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ATTEAIKH ZNYPONOYAOY

AwobnTinn avoucbnoio;
H téyvn wg avorcbntind otov atcbntiopd
TOL TEAOLG TOL LDV

Aoyoteyvikds atobnuiopds oo éhog tov 190v atdva amokpuoTaAdvet pa
opropévn Bempia ™g e kat ovvdpa éva mpdtumo Blov Tov amoppéovy

amné ™ ovvbhikn g vewTepikémTag eved ovyypbveg ™y avamnapdyovv. Xe Oepe-
Mddn kprukd kat Aoyoteyvikd kelpeva tov atobnuotdy evionifoviat kpiopa
Cnojpata obAANPMG ™G TEYVNG kat avanapdoTtact|g Tov LTTOKEPEVOL 0T VEWTE-
pucdTTa, Ta omola cvvdéovtat pe pia mpoPAnpatiky v abnpdtev tov mévou
kat g ndoviic.' Eidikétepa, 1 mpofAnpatuci avt efvat ovvvpaopévn pe v
aioBnom tov e@rjpepov kat Tov Tapodikoy kat T Aatpeia Tov véou Tov Tpootdid-
CouV 0TV EKKOOPIKEVHEVT) VEDTEPIKGTTA OG LOTOPLKT] Kat TIOATTIOpKY ouvBk).
Efvar onpatvov 6t o MniwvtAaip, o omofog anoteAel onpelo avagopds yra tovg
aobnuotés tov «fin de siecler kat pévipn apempia kdbe ovyypovng ovbtnong
yia ™ vewtepikdmta,? mpoTtonépnoe oV LoToptkoToinon avtis TG véag pop-
@i xpovikdmTag mov petappdietat oe ofela aiofnon tov apodikol, avdyo-
VTG ) o€ kataotatké 6po G aotkiig ventepikdmrag. Zto mepipnpo dokiud
ov «O Lwypdgog ™G odyxpovng sene» («Le peintre de la vie moderne», 1863),0
Mmnovidaip opiGet ™) VEoTEPIKETNTA 1S CLVAVUHT TOL EQHHEPOL,® EVH O éva
ané ta mojpatd tov, mov trrhogopeitar evylotta «To pordwy («L’horloger,
1857), Bepatomotel ovvekdoyikd to pbfAnpa tov xpbévou mov TEpvA aveToTtpe-
el Tipokadvtag dyyog Bavdtov oo odyypovo koopikd vitokeipevo:

[...] Tproxihes Eaxéores gopés v dpa, povppovpiGet

yopy6é to AevtepéAento: Mny o Egyvdg! — Kat méte

oav évropo 1o Tdpa Aéer: [Tépaoa, elpar to Tore,

7 Bpdpn kepaia pov ™ Lor oov mmAiGel!

[...] Mnv 1o Eexvdg g o Kaipdg, mafkmg mov 8¢ dethidlet,
kepddet oe kdBe yrimmpa Siywg moté va kKAEPeL.

Mnv 1o Eexvdg! H pépa offet ki n) viyta 6Ao tpavedser!

To Bdpabpo mdvta dupd kat va, 1 kKAeys8pa aderdsel! [...]*

EvBic péig ) mapovoa otypr| mpoodroplotel wg «tdpar, eivat 1idn mapeAdév: n
epmetpla tov apévrog Prdvetat og kdt apetdinta kat g agl mapodiks. Qg

LYTKPIZH / COMPARAISON 21 (2010)



AIZOHTIKH ANAIZOHIIA; [87]

pévn bavy 8ié£odog amé m ovveldnon tov emkefpevov potpaiov oo vewtept-
k6 mapédv dragaivetar n Srapiric emdinén véov atobijoewv, kavolpylev amo-
Aadoewv, 1 onola ovvoiletar o «Aatpela tov véou» mov ekppdleTar epfin-
patikd 0Tovg KataAnktkovs otixovg evog akdpa Sidonpov morjpatog tov
MmnevtAaip, «To ta&idw («Le voyage», 1857):

[...] Avtj n potd peg o poaid téom efvat, Tov {nrodpe
va méoovpe oto fdapabpo! Adng; Edép; Ti voraley;
Drévet ota Bébn tov Ayveotov kdtt 1o véo va Bpovpe!®

Mepikég dekaetieg apydtepa, o atobntiopds apbBpdver pe véa épgpaon g Bepe-
Mddelg evdoeig g vewtepikdtntag mov eEéppace vtodetypatikd o Mme-
vthaip. Kat ot atobnuiotés eiyav ofeia aioBnon tov epijpepov, kijpuéav myv
avaGymon véwv atobfjoewv kat emdéBnkav oe av pavatkd. Qotéoo, avé-
pota pe ™y kprtiky otdon tov Mnevtialp o Tpog TG kataoTpoPés Tov eé-
PEPE 1) VEQTEPIKOTNTA, TNV TAVTION TOL pe NTInuévong kat meptboprakois
yapaktipes kat myv e&ldavikevon tov mévov kat g dvotvyiag oty moinom
o, N avagymon véev atobioemv ex pépous twv atobnuiotdy edpdletar avi-
Oeta omy don Buoia amoguyr tov atobjpatog tov évov.

Ta aroOyparixi Ocusédra rov déyparog rov arolyriouov

216 mpoypappatikés mapdtt ovyvd avrpatikés Statvndoelg tov, o Ookap
Tovddvt, o mAéov dnpo@iArg extpbowTiog Tov Ppetavikod atobnuopod, ovvtd-
¥Oke pe to ovyypagpéa kat kprukd mg éxvng FovdAtep Iéitep, ddokars tov
oty O&pbpdn, Bétovtag evidg mapevBéoewe to Gfympa g aijbetag oy
éyvn. Atmydvtag podpoptkd eEapetikd odyypoves Bewpies g Aoyoteyviag,
o I'ovddvt woyvpiGetar 6t 1o 1daviksd €pyo amodeikviel «6AeG TG eppunveles wg
ainBwég, kat kapia og optotikijy, kat emiong du «otny wéyvn dev vpiotatat pa
kaBokr) aAffeta. AAiBeia oy éyvn eivar exetvo Tov o avtiBets tov toydet
ek{oow.® I'a tov awobnuops, emopéva, 1 téyvn dev mpoopiletat va ameikovi-
o€l pua epTelpiki] 1 petaguotki] mpaypatkdmra. Aev efvar otéyog g «va det
1o mpdypa kabavtd dnwg mpaypatikd eivaw, katd my mepipnun prion Tov em-
pavois Piktoptavod kprukod Mdbiov Apvorvt to 1865 oo dokipto «H Aet-
tovpyla g kprukig ot pépeg pagyr.” Avtibeta, 1 Wputiky apyy g véag
atoBntikiig mov Tpodyet o atobntiopds eivar Gt n éyvn «dev exppalet oté
tinota d\o mapd tov {810 ™G Tov eavtér.® Tvvemdyetat Aorméy éu ) bmoa
avukepevikéma Ba propovoe va evromotel omy téxvn dev Ba vjtav mapd to
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[88] ATTEAIKH ENYPOMOYAOY

amOTEAEOPA TG ETUKEVTIPWOTIG TG OTOV EAVTO TNG WG POPPYG, améppola Tov
S6ypatog ™G «Téyvng yLa v TéEYV, Kat 6yt 1 £KPpaocy evog mpaypatikod
mieptexopévou 1 prag ainduwviic ééag. Avn n mapdkapm mg aglwong ainbetag
Trov TipoimobEteL ) GVAANYM ™G TéEXVNG amd Toug atobnTioTés elye wg ovvémela
‘mv anodéopevon g éyvng and tyév nbikd perjpata mov Ba mpoékumrtav
ané mv doknon mg. Emdidkovrag va viepPel kat va Stakopwdioet my nbiko-
TAQOTLKY] TAOT] TOL AOYOTEYVIKOU peaAtopoy Tov emtikpatovoe v mepiodo exel-
V1) kat tavtéypova va ekBéoet my ovprraviki] viokptofa kat tov avrdtavorn -
K6 ovvatoBnpatiopd mg Pictwpraviig emoxng, o Fovdidvt daywpiler amogpaot-
otkd mv éyvn and myv nduci: «H opaipa mg téyvngs kat n opaipa g nbucric
glvat amoAbtog Stakpttés kat xwptotégy ypdget oto dokipto «O kprtkds wg
Smpovpyder (1890).° Kar aképa, atov I[IpéAoyo tov meptPéntov pubotopripa-
06 Tov arobnuopo 7o Ioprpaizo rov Nrdprav I'pév (1891), o Fovdidvt amo-
@aivetat mpokAntikd étt «dev vitdpyet nOké 1 avibico BifAio» kat bt «kdbe
téyvn efvar evieddg dyxpnotnp.'®

Ipoxkpivovtag tov otoxaotikd, «Bewpntkd» Blo évavr tov mpaktikos,' o
atoBntiopés tov F'ovdivt gaivetat ek mpdng dews va amokAeier ané to
miedio tov to Bépa twv awwbnpdtov, dedopévov bt ta atobijpata ovvibwg ovv-
Séovtat pe kdmotov efdovg Ny n omofa kaBodnyel ™ Spdon. Evrovtoig, to
IMmpa tev ovvatonpdtov tapaddéng ewoépyetat ek véov oty atobntukry
oknV1j ovykpotdvtag akptBas to (8o to mhaioto evtég Tov omofov o atodnti-
opdg ovAhapPdver ™y abla kat To vénpa m™g Vg avagpopikd pe Ty Tpaypa-
Tkédmta kat to avlpdmivo viokelpevo. H mpooéyyton g téyvns ané tov
atoOntiopsé eivar ovolaotikd apmpeotoviotikip, 6mwg dagaivetat oto kepa-
Aaddeg épyo tov ITévtep Avayévvyay (1873), ané to omofo Saveiletal apeidig
o 'ovdlvt. ) yvwotj Eroayey tov épyov, o ITéitep opiler to mpaypatikd
avrike{pevo ™m¢ atobnuikic og ™y avdivon tov Wialtepwv, povadikdv evru-
THOEOV anéAavong ov petadidet n éyvn otov amodéi, eved oo «O kprukdg
¢ dnpovpyder o I'ovdidvt pe ) oelpd tov Befatdver i o «pévog otdyog [tov
Kkprukod] efvar va eEtotoprioet tig Sikég tov evrvmdoeigy. ' Tapbpotot optopof
™G TéYVNG kat G kprtkg Tpoimobétovy évav amdAuto VTTOKEHEVIOPS otV
mpdoAnym evég £pyov, o omofog elvat ouvupacpévog pe ™y asla mov poadidet
o aoBnuiopds oy 1déa g povadikis TPooHTKSTNTAG KAl TOV EKAEKTAV,
«kalhepynpévevs vevpdtav.'® ‘Otav otov [Tpdroyo tov Toprpatrov rov Nvé-
oy T'pév o Tovdhvt toyvpitetar bt «omyv mpaypatikémra, 1 w€yvn kabpe-
@tiGer to Bea ki byt ™ G, petabéter oagds to vénpua g téxvng ané to
£pyo kaBavté oo vrokefpevo mov to pooAapfdvet. Tovm 1 epmerpiicyy, viro-
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AIZOHTIKH ANAIZOHIIA; [89]

Kketpevikr] oAAPM ™ éxvng, Spwg, oto Pdbog avtipdoket Tpog v kpatodoa
avtianym 6t o atoBnuopde diver povoptaxy B€om ot poper. O atobnriopds
amokakimTetat 1ot K¢ TPWTIOTWG YuyoAoyLky TPoaéyyLon TG TEXVIG, HE Ta
ovvatoBijpata va edpddovtat oo evvolooyikd tov kévepo, agoy, 6mwg Ha vro-
omprybel mapakdto, g atobnuky otdon ovotaotikd opiGetal ané my emudio-
&n ™G amoguyrg tov mévou kat g peyEBuvong g ndoviic: éva £pyo mov o
avabétet oy éyvn.

H «avaioOyrixij» Aerrovoyia ty¢ téxvyg

1o Saroyiké Sokipto «O kprukds og dnpovpyder, émov avantiooetat evap-
yéotepa n atobnuky Bewpia tov Fovdidvt, eykabidpietar évag Bepehidrdng Sa-
XOPLopdS ™G Lo amd my éyvn péoa ané my avaotpo@y ¢ khaotkic do&a-
olag 6t n éyvn kabpegtiCer ™ fon. O Tovdidvt emyepnpatoroyel, avribeta,
Syt pévo b 1 téyvn elvar avdtepn ané ) Loy, aldd kat dt n {or] ™) ppeltat
IMapadéémg, dev viidpyet apopardmta oe aveyi ™ oxéon’ 1 téyvn elvar ave-
Edptm and ™) L1, evd 1 o1 eéaptdtat ané v téyvn. Adym g ovorddoug
KatetepdTNTag kat atéAetag me {ofg, mpokvmtet 1 dnpogdiic atobnuiky déa
tov év-tevou Piov, tov flov «ev tw mvedpatt g éxvner, 61eg poPfdAietat in
extremis ot {1 tov Ntéprav T'kpév, tov mpetayovion] tov pubiotopipatog
ov ['ovdidvt. Amotedel ko Sramiotwon 6 to pubiotépnpa avts, kabobg kat
ta kprukd dokfpa tov I'ovdidve, mapamnépmovy otov dtafénto pubomraotiké
TpoTtopTd tovg, o Avdnoda (A Rebours) tov Z. K. Oviopdvg,'® mov Snpootetm-
ke to 1884 kau meptypdgetar oo [Togrpatro rov Nrdprav I'pév og

pa Yoxohroyikn perétn evég veapov IapiGidvov mov omatarovoe m o1 tov mpooma-
Bdvrtag va mpaypatomomoet otov dékato évato awdva 6Aa ta ddn kat tg vootporieg
oL avijkav oe ke ardva extés an’ tov diké Tov «z Eror Kdnws va ovykevipdoer oroy
eavrd Tov 1a didpopa orddia nov népace wg Téte T0 MAyKboUIO TIVEVNA, AyandVTag yia Ty
TEXVITI] TOVS ka1 pdvo vrdoraoy ug amapvioels ekelveg ov ot dvBpwot efyav ovopdost
apetés, kaBdg emtiong kat tig puotkés exelves avtapaieg ov ot yvwotikol eEakoiovbosy
aképa va ovopdtovy apapties.®

O Nrtépav to anokahel «dninmpiddes Pifrior pe pa vivotopévn apgibopia
peta&l @défov kat Bavpaopod, 7 eved oto Sokius tov «O Kkprtikés wg Snptovp-
Y6¢» 0 Tovdidvt gaivetat va emavarapPdver g 1déeg tov Ntel Eoév, tov jpwa
ov yaAkot pvbiotopipatog, o omofog emyelpnoe va vrepPel Tovg meplopt-
opovg ™G @bong fdvtag oe évav e§ ohokApov TeEXVNTS KOORO, KUPLOAEKTIKA
«&v T TIVEbpat mg éyvng», ypdgovtag ta e€rg:
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[90] ATTEAIKH ENYPOMOYAOY

kabdg o ToArtiopds mpoodedet kat 1) w1 ylvetat mo opyavepévn, ta ekAektd tvelpata
KkdBe emoyrg, ta kprukd kat kaAkepynpéva ivevpata, Ba amoktodv 6Ao kat Atyétepo
evbiagépov yra myv mpaypatiky {on, kat ba emdidrovy o1 evivndoeis rovs va mpodpxovra
axedby €& odoxAjpov and avrd mov éxer ayyider g Téxvy.'®

O TTéutep elye 110n poteiver Gt TiP€TeL va oTpagovpe oty TEXV TPOKEIPEVOL
va yevtobpe 6Aa ta peydia mdby mov epmiovtiCovy o ovvropo SdAeppa me
Gog, Tpv a6 ) popaia dpa. Xto moAvovimpévo Zupmépacpa tov pede-
v tov yia mv Avayévvyoy Srafdovpe:
‘Ovtag katadikaopévot oe Bévato, drabétovpe éva SidAeyppa kat pénet va emAéEovpe
G Oa o mepdoovpe’ yratl n pla kar povadikij evkarpia pag éykertat om dedpuvon tov
Sradefpparog avtol, oo va ywpéoovpe 600 o duvatdv TEPLooGTEPOLS TIaAOVS péoa
otov dedopévo ypévo. Ta peydra mdbn’ to momuiksd mdbog, o 60og g opop@Lds,
aydmm mg téyxvng yia my éyvn divovy touvg o moArovs. I'ati 1) téxvn pdg Anotdget
npotelvovtag etAtkptvd va mpoaddoet v Giiotn motdtta otig otypés pag kabog
autég mapépyovtat, xapty eV (Biwv twv otypdy kat pévo.

O Tovdidvt 6yt pévo ovppavel pe v droym tov ITértep yia mv éyvn wg o
mAéov evdedetypévo péoov Plowong kar pdhota Stedpuvong g obvTopung
avBpdmivng fwiig, ardd enfong emavédvet, tav toyvpiletal bt oe obykpion pe
mv teAetdyta kat ™ didpkela tov mabdv mov pag mpoopépet 1 téxvn, avtie-
a, 1) mpaypatkda, n fon eivat eketvny mov gavrdiet og Pevdaiobnon:

yratl kaBdg kortdler kavels mlow oto apeAdév ™ Lo mov téte Siébete éroa Lonpn
ovvatobnpatik évraon, kat frav 1600 yepd pe mopetddelg otypés ékotaong kat
evtuyfag, 6ha gavtdgovv évetpo kat YPevdalobnom. [...] H Zow pdg eEanatd pe okiée,
61 1o KovkAoBEatpo.2°

Eivar onpavuxé éu éva axépa onpefo émov o F'ovdidvt gaiverat va ovpmAéet
pe to ovpmépaopa tov Iértep efvar wg mpog v memoiBnon du 1 téxvn mpémet
va ektipdtal og avdtepn g mpaypatkic fofg kupleg yia ) «petafifaon
ovvatoBijpatog» mov emrtvyydvel. H apiototehiky évvola g kdbapong €tot
emavatiBetar ané tov Fovdiivt wg atobnticii pdAhov apd nbuc évvola,®' oto
Babué mov eppnvedeta wg 1 povadiky tkavétyta g TéYvNg va eEKTIANPGOVEL TIG
Suvatémés pag ya éva mdbog, éotw kat Stapéoov twv dAwv. Metaiapfdvo-
VTag mg éyvng,
vooovpe ané g {deg appdoTieg pe Tovg TOMTEG, Kat o tpayovdlotic pdg daveiiet tov
m6vo tov. [...] Aev vidpyet dBog Tov va pnv propovipe va atobavboipe, ndovy mov dev
yivetar va amohadoovpe, kat propodpe enfong va emAéEovpe 1600 ) otypr ™G pin-
og pag boo g erevbepiac pag. H fonj! H {on! Ag pnv katagidyovpe om fo yia va
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AIZOHTIKH ANAIZOHIIA; [91]

midpovpe tkavorofnon 1 epmetpia. H {wrj elvar kdt mov to mepropiCouvy ot meprotdosrc,
aovvapmto oy ékppaot tov [...]. Mag vioypedver va minpdvovpe viiepfohkd peyd-
A tp yua ta ayabd mg, kat ayopdiovpe akdpa Km ta mAéov evteh ané ta pootikd
)G o€ K60TOG oL efvar TepatddeS kat xoplc bpra.??

H Aertovpyla mg téyvng emopévag ovviotatal oto va mapéyet £vrovn ovvat-
obnpatiy epmerpla ydptv mg drag g epmetpiag, aveEdpmra and tovg «kap-
TOUG ¢, 6Te¢ To efye Béoet o ITértep:

Kdbe otyp kdmota poper tedetomoteitat o€ kdmoto xépt 1 mpdowo, kdmola andype-
on v Abpev 1 ™ BdAacoag eivat o ekdekt] ané Tig viéAotneg® kamota Sidbeon
mdBovg 1 Sopatikémrag Y Stavontikod evBovotaspoy efvar akatapdynta mpaypatiky
Kat EAKLOTIKY Yla pag: yia exkelvn ) otypn kar pévo. Lkondg dev elvar ot kaprof g
epmerplag, alAd n (dia n epmerpla.®®

H téyvn vrotiBetat og evioydet ta mdbn, mog evieivel tg aobjoeis. Opwg
ovyypévag 1 v Bewpeitat, avtiotpoga, ws tpbmog viépPfaons 1 amoguyric
v ovvatoBnpdtev, kat aitepa tov mévov. Ipdypatt, n éyvn neptypdgetat
emavelAnppéva ané tov lovdidvt wg «avaiyntikd», kuptodektikd éva mavoimo-
vo. Zto dokipto «O kprukds wg dnpovpyder Srafdlovpe Twg 1 téyvn «pmopel
va emtehéoel o Aertodpynua evég ylatpoy, kat va pag ddoet éva avaiynuké
evévuia otov mévo kat va Bepamedoet o mvedpa mov efvar mAnyopévor.* Tatd
«rdvrote MAnydvetar kavel dtav mpooeyyiGet [t Gwnl» eEnyel* «mg Gnrodpe
anéiavon. Mag v mapéyet, ovvodevdpevn ané mikpia kat amoyorjtevony.?® O
TovdiAvt emopévmg oLOTHVEL pia HETAOTPO@T| attd T §ot| TIpog T TéYVN akpt-
Badg emedn
1 Téywm dev pag PAdmreer. Ta ddxpua mov ydvovpe oe pia Beatpiy mapdotaon mpoot-
SudCovv ota ££oya amootelpwpéva ovvatobipata mov ogefhet va agunviGer n Aettovp-
yia mg Téyvne. Khafpe, alhd dev minyovépaote. OMPépaote, alrd n OAm pag dev
efvat mkpn.

Ekeivo Aortdv mov o atoOntiopds mpoo@épet pe ) 0tdon mov Tpoteiver Tpog
mv v elvat éva eidog «atobnuikod avaioBntikod» otov mévo mov ipokakel n
Com. T'a tovg arobnuotée, ) viepoyn g éxvne kat n ovvakéiovdn amotvyia
™G Lwig, Tov amoteAovy auyypéveg Tovg dpovg g (dtag g Sidkpiog Tovg,
ovviotavtat oto &t 1) VN apevdg Tipokalel ovvatohipata kat apezépov Tipo-
otatevel ané avtd. Elvar evéiagépov 6t n «avatobnukipy Aertovpyia g
atobnuiis epmerplag yia tovg atoBnuotés ogefdetar katd fdaon omy aiobnon
emkpdmong kat eAéyyov mov Tapéyet eni v ovvatobnudtov. Avtd gaivertat
va vrovoef o Fovdihvt dtav ypdget tu:
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O kiprog Aéyog yia tov omofo 1) o eivar amotuynuévn ané karAteyvikig droymg
elvat [...] to yeyovég 6 dev pmopovpe va emavardfovpe moté akpifag to (8o ovvai-
obnpa. ITéoo dragopetikd elvat ta mpdypata otov kéopo g Téxvne! Aev umdpyet dud-
esoz‘r_} 1 éBog Tov va pnv prtopel va pag to ddoet 1) téyxvn émowa nuépa 1 dpa emAéEov-
HE.

H emBupia yia tov éAeyyo tov ovvatodnpdtov exppdietat emiong capag oto
Topzpatro rov Nrdprav I'pév. Yotepa ané pa obvropn mepiodo thpemv yia v
avtoktovia g veaprg Zifviag Bény, yia myv omola evBiverar o (diog, o Nté-
prav apveitat va agebel «oto éAeog twv ovvaiobnpudtovs tov: «BéAm va ta xpn-
owotold, va ta yaipopat, va ta kvptapyd» dnidver.?® Avti va facaviGetar amé
mévo 1 evoyy ya mv andAeia g yvvaikag mov vrotiBetat mwg elye ayamjoet,
o Ntdprav otpépetat pe peyalbtepr akdpa eppovy) oty opop@Ld ™G xvng
KAl TV VAIKOV avikepévov, emintoviag, ota yvdpia twov lkoté, «a
consolation des artes».*® Avti 1 mapnyopntue petdfeon g mpaypatikiis fovg
oy téyvn, me atonuic copatikdémrag oy eninedn ketpevikdtnta mov
mpootdidset otov atobntiopd, kuprodektikd dpapatomoreitat oto pubotépnua
péoa ané v mpoPoir g k¢ ovveldnong kat tev cvvatchnpudtev tov
Nrtéprav méve otov kapPd tov moptpétov tov. Katd epaviké tpdmo, o fpwag
avamnapiotatal fabprata wg éva «rpdowo diyws kapdidr,* étol bnwg 1 epgd-
vio1] tov péver apetdfAn kat doyn, eved To TOPTPETO, TO €pyo TEXVNG, ERPa-
viGetar avtifeta va viékertat otig emmtdoels v ovvatodnpudtov, ™me Spdong
Kkat g yfjpavons tov fpwa. H kalirteyviky popey pordler emopévag va eivat -
KkdT mepoodtepo and amiy Tmyn atobnukric evyapiomong 1 to pétpo tov emi-
TeEdypatog tov kaAAtéyvy® mpdkertat oy mpaypatkdmra yia éva epyaleio
empPloong, enedy n «Mopgj, Tov efvar 1 yéveon tov mdbovg, elvar emiong o
Bdvatog tov Tévowr, émwg Srateivetar evpuis o Fovdidvt.®' ‘Ovrtag to medio
Sradpapdtiong twv ovvaobnpdtov, N xvn ovyxpéves TPooPEpEL 0TOVG
avBpdmovg avooia évavt tov dAyovg. I'ia va emkaieotodpe aképa pra gopd
ov kprukd Tovdidve: «H Téyvn kar pévov pmopel va Aertovpyrjoet og aomida
npovAang amé Toug otktpois kvdvous g et Yrtapéngr.

Etvat a&ioonpeiowrto ét ) ovykekppévn Sratimwon mg téyvng wg «aomidagy
amévavtt oTovg Kvdvvoug g Tpaypatikyg vrapéng mapovotddet peydin opotd-
mta pe pa mapatjpnon mov ékave o Ppéuvt oto Votepo dokiptd tov «ITépav
™G apyric g ndoviier, mov ypdgmke to 1920. Xto Sokipo avtd, o Ppduvt opi-
et to gAotd tov eykepdov, otov omofo evtomilel ) ovveidnon, apdpora, wg
pa «mipootatevtiky aomidar anévav o epebioparta mov Ha anetrovoav v
woopporiia kat v emPinon Tov opyaviopoy edv amodetkviovtav viép Tov déo-
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viog toyvpd.* H ovveldnon Aertovpyel emopévag dyt pévo wg péoov vrodoyis
aM\d emiong, kat to oNpavtkétepo, K¢ péoov mpootaociag evavua ota éviova
epebiopata. ‘Omnwg to Satvndver o Ppbuvt emakpiPas: «['ia tov dvra opyavi-
o6, M mpooracia evdvria ota epebiopata eivar oyedév o onpavuky Aertovpyia
ané mv medadyymy tev epebiopdrovs.* H ouvveldnon gaiverat va efvat Stapeoo-
Aafnoig mg oyéong evég opyaviopol téoo pe tov eoteptkd 600 Kat pe Tov 00
epiké kéopo. Opolng, To Toptpéto €xel emwptotel T péAo g ouveidnong tov
mpwTayoviot] oto pubotépnpa, Aertovpydviag g kuptodektiky aomida ot
@Bopd kat g ovvarobnpatikés ovvémeles g mpaypatikig swiig tov. To aveéd-
vTAnto @dopa ndovikdv epmelptdv kat atoBjoewv mov anoapPdver o Ntéprav
Kkat 1 Tapouddng okAnpdta mov emdetkviet TPog Tovg dAAovg Tmydset and
mv avooia otov Tévo Tov tov dtacpaliGet 1) Exv, to TopTpéTo.

H ovoyétion mge Yuyavdivong pe tov atobnuiopsé dev elvar amidg ovpmtn-
patiky. O Tovdihvt ékave ékikAnon yia éva eidog téyvne aAid kat yia pia em-
otiun mov emrtéAovg Ba epgvvovoay g «To evodpvyes diepyaoies tov avBpd-
mvov pvarody, émwg avékafe va kdver 1 Yoyavdivon.*® H Spvon g Yuya-
vdlvong Sev elvat pévo adyypovn pe v koplpwon tov atobntikod kvijpartog,
alld emiong avt 1 «véa emotipny epevvd {nuipata ndovic kat embopiag pe
ta omola aoyoAeitat mpoypappatikd o atobnuiopds. ‘Omneg Snidver otov Nté-
plav o Aépdog Xévpu, o kiplog vrepaomotic kat kfjpvkag v atodntikdy
18edv oto pubotépnpa tov F'ovdidve: «H ndovy eivar to pévo mov a&iGer va
éyet Bewpiar,®® amydvrag m Bepediwon tov pnyaviopoy g avBpdmivng
Yoyis, dpa kat ™mg avdivorc g, katd ™ @potdik Bewpia, oy mepipnun
«apyr} mg ndoviigr, to okomé G anbéknong evxapioTong kat g amoPuyfg
‘mg dvoapéokelag.

A100yr10p6¢ Kar karavalwrixds yooviouds

‘Ovtag Yotepo apakAddt tov popavtiopod, o atobnuopds gaivetat va potpd-
Cetat mv £pgaoct tov popavtikod KIVHATOG 0TV opop@td kat To etdVAAL0,
kabig kat to TPoowTKS Gpapa Tov Hovadikod kal EPTIVEVOHEVOL ATEHOL TIOV
vnepBatver mv kovovia.’” Evrottorg, n Aatpeia tov texyntod and tovg atobn-
TOTEG Kat 1) amdppum ek p€poug Tovg TV 1NdikokoveVIKGV deopeboemv Tpog
xdptv evég avoptkoy kat ndoviotikod atoptopoy éxt pévo tovg Stagopototel
amné tovg o Nhikods kat oVAAOYIKA TPOoAVATOALOHEVOLG PORAVTIKOVG, AAAd
emfong mpowBel évav kabapd vapkiooiotiké témo mposwmikdmTag, Tov omolo
evoapkavet o Ntéprav. T'a tovg atobnuiotés, 1 ndovobnpia dev perpiddeta
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ané mv mapépPaocn mge «apyric ™g mpaypatikémracy 1 omofa Stacpaiifet mv
kotvevikémta. O Ntéprav aéidver yia tov eavtéy tov «atdvia vidta, atéAeion-
0 TdBog, AeTrtég Kal pLoTKEG amoAavoELs, dypleg xapés kat o dypta aképa
apaptipatar.®® To éu o Ntéplav efvat vépkiooog avayvopitetat akdpa ka
péoa oto kelpevo ané tov Adpdo Xévpu I'ovérov, tov mvevpatikd tov pévro-
pa.®® H avdivon tov Ppbuvt yia to vapkiootopd emfepaidver avti| m Sdyve-
on mepartépo. Ot pavracidoeig mavroduvapiag tov Ntéplav, n avikavémtd
Tov va ayamjoet ainBivd tovg dAdovg kat, to Kuptdtepo, 1 ENen)m Stagopo-
To{nong avdpeoa oTov £auTté TOL Kat TV EIKGVa Tov 0dnyoly oe avti T dnpo-
@ eppmvevtie katedBuvon.*®

H avdyvwon tov yapaktipa tov Ntdprav og pra mepimtwon vapkioototikiic
maBoroylag ek pdrme Seng patvetat va evioyiel v kpatodoa avriAnm g
kprukis g o Ntéprav kat ta davikd tov atodnuotdv ta omofa avumpoon-
medet efvat «mapakptakd» kat eptbwpraxis epPéerag. Evrovrorg, amé kotvevi-
Kkoiotoptky dmoym, n vriepPfohiki| éppaon tov atodnuopo’ oy ndovy kat og
Srapkag véeg atobfoeis kat epebiopata, oe ovvdvaoud pe v andbnon tov
mévov, tov Bavdtov kat ™g yipavong, onpatodotody v avddvon evég véou
THTIOL LTIOKEWEVIKGTNTAG, TIOV TIAPAYEL 1) VEOTEPIKGTNTA® LA VTTOKEIUEVIKOTY-
ta n omofa dev efvat mAéov otabepy kat eviaia aldd avtiBeta pevoty, petaBin-
o, emtedeotiky. Elvat evéeictkd 6t o Ntdprav «amopotoe ovyvd pe ™ pnyr
Yuyoroyla avtdv mov Bewpody to Eyd tov avbpdmov oav kdt moAl anhé,
Suapxég, otabepd kat povokdpparton,*” ipoavayyéAhovrag moAd obyypoveg ovA-
Mjpeig yia v moAkamAdmta kat ) Oepehiddn aotdbeta kar oydon tov vio-
keypévov. H atobnuiotiky evvotodéynon tov embopntod eavtod og pa oepd
amné «pdokeg» avtl yia ovotddn ovrémra enkvpdvetat vtodetypatikd 0to
Suyaopévo ipdowo tov drov Tov Ntéprav. Katadewkvietar dpwg eniong omyv
neptypagpy g andpprmg mg nhomotod Zifuviag Bénv ané tov Ntéprav, akpt-
Bddc ) otyp mov ekelvn émaye va vrodletar dAa mpbowma, motebovtag
g elxe Ppet Tov ainBivé (kat optotikd) eavtd g péow g aydimg g yia
ekefvov. O Ntéplav opodoyel éu elye epotevbel m Zifvia amokielotikd emet-
&1 kdbe Ppddv evodpkwve oto Béatpo Srapopetikég Npwideg tov Zalsmmp,
epgpavigétav pe dAro Tpoowneio:

AMote efvar PogaAivra ki dAote Tpoyévn. Ty éxw Set va mebaiver peg oto okotdd
£v6g rtakikon tdov, povgpadvtag to dninuipto ané ta xeldn tov ayarmpévov mg. Tnv
£y mapakoovBijoet va meptmiaviétat peg 0o 84oog tov Apvtev, petappieopévn o’
éva Spop@o ayépt, Popdvtag pakptés KAAToes, yidéko kat toaymiviko okovpdxkt [...].
Thv efda o€ kdBe emoyr| kat B’ 6Aa ta kovotovpa.
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‘Opag, étav n Zifvia eykataleinet Tig petap@réoets g xdpty ekeivov mov
avayvepiGel o tov «rpaypatikd» eavté mg, o Ntéprav 6yt pévo mv katmyopel
TG ydAaoe 1o «eldAAMS» Tov, arrd emiong apgiBdider 6T exeivn Ba propovoe
mpdypat va Stabéter kdmora tavtémta mépav TV pOAMY G, TG HIPUNTIKHG
avanapdotaons, dnAdvovtds mg katyopnpatikd: «Xwopic ™y txvn oov, dev
eloat timotar.*® Q¢ ovvifwg, ot yuvaikes mapapévouvy eykhoPlopéveg oe pa
katnyopikr] EARenm) VITOKEPEVIKOTNTAG, 1) oTola TipéTtel eTTAéOV va amokpy-
mrretat péow g Beatpicdmrag: éva mayvidt péAev mov avaykdiovtat va vio-
Betrjoovv oto MAaloto ¢ atprapytkrg otkovopiag g oe&ovahikrc embupiag.

Etvat evdragépov 6t o vapkiootopds tov Ntdprav, €tot 6meg ovpmopedetat
pe ) Aatpeia g opopPids, ™G vedmtag kat tov ndovay, avakaiel myv mepi-
@npun perém tov Christopher Lasch H xovdzovpa zov vapriooopuod, oo ) vap-
Koottt mpoocwmikdtta dev Dewpeltar mAiéov bk} Puyomaboroykn mepi-
TTOOoN aAAd pdARoV oBpQUTY Pe TV KATAVAAWTIKY KOVATOUPA TG VEWTEPLKS-
mrag.* Ex mpdng dews pmopel va gaivetar mapddoén 1 viarvioobpevn
obyKALon ™G «OYtTeToVE» atobnuklg Tov aoBntiotdy pe exeivn tov Aaikod
katavaletkod Adyov, ot «yvdatdtntar tov omofov Ba avapevétav va av-
tdooovtat ot atoBntiotéc.*® Evrovtorg, vndpyouvv oA otoryela mov tekpn-
prdvouy ) odykion avti. 'a mapdderypa, o Ntépiav mapovordietat og
arbiter elegantiarum,*® évag nyétng pédag g emoyiic tov, mov katavardvet
nabraopéva byt pévo moAbtipa avukeipeva éyvng kat vAkd ayadd aAid emi-
ong teAeTovpytkd kat Sravontkd mpoidvta, «avaindvrag anoAadoelg mov va vat
Tavtéypova kavovpytes kat NSOVIKES, kat va “yovv aképa kat to otoryefo Tov
mapadé&ov mov efvat téoo ovoraotikd yia to popavtiopdr.*” TvAkéyet mapdte-
va avtke{peva ané 6ho tov kéopo, koopfjpata, Aibovg, kevrjpata, tdmteg kat
ekkAnotaotikd dpgua, kaw vioBetel exdextikiotikd avupatikd déypata kat 16éeg,
ané 1o pwpatokadorkiopd g o pvotikiopsd kat to dapPviopd, 6Aa ya pa
ovvropn mepiodo.*® Akorovbdvtag ovverdntd tov Ntet Eoévt, to mpérumo tov
KATavaA® ] TOATIOPKGY TIPOIOVTOV 0T0 A Rebours*® 7 emBuopia tov Ntépav
apBpdvetat oy otk opaipa g moArtioptkyg katavdiwong: yedetat GAeg
TG TEXVNTEG amoAavoelg Tiov Tipooépovtat diymg va deopedetat ané omotadi-
mote ovvémela mpotpijoeav. Qotéoo, avtibeta ané tov Nted Eoévt, o Nt6-
plav dev «katavardvew pévo téxv kat texvovpyfjpata Prdver aképa kat tov
{10 Tov auTd TOL WG avTIKE(PEVO TEXVNG, pe TV Tavtém)td Tov aridkota Suxa-
opévn petagd mg etkdvag Tov TopTpETOL ToL Kat Tov (Stov, évrag éva Béapa ya
tovg dAAovg 600 Kkat yia tov {810 tov eavtd tov. AMwote o Ntdpiav eiye vro-
yPAeL To «paovotiké» Tov oBpPeVo pe Pdon pia eéva Tov EauTol Tov, pia
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tavtéoyta mov tov énetoe va viobetiioet o Adpdog Xévpu.®® Zav kaAdg «Sragn-
poter, o Aépdog Xévpu tob amokaAbmtet Tig apétpnteg Suvatdmtég Tov,
TIPOTPETOVTAG TOV Va YIVEL a@evig avtdg Tov «mpaypatikd» efvat kat agetépov
éva Weddeg, évag «timogy:

ZNote! Znote v vrépoyn Gw1 ov vitdpyet péoa oag! My xavete tinote Sucé oag. N’
avaintdte mdvta kawvodpieg amohavoets. Mn gopdote tinote... "Evag véog Hoovi-
opés va T yperdbetat o awdvag pag. Mmopeite va yivete to opaté tov adpforo. “Exo-
VTag my mpoommkdT|Ta mov £YeTe, dev vnidpyet tiote ov de Ba propovoate va meTd-
xete. O kéopog aviket oe oag [...].

[...] H Zot 009 éyet puiaypéva ta ndvra, Ntépiav. Me my kataminkuki| opopprd
oov, pmopels va kdvelg 6, BAAeis pe to vou cov.

[...] Tovtn ) ouypr eloat évag tédetog timog. |...] Efoat o témog mov avaintder v emo-
i hag kat ov goPdrar bu Pprike. !

IMapadéémg, mapd tov viepPoAkd TOVIoUS TG ATOPKETNTAS ToV, 1) VA vTTo-
KketpevikdTTa mov exmpoooel o davdric Ntépiav ovoraotikd otepeltat tavtd-
mrag, ekminrovtag amAdg oe évav «tbmon, ekeivov Tov «véov ndovioti».**
‘Omnwg draknpiooet o Aépdog Xévpu, o Ntépiav mpdkettat va evoapkdoet to
18eddeg g emoyiis Tov «véov Hioviopot»*® pa gpdon mov opiGet mpoopuig
TN HOVTEPYVA KATAVAADTIKY] ETIOXH.

H véa ndoviotiky tdom mov mpowbeitat ané tov awobnuopd pmopel oapds
va evvonBel agevég wg eniBeon ota mpdtuma g kpatovoag movpLavikig
aokntkig NOkNg kat coPpoovvig, 1 omola TPdkpLve Tov TéVo Kkat T oTéEPNoN
évavt g améAavong Kat G OpopPLds, kat agetépov ot Adiki| yvdatdtnta
Tov avéavépeva pagikoy moArtiopol g emoxns. [apaddéwg, dpwg, ta épya
Kkat ot Bewpleg twv atobnuotdy eppavitovy onpavtikés ovyyéveteg pe ) Pikto-
plavy okavéaiobnpiky dnpoctoypagpia kar pubiotoproypagia, apd ta Bew-
povv vrodeéotepa. I'a mapddeypa, To moprpaizo rov Nrdpiav I'cpév avilel
otovyela and ToAAd Aaikétpoma Aoyoteyvikd (6, dtwg ot totopieg puompiov,
ot yotbikég pubiotopies tpdpov kat n Yuyoroyiky pubiotoproypagia, kabdbg
emiong kat ) kopwdia, oy omofa o F'ovdiAvt katelye ta Mpweia, eved ovvdpa
xpnopototel ta kowvétoma potifa tov ewdvAiiov kat g avtoktoviag, Tov
pvotpiov, g apaptiag kat g tpwpiag. [Tapdt, dnwg éxer amoderybel, to
pubotépnpa oy mpaypatikémta Siakepmdel kal epwveletatl avtd ta e{dn
kat potifa, avaperyviovtds ta pe avopBsdoto tpémo,* eviotrols eEaxorovbel
va potpdgetat, éo0tw acvvaiobnra, pe ) padiky kovAtolpa tev Yotepwv Piktm-
plavadv xpévev pa apdvraot) £AEn yia to okavdéai@deg kat tig atobnotakés
Sieyépoeig.
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Qotéo0, Tiow amd avti ™ véa KATavaA® iKY VITOKEPEVIKGTNTA Kat T
Aatpeia g ndovig kat g vedmtag voPaokeL to dyyog tov Bavdtov wg n
G\ Sy tov ToArtiopot g vewtepikérag. O Ntdpiav apbpdvet m obvde-
on avtt}, kaBdg emavaiapPdver viivotopéva g 1déeg tov Adpdov Xévpu Tov
armyoby oAb évtova g mpoavagepbeioes 1déec tov [Tértep:

Nat. Oa ’pyérav, éneg 1o "xe mpopntéyet o Adpdog Xévpu, évag véog Hdoviopdg, mov
Ba Eavadnpovpyovioe ™ o1 kat Ba ™y éowie ané tov okAnpd kat Tapdkatpo Tovprra-
VIop6 mov 1) emoy pag otddnke pdprupag mg avapioor tov. [...] dev Ba mapadeydrav
moté kapid Bewpia 1§ ovompa mov Ba poimébete m Buoia evég omotovdjtote TpémOoL
epmetpiag tov mabdv. Xkomdg tov, mpdypatt, Ba "tav aveq n (dia n epmepia, kat dyt ot
kapmoi mg epmerpiag, adidpopo av efvat yAvkol 1j mkpot. Aev Ba "ye kapia oyéon pe tov
aoknTopd mov vekpavet tg atobfoeig, obte kat pe ) yudaia akodaota mov g apfAd-
ver. Oa didaoxe dpwg rov dvlpwno v’ avroovykevipdverar orig ortyués Ty Swifs, mov eivar k’
7 161a pra orayps}.>

H avagopd ot {01 wg povdya «pia oty emavagpépet 0o mpookijvio
ouveldnon tov egrpepov Tov Slakpivel TOV VEGTEPLKS TIOAITIOPS Kat TV evop-
pnon Bavdrov, n omola Sramepvd to atoBnriotikd pubiotépnpa tov I'ovdidve
(6mwg kat tov Oviopdve), mapaddéwe, éyt mapd myv éppovn Bepatomoinon g
anéravong aArd akpiBog eEartiag avrig. Eivar onpavukéd éu o Ntéplav mov-
Adet v Juyrf Tov yia va amogiyet ) yfjpavon énerta and tov «mapdevo
Tavnyvpiks yia ta vidta» mov éaie o Adépdog Xévpu: «Nidta! Nudra! X avtdy
Tov kéopo dev vtdpyet amoditwg tinot dAko. Movdya vidtaly, kat my «tpope-
pYj Tov Trpoetdomoinon yia to méoo ypriyopa ofijvouvs.* O Ntéplav potpdietat
pe tov Nteg Eoévt, tov dAho apyetvmikéd «atobnuiy, évav fabb @bpo ya to
Bdvaro kat v avandgevin TpooTrtiky Tod va yiver putudiacpévog, YEpog kat
doynpog:
Nat, 6a ’pyérav pra pépa mov to mpdowé tov Ba yéule putideg, Ba paparvétav, ta
pdua tov Ba BoAdvave kat Ba éyavav o xp@pa tovg, 1 xdpn Tov kopptot Tov Ba yavé-
tav kat Oa mapapopgwvétav. H moppipa Ba eEapavigétay ar’ ta yelhn tov kt o ypbévog
Ba "ihePe o ypuodgr ar’ ta parid tov. H Lon mov Ba wpatomotovoe myv Yoy tov Ba
TapapépeVe To adpa tov. Oa kataviovos @pikaéos, amokpovaTikds, dyapog.®

Zoyypévogs, 6pog, o Tpépog tov fpoa yia to yijpag kat to Bdvato potdset va
tov mapaktvel pdAlov mapd va tov amnotpémnet and to va mpokalel tov mévo
Kkat 1o Bdvato otovg dAlovg — ot veapy nhototd, oto wypdgo tov TopTpéTov
oV, 0ToV Veapd emotipova, otovg ToAvdptBpovs véoug kat véeg Trov amomAd-
vnoe adakpitog’ £0g 6tov ovvavtd teAikd tov Siké tov Bdvato, akpiPag ™
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oTyptj ov 0 avtiotabptotikés pdAog TOV amoAavoEmV TG TEXVNG TIPOG TG
atédeteg kat ™G anoieleg ™mg {wig, mov dratvpmaviGel o atobntiopds, avet
va Aertovpyel. O Ntdprav payaipdvet to yepaopévo TopTpéTo Tov O jiLa ovp-
BoAucr} mpdén avtoktoviag. Atadpapatifetal 56 téo0 1) apyik| amdpvnon g
evéppnong Bavdtov ek pépovs v aobnuotdv 6oo kat 1 teAky emiepdmon
™G elvat onpaivov ev mpoketpéve dt o Ppduvt eviédet avayvdptoe ato vote-
po épyo tov «ITépav mg apyfc g ndovicr v evéppnon Bavdrov wg mpw-
tevovoa oe oxéon pe v apyr] g ndoviig, tov BepéAtov Aibov g Yuyavdiv-
ong (kat tov atodnuopov). Qotdoo, pe ™y Tpdén tov, o Ntéprav eniong ema-
veykabiotd aovvalodnta my téyvn evzds g Gong, kat 6yt akivévva mépa 1
¢Ew ané avtiy, og amAd dekavikt 1 avaiynuké mg. Kat mapd tig moAAég
apgronpies ™G kat ) gawopevikd nbikomiaotiky katdAnéy mg, 1 wtopia
tov Ntéprav propel va drafaotel wg alnyopikr] avanapdotaoy tov yeyovo-
06 61t, ©g ovvémela g mapakpic mg Opnokeiag, oy exkoopkeLpPEVY VE®-
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ABSTRACT

ANGELIKI SPIROPOULOU: Aesthetic Anaesthetic? Art as Anaesthetic in fin de siécle
Aestheticism

This paper looks at some of the presumptions and contradictions of fin de siécle literary
aestheticism in relation to aspects of modernity of which it is paradigmatic. Taking
Baudelaire’s poetry and essays as a starting point, I pinpoint the sense of ephemerality
and the concomitant “cult of the new” as expressive of the nature and logic of modernity.
These features can also be found at the heart of aestheticism’s conceptualization of art
and the Subject, interwoven with a problematic of emotions, and especially of pain and
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pleasure. The aesthetes went against both dominant puritan morality and realist
aesthetics by rejecting art’s claim to truth value or reflecting the real, and by focusing,
inversely, on form. However, despite the common perception that aestheticism’s theory
of art is purely formalist, I argue that, on the contrary, at the theoretical core of
aestheticism lies a concern with emotions. According to Walter Pater’s influential study
The Renaissanceand the critical and literary writings of Oscar Wilde, on whom this paper
focuses, the life ideal that is achieved more fully through art is the experience of rich
emotions and of new, intense sensations which offset the inevitability of mortality and
the ephemerality distinctive of secular modernity. Wilde paradoxically defines art as
superior to life on the grounds not only of the inexhaustible and strong sensations it can
offer but also, and more importantly, for the mutual avoidance of pain and achievement
of pleasure it can serve. Art provides pleasure at our request and it literally functions as a
virtual “anaesthetic” to the pain caused by actual life with its imperfections and
disappointments. This theory is emblematically illustrated in the famous novel 7he
Portrait of Dorian Gray where, following its archetype, the scandalous A4 Rebours by Joris
Karl Huysmans, there is dramatized a displacement of human relations and emotions in
the world of art, and more precisely on the surface of an artwork, the portrait of the hero
who, inversely, is increasingly presented as a “face without a heart”; a predicate that
would suit a portrait better than a human being. Wilde’s definition of art’s function as a
“shield to pain” is comparable to Sigmund Freud’s observation in his later “Beyond the
Pleasure Principle” that consciousness in essence works similarly as a mediator, a shield
to external stimuli which may prove painful or dangerous for the Subject. In the novel,
the portrait has assumed the role of the hero’s consciousness, functioning as a shield to
aging and the degrading effects of his (evil) real actions. The inexhaustible range of
pleasurable experiences and sensations that Dorian enjoys as well as his proverbial cruelty
to others, to his actress-lover, the painter Basil, the young scientist and a number of
young women and men, stem from his immunity to pain that is ensured by his portrait,
by art. At the same time, however, from a historical point of view, the subjectivity
represented by dandy Dorian rests on the model of “new Hedonism” propounded in the
novel as the “ideal of the new age” by Lord Henry, the spokesman of aestheticism in the
novel. Going for ever-new pleasures, eternal beauty and youth, Dorian epitomizes the
performative, mutable and pleasure-secking “type” of self which is the outcome of the
blending of narcissism with consumerism peculiar to modernity. In this sense, despite
the putative formalist elitism of the aesthetes and their supposed objection to the realist
dogma of art’s dependence on life, the vulgar, anti-intellectual sentimentality and the
rising mass culture of their times, they are also proved to comply with the consumerist
rhetoric of the market and bear witness to secular modernity’s inability to handle death
anxiety and pain by repressing them, while it simultaneously keeps causing them by its
relentless promotion of the ever-new and pleasurable.
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