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ZYMMEIKTA/MISZELLEN
A. CHANIOTIS

AN EPITAPH FROM NIPIDITOS IN CRETE

A fragment of a block or stele made of sandstone, broken on all sides
except for the right side, was seen and copied in the late 19th century by C. De
Sanctis and A. Oliverio in the house of ’Eppavouvni ITawaddaxng near the
village of Nutditog ITeduadog. M. Guarducci recognized that this is an epitaph
plausibly suggested a date in the second century A.D., and presented the
following text (I.Cret. I V 49, with photograph):

Abnv(---]

gveo[--ITt]-

oleufai---]
4 evypuye[---]

vacat

The stone is, to the best of my knowledge, not kept in the Museum of
Herakleion and it may be lost. On the photograph published by Guarducci
one can clearly see that the first letter of the second line is not an E, but a
lunate C. The text may, therefore, be restored as follows:

‘Abnv/[ai]-

¢ Neo[nt]-

moAéulov],
4 evyyelt]

vacat
Athenais, daughter of Neoptolemos, be of good courage.

The name Athenais was already attested in Crete (I.Cret. 1II IV 10,
Itanos), but Neoptolemos was hitherto unattested on the island.

Guarducci has included the few inscriptions found in Nipiditos (four
epitaphs of the Imperial period) in the inscriptions of the community of the
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Arkades (I.Cret. 1 V 47-50)}, obviously because of the vicinity of Nipiditos to
’Agooarti. But one cannot exclude the possibility that this area or the cemetery
where these stones come from belonged in fact to the territory of Lyttos.

Universitdt Heidelberg Angelos Chaniotis

1. J. F. Sanders, Roman Crete, Warminster 1982, 149 does not record any other
finds in this area.



An Epitaph from Nipiditos in Crete 125

ITEPIAHYH

ENA EIIITA®IO AITO TO NIIIIAITO (KPHTH)

Smv dmoomaouatixt Emyeag) oL dnpooievoe 1) M. Guarducci, 1. Cret [
V 49 dvoyvweiletol 10 Emtagro tijg *Adnvaidog, ®oongs Tov Neomtolepaiov.
To Svopo *Abnvaic eivar 101 yvwoto oty Konn, &vd yud mod qoed
amavtd 1o dvopa Neomtohepos.

‘H Guarducci megihapfdver Tig émyoages 1ot Nuuditod (téooega émi-
TAQPLOL THG ODTORQATOQLRTIG EMOYTIS) OTNY ROWVOTNTO TOV "AQRAdWYV, TEOPA-
vidg EEautiog Thg yerrviaong tob Numditod pe to "Agoarti. Aév dmoxheieTan
DOTOCO 1) TEQLOYT 1) TO VEXQOTUPETO G’ OOV TEOEQYOVTAL Ol ETLYQUPES
avTEG VAL AVNHOVY OTA £dAQN TTig AUTTOU.
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