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MAPIA KOYTXO0OYAAKH

O pobocg tov Oppéa oo
Oeatpnd €pyo
ToL Tennessee Williams

O pbbog Touv Oppéa xvpLdpynoe oty oxéPn Tov Tennessee Williams de-
XOETTA OAOXANpa xpoviax, amd to 1940, pue 0 Snpovpyic Tov 0pPLHOH
TEWTAYWVLOTH 0710 Beatpixd épyo Mdyn twv Ayyélwy (Battle of Angels),
éwg 10 1957, 6Ty TopovotdleTor T0 wEdtepo €pyo Tov O Opgéog
otov Ady, (Orpheus Descending), pe ta idix oxedbév mpdbowma kol Topd-
pota TAOXY, 0AA& TOAD TTLO (PPOVTIOUEVO AL TTAOLGLOTEPO O GLUPBOAL-
opoUG.

O Oppéag amotehel pLo amo Tig TLO YONTELTIXEG XL oUVOeTEG LOP-
@éc g apyaiog eAdnvumg pvboroyios. Xto mPdowmd Tov, N EAAMVLY
OxEPN, UE TNV EUTVELOY X0 TNV VEMEIR TTOL TN OLEXPLVE, CLUPLAiWTE
TG OpNoxeLTIXES, XOWWVIXEG X0l PLAOCOPLXES avTlOEoELS oG OAGKANEYC
ETIOXNG XOL EVWOE TO ATTOAAWVLO UE TO SLOVLGLOXO OTOLXEIDO OF Utar Xo-
YoUpLaL TUTOTNT TIOL EYXOUVIOOE [lal VEX TEEN TEXYUETWY, éva VEo
TPOTO OoXEPNG. :

H St 1 ") tov Williams Staypdpet g avtiotoryn opeueh tpoyd,
o6 TO0 ATTOAADVIO TEPLRAAAOY TNG UNTELS LTIEPTPOOTATING £WG TOV
ToTEXd SLovuoLood, 0 oTolog 0To TEAOG eTXPATNOE OTN {WH XOL OTO
€0Y0 TOU ouYYPO®PEa.! Tuyxexpluéva, ot SVo auTtd Bsatpxd épya,
Modym twyv AyyéAwy xou Oppéoac otov Ady, o Op@Eéag-TpmwTaYwVLoTHS ELL-
@ovileTonl TEPLGOOTEPO PE TN SLOVUGLOXY] TOL TowTéHTTR. Me Tqv TéYXWn
Tov ayyilet v ool avtiAndm Twv cbyyxpovewy Mawddwy, eve pe
oV avdpLopd Tov auTVIleL Tov xoTaTeGUévo epwTiod Ttouvg. H Blown
avtidpaoyn tov TmepBdAiovrog, To omolo avalntel éva eEhaoTtiplo 60-
po, efvat ovortOQELXTY KoL XATOANYEL OE €VOy 0pELXO OTTOPAYWUO, OE
QLo pixpn ETTOOYLoY] TTOAN Tov Apepixovixod Nétov.

H Mdym twy AyyéAwy eivor mpdypott éva atd ta ayoruéva Oeo-
Towé €pya Tov Tennessee Williams. O Stovuoiaopdg ov emixpoatel gto
€PYO TOV exPPALeL xot, OTTWG O (Blog popTupel, «Thyaoe péoo amd ™y
xopOtd Tov cov pioe OtéEodog Poaoxwy avlpwrivwy o0péEswvx».? Eyet
eniong yopoxtnptotel oav «to Baowd épyo tov Williams — éva Suvatd
pelypo epwtiopod, Blog xot Bpnoxeiog».?
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70 MAPIA KOYTZOYAAKH

O TEPLTTAAVOWUEVOS TTPWTAYWVIOTHS TNG Mayme twv Ayyélwy sivar
évag veapdg drovuotaxdg Oppéag, mov cLUBOALEL évay TPWTEYOVO Epw-
Tiopd. O Williams tov meptypdepet eixoot mévte etwv pe pio Eexwptot
CovTthvia, Y&en ko ehevBepio atic xwioelg, dropo Tov aoxel pio oxo-
Topden yontela.t EEdAAov T0 coxdxt tov, amd déppa @dov, emifPe-
Bouwver 0 dovuotaxy Tov TowTOTNTR, XoBwg avtioTolxel ot XEWEPLV)
ep@bvion Tov Aovdoov g 6@y, cOUPWVA UE TOV TPLUEPY JLoXWELOUO
TWY ETOXWY ToL étovg. H dgiEn tov Val avaotatvel ) pixpyn xowdtn-
T Tov Apepixavixob Nétov Oupilovtog v dotEn touv Atovboov otny
apyoaio Kodpeio. O ovdpixdég minbuopdg tov aviimabel, eved eixdet
QOLYXPATNTA TIG OTEPNUEVEG Yuvaixeg TG wxpng TOAnc. H Myra,
Koaoodvdpo xot 1 Vee dtopépouy TTOAD ooy TTpocwmixdTTES, XA GAeg
TOUG YONTEVOVTOL ATTO TO VEOPEPUEVO XOL UETAUOPPWVOVTOL OE GUYYQO-
veg Bduyeg, t600 Yiow TOvV gpwTIOUS TOUL TIG SLOXXTEXEL, OAAL XOL YLol
TNV QYAT] TOUG OTN LOLOLXY, TO X0P0, T LEBN xon TV éxoTaoy.

H fpviuciy Kaoodvdpa ftay tépeta Tov ATTOAWYVR, WG YVWOTO, Xot
17 Sandra tov o Williams v ovoa@épet «oav ptoe puxpn EAAnvidoa mov
xowninxe oto tepd Tov ATOAAWVO». T pPeETOPOPPWVEL GTY) GUVEYXEL OF
po tépeta Tov Atovdoov mov yopeVet, uebdet, exotaotdletatl ota casina
™¢ Alpvng Tov Peyyoplod xot TEAOG TTpoPYTEVEL:

Aev Eépeig amd 1L LTTOPEPOLY OWTEC OL Yuvaixeg: oeEovaiixy) meivar..
e xortalovy Aotmdy pe patioe Tov ewvalovy «Edpnxax»!®

H oeljvn, ovopeoPitnto Stovuotoxd obuforo, avtixoadiotd Tov
OTTOAADVIO MALO XL OTY oxvoYpoPiol xVELaEYOVY Ta Ypwpotd tng. H
Myra, exotactoopévy xot exetvn amo T LovaLxy, avaQwVeL:

IlNoti Taw eyw; Aonuévio xow Asuxd. Movowxy, Xopds. To mepPBéit
oamévovtt ot T Alpvy tov @eyyopod. TNvpilw YOpw - Yopw. Xopedw
o0 YPNyopa, 6Ao xou o ypriyopo. Me meptBdAiovy dvbpwmot...t

To yeyovdg 6t «Tnv TeptBdArovy avBpwmot» elval ToAD onpovtixd
Yoo ™) Myra. H gAevbepio tng emapng pe toug dAlovg, toug moAA0UG,
oNUATOBOTEL TN YEWPUPETNON TNG OGS EYve HeE TN Yuvalxeix axoiovbia
Tov Awovboov, yuvaixeg Tov eyxatéAeupay Tor OTTITIOL XL TLS OLXOYEVELEG
Toug Yo Vo Aatpédouy tov xavovpto Bed. Qotéoo, n éxotaon Tng dta-
xOTTETAL OO TN OUANPY] TEOYUOTIXOTNTA, TNV TTaovoia Tov Jabe, Tov
Ynoatod ocvfdyov TOU TNV eTAVUQPEPEL oTNV OVETLOOUNTY xotdoToom
woag axopng ovpfiwong. Zto xopvofdil tng Mardi Gras, 7 dtovuotoxi
TOVTOTNTR TWV YUVOLXWDY INADveTal ompoxdAvmta. Ovelpedovrtar pio
Y0pTY] oL Oev TeAewdver, 0 Val éyet Tig xwAoELS eVOG «XOPELTH TOL
XOPEVOPOALOD» X0, OORWYTOG TNV TEXVY TOL TTOTOUTOY, éXel PTLdEeL Yo
6Aeg Toug YoBaxto TOL 08MYOLY og évay aoTadTnTO Baxyixd X00p6.’

‘Opwg ot ouvvodeion Tov Beod Arovdoouv avixav, extdg artd Tt Moat-
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0 MY®OZ TOY OPPEA ZTON TENNESSEE WILLIAMS 7

vadeg xaw Tig Bduyes, won dAAeg petovdtnteg, SVouop@a TAdoUOTA TNG
pubolroyiog oov 10 Tpayomédapo Ildva, Toug Tatdpoug ko Tovg LetAn-
voUg. O Val ovtipetwniler pe ovpmdabeia toug vEYPOUg NG TEQLOXNG
xat, Waitepa, N otéon TOL ATEVAVTL 0TO PaWdPO XBaELoTY] TEOXOAEL
Tov avdpixd TAnbuoud, mov eEopyiletar xou @oPdaton bt €xel amTEPO
OXO0TI0 VO OPYOVROEL TNV avTioTOOY TWV Pop®Y GTN ULXEY TOVG TOAN:

Eépeig Tt x6vw btav dw éva @ide;

Tafpvw éva xaAé EDAO %0l TO XOEQEWVW.

Metd 10 MOVWD PE TO TOXOUVL TNG UTtdTUG OV

Iletdvrog EEw Ta xaTopapéva xitpva owdixd tou.®

Avtq n amethy, 6mwg xou 10 dpopa tng Vee, mov PBAémer tov Val
07O 3év3p0 TOL AVTOOPLOPOTOS, TTEOUNVOOLY Bixwe GANO TO «oTOEAY-
ué» ToL TEWTUYWVIoTH. AAA& ot Mdym twyv AyyéAwy, owtéd to Téhog
€pyeTal UEAAOY TTOAD Eovixd ot Topopéver To coxdxt o @idt, po-
VoSl TEXPNPLO TN VTopEng tov Val, «xwplg Cw, evBduto pmog oxin-
PN TTEOXANONG 6TL LTLAPXOLY TTPAYpaTa TTOL dev dapdlovton».® Tyy Te-
PLYPOpY] TOL AWTOXPlOPATOG-OTToPaYROD TN Sivouy oL yuvvaixeg oTov
Eriloyo tov épyov, Bwpnvtog axplBwg awtd 10 coxdxt, To omoio, xoTd
Bowpootd TEdTO, ExEl TOpopEivel ABXTO GTO TOTILXO POLOEID «Lal V-
pun g LoOYxAag», «éva EESLAVIPOTO Xopapwtd cVuBoro tov addpo-
otov BepLov».*

O pvboroywds ocvpfoiouds eivor avop@ifoia TwAovoLOTEPOG OTO
épyo tov 1957, Opgpéac otoy Ady (Orpheus Descending), 6mweg dAAwoTe
elvat Qavepd xar atd tov Titho tov. O Val-Opgéag dev elvar ma o ovy-
Yoopéag ™G Mdyms Twv AyyéAwy TTov YpapeL Ty alnbeta, oA povot-
x6¢, ooy 1o puBoroywd tov wpdtLTo.! Me TN dtovuolox Tov TaVTOHTY-
Toe oLUPBOAILEL TN BVVOUY TOL £PWTO KO TN YOVIUOTNTR, OAAL XOL TV
SLtovonon xo TG TEYVEG.

Méoo amdé v mpoowmxdtnta Tov Val exppdler o Williams tnv
axpadovtn Ttiotn ToL oty dVvauy Tov xohArtéyvn (cuyypapéa f povot-
%00 OTNV TEPITTWOY TwY 800 awTY DeaTEty épYwY), ) omoio umopet
Vo TOPAEEL Xl Vo avopop@woet tov xoouo. H Bloun avtidpoon eivon
ovorépevnty xot exeivog B mailer wavto to péAo tov veapod Beod
Tov Buoidleton o P TEOdtorypappévy TEWTEYoVY TEAETOLPYIX, EXEiVY
TOL JLOVLGLUXOV-0PPLXOV CTIAPAYLOD, TOV TILO YVWoToV {owg puotnpiov
™G Ttayxooptog puboroyiog mov cuviéeTal QUECH PE TNV OAAXYY TWV
ETOYWY TOL €TOVLC.

ITMBog eivor Ta oVpfora Tov TAaowdvovy to veapd 06 otov
Oppéa otoy Ady, 6Twg 0 dovuoloxds apumeAvog oto TepBoA tng Al-
uvng Tov Peyyoplod, oBuPoAo supopiog xow YOVPOTNTOG, OAAG Xou T
eVTUXLOREVA (evYGdpLa VEWY Ttou TtepTtatovy exel. Ta mdbog tng Aaidng
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vt Tov David Eextvé xow xatodfyer oty euTuX i GOAMYY evlg TToudLod.
AAAG | Muotue] Opédo mLETOAEL TOV QUTTEAWVR X0l O TOTEQOS TNG
Acaidne xatyetaw {wvtavdg oty Tpoontdbeld Tov vo Tov owoet. Autd To
oroxaOTOUO oNUoTodoTel TO TEAOG TNG AVOLENG XOL TNV 0EY KIS Ha-
papévng emtoxng. Metd améd pio éxtpwon, n Aaidy mavtpedetan to Jabe,
Yépo, oteipo xow pérog g Muotixig Ouddoag ov éxode Tov opTEAD-
vo.. AxolovBel pio oelpd amd yeyovota xon Buoieg TeAeTOLEYIXNG HOP-
@YG TTOL TLPOUNVVOLY TO TEAOG TOV (GLOL TOL TPWTAYWVLTTY.

Mértowa 1 Aaidn wpoomabel vor Eavalwvtavédetl to dtovuotaxd Tng
XATTO SLOUXOOUWVTOG OVOAOYR TO Uixpd (oryapoTAaoTeio.

HAextowd @eyydpt, aotépior omd aonuoxopto xo PedTixo opméALo.
Mo mpoomtafel vor xdvet auTO TO SWUATIO VOl LOLAGEL UE TOV OUTEAG -
vo Tov Ttatépa g exel ot Afpvn Tov Deyyoprod.™?

To Svelpa, o opdpota g Aaidng ovvdéovtar pe to dtopxn 600
™™g vo Eavalwvtovédel Tov xapévo aumeA®va xot va dwoet {wy aTov
idto g Tov eawTd.® AuTté onpaivouy N cAAnYopio TG EEpNg cuxldg TTOL
Eopvixd yivetow TOAL Stovuoloxnd SEVTPO XAl XUPTIOPOPEL, OTTWE XOL 1)
totoplar ™G NALWUEYNS Lalpodg Ttov Tpoomobel vo xopéder xoat, uny
UTTOPWVTOG T, TEQTEL VEXPN.' ZTOV OUTEAWDVA UE TOl aoNUéYoETH ]
Aaidn Bo xbver dAAn pro Tpoomtabeta va Eovalioet pe tov Val oty 0éon
tou David. O i8tog Stovuotaxdg xOxAog (Tdbog - YovipdtrTa) oaAA& ovor-
TOPELXTA, HE TNV OCAAXYN TWV ETOXWV, oxoAovbel v Buaic Tov veapod
Beod. O Val-Opgpéag xatyetar {wvtavdg, eved 1 B dohogoveiton oty
Tpoontdbeld TG vou TOV TPooTATEVCEL.

Ou xprtixol Tov Williams xoatd xoupote €xovv dwoel moixieg spun-
veleg oxeTtd pe T0 POAO TOL TPWTAYWVLoT] Val cuyxpivovtdg tov pe
Tov Opgéa g puboroyios. Zav exeivov o Val eivor évag mepLmAavoue-
VoG povotxdg xot 1 xtbdpo tov avtiotolyn g opeixng Adpoag. To dvopa
™G WwixEg xowotntoag tov Apepuxovixod Nétov, Two River County,
umopel eniong va ovoyetiotel pe v Thoavy etvporoyia Tov ovéuaTog
o0 Oppéa amd To emibeto «o@PLOELS», TTOL onuadvel <oty Oxbn Tov
motopoV». Otav o Val mpwroeppoaviletor oty oA, Tor 18e®dn TOL
axoAoLBOVY Evoy ATTOAAWMVIO 0PPLOUE, INAADY] EVYEVIXY] GUUTEQLPOPA,
elpnfvn, aoxntiopd. AAAG ot Mouvddeg g TOAg awThg O Bo aprioovy
évav Oppéa va mtapapeivel amoAmdviog avépeod toug xot v Koaoobv-
dpo. —Twpo Tt xoi exelvy) LEpeLa ToL AlovdoovL— TTPOPNTEVEL TNV TOYY
7ov. To Takidt 6uwg Tov Val oty méAn Touv Apepixavixod Nétov Buui-
Cer xou o ToEidt Tov Oppéa otov Ady. O Val emihéyer 0 Aaidn va mai-
Eel 10 poro tng Evpudixng, xotd ™) puboroyio Bedtnrog Tov x4t x6-
ouov, pe xVpto obuBoro to @IBL. Metd ™V xoPTOPOEA TOLS OYéoM
exelvn mopoapével yia mhvta otov Ady, evd ¢ exteAsotig Tov Val-
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0 MY®OZ TOY OPPEA ZTON TENNESSEE WILLIAMS 73

Oppéa pépetor o Jabe, o oxotevdg odluyog g Aaidng, Tov TowtileTon
pe 1o Paothia Touv Ady IMhobtwva, xou exmpoowrel T0 Hévog Tov ovdpL-
%00 TANBLOPOV NG HixENG TTOANG.

O pdbog tov Oppéa eiye amaoyorioel xow Tov TowmTH Tennessee
Williams. Ztn cuAloyy mompétwy tov Xto Xewwve twv ITéAswy (In the
Winter of Cities) vmdpyet évo moinpoa pe Tov S0 oxpPwg Titho
«Orpheus Descending», to omoto Egxwvd pe v xédbodo tov Oppéa GTov
OO0 TWY VEXPWY X0 TEAELWVEL UE TO OLAUEAGUS TOUL:

Topa Oppéa, vtpomiaouéve Quydda, obOpoov Tiow — x&Tw and To
Yxpeplopévo Tofxo touv eavtod cov, yiati Sev eloot T dotpo TTOL
@TLdvouY GTOV 0VEOVS TO OYAUO oG ABEAG, CAAA 1 ox6VY exelvev
oL xoppdtiacay ot Epvdeg.

O Opgéoac g eAdnvung pubolroyiog, oav tepéog ToL ATOAAWVAL,
opvidToy Voo otodwaoet TG oto Aldvuoo xal Qavépwve TNV oavtiBeon
TOU ME T GLOVUOLOXA ULOTAPLO AL TOUG SLOVUGLOXOUS OTTOROYOUVC.
Opytouévog o Advuoog eEamélvoe evavtiov Tov Tig Mauvadeg, Tov xv-
PLOAEXTIXA TOV XoppdTiocay. Metd o amopoypd tov o Oppéag dev -
@oaviletor ge avtiBeon pe tn dtovuotoxy Bpnoxeia, cAAd os TAYEN TeAe-
ToLEYLXY TodTLoN e To Bed Advuoo: H xbdpa tov Val eivoe n oubépia
00PN AVPX, OAAG CLYXEOVWGS POAAKS oOPBOAO, TO BE TTPOCWTIXS TOV
Spapa yro TV eAevbepio sivor €va Letapevo epmetd, dtovuotaxd odpBo-
Ao oL oLVOEETOL BUWG XaL PE TO POAO TOU XoAALITEYVY dnuovEYoL pe-
TaED ovpavod xat Y1g, Bavatov xow abavaoiog.

Zta épyo oo Williams v Bilo ovvdéeton pe v téxvn. Ztov Oppéa
otov Adn m Vee Talbot, o0Cuyog ToL oeplpy, undpece va {wypapicet
oupob éywve paptupag Téomg Blog, xat eide, dmtwg Aéet 1 Sla, «yTLTARO-
Ta, Mvtoopiopata, euyddeg va Egoxilovtal amd Ta oxLMA»."® Oo axo-
Aovbnoel Tnv oYM ToL eEhaaTiptov BdpaTog, 6TTws N Aaidn xou n Kao-
oavdpa, mov mviyetow otov Ilotoud twv Hhotporiwy. O ehedbepog
épwtac xot v BponoxevTix] €xotaoy TEPooBAaiiovv TN ocLUBaTIXOTNTA
TV N0V TG UixeNg TOANG xoL oL HAVATOL TWY YUVAULX®Y KTTOTEAOVY Lé-
00C TOL OAOXOLTWOUATOS TOL dtovuotoxod Val. Ta eElaotipla Hdpota
efvo Eévor M pelovétnteg Tov ovvdéovtot AueEcH UE TNV ELEMOTIO XOL
TN YOVROTNTR, ONAadY] Ot Yuvaxeg, ot povpotl Tov NoTov Tov €yovv €p-
OeL awd par dAAY NTTepo xo xoAAiepyody 0 vy, o Papa Romero, ItoAdg
UETOVAGTNG XOL ONULOVEYOS TOL OUTTEAWDVOL.

310 Téhog g Mayms twy Ayyélwy now tov Oppéo atov Adn pével
OMBepd evbVpLo TNG BvnTiig VTP Tou Val To caxdxt Tov and Ediolo
Oéppa, pta SLovuoLox] TOVTOTNTA TTOV OVTLOTOLXEL GTO YXELWWVX COUPW-
VO LE TNV OANOYY] TWY ETCOXWY OTOV TPUWEPY XOXAO TNG SLOVLOLAXNG Adi-
tpelog. Elvor évag aTéAELTOg YEWWVOG YL TN UIXEY] ETOEXLOKY] TTOAN
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tov Apepuxavixob N6Tov, ywpig TV 2'5000803(!'0( ™5 Yévvncm,g TOL veoL-
ool B0l xat TNV gAmtida Tov £PXOUOV ;u.fxg avolEng. Aev UTCO(p’XEL n XOo-
pobuevn TANEGTNTA TOL SLOVUGLOXOD XOUXAOL TIOL YopaxTNElleL €pyo
6mwe 10 TotavtdpuAlo oTo 2t10o¢ (The Rose Tattoo), To téhog ToL 0TTOioVL
Cwvtavd opayilet n avapov] g Yévwnong evog moudiod. AAAG olte
uioe eEAmtido LTTGEYEL, OTIWG e TO oyévwnto Toudi TG ZTéAhag oTo Acw-
popeto o IT60og (A Streetcar Named Desire), f é0tw 0 Stovuoton opOTVIOY
ov vmoéoyovtor t0 Camino Real xou 1o Eapwixc mépor 10 Kodoxoipt
(Suddenly Last Summer).

H Maym twv AyyéAwy xou o Oppéas orov Adn Bewpolvton amd to
TO «OXOTEWVA» KoL «oTelpa» €pya Tov Tennessee Williams. EmimwAéoy,
OXNVLL] TTOEOLOLOON KoL TWY V0 AVTWY «OPPXWV» EpYWV Oev elye T
Beatpuc) emituyio TwvV TEOoAVUPEPHEVTWY xot GAAWY ToL €pywv. Ilapov-
oldlovy Opws eEopeTind evdLaPEPoY Yiati ex@E&louvy Tov TEOPRANUTL-
oud Tov Williams, avBpwmou xat cuyypagéa, o omoiog, dtouéoov Tov
a€VOoV TOPABOEOL TNG 0pPLXNG SLTTOHTNTAG AL TOU SLOVLGLAXOD TTOLYVL-
dlopatog Pevdaiohnong xou mpaypoatdTnTog, exbéter TIgc amoPelg TOL
YLO TNV XOWWVIXY) XATAGTOOY TG ETOXNG TOL XAl TOL TOTOL TOVL, TA OL-
Mupota Tov oOYXEoVOL Apepixovol, Tow oTtoio opPoEOVY xat xdbe Tpo-
BANuaTIONEVO TTPOOWTILXG XL XOWWVIXE &vBpwTo Tov cudva pog.

ZNUELWTELG

' BA. Mary Koutsoudaki, The Dionysiac
Myth in Camus and Williams (Athens:
S. Saripolos, Library, (1987), oeA.
130-144.

* Boston Post. 19 Iavovapiov, 1941.

® Foster Hirsch, A Portrait of the Artist:
The Plays of Tennessee Williams, Port
Washington, N.Y: Kennikat Press,
1972, oeA. 8.

¢ Tennessee Williams, Battle of Angels,
New York: New Directions, 1950,
oeA. 132.

5 Ibid. oeA. 136.

¢ Ibid. oeA. 180.

7 Ibid. oeh. 154, 160, 165.

® Ibid. oeA. 186.

® Ibid. oeA. 234.

© A6 toug TPEWTOLG WLBOAOYLXOUE
xe6voug ta @idia Bewpodvtar wg N
EVOGEXWOYN TWV VeExpWv. EE&AAov

ZYTKPIZH / COMPARAISON 11 (2000)

10 @idt oxetiletot pe 1o wdbo g
Yévwnorng Tov Aovdoov xot TG PE-
Topoppwoelg tov Beod. O Zaypéac,
xoNTIXY TOWTOTNTO TOL  Atovidoov,
Atay YLog Tov Alx oV eTLOXEQPTNXE
v llepoe@dévn pe popen @LOLOV.
‘Otov apydrepa 0 Atévuoog TEooTda-
bnoe vo amopUyel Ty emifeon Twv
Titdvwv, THpe BLdpopeg LOPYES,
petaEd twv omolwy xot exsivy tov
@wod. Kow mepvivtag amtd ) po-
Ooroyio otmv TEAETOLEYIXY] AdTpEin
o Awdvwoog eppovilétay cov Ato-
vtdpt, Tavpog 1 Vg (queporoyio-
%6 obppoia ToL TPYEPOLS éTOVC).
Tevwibtay 10 YeWWdVE wg 6@ng (o’
6TOL AL N ®0PGVEL TOL PLWSLOD), Y-
vétoy Aéwv TNy AVOLEY] ot POVELS-
TAV WG TAVEOG TO xoAoxafpt.
" BA. Battle of Angels, oeh. 194.



0 MY®OXZ TOY OP®EA ETON TENNESSEE WILLIAMS 75

” Tennessee Williams, Orpheus Des-
cending, New York: Signet Modern
Classics, New American Library,
1976, ceh. 124.

© Ibid. oeA. 127.

“H ovxtd cuvdéeton WBaitepa pe N
Aatpeion tov Atovdoov otny Ileho-
tévnoo xatl ot Nako, 6mov avaro-
ptotovoay to bOed pe EVAO ouxtdg
(BA. James G. Frazer, The Golden

" Tennessee Williams, In the Winter of

Cities, New York: New Directions,
1964, oeh. 28.

Tig Epwieg yopoxtnpilel ploe dtovo-
otoxn drrtétyTa. Xtig Evuevides tou
AwoyOrov amoxorovvtar Mouwvédeg
xol ot MeyohdmoAn AotpedovTol
w¢ Mawviow. [Walter F. Otto, Dionysus,
trans. Robert B. Palmer, Bloom-
ington: Indiana UP, 1965, ceA. 114.]

Bough: A Study in Magic and Religion.
Adonis, Attis, Osiris, 3rd ed., London:
Mac Millan and Co., 1919, tép. 5,
oeA. 387.

' Williams, Orpheus Descending, oeh. 85.

Abstract
Mary KOUTSOUDAKTI: The myth of Orpheus in the theater of Tennessee Williams.

Williams® use of Dionysicism is evident in his theater. A very interesting

sample of this use can be found in Battle of Angels, Orpheus Descending, Camino
Real and Suddenly Last Summer. These plays present various treatments of the
ritual and the myth in the playwright’s effort to give a universal meaning to the
plights of modern man. The Orphic identity of Dionysus is predominant in Battle
of Angels (1940), which was one of Williams’ favorite plays. The use of Orphic
Dionysicism expresses the playwright himself who believed that Battle of Angels
was «coming directly from his heart as an expression of fundamental human
hungers». It has been often labelled as «the root Williams play, a powerful
mixture of sex, violence and religion». He revised it on and off for seventeen
years before its mature version, Orpheus Descending, appeared in 1957. Both plays
tell us about the advent of the Orphic hero to a city of the American South, the
revival that he brings and his death-«sparagmos» that is commemorated by the
inclusion of the snakeskin jacket in the local museum. In these plays, spring-
summer is followed by autumn-winter, and there is no continuation of the ritual,
no god’s resurrection and no coming of the following spring. Battle of Angels and
Orpheus Descending could therefore be classified as Williams’® non-regenerative
plays in the sense that they do not follow the cyclical pattern of the Dionysiac
death and rebirth.
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