has been described as “fast
mapping” (Carey 1978. Carey & Bartlett, 1978.
Dockrell & Campbell, 1986. Heibeck & Markman,
1987. Rice and Woodsmall, 1988). The extent to
which “fast mapping” generalizes beyond highly
controlled or simplified situations or for a certain
type of words is a matter of debate (Deak &
Wagner, 2003. Dockrell, Braisby & Best, 2007).

Lexical acquisition is a complex phenomenon
that extends beyond the simple mapping of
meanings to word referents (Deak, 2000. Deak &
Wagner, 2003). Learning the full conventional
meaning of a word may take months or even years
and is characterized by reorganization of lexical
categories that continues well after the entry of
new words into the vocabulary (Ameel, Malt &
Storms, 2008). In order for the child to complete
the acquisition process, knowledge of the relevant
information about words (pronunciation, syntax,
meaning, communication of the message) must
be represented in the mind. An interesting attempt
to determine the nature of these representations
(mental lexicon) was offered by Lyons (1977) who
proposed a distinction between reference,
denotation and sense. Reference of a word is the
thing or the things picked out by the word on a
particular occasion of use. Denotation indicates
the entire class of entities associated with a word.
Sense describes the ways in which words are
related to one another in the lexicon.

However, in order for the child to complete the

acquisition process a variety of other factors, (the
linguistic input, the partial knowledge and the
semantic domain of the target words), play also a
significant role. The recent findings about those
parameters are discussed in the following sections.

The role of input for word learning

Hoff and Naigles (2002) suggested that lexical
acquisition is a data-crunching process and
conversation is a delivery mechanism whose
value lies, to a substantial degree, in the nature of
the data that it delivers. More, specifically, this
data-providing-view of input proposes that three
different data-providing properties of input are
related to children’s vocabulary development:
frequency of presentation, number of different
words, and richness and variety of linguistic
environments in which the words are placed.

Children can use their (sometimes partial)
understanding of the words and the structure of the
utterance in which an unknown word is placed, to
make inferences about the referent of that novel word
(Hoff & Naigles, 2002). The amount of variation in the
lexical richness and syntactic complexity of the
utterances that children are exposed to, accounts for
a significant proportion of variation in productive
vocabularies (Akhtar & Tomasello, 2000. Bloom,
2000. Hirsh-Pasek, & Golinkoff, 2000. Hoff & Naigles,
2002). Experimental studies have also demonstrated
that 2- and 3- year old children can use the
surrounding sentence as a source of information
about word reference and meaning (Dockrell &
McShane, 1990. Gillette et al., 1999. Prasada & Choy,
1998). Experimental data from children aged 4-6 has
shown that young children can attend the syntax of a
word and the linguistic context when determining
what the word means (Best, Dockrell & Braisby, 2006.
Ralli & Dockrell, 2005).

Multiple exposures to lexical items may
support learning by providing the children with a
range of linguistic contexts. It is well documented
that children require cross-situational information
to develop lexical representations as this can
reveal more aspects of a given’s word’s meaning
(Fisher et al., 1994. Pinker, 1989). Thus, each
presentation provides new information about
word meaning (Akhtar & Montague, 1999.
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Gleitman, 1990. Hoff & Naigles, 2002. Naigles,
1996. Waxman & Markow, 1998).

The role of partial knowledge for word
leaning

In order for children to complete the acquisition
process they must learn at least four things: (1)
phonological output representation, (b) the syntactic
properties of the word, (3) the sense of the word and
(4) how the word is used to communicate one’s
intended message (Carey, 1978). Ultimately each
representation will be subject to continual revision as
the children encounter different examples of the
intended referent. Given a hypothesis space and one
or more examples of a novel’s word referents, the
learner evaluates all hypotheses for candidate word
meanings by computing their posterior probabilities,
proportional to the product of prior probabilities and
likelihoods (Tenenbaum & Xu, 2000).

Few studies have attempted to operationalise
this process by considering the role of children’s
prior knowledge of the target words for the
development of their semantic representations.
Ameel, Malt and Storms (2008) found substantial
evolution in the use of common nouns (partially
known names for objects) well past the early years
of language acquisition. Gradual convergence to
adult meaning was achieved through addition of
new words to the vocabulary as well as through
extended reorganizations of existing categories.
Computer simulations have similarly demonstrated
that the use of partial linguistic knowledge to
constrain hypotheses, combined with the ability to
extract commonalities across different situations of
use can result in enhanced lexical acquisition (Siskind,
1996). Thus, the child’s previous understanding of a
lexical item is likely to play a key role in the subsequent
development of the terms’ meaning.

The role of semantic domain of the words

Another important parameter in word learning
is the semantic complexity of the words that
children encounter. Animals and artefacts are two
ontological categories which have been used by
many studies (e.g. Keil, 1989) to explore this
issues. There is now a substantial literature,

indicating that by 3 or 4 years of age, children
conceptualize animate entities and artefacts in
very different ways. In match-to-sample tasks
animate entities are more likely than artefacts to
prompt young children to go beyond observable
similarity judgments and to make inferences
about the “non-observable” characteristics of
animate entities (Blanchet, Dunham & Dunham,
2001. Gelman, Croff & Panfang, 1998). Such that,
the ontological domain of a labeled object
influences preschoolers’ extension of the novel
word (Braisby, Dockrell & Best, 1999. Keil, 1994).
It has also been documented in the literature that
children as young as three extend novel words
differently depending on the ontological kind of the
object being labeled (Booth & Waxman, 2002). In the
artifact conditions words were extended on shape
alone, while those in the animate conditions were
extended both on shape and texture. Thus, another
important consideration in understanding the
development of children’s semantic representations
is the extent to which different lexical domains
produce different acquisition patterns from
different inputs.

Assessments of lexical knowledge

Researchers typically distinguish between two
aspects of an individual’s vocabulary knowledge:
breadth and depth. Breadth of vocabulary refers to
the size of the mental lexicon and reflects the number
of words that the child has some knowledge of.
However, breadth does not address how well each
of these words is known (Anderson & Freebody,
1981). Depth refers to the richness of knowledge that
the individual possesses about the words. Depth of
lexical knowledge can vary. At the most basic level,
a word can be recognized but not well understood
(Funnell, Hughes & Woodcock, 2006). As a richer
representation is developed, words can be defined in
detail, relations can be made between the word and
other words, multiple meanings of a word can be
learned, and the word can be used in different contexts
(Beck, Mckeown, & Kucan, 2002. Stahl, 1998).

To evaluate depth of lexical knowledge
multiple approaches to assessment are required.
One persistent difficulty is that there are no formal
criteria to judge when a word is known (Beck &
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McKeown, 1991. Dockrell & Messer, 2004). The
most widely used measure of word knowledge in
experimental studies is the multiple-choice format
immediately after the exposure (Elley, 1989.
Robbins & Ehri, 1994). However, word knowledge
assessed from a multiple-choice test only is limited
since children can succeed on such tasks with only
partial knowledge of the items tested. However,
such measures can provide and indication of the
breadth of children’s vocabulary knowledge.
Furthermore, the immediate assessment of
comprehension in this format, which is typically
used in “fast mapping” tasks, provides an
indication of the retention over time of new lexical
items. The nature of lexical knowledge acquired
through a multiple choice comprehension or
production measures provides us with an
important insight into how well a word is known “at
afirst level” (Best, 2003. Ralli, 1999). On the other
hand, depth of lexical knowledge needs to be
investigated through different assessments to
ascertain what has been acquired (Beck &
McKeown, 1991. Ralli & Dockrell, 2005). Recent
studies have shown the importance of measuring
word learning using multiple tasks in order to tap
both the breadth and the depth of word
knowledge (Best, Dockrell & Braisby, 2006. Ralli &
Dockrell, 2005). Ralli and Dockrell (2005) have
proposed that the synthesis of various
approaches provides the most comprehensive
indicator of a child’s lexical knowledge. The
current study extends this approach to examining
lexical acquisition by evaluating children’s
performance for new lexical items on tasks which
assess both depth and breadth of vocabulary
knowledge over time.

The current study develops Hoff's & Naigles’s
(2002) hypothesis by examining two of the three
data-providing  properties. Frequency of
presentation is investigated by including four
experimental conditions and one control where
the frequency of presentation of the target words
varies by condition. The importance of the
linguistic input was examined by exposing
children to different linguistic contexts in which
novel words were introduced. The choice of the
different linguistic contexts is informed by findings
about the ways in which sentence frames and

context support lexical learning. Three different
exposures formats were considered: Ostensive
definition, Lexical contrast and Definition.
Ostensive definition support children’s lexical
learning and have been particularly successful in
acquisition of complex terms (Gottfried & Tonks,
1996). Also, preschool children can successfully
use lexical contrast to establish the meanings of
new terms of contrast to infer the meanings of
novel words (Carey, 1978. Dockrell & Campbell,
1986) while older school age children can learn
words from a single definition (Dickinson, 1984.
Weizman & Snow, 2001). To ensure that
children’s learning was not simply explained by
repeated exposure to a novel phonological form,
a phonological comparison condition was
included.

The extent, to which children’s word learning
process is moderated also by within child and
lexical factors, was investigated by examining
children’s previous lexical knowledge and
controlled the semantic domains of the target
terms. Taking into account findings from other
studies that were previously mentioned (Braisby &
Dockrell, 1999. Keil, 1994. Siskind, 1996) the
present study explores the role of children’s prior
knowledge as well as the semantic domain of the
target words. Last, in order to investigate the
incremental development of lexical representations,
target items were identified on the basis of the
children’s current level of knowledge - half the items
were unknown to the children and for the remaining
half the children were deemed to have partial
representations of the new terms-. Multiple
methods of assessing word knowledge were used
to tap the depth and breadth of the children’s
developing lexical representations.

2. Purpose of the present study

The current study aimed to extend our
understanding of lexical acquisition in pre-school
children by using naturalistic exposures to novel
words to tap children’s developing representations
of animal and artefact terms. Terms were
introduced in different linguistic contexts, pho-
nological, ostensive definition, lexical contrast,
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Table 1
Characteristics of the sample

Age Boys Girls | Total
Groups

Range Mean 13 13 26
Control 4.10-6.00 5 yrs 5 months 13 13 26
Phonological 4.10-5.11 5 yrs 3 months 13 13 26
Ostensive Definition 4.10-5.08 5 yrs 3 months 13 13 26
Lexical contrast 4.11-6.00 5 yrs 6 months 13 13 26
Definition 4.11-5.09 5 yrs 3 months 13 13 26
TOTAL 130

definition. The choice of the certain linguistic 3. Method

contexts is based on certain findings
demonstrating the supportive role they have on
word learning and were discussed in the previous
section It was also hypothesized that naturalistic
exposure to  cross-situational information
(experimental groups) as opposed to single
exposures (control group) would reveal more
aspects of a given’s word’s meaning (Fisher et al.,
1994. Pinker, 1989). Based on the literature,
indicating that the ontological domain of a labeled
object influences preschoolers’ extension of the
novel word (Braisby, Dockrell & Best, 1999. Keil,
1994, Siskind, 1996. Ameel, Malt & Storms, 2008)
it was also predicted that the impact of lexical input
would vary between animal and artefact terms, and
that children would acquire animal terms more
readily. To examine the effect of children’s previous
knowledge of the lexical items children were
presented with unknown and partially represented
items.

Acquisition was monitored over a four week
period. Performance was evaluated across a
range of tasks (naming, multiple choice,
association, short questions (world knowledge
and categorization), lexical contrast, definition
and story generation) over time in order to tap the
breath and depth of word knowledge. It was
hypothesized that children’s performance would
differ by the type of task.

Participants

Two hundred and fifty children between 5 and
6 years old from five primary schools in London,
drawing from a mixed socio economic background,
were screened to assess their knowledge of the
target items. All the children had English as their
first language. Children’s knowledge of the four
target words (2 were of high frequency and 2 were
of low frequency) was assessed on two different
pretest measurements: (a) naming and (b) multiple
choice tasks. To be included in the study, children
needed: (a) to fail in the naming and multiple choice
task for both the low frequency words and (b) to
succeed in the multiple choice and fail the naming
task for both the high frequency words. One
hundred and thirty children met the entry criteria to
the study. All the children who participated in the
study had a mean age: 5; 6, (range 4;10- 6; 0), 65
were boys and 65 were girls (Table 1).

4. Materials and Measurements
The target lexical items

Four target items were identified; two were
animal terms (ostrich and mole) and two were
artefact terms (ladle and stool). For each domain
one item was a high frequency word (mole for
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Table 2
Tasks assessing lexical knowledge for the four target words

Measurement

What does it measure

Description of the
measurements

1. Naming task

Phonological knowledge

“What is this?”

. Multiple choice task

Non-verbal knowledge

“Can you show me the x?”

. Association task

Semantic knowledge

“What goes best with the x?”

H|W(IN

. Short questions task
a. World knowledge quest.

b. Categorisation quest.

Semantic knowledge

Semantic knowledge

“Can we find the x in the y
place?”
“Is the x a kind of y?”

5. Lexical contrast task

Semantic knowledge

Can you tell me something else
which is different from the y?”

(=2}

. Definition task

Metalinguistic knowledge

“What do you think an x is?”

~

. Story generation task

understanding

Spontaneous production and

“Can you make up a story
about the x?”

animals and stool for artefacts) and the other one
was a low frequency word (ostrich for animals and
ladle for artefacts). The items’ word frequency was
based on Thorndike’s and Lorge’s index (1944).

Screening measures

In order to explore the effects of existing
vocabulary knowledge, a vocabulary test
particularly designed for the present study, (based
on Dockrell, Messer & George, 2001) was
employed. The new vocabulary test measured
children’s expressive and receptive vocabulary for
the four target items and a further 18 items, 9
animal terms and 9 artefact terms (Appendix 1).
Thus, the maximum score a child could get for
comprehension and production vocabulary tests
was 18 for each one. ltems were presented on a
laptop computer. The order of presentation was
randomized. Expressive vocabulary was examined
using a picture naming test, while receptive
vocabulary was examined using a multiple choice
test. The naming vocabulary test included the
same items as the comprehension vocabulary test.

Post test measurements

Multiple tasks were developed to tap
children’s word knowledge. The order of the post-
test assessment tasks was preset in the order that
follows in Table 2.

Design

The children were randomly assigned to one of
five experimental conditions. Control and four
experimental conditions (Phonological, Ostensive
definition, Lexical contrast and the Definition). The
number of children in the different conditions was
balanced for age and gender. The children from the
Control condition did not take part in any
intervention.

The experimental assessments took place
after each intervention and children’s word
knowledge was evaluated at four point times
(Screening, 1st week post test, 2nd week post
test, 3rd week post test). The children from the
Control and the Phonological condition were only
assessed at the pre-test and post test 3, while the
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Table 3
Design of the Study
Sc | Session 1 M | Session 2 Session 3

Control Group No intervention - | No intervention Story reading
Phonological v/ | Phonological - | Phonological Story reading
group repetition repetition

«Can you repeat «Can you repeat «Listen to the story

after the puppet?» after the puppet?» that the puppet

will tell yous.

Ostensive v/ | Ostensive v/ | Ostensive Story reading
definition group definition definition

«This is an x».
Lexical contrast v/ | Ostensive v | Lexical contrast Story reading
group definition

«This is an x». «The x is different

from the y and z
because it.....

Definition group v/ | Ostensive v/ | Definition v/ | Story reading v/

definition

«This is an x...» «The x is a...»

Sc.=screening, M = measurement (-) = no measurement v = measurement

children from the other three experimental
conditions (Ostensive definition, Lexical contrast,
Definition) were assessed on two additional
occasions (post test 1 and 2).

5. Procedure

All the tasks were introduced to the children
as “games” where there were no right or wrong
answers. Each session lasted around 20 minutes.
Children were tested in four separate sessions,
one week apart.

The first session included two pre-test

measurements: (a) Prior lexical knowledge which
measured children’s receptive and expressive
vocabulary knowledge of lexical items from the
same semantic domains as the target words; (b)
the target vocabulary pre-test which was
described in the participants’ section.

The children in the Control condition received
no further assessments until the final session. The
children in the Phonological condition during the
first two sessions (screening and post test 1)
repeated the new terms in the context of a
copying game.

The remaining three experimental groups
were exposed to different linguistic contexts
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Children’s performance (means, sds ano-lr a:tc':!:i.:tical comparisons) on the screening test

Comprehension Naming

Mean Sd Mean Sd T Slg-
Control 16 1.11 12 1.83 12.2 0.000
Phon. Control 16.19 1.76 12.30 2.86 11.4 0.000
Ostens. Definition 16.50 1.24 11.88 1.92 115 0.000
Lex. Contrast 15.54 1.55 13 2.43 5.3 0.000
Definition 16.81 1.57 13.92 1.78 7.6 0.000
throughout three consecutive sessions. As 6. Results

shown in Table 3, the order of exposure to the
different linguistic contexts was structured in
such a way that children were given additional
information about the meaning of the word in
each subsequent session.

Apart from the control condition, the children
in the phonological condition received mainly
phonological information about the target words,
and the children in the ostensive definition
condition received only a name for the target
words. On the other hand, the children in the
lexical contrast condition received additional
information about the semantic category of the
target words while the Definition condition was
the one that provided the children with the most
information about the target words.

For all the children, the last session consisted
of a story reading session where the four stories
that were read to them, included the following
information for the target words: (a) Description/
what it can do; (b) where it can be found; (c) be
kind of a superordinate category. Also, each of
the target words appeared an equal number of
times (three) in each story and was also
presented in relation to other items for the same
semantic category. After each exposure to story
readings, children’s word knowledge was
assessed in seven post test tasks which were
presented before in Table 2.

The present study had mixed within-subjects
(time of testing, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd) and between-
subjects design (exposure group, the prior lexical
knowledge the semantic domain and prior
knowledge of the target lexical items). All children
were exposed to four terms.

The results are reported in five sections. The
first section describes children’s existing
vocabulary knowledge and word learning, the
second section examines the role of input on
children’s word learning, the third section
examines the impact of prior lexical knowledge on
word learning, the fourth section examines the
differential impact of semantic domains and the
final section considers the depth of the children’s
vocabulary acquisition.

Baseline measures established that all the
children who took part in the study met the entry
criteria, that is they failed both on the multiple
choice comprehension and production measures
for the low frequency items and passed the
comprehension task but failed the production test
for the high frequency items. In general, non-
parametric statistics were applied, since the
conditions for using parametric tests were not
satisfied. Only in a few cases where the variances
among groups were equal (according to Levene
test) parametric statistics were used.
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Table 5
Children’s performance (means and sds) on the screening tests (existing naming and
comprehension vocabulary knowledge) for each subgroup

Groups Naming Comprehension
Mean SD Mean SD

Control

High level 14.14 (0.377) 17.22 (0.44)

Low level 11.21 (1.47) 15.4 (0.795)
Phonological

High level 14.4 (0.726) 17.35 (0.497)

Low level 11.17 (2.94) 14.83 (1.74)
Ostensive definition

High level 14.75 (9.57) 17.40 (0.507)

Low level 11.36 (1.55) 15.27 (0.786)
Lexical contrast

High level 15.44 (1.33) 17.50 (0.547)

Low level 11.70 (1.79) 14.95 (1.23)
Definition

High level 15.00 (0.866) 17.52 (0.51)

Low level 11.88 (1.16) 14.85 (1.86)

7. Existing vocabulary knowledge
and word learning

Children’s performance on the baseline
vocabulary assessments is presented in Table 4.
The maximum score achievable for the naming
and the comprehension test was 18. As shown in
Table 4 for each of the five conditions children’s
baseline vocabulary for comprehension was
significantly higher than their baseline vocabulary
for naming. Furthermore, no significant differences
were found in success rates among the conditions
for either naming or comprehension.

To identify groups of good and poor namers
and comprehenders children were classified using

their results on the screening measures. Stem and
leaf charts were used to classify children’s
performance on the screening tests into high or
low. Children were placed in the low naming
vocabulary category if they scored between 1-13
and the high naming vocabulary category was
given if they scored between 14-18. Children were
placed in the low comprehension vocabulary if
they scored between 1-16 and in the high level
comprehension if they scored between 17-18
correct responses. Table 5 presents children’s
subgroups’ performance on the screening tests
Overall, children with high existing receptive and
expressive vocabulary knowledge performed better
than the children with low expressive and receptive
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vocabulary knowledge across all the post tests (only
the significant differences will be presented).
Specifically, in the 1st post test children with high
existing  expressive  vocabulary  knowledge
performed significantly better on the naming (Z=2.1,
p<0.05) and the multiple choice tasks (Z=2.4,
p<0.05). Children with high existing receptive
vocabulary knowledge also performed better on the
naming task (Z=2.1, p<0.05). During the 2nd post
test, for those children with high existing receptive
vocabulary  knowledge, performance was
significantly better on the short questions
(categorisation) task (Z=2.89, p<0.005). Also, for
those children with high existing expressive
vocabulary  knowledge performance was
significantly better on the naming (Z=4.64,
p<0.005) and the definition (Z=3.89, p<0.005)
tasks. During the final post test children with high
existing receptive vocabulary performed significantly
better on the short questions (categorisation task)
(£=38.38, p<0.005) and the story generation task (Z=
3.08, p<0.005). For those children with high existing
expressive vocabulary knowledge, performance was
significantly better on the naming (Z=4.01, p<0.005),
short questions (world knowledge) (Z=2.85,
p<0.005) short questions (categorisation) (Z=3.16,
p<0.005) lexical contrast (Z=2.95, p<0.005) and
definition (Z=3.05, p<0.005) tasks.

A series of bivariate correlations were carried
out between children’s existing vocabulary for
animals and artefacts (excluding target items)
and their overall performance on the acquisition
of the new target items. Across the three
sessions there were 24 measures of knowledge
of the new animal terms and 24 measures of
knowledge of the new artefact terms. Children’s
existing vocabulary knowledge for animals
(expressive and receptive vocabulary) was
positively correlated with virtually all measures
tapping the acquisition of the target words
describing animals (31 of the correlations were
significant for animals (see Table 6). In contrast,
children’s existing vocabulary knowledge for
artefacts was not strongly related to the
acquisition of the target words describing
artefacts (11 of the correlations were significant
for artefacts) (see Table 7 for stats).

Overall, children with high existing receptive

and expressive vocabulary knowledge performed
better across tasks and post tests. Furthermore,
children’s existing vocabulary knowledge for
animals (receptive and expressive) was positively
correlated with the acquisition of the target words
describing animals. In contrast, children’s
existing vocabulary knowledge for artefacts
(receptive and expressive) was not strongly
associated with the acquisition of the target
words describing artefacts.

8. The role of input on children’s novel
word learning

To examine children’s word learning
performance by the type of exposure across post
tests, a composite score was constructed; each
child could score a maximum of 32 (8 tasks * 4
items). Three Kruskall-Wallis one-way analyses of
variance were carried out, with group of exposure
as the independent variable and the composite
score for word learning as the dependent
variable. Children’s word learning varied
significantly by the type of exposure across
testing (P1:x2=17.07, df=2, p<0.005]; (P2:
x2=42.04, df=2, p<0.005]; (P3: x=75.39, df=4,
p<0.005]. Table 8 presents descriptive statistics
for each condition across testing.

Further analyses for the 1st post test, revealed
that children in the Ostensive definition condition
performed significantly worse than children in the
Definition (Wilcoxon: Z=2.01, p<0.05) and the
Lexical contrast conditions (Wilcoxon: Z=3.03,
p<0.005) for overall word learning. Post-hoc
analysis for the 2nd post test revealed the same
pattern as in the 1st post test. Again, children in the
Ostensive  definition  condition  performed
significantly worse than children in the Lexical
contrast (OD<LC: Wilcoxon: Z=2.04, p<0.05), and
the Definition conditions [OD<DE group (Wilcoxon:
Z=4.01, p<0.005). Children in the Definition
condition performed significantly better than those
children in the Lexical Contrast condition (Wilcoxon:
Z=3.06, p<0.005). During the 3rd post test, no
significant differences were found between children
in the Control and the Phonological condition or
children in the Phonological and the Ostensive
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Table 6

Correlations between children’s expressive and receptive vocabulary for animals and
performance to the target words describing animals across testing

MEASUREMENTS ExiNaVoAni ExiCoVoAni
Naming (1) 0.3318 (78) p=** 0.3611 (78) p=**
Naming (2) 0.5218 (78) p=*** 0.4181 (78) p=***
Naming (3) 0.4798 (130) p=*** 0.3276 (130) p=***

Multiple choice (1)
Multiple choice (2)
Multiple choice (3)

0.4389 (78) p=***
0.4938 (78) p=***
0.2710 (130) p=**

0.4709 (78) p=**
0.5179 (78) p=***
0.2545 (130) p=**

Definition (1)
Definition (2)
Definition (3)

0.3496 (78) p=**
0.4533 (78) p=***
0.3743 (130) p=***

0.3002 (78) p=**
0.3022 (78) p= **
0.3093 (130) p=***

Association (1)
Association (2)
Association (3)

0.1871 (78) p=0.101
0.0791 (78) p=0.491
0.3150 (130) p=***

0.2501 (78) p=*
0.1572 (78) p=0.169
0.1630 (130) p=0.064

Lexical contrast (1)
Lexical contrast (2)
Lexical contrast (3)

0.0319 (78) p=0.782
0.3417 (78) p=**
0.3129 (130) p=***

0.0319 (78) p=0.782
0.2002 (78) p=0.079
0.1616 (130) p=0.066

Story generation (1)
Story generation (2)
Story generation (3)

0.1040 (78) p=0.365
0.2214 (78) p= *
0.2883 (130) p=**

0.0716 (78) p=0.534
0.2771 (78) p=*
0.2843 (130) p=**

Categorisation question (1)
Categorisation question(2) 0.3078 (78) p= **
Categorisation question (3) 0.3343 (130) p=***
World knowledge question (1) 0.3315 (78) p=** 0.1214
(
(

0.0293(78) p=0.799 0.0947 (78) p=0.410
0.2727 (78) p=*

(
(
0.2542 (130) p=**
(
(
(

78) p=0.290
World knowledge question (2) 0.1500 (78) p=0.190 0.1170 78)p 0.308
World knowledge question (3) 0.3652 (130) p=*** 0.2055 (130) p

Abbreviations: ExiNaVoAni=Existing Naming Vocabulary for animals; ExiCoVoAni=Existing Comprehension
Vocabulary knowledge for animals; (1) =Post test 1; (2) Post test 2; (3) =Post test 3.
*=p<0.05, **=p<0.01, ***=p<0.001
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Table 7

Correlations between children’s expressive and receptive vocabulary for artifacts
and performance to the target words describing artefacts across testing

MEASUREMENTS ExiNaVoAni ExiCoVoAni
Naming (1) 0.1863 (78) p=0.102 0.2061 (78) p=0.070
Naming (2) 0.2716 (78) p=* 0.1985 (78) p=0.081
Naming (3) 0.2255 (130) p=* 0.1057 (130) p=0.232

Multiple choice (1)
Multiple choice (2)
Multiple choice (3)

0.1491 (78) p=0.193
0.1727 (78) p=0.131
-0.1522 (130) p=0.084

0.1346 (78) p=0.240
0.1310 (78) p=0.253
0.0698 (130) p=0.430

Definition (1)
Definition (2)
Definition (3)

0.0767 (78) p=0.504
0.1920 (78) p=0.092
0.2227 (130) p=*

-0.0517 (78) p=0.653
0.2713 (78) p=*
0.117 (130) p=0.182

Association (1)
Association (2)
Association (3)

0.0717 (78) p=0.533
0.1976 (78) p=0.083
0.1722 (130) p=*

0.1166 (78) p=0.309
0.858 (78) p=0.455
0.0168 (130) p=0.849

Lexical contrast (1)

0.1421 (78) p=0.215

0.1278 (78) p=0.265

Lexical contrast (2)

0.1427 (78) p=0.213

0.0160 (78) p=0.889

Lexical contrast (3)

0.0729 (130) p=0.410

0.1871 (130) p<*

Story generation (1)
Story generation (2)
Story generation (3)

0.2408 (78) p=*
0.0998 (78) p=0.385
0.1551 (130) p=0.078

0.0071 (78) p=0.950
0.0765 (78) p=0.506
0.1031 (130) p=0.243

Categorization question (1)
Categorization question (2)
Categorization question (3)
World knowledge question (1)
World knowledge question (2)

World knowledge question (3)

0.0015 (78) p=0.990
0.1201 (78) p=0.295
0.1525 (130) p=0.083
0.0839 (78) p=0.465
0.1965 (78) p

0.3944 (130) p=***

0.1672 (78) p=0.143
0.1929 (78) p=0.091
0.1912 (130) p

0.0015 (78) p=0.989
0.0774 (78) p=0.501
0.1974 (130) p=*

Abbreviations: ExiNaVoArti=Existing Naming Vocabulary for artifacts; ExiCoVoArti=Existing Comprehension
Vocabulary for artifacts; (1) =Post test 1; (2) Post test 2; (3) =Post test 3.
*=p<0.05, **=p<0.01, ***=p<0.001
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Table 8
Children’s overall word learning by group of exposure across testing
Groups Posttest 1 | Median | Mode | Posttest2 | Median | Mode | Post test 3 | Median | Mode
Mean (sd) Mean (sd) Mean (sd)
Control 12.4 (5.3) 13 13
Phonological 14.3 (5.6) 15 15
Ostensive 13.04 (4.7) 13.50 14 13.50 (4.6) 13 11 16.04 (5.9) 17 11
definition
Lexical 16.1 (4.6) 16 13 18.5 (4.9) 18.50 17 21.6 (4.2) 21 21
contrast
Definition 18.6 (3.8) 18.50 15 24.2 (3.1) 24.50 25 26.7 (2.1) 27.50 28

definition conditions on overall word learning. In
contrast, children in the Control condition performed
significantly worse than the children in the Ostensive
definition (Wilcoxon: Z=2.03, p<0.05), the Lexical
contrast (Wilcoxon: Z=5.1, p<0.005) and the
Definition conditions (Wilcoxon: Z=6.1, p<0.005).
The children from the Phonological condition
performed significantly worse than the children in
the Lexical contrast (Wilcoxon: Z=4.4, p<0.005)
and the Definition conditions (Wilcoxon: Z=6.1,
p<0.005). The children from the Ostensive definition
condition performed significantly worse than those
from the Lexical contrast (Wilcoxon: Z=3.4,
p<0.005) and the Definition conditions (Wilcoxon:
Z=5.7, p<0.005). Last, the children from the
Definition condition performed significantly better
than those from the Lexical contrast condition
(Wilcoxon: Z=4.2, p<0.005). Three analyses of
covariance were carried out to explore whether
existing vocabulary knowledge was a significant
factor in post test performance. The covariates were
the existing receptive and expressive vocabulary
raw scores, with exposure condition (Control,
Phonological, Ostensive definition, Lexical contrast,
Definition)® as the independent variable and the
composite score on word learning as the dependent
variable.

A significant effect of condition was found F
(1,73)=5.1, p<0.05) for the 1st post test,
demonstrating that the children from the
Definition condition still performed better than the
children from the other conditions when
controlling existing receptive and expressive
vocabulary. A similar pattern was found for the
2nd and 3rd post tests, with group of exposure
still having a significant effect (P2: F (1,73)=28.6,
p<0.005); P3: F (1,123)=32.2, p<0.005)

Input had a significant role in the children’s
overall word learning across post tests. This was
particularly evident for children in the Lexical
contrast and Definition conditions. Both these
conditions resulted in significantly enhanced
performance than the Ostensive definition,
Phonological and Control conditions. The best
performance was observed by the children in the
Definition condition.

9. The impact of prior lexical knowledge
on word learning

The impact of the children’s prior knowledge for
the lexical items was examined across the testing
sessions. During post test 1, children’s performance

3. For the 1st and the 2nd post test only the last three groups were included in the group variable.
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Figure 1
Correct responses (%) across tasks over time

was significantly better for the partially represented
items than for the unknown words for naming
(£=3.98, p<0.005), short questions (world
knowledge) (Z=4.31, p<0.005), short questions
(categorisation) (Z=2.88, p<0.005), and story
generation (Z=2.23, p<0.05) tasks. The same
pattern was evident for naming (Z=2.29, p<0.005),
short questions (world knowledge) (Z=2.27,
p<0.05), and categorisation (Z=2.09, p<0.05), tasks
during post test 2. During the 3rd post test, the
pattern of differential performance was retained for
naming (Z=5.24, p<0.000), short questions
(categorisation) (Z=3.03, p<0.005), short questions
(world knowledge) (Z=3.05, p<0.005) and definition
(Z=2.11, p<0.05) tasks.

In general, partially represented lexical items
provided a benefit for the more complex tasks
such as naming, definition and both the short
questions tasks, whereas no benefit of partial
representations was evident for the multiple
choice comprehension measure, association and
lexical contrast tasks.

10. The differential impact of semantic
domains

Analysis of children’s performance across
tasks by semantic domain indicated that
performance for animal terms was significantly
better than for artefacts on the naming task (P1:
Z=3.5, p<0.005; P2: Z=3.2, p<0.005; P3:
Z=3.8, p<0.005), on the lexical contrast task
(P1: Z=2.2, p<0.05; P3: Z=4.6, p<0.005) and
on the story generation task on the 3rd post test
(Z=2.80, p<0.005). Artefact terms resulted in
significantly better performance, compared to
animal terms, in the short questions (world
knowledge) across post tests (P1: Z=0.51,
p<0.005; P2: Z=.52, p<0.005; P3: Z=0.75,
p<0.005), and on the definition task during the
1st post test (Z=3.00, p<0.005). No significant
differences were found for children’s
performance on the multiple choice, short
questions (categorisation questions) and
association tasks.
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11. Depth of vocabulary acquisition

Comparison of children’s performance across
the different assessments provided a metric of
depth of vocabulary knowledge. Figure 1
presents children’s performance across
measurements over time.

As Figure 1 shows children’s performance
varied by the type of measurement across testing.
Children’s performance on the multiple choice
comprehension measures (short questions -
world knowledge-association and definition tasks)
was the most accurate and this relative advantage
for these measures held across time with the best
performance in the last measurement. In contrast,
the naming, lexical contrast, story generation and
short questions (categorization) tasks produced
lower levels of accuracy in all three sessions.

A series of Friedman Two Way ANOVAs were
conducted across the measures to further
examine these patterns of performance.
Children’s performance differed statistically
significantly across the measures (P1: x2= 190.4,
df=7, p<0.005; P2: x2=158.2, df=7, p<0.005;
P3: x2=276.5, df=7, p<0.005).

In addition, separate Wilcoxon tests were
carried out to examine the differences among
tasks. The patterns of significant differences
between tasks are presented in three different
diagrams. In each diagram the length of the panel
indicates the relative performance for the groups
on a particular task, the longer the base the more
children were successful, and thus tasks towards
the base of the triangle indicate greater levels of
success. Where tasks are aligned this indicates
there were no significant differences in
performance. The pattern of significant differences
between tasks for post test 1 is presented in
Diagram 1.

As Diagram 1 shows, at the 1st post test
children’s performance on the multiple choice
and comprehension measures was significantly
better than all the other tasks. The association
task also resulted in increased levels of success.
The definition task resulted in more successful
performance than the lexical contrast, story
generation and short questions (categorization)
tasks. Children’s performance was also

significantly better on short questions (world
knowledge), naming, lexical contrast and story
generation tasks than the short questions
(categorization) task (see Table 9 for stats).

As Diagram 2 shows there were similar
patterns during the 2nd post test, with performance
on the multiple choice comprehension measures
and the association task resulting in high levels of
performance. However, greater differentiation is
now evidenced on the tasks demanding more
depth of knowledge of the lexical item and flexible
use of the terms. Thus, performance on the story
generation task and the categorization task was
particularly poor (see Table 10 for stats).

Diagram 3 presents the significant differences
between the tasks during post test 3.

The pattern of responses for post test 3 is
similar to that of post test 2. However, at this point
the relative advantage of the association task
above other measures has been lost. Further
differentiation is evident for the tasks demanding
more depth of knowledge of the lexical item and
flexible use of the terms. At this point performance
on the naming and the lexical contrast tasks is
poorer than definitions, short questions (world
knowledge) and association tasks (see Table 11
for stats).

In sum, over time the breadth of children’s
word knowledge as measured by the forced
choice multiple choice comprehension measure
is maintained, but greater differentiation is evident
in the children’s ability to respond to the more
complex measures.

12. Discussion

The purpose of the present study was to
extend our understanding of lexical acquisition in
pre-school children by using natural situational
exposures to tap into children’s developing
representations of animal and artefact terms over
a period of four weeks. The ways in which their
existing vocabulary knowledge, their prior
knowledge of the target words, as well as the type
of exposure impacted on performance, was also
addressed to provide an overall picture of the
young children as word learners. In order to
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Diagram 1
Pattern of success across tasks during post test 1

Table 9
Statistical comparison of children’s performance between tasks during post test 1
Naming | M.choice |Association| Contrast Story  |Definition| Sh. Qu. (wk) | Sh. Qu. (ca)
generation
Naming 7=6.7
M.choice | p<0.000
Association| Z=4.6 Z=39
p<0.000 | p<0.005
Contrast ns 7=6.4 Z=5.03
p<0.000 | p<0.000
Story ns Z=6.5 Z=5.04 7=22
generation p<0.000 p<0.000 p<0.05
Definition ns Z=6.1 7=3.8 Z=3.1
p<0.000 | p<0.005 p<0.005
Sh. Qu. (wk) ns 7=6.9 Z=49
p<0.000 | p<0.000
Sh. Qu. (ca)| Z=5.7 7=76 7=72 7=52 Z=38 7=6.2 Z=58
p<0.000 | p<0.000 | p<0.000 | p<0.000 | p<0.005 | p<0.000 | pP<0.000

Abbreviations: M.choice=Multiple choice; Sh.qu. (wk)=Short question world knowledge; .Sh. qu. (ca) =Short
question categorisation; ns = not significant
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Diagram 2
Pattern of success across tasks during post test 2

Table 10
Statistical comparison of children’s performance between tasks during post test 2
Naming | M.choice |Association| Contrast Story  |Definition| Sh. Qu. (wk)| Sh. Qu. (ca)
generation
Naming 7=6.6
M.choice | p<0.000
Association| Z=5.2 Z=33
p<0.000 | p<0.005
Contrast 7=2.8 7=6.6 Z=538
p<0.005 | p<0.000 p<0.000
Story 7=34 7=6.6 Z=6.1
generation | p<0.005 | p<0.000 p<0.000
Definition Z=19 Z=54 7=34 Z=42 Z=45 Z7=5.08
p<0.05 | p<0.005 | p<0.005 | p<0.000 | p<0.000 p<0.000
Sh. Qu. (wk)| Z=1.9 7=64 7=43 7=42 Z=41 Z=47
p<0.05 | p<0.000 | p<0.000 | p<0.000 | p<0.000 p<0.000
Sh. Qu. (ca)| Z=37 Z=741 Z=67
p<0.005 | p<0.000 | p<0.000

Abbreviations: M.choice=Multiple choice; Sh.qu. (wk)=Short question world knowledge; .Sh. qu. (ca) =Short
question categorisation; ns = not significant
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Diagram 3
Pattern of success across tasks during post test 3

Table 11
Statistical comparison of children’s performance between tasks during post test 3
Naming | M.choice |Association| Contrast Story  |Definition| Sh. Qu. (wk) [ Sh. Qu. (ca)
generation
Naming 7=8.3
M.choice | p<0.000
Association| Z=5.2 Z=51
p<0.000 | p<0.000
Contrast Z=4.03 7=8.2 Z=6.9
p<0.005 | p<0.000 | p<0.000
Story 2=52 2=8.6 2=75
generation | p<0.000 | p<0.000 p<0.000
Definition 7=37 2=6.6 Z=19 Z=58 7=72 Z=73
p<0.005 | p<0.000 | p<0.000 | p<0.000 | p<0.000 p<0.000
Sh. Qu. (wk)| Z=3.9 2=72 Z=6.3 7=76 Z=8.1
p<0.005 | p<0.000 p<0.000 | p<0.000 p<0.000
Sh. Qu. (ca)| Z=55 Z=91 Z=79
p<0.000 | p<0.000 | p<0.000

Abbreviations: M.choice=Multiple choice; Sh.qu. (wk)=Short question world knowledge; Sh. qu. (ca) =Short
question categorisation; ns = not significant
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detect the multifaceted nature of children’s word
learning patterns, performance was considered
across a range of tasks over time that tap different
levels of representations of the target words.

13. Existing vocabulary knowledge
and word learning

Existing vocabulary knowledge was found to
be related to the children’s performance across
measurements during post tests. Children with
high receptive and expressive vocabulary
knowledge performed better than children with
low receptive and expressive vocabulary
knowledge across tasks. The important role of
existing vocabulary knowledge on word learning
has also been emphasized by other studies
(Dromi, 1996. Mervis & Bertrand, 1994). The effect
of vocabulary size on word learning is what
Stanovich (1986) has called a “Mathew effect”,
where the rich get richer, while the poor get
poorer. He explained it as a reciprocal
relationship; development of vocabulary facilitates
comprehension and comprehension feeds into
vocabulary growth. A rich elaborated knowledge
of words will assist the child’s ability to make
inferences about the meanings of unfamiliar
words, allowing effective use of context cues.
These cues boost incidental learning, thus
expanding the child’s knowledge base.

The semantic domain of the lexical items was
also important in this process. The results
revealed that children’s existing vocabulary
knowledge for animals (expressive and receptive
vocabulary) was positively correlated with the
acquisition of the target words describing
animals. In contrast, children’s existing
vocabulary knowledge for artefacts was not
related to the acquisition of the target artefact
words. The above finding could be seen as
reflecting that the animal domain, (a natural kind),
provides clearly delineated boundaries which link
to animacy. This knowledge of animal kinds
which is established earlier provides the children
with a basis for making hypothesis and drawing
inferences about animal terms. The above
interpretation is supported by other findings

demonstrating that animate entities were more
likely than artefacts to prompt young children to
go beyond observable similarity judgments and
to make inferences about the “non-observable”
characteristics of animate entities (Blanchet,
Dunham & Dunham, 2001. Gelman, Croff &
Panfanqg 1998). In contrast, artefacts do not limit
hypothesis in the same manner as they may
depict a wide range of referents with no clear
conceptual delineations.

14. The role of linguistic context on word
learning

Another important finding of the present study
was the crucial role of the linguistic context in
which the children encountered the terms. The
lexical richness and the syntactic complexity of the
utterances the children were exposed to,
contributed to word learning as this was measured
over time using multiple assessments. The
previous finding supports previous studies (Best,
Dockrell & Braisby, 2006. Carey & Bartlett, 1978.
Dockrell & Campbell, 1986. Gottfried & Tonks,
1996) although in these studies the mappings
between input and use had not been evaluated.
A study that started with evaluating this mapping
between input and use is the study carried out by
Ralli & Dockrell, (2005) where they found that
children’s success on particular tasks reflected the
input received from particular linguistic contexts.
However, the previous study assessed children’s
word knowledge only immediately after exposure
and one week later. The results from the present
study extends Ralli’'s & Dockrell’s (2005) study by
demonstrating that the children performed better
in those tasks were input and assessment
matched as well as that the new word knowledge
was retained and was reorganised over time.

15. The role of prior lexical knowledge
on word learning

In the current study children performed
significantly better on the partially represented
than the unknown words. The children that had
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a partial knowledge of the target words were
better able to learn their name (post test naming
task), to define them (post test definition task)
and to classify them in a category (post test
categorisation questions) than the children that
had no prior knowledge. The findings suggest
that when children have already acquired the
denotation or part of the denotation of a word’s
meaning (success in the multiple choice task for
the partially represented words) they can extend
the acquisition of the denotation of the word
(success on the naming task) and also acquire
the sense of the word’s meaning (success on
the definition and short questions task). This
was not found to be true when the words were
totally unknown for the children. The above
results support the findings of Siskind (1996)
and Ameel, Malt and Storms (2008), who
demonstrated that the use of partial linguistic
knowledge to constrain hypotheses can result
in lexical acquisition.

16. Depth of vocabulary acquisition

The current study extends previous work by
examining the ways in which children
comprehend, produce and use a new term across
a variety of tasks, providing some light into the
depth of vocabulary acquisition. The synthesis of
various approaches to measuring lexical
knowledge demonstrated that word knowledge
and the child’s ability to utilise this new
knowledge falls along a continuum (see also Ralli
& Dockrell, 2005). The children’s performance on
the multiple choice comprehension measures,
association and short questions (world
knowledge) tasks, was the most accurate and this
relative advantage for these measures held
across times of measurement with the best
performance in the last measurement (see
Diagrams 1,2,3). In contrast, the naming,
definition, lexical contrast, story generation and
short questions (categorization) tasks produced
lower levels of accuracy in all three sessions.
Importantly, the relative difficulty of these
measures changed over time, supporting the view
that there was a reorganization in the children’s

representations of these terms —a reorganization
that was influenced by the number of exposures
they received (see Diagrams 1, 2, 3).

Recently, many studies have acknowledged
that multiple sources of information must
contribute to word learning and have built an
integrative account of how word learning occurs
(Akhtar & Tomasello, 2000. Bloom, 1993, 2000.
Hirsh-Pasek & Golinkoff, 2000). The present study
demonstrated that word learning is a multifaceted
and extended process. The nature of the linguistic
input where the novel word is presented,
children’s existing vocabulary knowledge, as well
as their prior knowledge and the semantic
domain of the target words were found to be very
critical parameters for word learning from context
between five and six years of age.

References

Akhtar, N., & Montague, L. (1999). Early lexical
acquisition: the role of cross-situational learning.
First Language, 19 (57), 347-358.

Akhtar, N., & Tomasello, M. (2000). The social nature of
words and word learning. In R. Golinkoff & K. Hirsh-
Pasek (Eds.), Becoming a word learner: A debate
on lexical acquisition. Oxford, U.K.: Oxford
University Press.

Ameel, E., Malt, B., & Storms, G. (2008). Object naming
and later lexical development: From baby bottle to
beer bottle. Journal of Memory and Language, 58,
262-285.

Anderson, R.C., & Freebody, P. (1981). Vocabulary
knowledge. In J.T. Guthrie (Eds.), Comprehension
and teaching: Research reviews, 17-117. Newark,
DE: International Reading Acquisition.

Beck, I.L., & McKeown, M. (1991). Conditions of
vocabulary acquisition. In R. Barr, M. L. Kamil, P.
Mosenthal & D. D. Pearson (Eds), Handbook of
Reading Research (vol.1). Longman Publishing
Group.

Beck, I. L., McKeown, M. G., & Kucan, L. (2002).
Bringing words to life: Robust vocabulary
instruction. New York: Guilford.

Best, R. (2003). Lexical acquisition in Naturalistic
Contexts. Unpublished doctoral thesis, Southbank
University, London.

Best R., Dockrell J. E., & Braisby N. (2006). Real world-
word learning: Exploring children’s developing



Real world word learning & 21

semantic representations of a science term. British
Journal of Developmental Psychology, 24, 265-
282.

Blanchet, N., Dunham, P. J., & Dunham, F. (2001).
Differences in Preschool Children’s Conceptual
Strategies When Thinking About Animate Entities and
Artefacts. Developmental Psychology, 37(6) 791- 800.

Bloom, L. (1993). The transition from infancy to
language. Acquiring the power of expression. New
York: Cambridge University Press.

Bloom, P. (2000). How children learn the meanings of
words. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

Booth, A. E., & Waxman, S. R. (2002). Word learning is
smart: Evidence that conceptual information affects
pre-schoolers’ extension of novel words. Cognition,
84, B11-B22.

Braisby, N., Dockrell, J. E., & Best, R. M. (1999). Children’s
acquisition of science terms: Does fast mapping
work? In M. Aimren, A. Barrena, M. J. Ezeizabarrena,
I Idiazabal & B.MacWhinney (Eds.), Research on
child language acquisition: Proceedings for the 8th
conference of the International Association for the
Study of Child Language, 1066-1087. Somerville, MA:
Cascadilla Press.

Carey, S. (1978). The child as word learner. In M. Hale,
J. Bresnan & G.A. Miller (Eds), Linguistic theory and
Psychological reality. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

Carey, S. & Bartlett, E. (1978). Acquiring a single new
word. Papers and Reports on Child Language
Development, 15, 17-29.

Deak, G. (2000). Chasing the fox of word meaning: Why
“constraints” fail to capture it. Developmental
Review, 20, 29-80.

Deak, G. O., & Wagner, J. H. (2003). “Slow mapping” in
children’s learning of semantic relations.
Proceedings of the twenty-fifth Annual Conference
of the Cognitive Science Society (pp. 318-323).
London: LEA.

Dickinson, D. (1984). “First impressions: Children’s
knowledge of words gained from a single
exposure”. Applied psycholinguistics, 5, 359-373.

Dockrell, J. E., & Campbell, R. (1986). Lexical
acquisition strategies in the preschool children. In
S.A. Kuczaj and M. D. Barrett (Eds), The
development of word meaning. New York:
Springler-Verlag.

Dockrell, J.E. & McShane, J. (1990). Young children’s
use of phrase structure and inflectional information
in form-class assignments of novel nouns and
verbs. First Language, 10 (29), 127-140.

Dockrell, J. E., & Messer, D. (2004). Lexical acquisition
in the early years. In R. Berman (Eds.), Trends in
Language acquisition Research.

Dockerell, J. E., Braisby, N., & Best (2007). Children’s

acquisition of science terms: simple exposure is
insufficient. Learning and Instruction.17 (6), 577-594.

Dockrell, J. E., Messer D., & George, R. (2001). Patterns
of Naming Objects and Actions in Children With
Word Finding Difficulties. Language and Cognitive
Processes, 16, 261-286.

Dromi, E. (1996). Early lexical development. San Diego
California: Singular Publishing group Inc.

Elley, W. B. (1989). Vocabulary acquisition from
listening to stories. Reading Research Quarterly,
174-187.

Fisher, C., Hall, G., Rakowitz, S., & Gleitman, L. (1994).
When it is better to receive than to give: Syntactic
and conceptual constraints on vocabulary growth.
Lingua, 92, 33-376.

Funnel, E., & Hughes, D., & Woodcock, J. (2004). Age
of acquisition for naming and knowing: A new
hypothesis. Quarterly Journal of Experimental
Psychology, 25, 85-95.

Gelman, A. S., Croff, W., & Panfanq, F. (1998). Why is
pomegranate an apple? The role of shape
taxonomic relatedness, and prior lexical knowledge
in children’s overextensions of apple and dog.
Journal of Child Language, 25, 267-291.

Gillette, J., Gleitman, H., Gleitman, L. & Lederer, A.
(1999).Human simulations of vocabulary learning.
Cognition, 73, 135-176.

Gleitman, L. R. (1990). The structural sources of word
meaning. Language acquisition, 1, 3-55.

Gottfried, G. M., & Tonks, S. J. M. (1996). Specifying the
relation between novel and known: Input affects the
acquisition of novel colour terms. Child
Development, 67, 850-866.

Heibeck, T. H., & Markman, E.M. (1987).Word learning
in children: An examination of fast mapping. Child
Development, 58, 1021-1034.

Hirsh-Pasek, K., Golinkoff, R. M. (2000). The origins of
Grammar: Evidence from Early Language
Comprehension. MIT Press.

Hirsh-Pasek, K., Golinkoff, R. M., Hennon, E.A., &
Maguire, M.J. (2004). Hybrid theories at the frontier
of developmental psychology: The emergentist
coalition model of word learning as a case in point.
In D. G. Hall & S. R. Waxman (Eds.), Weaving a
Lexicon: Cambridge: MIT Press.

Hoff, E., & Naigles, L. (2002). How children use input
to acquire lexicon. Child Development, 73 (2), 418-
433.

Keil, F.C. (1989). Concepts, kinds and cognitive
development. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

Keil, F. C. (1994). The birth and nurturance of concepts
by domains: The origins of concepts of living
things. In L.A. Hirscheld & S.A. Gelman (Eds)
Mapping the Mind: Domain Specificity in Cognition



22 ® Asimina M. Ralli and Julie E. Dockrell

and Culture. New York: Cambridge University
Press.

Lyons, J. (1977). Semantics (vol.1) Cambridge,
UK.Cambridge University Press.

Markman, E. M., (1990). Constraints children place on
word meanings. Cognitive Science, 14, 57-77.
Mervis, C.B., & Bertrand, J. (1994). Acquisition of the
novel name-nameless category (N3C) principle,

Child Development, 65(6), 1646-62.

Naigles, L. (1996). The use of multiple frames in verb
learning via syntactic bootstrapping. Cognition, 58,
221-251.

Nelson, K. (1996) Four-year old humans are different:
Why? Behavioural and Brain Sciences, 19, 134-148.

Pinker, S. (1989). Learnability and cognition: The
acquisition of argument structure. Cambridge, MA:
MIT Press.

Penno, J. F., Wilkinson, A. G., & Moore, D. S. (2002).
Vocabulary acquisition from teacher explanation
and repeated listening to stories: Do they
overcome the Matthew effect? Journal of
Educational Psychology, 94(1), 23-33.

Prasada, S., & Choy, J. (1998, November). The role of
syntactic structure in the interpretation of proper
nouns. Paper presented at the 23rd Annual Boston
University Conference on Language Development.
Boston.

Ralli, A. M. (1999). Investigating lexical acquisition
patterns: context and cognition. Unpublished
doctoral thesis, Institute of Education, University of
London.

Ralli, A. M., & Dockrell, J. (2005). Multiple measures of
assessing vocabulary acquisition, WuxoAoyia,
12(4), 587-603.

Rice, M., & Woodsmall, L. (1988). Lessons from

television: Children’s word learning when viewing.
Child Development, 59, 420-429.

Robbins, C., & Ehri, L. (1994). Reading storybooks to
kindergartners helps them learn new vocabulary
words. Journal of Educational Psychology, 86, 54-64.

Siskind, J. M. (1996). A computational study of cross-
situational techniques for learning word-to-
meaning mappings. In M. R. Brent (Eds.),
Computational  approaches to language
acquisition, 39-91. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

Stahl, S. A. (1998). Four questions about vocabulary
knowledge and reading and some answers. In C.
R. Hynd, S. A. Stahl, M. Carr, & S. M. Glynn
(Eds.),Learning from text across conceptual
domains, (73-94). Mahwah, NJ.Lawrence Erlbaum
Associates, Inc.

Stanovich, K. E. (1986). Mathew effects in reading -
some consequences of individual. Differences in
the acquisition of literacy. Reading Research
quarterly, 21, 360-407.

Tenenbaum, J. B., & Xu, F. (2000). Word learning as
Bayesian inference. In Proceedings of the 22nd
Annual Conference of the Cognitive Science,
Philadelphia, PA.

Thorndike, L.E., & Lorge, |. (1944). The Teachers word
book of 30.000 words. New York: Teachers
College, Columbia University.

Waxman, S. R., & Markow, D. B (1998).0Object
properties and object kind: twenty-one-month old
infants’ extension of novel adjective. Child
Development, 25 (2), 419-30.

Weizman, Z. O., & Snow, C. E., (2001). Lexical input as
related to children’s vocabulary acquisition: Effects
of sophisticated exposure and support for meaning.
Developmental Psychology, 37, 265-279.



Real world word learning 4 23

Name:

Group:

Appendix 1

School:

Date of test

Practice items: ball, door, rabbit, house, tree, arm

D.0.B.

TARGET WORDS

SCORE

RESPONSE

1. bear

bowl

cow

cup

deer

elephant

horse

mole

stool

—_

television

SO N || oA LN

—_

vase

—_
N

. bed

—_
w

. camel

—_
N

. cushion

—
o

. dog

—_
(o]

. knife

—_
~

. table

—
[ee]

. tiger

—_
©

. wardrobe

N
o

. zebra

N
—_

. ostrich

22. ladle

TOTAL

The same target words were used for the picture naming and the multiple choice tasks.
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H paOnon Aé§ewv tov mpaypatikod K6opov: Atepevvaviag
v avatudn tev Ae§lloyikedv avonapaotdosmy oto modid

ASHMINA M. PAAAHT

JULIE E. DOCKRELL?

H avétnta g katdktnong véwv AéEewv emnpedleTal and YVWOTIKEG, YAWO-
[EPINHWH OIKEQ KOl KOIVWVIKEG TIAPapéTpoug. Ot péBodol aEloAdynong TG KATAKTNONG Vé-

wv AéEewv Tou ouvrBwg XpPnotpomoloUvTal OTIq £PEUVEG TteplopilovTal oe [e-
TPNOoELg TNG Katavonong Twv AéEewv p€oa oe auotned netpauatikd mhatota. AapBdavovrag undyn Toug
napandvw meploplopoug, n napoloa épeuva agloAdynae Toug TPOMOUG e Toug omnoloug avantiooo-
vtal ota nadid, ot ONUActoAOYIKES avanapacTAoelg AEEEwV TTou apopouv {wa Kal avTiKelueva. ZTnv €peu-
va éhapav pépog natdid mou eixav dlapopeTiko eminedo yvwong Twv und eEétaon AéEewv Kal Ta omola
ouppeTelxav o€ dlaPOoPETIKES TapeRAoelg YAwaokoU TAatoiou yia pia nepiodo 4 eRdouddwv. Ekatdv
TpLdvta nadid mpooxoAlkng nAkiag (M.0.=5,6 €tn) ENapav pépog o€ 5 OUVONKEG (Ula CUVBTKN EAEYXOU
Kal 4 Telpaatikég ouveonkeg). Ma ta naidid mou avikav oty oddda eAEyxou Kal aTr GuVOAOYIKY) opdda,
n yvowon twv und egétaon AéEewv a&lohoynonke oe SUo popEg, atnv apxr| kat 3 eBdouddeq apydtepa.
IMa TIq UNOAOLTEG MELPANATIKEG ORAdES N KATAKTNON TwVv UM eE€Taomn AéEewv aglohoynonke Staxpovika
0€ 5 XPOVIKEG OTIYMEG (apXikd 1n, 2n, 3n, 41 eBdopdda enaveEétaong). Mua oelpd épywv Xpnotuornotr-
Bnke yla va aglohoynBel n Katdkmon TwV TUYKEKPLUEVWV AEEEWV: ovouaToBeaia, katavonon, Taglvoun-
on, OUVTOES EPWTHOELS, EVIOTIOMOG OXETEWV, OPLOMOG KAl tapaywyr| lotopiag. Katd mv avaluon twv
dedopévwy €ylve aUYKPLON TV MSO0EWV TV MABLOV oTa Ae§INoYIKA €pya, KaBWG Kal oUyKpLon TwV ML
d60EWV TOUG OTIG SLAPOPETIKEG XPOVIKEG HETPROELG. H avdAuon eoTidotnke 0T0 eUpog TNG AeEINOYIKNG
YVOONG Mou katéktnoav Ta naidld yia tig und egétaon Aégeig. Ot aveEdpTtnTteg HeTABANTEG MepNduBavay
NV PONYOUHEVN YVWON TV ALV Yia TIG untd eE€Taon AEEeLG, TN AeEINOYIKY YV®OoN TV Madlwv avd
ONMaololoyIKS TOpER, TO onpactohoyikd medio mou avrikav ot AEEelg kal 1o idog g napéupaong. Bpé-
Bnkav oUvBeTa anoTEAEOUATA OXETIKA e TO £(30G TNG MapépBaong (SLapopeTikd YAwooohoykd MAaoLo)
TIOU aKoAoUBrBNKe, yla TNV KATAKTNOT Twv Und eE€taom AéEewv. Eniong ot emddoelq Twv maldlwy 1Tav
OTATIOTIKA ONpAvVTIKG KAAUTEPES YA TIG AEEELG TTOU 1TAV €V EPEL YVWOTEG 0Ta Maldld mapd yia Tig dyvw-
oteq AéEelg. H undpyxouoa AeEINOYIKN yviom Twv aldlwy yia ta {na Bpébnke va ouoxetiletal BeTIkA e
™V KATAKTNoN véwv AéEewv Tou meptéypapav {wa. Qotdoo, To napandvw dev BpEdnke va oxUel yia Ta
avtikeipeva. TENog Ta dlapopeTikd AeEINOYIKA €pya TTOU XPnaoluoTomBnkav yia Ty agloAdynon Twv und
eEétaom AéEewv avédelgav TIG DlaPOPETIKEG MAEUPEG TOU eUPOUG TNG AeEINOYIKAG YVWONG.

NéEeig-kAetdLa: AeEhoyikr avanapdotaon, Mponyouuevn AeEINoYIKY yvion, Mwocoloyikd miaioto, Mdnon
AEEEWV.
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