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I A. ZOYPHX

TO PQMATKO EPTOSTATIO OIMAQN (FABRICA)
THE ©ESZAAONIKHE. MIA NEA EINITPAGH

Té npatxd Egyootdoilo dmhwv (fabrica) tig Oeooahovinng pag hrav Ewg
TWEA YVWOTO Povo amd pia dvaqopd mov yiveral o' adtd, otdv ®atdAoyo
1oV Epyootacinv attod 10U eldoug Tov dmolo pag mapadider 7t Notitia Digni-
tatum.! Ol fabricae &pytoov va dnpuovpyouvral Enl AtoxAntiavod of doxetéc
nOAeLg TV Tapauedopiwy xvging Exagyidv Tiig avtoxpatogiag, &mov o14-
Bugve & ®VOLOg Byrog TOD 0TEATEVHATOG. Ol TOAELG QUTEG KATE ROVOVA SLéOe-
Tav OTHV TEQLOXNA TOVG Mnyég Epodacuod yid Thv TEOunfela TV TEWOTWY
VAV IOV xpnaoLporoloboay té Egyoataota, 68nd dixtua yud v petagqopd
TV TEOTOVTWVY Toug 1ol Emiong dyvowuéveg Béoelg yLd v dopalela T@v
¢yrataotdoedv toug.2 Td mepLaooTega &nd téd £gyoatdoia adrd eldixevoviay
OTHV HOTUOXEUT OUYXEXQLUEVOU ELDOVG EMLBETINOD i ApLuvTIHOD OTALONOT, dva-
hoya pé tig avayxeg T@wv povadwy mov Gueca tpodialav xai cvpgwva pé
YeVixOTEQO OYedLAOO Yid TéV EEomALopd Tob arpatedparog.’

Z¢ 8,1L dpopd 016 Epyoataalo tig Oeooarovixng dév Exovie TAnQopopies

1. Notitia Dignitatum, &x8. O. Seeck (1876), Or. XI, 35-9: Illyrici quatuor: Thessalo-
nicensis, Naissatensis, Ratiarensis, scutaria Horreomargensis.

2. T4 tig fabricae, ¢x16g &nd ta Mippara otd yevixd Eoya Daremberg - Saglio,
Dictionnaire des antiquités 11 (1876), 959-61 s.v. fabrica (C. Julian) xai RE VI (1909),
1925-30 s.v. fabricenses (O. Seeck), . dx6pn R. MacMullen, Inscriptions on Armour and
Supply of Arms in the Roman Empire, AJA 64, 1960, 23-40- A. H. M. Jones, The Later
Roman Empire, *OE@dodn 1964, 834-6 nal xvpolwg S. James, The fabricae: State Arms
Factories of the Later Roman Empire otév 1. J. C. Coulston (¢my1.), Military Equipment and
the Identity of the Roman Soldiers, BAR International Series 394, *OEqdodn 1988, 257-
330. T'Wé ™ fabrica tiig @ecoarovixng fA. Tig ovvtopneg dvagopés tav F. Tafel, De Thes-
salonica eiusque agro, Begolivo 1839, 184, onp. 30 nal J.- M. Spieser, Thessalonique et ses
monuments du I'Ve au Ve siécle, lTaglow 1984, 15, onp. S1.

3. BA. S. James, &.1., 262 %.£E., 8mov é neLoTind TEOMO GvTikgoveTal i TaAaid-
1epn Bewpia tob O. Seeck (8.1., 1926) ovppwva pé v dnola thy EEetdixevon 1av
toyoaraciov otV XaTooreU uyxexQupévoy eldovg Smiwv v Enéflakav ol avro-
ROATOQES, YL& va roTEémouv Tiiv duvatdtnta v Bavav diexduxntdv Tig EEovaiag
Toug vé ¢EomAiLovv TG oTpatevpaTd Toug dnd Tiv agaywyn Td@V ¢gyoostaciwy piag
ROVO REQLOYTG.
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oflite yLd 16 xpdvo Tilg WpUaNg Tov obte xai yid t6 eldog TV dmAwy TV *a-
taoxevale. "Emutiéov dév yvwpilovue tovg Aoyoug mov vraydpevoav th dn-
poveyia Tov of pia TOAN 1 Omoia foLoxdTav OXETRE paxQLd &rd Thv TaQaA-
neddoLa Eovn.

‘O Simon James otiv tpdoqatn cuvBetixn pehétn Tov yi& tig fabricae 016
ouvoro Thg avtoxpatoplag Exgedlel Tiv dmoyn 6TL 16 2oy0oTdalo avTd 1dev-
Bmre amd 1OV Tarépro otd TAaiolo Tob pelfovog oixodoxov TEOYRAUaTOG
nov avélafle otiv oA, dtav v énéleEe yud £dpa tov. Tiv mEdTaon TOV
abti otnlCel 6 James 016 mapdAinio tig dpuang Evdg Egyoataaiov Smhwyv
ot Nuxoundera tiig BlBuviag, 16 6moto —ovpgpmva pé pagtupia 1od Aaxtd-
viou'— 18000Mmee &d TOV AtoxAntiavéd UITo apdpoteg cuvBiixes.’ TTpdxettan
yi& pio Exdoyn worv mibavi, f Omoia ®@OT6a0 Sév roel vd EmifefatmBel
and tig Ewg onuepa drabéaipeg mnyés. TTaviwg, 1 TOAN xatd ™V Enoxn Tiig
Elevong Tov Takegiov of avtiv fitav 7idn xakd dxvowpévn pé teixn,s dote
progovoe v& guhoEevioel wé dogdhrela Eva ¢gyootdolo altod Tob eldoug.
"Emtiong éhdota uroget va& auqiiaier xaveig 8tL fidn dtébete hpavt” pnéow
100 6molov Bd wrtogoboe va dtaxiveltal péEOg TOUAAXLOTOV TV dvayxaiwv
TEmTwv VAGOV 800 xai Tiig magaywyhc Tob ¢gyootaaiov.

“Exer ¢nlong 6084 moatnouyBet Stu 1 dstdgpaon tig 1dguong £védg Egyo-
otaciov dmhwv ot Oecoalovirn BG meémer va oxetileran pé 16 yeyovdg Tiig
UnagEng petardeiov owdngov otn Maxedovia xal iduaitega oTh yertovixn
Xarndun.8 Ol dvayreg @ot1600 Shwv TdOV Egyootaciwv o mpwmTeg UAeg dév
apooDoav AtoxAELOTIXG 0” aUTO T pétairo. Td Egyootdota, )., TOY KATA-

4. De mort. pers., 7.

5. BX. S. James, 8.7., 265.

6. TG teiyn avtd enérpepav otiv TOAN vé dvrotabel pé Emruyia otig mohogxieg
T@v I'Ot0wv Aiyo petd té péoa 1ob 3ov al. p.X.- BA. oxetnd J.- M. Spieser, BCH 98,
1974, 516. T4 thv dx0pmwan tiig Oeooarovixng xatd ToVg QMPATROUS xedvoug A, T.
Behévng, Td telxn tiic Ocooaiovinng aré tév Kdooavdpo s tév ‘HpdxAeio, Oecoa-
Aovixn 1989, 27-50.

7. Td t6 medfAnpa tig UapEng Apaviod ot Oeooarovixn, wolv dnd adtd mov
oupuva pé Tdv Znowo xataoxevaoe O Kwvotavrivog té 322 w.X., fA. "A. Putdxng, ‘H
KOLWVOTNTA TV «TUUTQAYHATEVOUEVOV» Popaiwv Tiig ©scoalovikng xal 7 popaixn
olxovopxt dreigduvon ot Moaxedovia, "Agxala Maxedovia 1V, ©ecoakovixn 1986,
512 onp. 5, nat F. Papazoglou, Les villes de Macédoine a I'époque Romaine (BCH, Suppl.
16),”Abnva 1988, 208. Thv UaEN Apaviod otiv TOAN XATd TOUG TOMLLOVS ATO-
xpaToQtXovg xpovoug EmBefardver Eupeca xal pia véa Emypagn, RA. E. Voutiras,
Berufs - und Kultverein: ein doduog in Thessaloniki, ZPE 90, 1992, 87-96.

8. D. Samsaris, Le mines et la metallurgie de fer et de cuivre dans la province romaine de
Macédoine, Klio 69, 1987, 152-162 (oe). 161). I'i& td petardela tic Maxedoviag fA.
¢niong A. Keramidtiev, MacedActaArch 3, 1977, 103-115.
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oxevafav t6Ea, BéAn xal donideg yonoponorotoav xal &ileg VAeg, xvpimg
Evho.? Kai 0 abtiv dpwg thy megintwon 16 ouyxexQuuévo ¢pyootdoto B84
wrogoboe drpdoxronta vé tpodialetar ad 1d daon tig Maxedoviag, 1 Endp-
xer0 #al f mowdtnta thg Evkelag t@v 6moiwy elval yvwoth 1idn and v xha-
ow &moyh. 10

‘H dudoneta tiig EmiBiwong tod ¢gyootaciov avtod, dmwg dhiwote rai
1OV GAlwv Epyootaciwv Tiig dvatolxiic Balxavixic, dév nag elval yvoworti.
‘O James éxq@odagel Tnv tmdOeon St petd tig xataorgopixéc Emdoopés Twv
Oivvwv 00 "Attika, Ayo molv &xd té péoa tod Sov al. |L.X., 1é ¢gyoardaia
1fig meQLoyfic avtiic otapdtnoav vé& ettovgyoiv xal 1 oxetixn dpaotnoudTnta
neta@éBnre yud peyalvtegn aogdlewa otiv Kovotaviwvoumohn.!! Avto
®aT600 duarora progel va loxvel oé §,TL dpopd atd Egyoataato Tiig Oecaa-
Aovixng xaBag f wéAn, tiv tdia dxoBhg Emoxn (441 p.X.), yiverar mowrev-
ovoa 1ol TAAvourod ral dstoxtd daitepn omovdardTnra otd mhaiolo Tod
AvaTtoMroD QWPATROD ®QAToVG. 2 "EQYootdoto Smhwv @aivetan vd Untiigye oth
©eocarovinn xai ratd ™ péon Putavrivy epiodo, Smwg deiyvouv pogrupieg
tob 100v nal 120v al. pn.X.13 Aév yvowpltovue Béfara &v fi xataorevaaTLxm
avth SpaotnoLdtnta cuvexlotme Ywplg draxomég atnv TOAN dd ™y Emoxn
Tiig pwpaixiig fabrica. KAmoleg TavIwg OxeTinég Texvinég Eutelpleg elvar mu-
Bavov va Emfiwoav atdv tomxd mhnbuopd.

Ol fabricae fitav ovwiBwg peydheg mapaywywnés povadeg ol Omoleg ara-
aYOLOUOaV TOAVAELONO TEOOWITLRO. AUTO elye (g dmoTédeapa ol EQyatopevor
o¢ autég (fabricenses, EAL. pafouxiioiot) vé dmorehotv GELOAOYO OTOLXETO TOD
nBuopod Té@v nélewv otig dmoleg figav Eynateatnuévol. 4 "Avaroya alodOnti
mpémeL v fitav xal i magovaia T@v gafouxnciwv otiv xowvevixh Lwn Tig
Oeacolovixng tav Botepwv abTOXQATOOWMV Xedvav. “"Evav &d adtovg |ag
yvwoiLet i véa Emiypagii Tov dnpootevetan £d®, i dmola ragdAnia épiov-
TiCet tig oxeTwnd Alyeg Emypairés pagruples mov drabéroupe yud tig fabricae

9. BA. S. James, §.1., 267.

10. & t@ 8Gon xal ™v Evkela tiig Maxedoviag fA. N. G. L. Hammond, A History
of Macedonia, t. 1, "OE@bdedn 1972, 10, 206° R. Meiggs, Trees and Timber in the Ancient
Mediterranean World, "OE@p6pdn 1982, 123, 126 %.££.- E. N. Borza, In the Shadow of
Olympus. The Emergence of Macedon, Princeton 1990, 54-56.

11. BA. S. James, 8.5., 285-6.

12. Twa v orovdandtnta Tilg TéANG ratd v Exoyn avtn fi. "A. Kwovotavia-
nomovhov, Taropuxn Newypagla il Maxedoviag (406-605 alwvag), Tiavviva 1984, 64
».£E.- F. Papazoglou, .., 211-2,

13. BA. oxetwed F. Tafel, att. xai J.- M. Spieser, 8.x., (onp. 2), 44.

14. BA. A. H. Jones, 8.1, 835 S. James, 8.1., 276 J. Matthews, The Roman Empire of
Ammianus, Aovdivo 1989, 263.
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a6 16 ovvolo Tiig avtoxpartogiag. '
* %k Xk

Movoeio Oeosarovixng (ot6 EEfig M.O.), &p. xatodéyov 18144, Taprogdyog
amé Aevndpaio paopago, i xvpa dym tiig droiag mepyBdiretal and mhaioto.!6 O
610G £BgEONG TNG Pag Elvan yvwotog. Zdtovian Tela Bavopatd g, Td dvo &nd ta
Onota drorelodv Tpfipa tiig xVgLag Eventypagpng Symg tng. Alaotdaels Eveniypagpuv
Bpavoparwv: A (elx. 1) péy. pitxog 0,82 p.- péy. mhdrog 0,41. B (glx. 2) péy. pinog 1,49
néy. mhdrog 1,20. Tuvolixég daotdoelg capxo@dyov: uixog 2,40 W., owg. TAatog
1,26 tpog 1,20° maxog 0,12-0,15. “Ypog yooupdtwv 0,06. Aigatiya 0,05. ‘O devregog
otixog tiig tmyoagfig Exel xapayBel of rasura GAAov xepévov, yeyovog mtov deiyver STt
N capropayog elxe Eavayonoworondel. ‘H yoagn elvan mpelnuévn. Td yodpata
elvan Emuyipen xal oxeTixa otevd, Evd Udgyovv ToAld oupmAéypara.!” TS péyeBog Tod
Suixgov mouidiel xai yevind elvaw puxpdrego of tpog dnd 1 dmoLoLta yodppara.
T6 duéya Exer yovddn pooen.!8 “H mhdyia yoapupn 100 v doyxitel xdtw and 16 dvo
Gxrpo Tiig dolotepiic xepalag. ‘H deEld Aokn xepala 100 dAga Eemepva doxretd v
XOQUPH TOV yoappatog. TO axfipa T@v yoapparwy xal fi yevixn ¢vivmmaon Thig yoagiig
TOTOBETOVV T8 %eipeEVO 0TéV SYupo 30 #i oTév 4o al. n.X. 10

[...c. 6] avog arpar{i)wtng dvagepduevos 8v Tji eleo@ péfioixt
xai Avp. Zvpa 1t avufiolg adtol ¥ fiyogdoauey v 000V Tavtny
&x TV xovav xapdt{wv- el 6¢ g ETegog) ToAunon avoikat

4 XDOUG TRV e (.. talulp X M @ D

15. Tig oxeTixég pagrupies ovyrevrpwver 6 S. James (8.7., 260). TTpdxeita yLb dé-
%o neplmwov Entypagpés, xvplng dmripfies, ol mepLoodtepes &nd Tig Onoleg TEOEQYOV-
tau &red v Concordia tiig B. “Itahiag. BA. ¢niong D. Feissel, T & MByz 9, 1985, 456 =
SEG 35, 1985, 1486, 14 pia véa tmypagn of cagrogdyo £vég gafounoiov and v
"Avidyewa tiig Zuplag.

16. ‘O tUmog THG 0aEroPdyov elval yvwotdg otii Oecoalovixn xal and &ika
nagadelypara: BA. G. Koch - H. Sichtermann, Romische Sarkophage, Mévaxo 1982, 356.
Etyapiotieg dpelhw ot devBivigua 100 Movoelov Osooarovixng x. 1. Boxotomov-
Aov (1) mov pod mogexwonoe Tiv &dewa yud t perétn xal Exdoon tiig Emypagiic: &ni-
ong otiv xaB. x. ©. Zregavidov-Tileglov yua t fonbeld tng otiv dvaguvleon tawv
Bpoavopdtwy Tiig caproPayov.

17. Zuumdéypara: HE, ME, HE, MB, HT, ME, NZ, QN, NQN, MH, QP.

18. ‘H ywwviddng pooen avtod tod ypdppatog dév galvetar vé xonayomoLeiton
otig Emypagég Tilg Oeooalovixng petd tév 40 al. p.X.- fA. EVB. Touyopidag - K. Ao-
Bépdov-Tovyapida, Kardloyos yototiavixdv émiypagpdv otd povoela tiig Ocooaiovi-
xng, ©eocarovixn 1979, 109 (nlvarag yoappdtwy).

19. ‘Opoiétnra TogovaLtdter i popgn thg yoaefic pé adth Tav dxéhovbwv Em-
Yoa@av of oaexopdyovs and ™ Oecoakovixn: IG X.2,1 (o16 EEiig IG), 547 (3og al.
p.X.), 556 (ante f. III s. p. xatd tév Edson- perayevéotepn 100 1éhovg Tob 3ov al. p.X.
®otd T6v nE@To Exd6TN Tng B. Kahhutoritn' fA. B. Kallmoritng - A. Aagapidng,
"Agxaiar "Emypapai Osooalovixng, ©Oecoarovinn 1946, 13, &o. 7), 842 (3og-406 ai.
w.Xo).
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‘H oaprogdyos, yid v dmola yonorponoteitan & mepLoodtego ouvnoL-
ouévog ot Oeooalovixn §0og 0006620 dyopdotnxe, pogavdg £v Lwfi, xai
md Tovg Vo GULUYOUS éx TV XOLVDV xaudTtwv, dnh. pé xpnpara tov dro-
®XTNOMKAY &b xOLVEG TEOOTEBELEG.2!

‘H xataywyn xal 1dv dYo ngoowrwov nag elvat dyvoom. ‘O avfuyog
palvetar va @éger Eva dALyoaulhafo, mbBavdtata Aativind, cognomen L€ xa-
TGANEN of -anus fi -ianus.22 Té dvopa Zipa, mod @égeL fi aVLVyos, dmavid
dxdun pia @opd ot Oegoalovixn of Emtdeia Enygagn Tot 20v oi. 1.X.22 0
oVguyog avrompoadilogitetal £dM WG OTRUTLWTNG AVAPEQSILEVOS év Tji ElEQR
@afoixt (i gafoixt: Bh. TLL, s.v. fabrica), dnh. ¢ arpatudINg EyyeYQQpLLe-
VoG 0TOUG xaTaAGYOUS?* tdwv EQyalopévwy of Eva adToxQatopLxo £QY0aTaaLo
dmhwv. TS £pyootdoto adtd Aoyind dév uwoet va elvatr GAAo &td Exelvo mov
fitav éyxareotnpévo otiv TOAN. “ExeL idn UmootmouxBet 6t ol popatxég &o-
x£€G TNEOVOaV OXETLXOUS *OTaAOYOVS OTig fabricae, xaBwg TUITOL TOD PNILATOG
dvagéoeoBar pé abth ™ onpaocio dravrotv Aheg dvo gopég atic mnyég o
oyéon € mpdowrna oV VNQETOVOAY Of alTég.?S 2 ¢mripfiia Emypagn Tob
40v al. w.X. &6 v [Mavtakla tig ©pdxng évag @afoLxnotog dnhwvet ™ On-
teia Tov oty fabrica tiig Mogxiavoundrews ag EENG: dvagépoyte év Tfi gd-

20. BA. L. Robert, RPh 1974,215 = OMSV, 302.

21. O 196705 avTdg ANORTNANG CaEROPaYOL OO oULUYoug fi A ouyyevLxd
npbowna davtd molv ovyvd oth Ocooakovixn . IG 564, 572, 842, 877 (éx twv
xOLVV xaudtwv), 445, 478, 531, 562, 580, 583, 613, 628, 824, 903- SEG 30, 1980, 642
(éx 1@V xOLVAV x6mwy). TLd 16 @arvopevo attd xabwg xal yia EAha oxeTird maga-
delypata of Emypagés Tod 20V xal Tob 3ov al. p.X. ard ™ Maxedovia xai Th ©paxn
BX. A. T1. XpLotoghdmovrog, Nouixd Emtypagixd, Zewpd 2, *AbBiivor 1979, 73 ».EE.
T napadelypata kowviic olxovopriic deaoTnoLodTTag TOV CVTUYWYV 0T XATMHTEQA
xowvavixd atomparta BA. S. Treggiari, Roman Marriage, *OEp6dn 1991, 378-9.

22. Ol navohiEelg abtég elvan EEQLQETLRG OUYVEG OTA pwpatxd cognomina: (A, L.
Kajanto, The Latin Cognomina, ‘EAoiviu 1965, 107-110.

23. IG, 490. "O Edson yapaxtnpilel t6 Svopa Bpoxikd. ‘O G. Mihailov, CPh 70,
1975, 55, avriBeta, onpetwver 1L mbavag mpdxettar yud EAAnvixd Svopa mov Evdé-
XETaL pdhota va rodnidvel xataywyn and i Zvpla. T televtalo, Mot6o0, elval
E\Gyota mbavd: drmwg magatnoel & H. Solin (Beitrage zur Kenntnis der griechischen
Personennamen in Rom, "Exaivxu 1971, 102, onp. 5) ta dvdpata Ziipog, Tvpa elyav
tvoic eloywenoel ot Aativixi dvoparoroyia xal elyav madoel va dnidvouv v
ROTAYWYH TOV TEOOMNTWY oY Td Epegav. T'ud Tiv tagovoia T@v dVOpaTwv adt@y otig
¢magyleg Tic Baixavixiig fh. M. Buzalkovska-Aleksova, ZA 34, 1984, 199-204.

24. T4 th onpacia avt tiig petoxiic dvageoduevog of Emuypagés Tav Votepwv
avronpatopuxdv xedévav BA. L. Robert, Cahiers Archéol. 8, 1956, 33, dmov magatiBevran
16 mapdhinha: IG 112, 13218: ODarépiog "Avplveinog dvagepduevos v 1 Leo@
malarip xai E. Kalinka, OJh 23, 1926, Beiblatt 205-6, &0. 168: dvageodufe]vos év 1(fi]
eleo@ povntil- B\, &niong Bull. Epigr. 1966, 257.

25. S. James, .., 276.
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Bouxt Mapxiavom6ii.26 "Entiong o€ Neapd Tob Tovotiviavod Tob A tod Etoug
539 n.X. yiveranr Adyog y1é 10¥g év rais @dfolEly dvagepouévovs.?’ T yeyo-
vig 8L O 0TRATLWTNG TTOY PAG AraoyoAel ExTdg amd T Bnteia Tov o fabrica
d¢v dvapépel Umnpesia aé GAleg aTEATLOTIXEG MOVADES, NAG EmLToémel v&
Unobécoupe L avth fitav xai i pévn Béan ativ drola vITNEéTnae xatd ™
HéxOL OTLYRAG TOUAGXLOTOV otadiodoopio Tou.28 Tt Béon avti galvetar va
OeideL xai Th oTEATLLTIXT TOV IBLdTNTA RABG0OV Ol fabricae elxav dQYGvmon
rogdpoLa pé Exeivn TV payipwy povadwv rai i Bntela o abrég AoyLotav
(G RAVOVIXT OTEUTLWTLXN Uningeoia (militia).??

Elval f| T @opd mtov 16 éniBeto lepa Epgpavitetal otic Emypapés yud
vé mpoadropioel pia adtoxparopwxn fabrica. £é vojuxég, MoT600, TNYég TOD
50v xai tod 60v al. u.X. dwavtd 1600 16 Enifeto adtod, oo xai 16 hativixd
Tov dviioTtolyo <sacra>,30 16 6moto émiong Oév Enavileral atic oxeTnEg e
tig fabricae Aativixég Emiygagéc.

‘H ondvia ¢pgpdvion 1@v @ofounoiwv otic mnyég dév pag Emrpémel va
npoadlopicovpe pé xdmowa dxpiffeta obte THv xoLvwvixn Tovg Béon, odte TO
Babud tig EvowpndTwong Toug oTig TOMKEG KOLVWViEG. MTogobpe, aT1doo,
glloya va UmoBécoupe &1L N IBLOTNTA TOU OTRATLWTIXOD *al Td TEOVOULY TTOY
v tagaxorovBoboav EEacpdhilav dxoun xal atovg amhovg (Ui fadpogo-
poug) @afouxnciovg pia Béon olxovopund rai XOLVWVIXE TAEOVEXTIXOTEQN Evar-
VIL TOV XOTOTEQWY OTQWUATWY TMV TTOAewV OTig Ooleg ATav EyxaTETNiLE-
vou.3! "Avahoyn gaivetar va fitav xai i Béon Tob gafpuxnaiov Tiig Emiypagtic
otV ®owvvia tiig Oecoalovixng, 6w Tovhdylotov delyvel N duvardmntd
0V vé &yopdacel pio AELOTTOETN CaEROPAYO.

Ol oupTAnpwoeLg atovg ot. 2 xal 3 dév magovoidiovv idiaitepa mEofAn-
pata. ‘H mowtn proel va Bewgeitar Béfown.32 Tt devteon mpotyndnxe 16 el
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SUMMARY

THE ROMAN ARMS FACTORY (FABRICA) IN THESSALONIKI.
A NEW INSCRIPTION

The fabrica in Thessaloniki was hitherto known to us from a single
reference in the Notitia Dignitatum. The text published here confirms its
existence in the 4th century AD. It is an inscription on a sarcophagus that was
bought by a married couple with money they had earned together. The
husband describes himself as a soldier registered on the rolls of the workers
in a state arms factory, which logically must be the one in the city. This was
probably the only post he had ever held, at least thus far in his career.

An obvious terminus post quem for the inscription is the earliest possible
time when the arms factory could have been established, i.e. Diocletian’s
reign, which was when the first fabricae appeared. The terminus could per-
haps be shifted by a couple of decades —to the early 4th century AD— if, as
seems likely, the soldier mentioned in the inscription was close to the end of
his service (the purchase of a sarcophagus suggests a person of mature years)
and if he had never served anywhere else.

A terminus ante quem is more difficult to determine; though the fact that
the fine for violating the sarcophagus is specified in denarii is an indication
that the inscription should be dated to before the 5th century AD. The practice
seems gradually to have been abandoned throughout the Empire in the 4th
century AD, owing to inflation. Already by the end of the 3rd century, owners
of tombs were starting to stipulate the relevant fines in terms of weight of
precious metal (so many pounds of gold or silver, for instance).

The abbreviation that follows the symbol for denarii admits of two
readings: pvou(a) or puvor(adac). In the first case the fine would be 10.500
denarii, in the second 5.000.000. In view of the relatively late date of the
inscription, the latter seems more likely. In Thessaloniki, as elsewhere in the
Empire, sepulchral fines gradually increased in the 3rd century, because of
inflation, so that at this time fines ranging from 50.000 to 120.000 denarii are
attested in the city. In fact there are two known cases, of sarcophagi that
probably date from the late 3rd or the 4th century, in which the very large
sums of 500.000 and 1.300.000 denarii are stipulated. Although rare, fines of
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this magnitude, expressed in denarii, are by no means unknown in such
inscriptions in the 4th century AD in the Empire as a whole.

Palaeographic data, and particularly the inscription’s internal evidence,
enable us to date it, with relative certainty, to the 4th century AD. If, as
seems probable, the amount of the fine is indeed 5.000.000 denarii, it would
be risky to attempt a more precise dating within that century. The most likely
period, however, seems to be the time of rapid inflation, i.e. the 3rd or 4th
decade. A later dating would make the fine improbably low, owing to the
continuing rise of inflation.
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