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FiG. 8.1. Environmental protest events in the Basque Country by year

As can be deduced from Fig. 8.1. only in two years—1990 and 1991—was the
average annual number of protests exceeded. This peak reflects the conflict over
the Leizaran motorway. At the end of the 1980s, the Government of Navarra and
the Diputacién of Gipuzkoa (Institutions of the Basque Country) undertook the
construction of a motorway between Irurzun in Navarra and Andoain in Gipuzkoa
with the aim of improving the system of communications between the two
provinces. Opposition to the evident environmental impact that the motorway
would have on the valley of Leizaran was articulated around Lurraldea, an organ-
ization which proposed a highly innovative and active campaign strategy.
Following a phase of broad social mobilization, the Basque nationalist armed
organization—ETA—decided to participate, putting pressure on the companies
and provincial governments involved. In the end, in 1992, an agreement was
reached in which the administrations and Lurraldea agreed on a route for the
motorway different from that previously proposed.

Other increasingly acute problems, such as the rubbish tip at Aranguren, the
quarries of Atxarte, and the Sakana motorway project, also contributed to the
1990-1 peak. Following a period in which protest gradually declined, in 1996
there was a modest revival due to conflicts such as that over toxic waste (lindane)
at Barakaldo and that over the Bizkaia waste incinerator, but especially to the
increase in opposition to the [toiz reservoir.

The Ttoiz reservoir, framed within the so-called Canal of Aragén, is a project
of the Government of Navarra that aims to take waters from the mountainous
zone of the province towards areas requiring irrigation or to the larger urban
nuclei situated further to the south. The flooding by the waters of the reservoir
of a rural population nucleus and of an important landscape enclave led to the
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